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Pure Joy - Vanessa Bowes

To the DSG community
At the first assembly of this term, we proudly celebrated
the achievements of our DSG athletes who represented
the province at the National ASA Track and Field
Championships in April. Similar achievements by DSG
swimmers were announced in the next assembly. These
girls reaped the reward on their incredible training effort
when most of them outperformed the ambitious goals
they had set for themselves. We awarded Athletics
Honours to Emma Kruse who won silver in the 800m
event in a new personal best time of 02:10.81 – the 17th
best U18 time in the world this year.
With the amazing performances of these DSG sports
women still fresh in my mind, I stumbled upon a
reflection by Steve Magness which made me realise
that Emma and her friends would have been denied
the opportunity to develop their talents and accomplish
these achievements, had they been born in the wrong

decade, not even so long ago.
At the 1928 Olympics in Amsterdam, women were
allowed to run the 800m for the first time. Up to that
point, women were restricted to the short sprints, while
men had a full plate of events to contest, including the
marathon. Lina Radke-Batschauer of Germany captured
the Olympic gold in a world record time of 02:16.80
(Emma would have beaten her by six seconds). But
what happened behind her, set back women’s sports
by decades.
Knut Rockne, a famed football coach, reported for the
Pittsburgh Press that five women collapsed, and that, “It
was not a very edifying spectacle to see a group of fine
girls running themselves into a state of exhaustion.” John
Tunis reported for the New York Evening Post, “Below
us on the cinder path were 11 wretched women, 5 of
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world’s history, the most fantastic and the most horrific
events followed from what listeners decided to do with
the stories they were told. When they decided to believe
and spread lies and propaganda, unthinkable injustices
were committed. And this trend still continues as ‘fake
news’ goes viral daily around the globe.

whom dropped out before the finish while 5 collapsed
after reaching the tape.”
Just about every headline on the race announced that it
was a disaster: Women collapsing everywhere. As was
the norm for the time, newspapers repeated claims of
danger, injury, and permanent damage for women who
dared to try to run two laps around the track, like men.
If you think this gross discrimination was bad, consider
this; the collapsing women, the utter exhaustion, even
the dropping out… none of that actually happened! The
top three athletes all broke the world record. All nine
women who started the race finished it, and none of the
athletes displayed any undue signs of fatigue or collapse. The newspaper reports were outright fake news
that painted a completely fabricated picture.
Even more shocking than these newspapers’ reports
was that the story stuck with their readers and received
no meaningful opposition from the public. Instead, there
were calls for elimination of the event and the 800m
was indeed scrapped. Women were restricted to sprint
races all the way until the 1960 Olympics. A false narrative fuelled the elimination of opportunities for women
for over three decades. The same line of thinking prevented women from having an Olympic marathon until
1984.

Modern schools have a huge responsibility to equip
learners with the discernment and critical thinking skills
to weigh up the stories with which they are bombarded
with via the media and social media platforms. Skilled
storytellers can convince masses of usually reasonable people that pigs can fly, as they had done with the
made-up story around the 800m women’s race in the
1928 Olympics.
I am grateful to know that we are intentional at DSG
about critical listening and do not shy away from tough
conversations. The DSG Community Agreement is a
document that guides us on how we can interrogate
each other’s stories in a respectful way and have
rigorous discussions on challenging topics without
losing our compassion in the process. However, I also
know that our community is not immune to the hype that
is occasionally created by ill-intended or ill-informed
story-spreading.
We will do well to follow the advice from Bernard Meltzer:
“Before you speak, ask yourself… is it true, is it kind, is
it necessary, is it helpful? If the answer is ‘no’, maybe
what you were about to say should be left unsaid.”
En Avant!

Jannie de Villers

Narratives have power. Stories paint a picture, convincing us far more easily than facts or data. Women lost
a generation of opportunities and potential stories, all
thanks to a few men pushing a demonstrably false narrative. We need to be mindful of the stories we tell, both
to society and to ourselves. But, maybe more importantly, we need to be cognisant of the stories we listen
to, believe, and re-tell.
Although the skilled ‘storyteller’ is the one who initiates
the process, the power of the story is actually determined by ‘story listeners’ and their responses. In the
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Ref lections by
Head Sacristan

Enya Kemp

This term has definitely started with a bang! So far,
we have had two absolutely lovely SCA sessions in
the Chapel. Buhle Ndlovo, a Grade 9 pupil in Crewe,
volunteered to start us off last week with a heartfelt
message where she reminded us to stand firm in
faith, putting on the full armour of God in order to
face any battles that will come our way. Morgan du
Plessis led this week's session where she shared
a very encouraging message about the gifts of the
Spirit. She reminded us that we each have a special
and unique gift from God and that we should go into
the week using these gifts to bring glory to God.

“There are different kinds of work to be done for
Him. But the work is for the same Lord. There
are different ways of doing His work. But it is the
same God who uses all these ways in all people.”
(1 Corinthians 12:5-6)
SCA is on a Monday evening and has so far been the
perfect start to the week. We pray that the number of
girls joining will continue to grow as it might just be
that vitamin B boost that you need!
As we move into the rest of the term, I pray that we
will use our God given gifts and talents to shine our
light brightly for Him! I pray that we will be reminded
of how loved and how special we are to God, our
Father.

I pray that you will know His love that surpasses all
knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of
all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:19)
Sending lots of love,

Enya Kemp
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DSG SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED FOR 2022
We are delighted to announce the names of the girls who have been awarded scholarships for 2022.

THE MACMILLAN LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP
Awarded to Njongo Zozibini Willem (Cathcart High School)
The vision of this Scholarship is to offer a place at DSG to a girl with exceptional qualities and outstanding
all-round ability, who would not otherwise have had the opportunity to attend the school.

DSG EN AVANT SCHOLARSHIP
Awarded to Alexandra Murray (Herschel Girls School)
This scholarship is awarded to an exceptional all-rounder, who shows the potential to be a positive role
model in the school environment.

DSG ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS
Awarded to Jemma Goussard (Kingsmead College)
Katlego Mphahlele (St Peter’s Girls Prep School)
Rachel Murray (Herschel Girls School)
Chloe Niehaus (Somerset House)
These scholarships are awarded for academic excellence.
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On 7-9 May, DSG held The Bio-Bubble Netball Festival, with a line up
that included DSG, Kingswood, Collegiate and two teams from Pearson.
It was a weekend full of outstanding netball, great sportsmanship, and
extreme weather! Despite the downpours and excessive winds, thanks
to the Kingswood’s indoor netball facility, the festival could go on. Special
mention must be made of our technical team who brought us the outdoor
games on our campus via live streaming, the commentators who were
praised by our online spectators and provided much entertainment,
and coach Lucy Twane, and our Sport’s Director, Geowynne
Gamiet, for bringing us another successful Bio-Bubble Festival!
Congratulations to Pearson for taking the title and to our girls for coming in second place:
3rd/4th Pearson 2 vs Collegiate (Pearson 2 won 25-20)
FINAL Pearson 1 vs DSG (Pearson 1 won 37-14)

Photos by Sarah Floquet (Gr 12)
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GAME
ON!
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SQUASH REPORT
Last week the DSG 1st Squash team played their first
match against Collegiate High School in Gqberha. They
played best of five games up to 11 points. All the girls
played exceptionally well bringing home good results at
the end, winning overall 6-2 with a combination of 18-6
points in total. Well done to all the girls that participated.

Ms Cleo Bennett
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Above L-R: Jannie de Villiers, Dave Jarvis, Watson Mginywa and Steve Emslie

The Massey Ferguson Tractor was purchased during the 80’s from Blake Hobson.
It was a 1961/63 model and could only perform the bare essentials as it was too underpowered to mow the field.
We persisted for years until last year it blew a head gasket. The cost of repair was exorbitant so Steve Emslie
decided to go to Cradock on a tractor hunt. He was looking for a 75 HP tractor but that was too powerful, he
settled for a 55 HP with 4-wheel drive and cab because access into the municipal tip is difficult at best in the
rain.
Using the tractor, we will remove refuse, mow the Hawkins field, grade the road to the monastery and at a later
date, add a front end loader with a fork-lift attachment.
The new John Deere tractor was bought from JD Implements in Cradock and delivered to DSG on Monday 17
May 2021.
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ARTS & CULTURE marathon
No matter where you look, there is art. It is a part of what
makes us human. As we move around and engage with
the many activities on campus, it is everywhere. Consider
the excellent design of our buildings, classrooms and
gardens, the excellent new interior design of the Lilla
Strong Hall or our admiration when we walk past the
beautiful sculpture in front of the DSG Chapel. Through
art we connect across cultures and subjects in a unique
way.
Friday 14 May saw the very first Arts and Culture
Marathon at St Andrew’s College and DSG. Much
fun was had by boys, girls, and staff alike as they
stepped out of their comfort zones to participate in
and experience a variety of activities. A day like this
cannot happen successfully without the hard work and
commitment of an enthusiastic team of staff members.
BRAVO and a sincere word of gratitude to all the staff
who were involved in presenting a vast variety of
visual and performing arts workshops across the two
campuses. Watch this space for the Arts and Culture
Marathon 2022.

Mr Johan Pretorius

E N AVA N T

21 May 2021

E N AVA N T

21 May 2021

E N AVA N T

21 May 2021

Interhouse Maths Competition
The annual Junior Interhouse
Maths Competition was recently held in the D&T Centre.
Each House entered a team of
four pupils – two from Grade
8 and two from Grade 9 – to
vie for the coveted title of Interhouse Maths Champions.
There was a tight tussle for
top spot between Knowling
and Espin, with Knowling just
edging into the lead to take the
title .

R
JUNIO

Duncan Samson
Director of Mathematics

KNOWLING

CHAMPIONS!
The Knowling winning team above
Kimberly Kabiri, Abigail Holderness,
Ella Becker and Lily Bowker
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Art

Gr 11

SINGLE
FOCUS
DAY
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Geography
Gr 8

DeGsri9gn
Mandrin

Gr 12
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The Grade 8s had an Amazing Race themed Single
Focus Day. Each group was tasked with different
activities which required teamwork, critical thinking,
creativity, and communication. The various teams
tackled six stations spread across both campuses.
The different stations included: A settlement puzzle;
world geography challenges; discovering Africa; they
had an opportunity to be a Cartographer; an activity using
GIS; and the last station they were able to conduct an
experiment which resulted in them producing their own
rainfall. It was a fun practical day out of the classroom.

Mandy Ladds
HOD Geography
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Grade 12 Field
Trip

Geography

The Grade 12 Geography classes went on
a field trip to Grey Dam (situated along the
outskirts of Makhanda) earlier this week.
The Geographers had to explore the area
and capture photographs depicting the
various fluvial features that were covered in
class. Features such as a tributary, meander,
marsh, temporary base level, knickpoint and
a small waterfall were photographed. It was
a wonderful opportunity to investigate the
environment and to be out of the classroom.
The area was also recently engulfed by a fire,
and they were able to see the impacts of the
fire on the vegetation and surrounding area.

Mandy Ladds
HOD - Geography (SAC)
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LEARNING THE ART OF SAVING LIVES
Last weekend some of our girls started their Level 2
and 3 First Aid courses at St John’s Ambulance. Here
they are learning how to bandage and splint different
injuries.

Bianca Matthis
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introducing Cindy Fumbata

After spending some time in the Advancement Office working as the Digital Manager, Cindy has followed
her calling and paved her way to Director of Pupil Development and remains Deputy House Director of
Knowling House. On meeting her, you will have no doubt in your mind as to why she has been given
the responsibility to take the lead in this space. She is an old soul, wise beyond her years, authentic,
an excellent communicator – listening and engaging with intent, compassionate and level-headed. Your
daughters are in excellent hands, Cindy’s warmth and sunny disposition make her a much-loved member
of staff, by colleagues and pupils alike. We wish Cindy great success in her new role and look forward to
hearing more about the creative projects and initiatives that have been put in place, to guide and support
our girls during their time at DSG.
Tell us about what being the Director of Pupil
Development entails… Pupil development is about
creating ways and spaces where our girls can make
better sense of themselves and the world around them.
We use stories, games and conversations that help
them to see themselves mirrored in ways that allow
them to better label their emotions and give them tools
for self-reflection, conflict management and resolution
and realizing their own autonomy.
You identified a need for pupil development and
started implementing initiatives on your own accord
in the capacity of a Deputy House Director – tell us
about some of those first initial projects and how
they grew into ‘Keeping it Real’… My teammate Arisa
Heald and I started with a series of WhatsApp voice
notes during Level 5 Lockdown. We were brainstorming
about how powerful storytelling is and were talking
about how amazing it would be to use stories to teach
values that we wish we had learnt at a young age but
incorporate those lessons in fun, age-appropriate ways.
We’ve always tried to instill a culture of affirmation be it
from Wonder Woman Wednesdays in Knowling which
celebrates girls for characteristics that make them
unique or introducing birthday affirmations in a tutor
group.
Fast forward to September 2020, #KeepingItReal was
born. After many brainstorming sessions with Simon
Holderness, who has been incredibly instrumental and
supportive in the conception of these programmes, we
started having conversations with the Grade 9s. Our
initial conversations touched on themes of substance
abuse, taking care of your friends in precarious
situations, body image, the link between social media
and validation and trusting your instincts.

Tell us about Keeping it Real and the impact that it
has had on those who participate in the programme?
We hope that these conversations spark authentic
reflection and dialogue between the girls even when
we’re not in the room. Arisa always uses the analogy
of a ‘back-pack’ for life. In this ‘back-pack’, they will
hopefully have tools to engage in messy, honest and
authentic conversations with kindness and empathy
whilst being able to reflect on their own biases.
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You have some exciting projects in the pipeline,
tell us more… What started as #KeepingItReal with
the Grade 9s nine months ago, has grown into piloting
Journey Chronicles with the Grade 10s which explores
themes of creating and asserting healthy boundaries,
vulnerability, setting and communicating realistic
expectations for friendships, effective communication
and building healthy friendships with the opposite sex.
#NoBadgeRequired with the Grade 11s explores
leadership characteristics before the prefect nomination
process. This year we’ve been mentoring the prefects
and teaching them about communication, mentorship,
team work and may other values. The aim is to create a
space where they learn the art of vulnerable leadership
and that it’s ok to get it wrong sometimes.
Soon we’ll be piloting a series with Grade 8s during
their Life Orientation lessons about community living,
sharing space, being considerate and finding a sense
of identity. We have also started a mini-series with
Knowling Matrics that gives them a space to unpack
anxieties about matric and find self-care strategies.
What do you like to do in your downtime? The
work I do really doesn’t feel like work. I’ve always been
interested in finding ways to better connect with people.
As much as I love it, I do naturally gravitate towards
emotionally demanding roles so it’s all the more
important for me to take care of myself.
My idea of self-care is making time for stillness. Stillness
brings clarity. I love singing, writing, dancing in my living
room, blowing bubbles on the field on a sunny day and
painting. I love being in nature. I always make time to
be around people who make me feel seen. I love having
authentic conversations with people where they feel
safe enough to bring the fullness of who they are into
the room.

If you had one piece of advice you could pass on to
our young women growing up during this pandemic,
what would it be? Decide who you want to be and go
get her. You’re more powerful than you think.
Tell us more about your teammate and her role…
Arisa Heald, co-creator of the Pupil Development
programmes, is a PhD candidate at Rhodes University,
a part-time lecturer in the Rhodes University Sociology
department with many years of experience in junior and
senior boarding.

“Decide who
you want to be
and go get her.
You’re more
powerful than
you think.”
Cindy Fumbata
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Introducing Vuyokazi Shezi,
an Intern and the new Deputy
House Director of MERRIMAN
English and that is what I would like to focus on.

What is it that you enjoy most about your new
role? I love spending time with the girls and getting to
know their stories and passions. I enjoy being part of
their journey to becoming themselves and being able
to support them through that journey.
How do you believe you can add value to the culture
of Merriman House? I immediately felt welcome, from
my first role-call at Merriman House. The girls were
very sweet. I am someone who enjoys connecting with
people, so it has been amazing. I believe in viewing the
world through a positive lens and I take that positive
energy with me wherever I go.
What do you enjoy doing in your downtime? I
love to read novels and write short stories in my free
time.
Tell us something interesting about you that
nobody knows… I studied a Bachelor of Arts in
Literature at UKZN with a focus on African writers. I
used to teach English online to Chinese, Korean and
Russian students. I fell in love with guiding people
through the process of navigating a language and
using language to express themselves, so I decided to
do my PGCE with a focus on English.
Tell us about where you are from and where you
grew up… I grew up in Amanzimtoti on the South
Coast of KZN. It is a small town where everyone knows
each other, quite similar to Makhanda.
How long have you been an intern at DSG? I have
been an intern at DSG for just over a year.
What are you currently studying? I am studying a
PGCE majoring in English and Life Orientation through
North West University. I am passionate about teaching

“I believe
in viewing the
world through
a POSITIVE
LENS and I take
that POSITIVE
ENERGY with me
wherever I go.”
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SIGNIFICANT DATES TO DIARISE
All dates pertaining to Matrics are in bold

Saturday 26
26 April
Saturday
Wednesday 28
28 April
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday 29
29 April
Saturday 11 May
May
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday 88 May
May
Thursday
13
May
Friday 14 May
Friday
Sunday1423May
May
Tuesday
25
Tuesday 25 May
May
Wednesday
26
Wednesday 26 May
May
Friday
28
May
Wed 2 – Thurs 3 June
Wed
2 – Thurs
3 June
Thursday
3 June
Thursday
Thursday 33 June
June
Thursday 3 June
Saturday 5 June
Saturday 5 June
Mon 7 – Sat 12 June
Mon 7 – Sat 12 June
Saturday 12 June
Saturday 12 June
Monday 14 June
Monday 14 June
Tuesday 15 June
Tuesday 15 June
Wednesday 16 June
Wednesday 16 June
Wednesday 16 June
Wednesday 16 June
Thursday 17 June
Thursday 17 June
Thursday 17 June
Thursday 17 June
Tuesday 29 June
Tuesday 29 June
Saturday 3 July
Saturday 3 July
Thurs 8 – Sun 18 July
Thurs 8 – Sun 18 July
Monday 12 July
Saturday 10 July
Thursday 15 July
Monday 12 July
Monday 26
Tuesday
13 July
July
Tuesday
27
Thursday 15 July
July
Monday
2
August
Monday 23 July
Tuesday 27 July
Monday 2 August
Wednesday 4 August
Thursday 5 August
Wednesday 4 August
Thursday 5 August

TERM 22
TERM

Cambridge Exams
Exams commence
commence to
to Thursday
Thursday 10
10 June
June
Cambridge
18h00 Boarders
Boarders return
return
18h00
Term
Term 2 commences
19h00 DSG
DSG Ante
Ante Matric
Matric Dance
Dance (CH)
(CH)
19h00
18h30
18h30 Open
Open Mic
Mic Concert
Concert (DRW)
(DRW)
Graaff-Reinet
Alumni
Function
Arts & Culture Marathon
st
Arts
Spar&1Culture
Team Marathon
Hockey Festival
Grade
12
Life
Grade 12 Life Sciences
Sciences Portfolio
Portfolio Prac
Prac
17h30
Senior
Open
Concert
(DRW)
17h30 Senior Open Concert (DRW)
Bedford
Alumni
Function
DSG Play
Festival
DSG
Play
Festival
16h00
Grade
10 Cambridge Information Evening (Zoom)
16h00
Grade
10
Cambridge
Information
Evening
(Zoom) Evening
17h30 Grade 9 Subject
Choices
for Grade
10 Information
17h30
(Zoom)Grade 9 Subject Choices for Grade 10 Information Evening
(Zoom)
SAC Matric Dance (Clapham Jubilee Dining Hall)
SAC Matric Dance (Clapham Jubilee Dining Hall)
Kingswood Derby Week
Kingswood Derby Week (tbc)
Kingswood Derby Day (No spectators until government regulations
Kingswood
are lifted Derby Day (No spectators until government regulations
are lifted
Grade 12 Design Year Work Exhibition
Grade 12 Design Year Work Exhibition
Grey High School Strings Festival
Grey High School Strings Festival
Youth Day
Youth Day
Grade 12 IEB Drama ESIT completion date
Grade 12 IEB Drama ESIT completion date
08h00-11h00 Parent Teacher Meetings
08h00-11h00 Parent Teacher Meetings (Zoom)
Half Term Travel Day
Half Term Travel Day
18h00 Boarders return
18h00 Boarders return
18h30 Open Mic Concert
18h30 Open Mic Concert
National Arts Festival (Virtual and Actual) TBC
National Arts Festival (Virtual and Actual) TBC
Matric Trial exams begin until Monday 2 August
19h00 Prefects Grade 10 Dance (venue tbc)
Grade 10 & 11 examinations begin until Monday 2 August
Matric Trial exams begin until Monday 2 August
Grade 11
9 examinations
Grade
examinationsbegin
beinguntil
untilMonday
Monday22August
August
Grade
8
examinations
begin
until
Monday
2
August
Grade 10 examinations begin until Monday 2 August
Applications
close for Cambridge
A Levels2Stream
Grade
9 examinations
begin until Monday
August
Grade
8 examinations
begin until Monday 2 August
Examinations
end
Applications
closeCamp
for Cambridge
Levels Stream
Matric Revision
booking Adeadline
(tbc)
Examinations
end
17h00 Final Assembly (compulsory attendance)
Matric Revision Camp booking deadline (tbc)
Travel Day
17h00 Final Assembly (compulsory attendance)
Travel Day
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TERM 3

18h00 Matric Revision Camp
18h00 Boarders return
Term 3 commences
Grade 9 Subject Choices for Grade 10 deadline
IEB Life Orientation CAT Part B
09h00 Matric IEB Life Sciences PAT (compulsory)
DSG Matric Dance
Matric Visual Arts Drawing Exam
Balloon Week commences to Tuesday 5 October
Half Term after Athletics Prize-Giving until 18h00 on Monday 11
October
Monday 11 October
18h00 Boarders return
Monday 18 October
IEB Matric Final Exams to 30 November
Tuesday 19 October
IEB Matric Information Technology P1 Practical
Wednesday 20 October IEB Matric Computer Applications Technology P1 Practical
Thursday 21 October
IEB Matric Advanced Programme Mathematics
Friday 22 October
IEB Matric Advanced Programme English
Wed 10 November
John Jones Fish River Journey departs
Tuesday 30 November John Jones Fish River Journey returns
17h00 Final Assembly (compulsory attendance)
Wednesday 1 December Travel Day
Fri 27 – Mon 30 August
Monday 30 August
Tuesday 31 August
Tuesday 31 August
Monday 13 September
Tuesday 14 September
Saturday 18 September
Fri 24 Sept-Mon 27 Sept
Friday 1 October
Tuesday 5 October
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2022 Term Dates
The Diocesan School for Girls, St Andrew’s College and Prep
Term 1 (Easter): Thursday 13 January - Wednesday 6 April 2022
Wednesday 12 January
Thursday 13 January

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Half Term: Thursday 24 February (Travel Day) to 18h00 on Tuesday 1 March 2022
Wednesday 6 April
Thursday 7 April

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day

Term 2 (Trinity): Wednesday 4 May – Wednesday 3 August 2022
Tuesday 3 May
Wednesday 4 May

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Half Term: Thursday 23 June (Travel Day) to 18h00 on Tuesday 5 July 2022 (To Be Confirmed)
Wednesday 3 August
Thursday 4 August

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day

Term 3 (Michaelmas): Tuesday 30 August – Monday 5 December 2022
Monday 29 August
Tuesday 30 August

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Balloon Weekend: Friday 30 September – Tuesday 4 October 2022
Half Term: After event on Tuesday 4 October to 18h00 on Monday 10 October 2022
Monday 5 December
Tuesday 6 December

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day

www.sacschool.com | www.dsgschool.com | www.saprepschool.com
Membership include: ISASA • SAHISA • IBSC
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