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DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
The winter term is in full swing and the temperature is
dropping steadily, promising a nice cold winter to kill the
bugs! The Junior School renovations are almost complete
and the last areas are getting their final lick of paint as I
type. Appreciation for the new playground is evident in
the girls’ enthusiastic rush for the outdoors as soon as
lessons end and I have it on good authority that they are
even begging parents to drop them early in the mornings
in order to secure a swing before school starts. Seeing
the girls engaging so energetically outside is gratifying. I
have observed over my years of teaching, that girls tend
to be more sedentary at break time, whereas boys are
more likely to burn off energy playing soccer or tag. It is
good to see that our DSG Junior girls are just as keen to
be active as their counterparts at Prep.

In Finland, play is considered so important that it is
actually assessed. Long regarded as pioneers in the
field of education, Finnish educators believe that free
and teacher-directed play embeds life and learning skills,
improving attention span, problem-solving abilities and
perseverance. Play is all about learning to manage risk
and take responsibility. Particularly in the wake of the
pandemic and lockdown, play is essential to mitigate
stress, promote resilience and allow children to rebuild
relationships through physical activity.
Plans are underway to get the Grade 7 play, or end of
year production, underway soon. Although it will be a
scaled-down version of our usual big theatre musical and
dance performance involving the entire Junior school, we
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are excited that we will have the opportunity to showcase
our talent in the drama department. Watch this space for
further exciting details.
We’re hoping to add even more arts and culture to our
curriculum in the form of the National Arts Festival this
term. It will be interesting to see what format the festival
eventually assumes amid fears that the ‘third wave’ is
approaching. Hopefully, we will not see a return to stricter
lockdown and an end to sport and cultural activities.
In the meantime, let the children play!

Ms Jane Ritchie
Junior School Head

E N AVA N T

14 MAY 2021

DSG Junior School |

Reflections from Rev
Term 2 has started with a bang and the school
programme is up and running. For this, we are truly
grateful.
I would like to encourage you to put all our term’s
plans in God’s hands and wait for his leadership and
guidance. Isaiah 40:31 reminds us that… “But those
who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they
shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run
and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.”
Prayer is one of those things that have been
instrumental in bringing hope in the lives of people from
different walks of life from time immemorial. It reminds
me of Moses when asked to lead the Israelites out of
Egypt prayed: “God, if your Presence does not go with
us, do not send us up from here.” Exodus 33:15. It is
with such boldness that we also pray for all our needs.
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TWO WEEKS AT A GLANCE
15 MAY
Hockey & Netball vs Woodridge (A)
U10A & B, U11A & B, U12A & B, U13A, B & C
20 May
Jnr Schools social squash league (H)

17h30

21-22 May
Pitch and play (Internal Matches)
15h30-16h30 Friday - Netball (Pitch & Play Internal)
09h00-10h00 Saturday-Hockey
21-23 May
EP Hockey Trials - Round 2 (TBC)
23 May
Tennis Luden Cup
Please note, government regulations still prohibit spectators at
sport and cultural events until further notice.

The Parent prayer group that was started last year
has grown to 31 participants. Prayer points on issues
happening at our school are posted on the WhatsApp
group every Thursday for which we pray as the Spirit
leads. Please join us in this worthy cause. A special
request is made for more dads to join the group please.
Send Ms Franci Ellis a message on 083 611 5859 or
Rev Rachel on 081 453 7339. Let us lift our school to
our creator God in a mighty way.
Love & blessings!

Rev Rachel
Photos by Sarah Floquet (Gr12)

A Note from Rev
If you would like your daughter to start receiving
Holy Communion, please email me on
r.ssekimpi@dsgschool.com or message me
with your daughter’s details (name, House and cell
number).
I will be starting 1st Communion classes soon.
Jessica Muirhead (Gr 6)
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THE SPORT’S REPORT
At the beginning of the term, Grace Kemp attended the
Junior Nationals Tennis Tournament in Bloemfontein
where she competed with 60 girls in her age group
and was placed 36th overall. Well done Grace!
We had a great turn out for the pitch and play games
last weekend with 50 netball girls and 40 hockey
girls attending. The girls were divided into mixed
teams from various age groups and it was wonderful
to see the display of great sportsmanship nurtured
with sisterhood amongst the girls on the court.
Last week Friday our soccer girls had special guests
from the Rhodes HKE department where the fitness
levels were put to the test in a manner they had never
experienced before. Although the session was more
challenging than usual, the girls thoroughly enjoyed it
and look forward to more of these sessions. We would
like to thank the Rhodes HKE department for this new
partnership and are looking forward to growing it further.
Our U11 and U13 squash teams thoroughly enjoyed
playing matches against Prep. Both teams were
victorious in their encounters and it was pleasing to
see them all gain confidence in match play. Well done
to Natasha White, Judy Crous, Abigail Meihuizen,
Julia Mackenzie, Emma Watson and Kayla Wienekus.

Miss Aya Sowazi
Sports director
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A Perfect Day for Pitch and Play
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Making it Count!

DSG Junior School |

Feeling Good!
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“Exercise =
endorphins.
enough said.”
unknown
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THIS WEEK’S GIRLS IN GREEN

This week we meet Mila, Grade 4, who cannot wait to play sport this weekend; Emma, Grade 5, who wants to
learn how to do a one handed cartwheel, Wemi, Grade 6, all the way from Lagos, Nigeria and, Morgan, Grade
7, whose hobbies includes reading mangas (comics or graphic novels originating from Japan).
What makes your home/city or town special?
The wide-open spaces and the animals

MILA OPENSHAW

What do you like doing for fun? Playing piano,
hockey, tennis or reading

Nickname:
Milsie, Milz,
Miloskavitska
Grade: 4

What is something you want to learn how to do? A
one-handed cartwheel

Day girl or boarder?
Day girl

When is the last time you made someone smile?
Yesterday!

Where do you come
from? Knysna /
Grahamstown

What makes you laugh? My friends

What makes your home so special? My home has
lofts and my town was foundered by Settlers.
What do you like doing for fun? I like playing and
doing sport.
What is something you want to learn how to do?
I want to learn how to do the splits.
When is the last time you made someone smile?
This morning
What makes you laugh? TICKLES! And my daddy
What is something you are really looking forward
to? I am looking forward to the matches on Saturday.
What is your favourite thing about DSG? Friends,
work, teachers and sport
What do you want to be when you grow up?
I want to be a geologist or a nursery owner.

EMMA WATSON

What is something you are really looking forward
to? Going to Kruger over half-term
What is your favourite
The teachers and my friends

thing

about

DSG?

WEMI BABALOLA
Nickname/s:
Wemi, Wemi-nathi
Grade: 6
Day Girl or boarder?
Boarder
Where do you come from?
Lagos in Nigeria
What makes your home/city or town special?
The food like the cakes and desserts are different
in Lagos. We eat suya which is basically meat
eg chicken pieces skewered and spice and then
barbecued.
What do you like doing for fun?
I like playing Uno with my friends.

Nickname/s: Em or Emz
Grade: 5

What is something you want to learn how to do?
Right now, knitting

Day Girl or boarder?
Boarder
Where do you come from?
I live on a farm in between PE and Graaff-Reinet

When is the last time you made someone smile?
Right now - Mihle
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What makes you laugh? Barbie and Peppa Pig edits
What is your favourite thing about DSG?
Eating Ramen (Japanese noodle soup) again
What do you want to be when you grow up?
Anything that makes me rich

MORGAN MCNAUGHTON
Nickname/s:
Morgs, Morgie, McNaughty
Grade: Grade 7
Day Girl or Boarder?
Boarder
Where do you come
from?
I live on a farm near
Graaff-Reinet
What makes your home/city or town special?
The people there and the landscape
What do you like doing for fun? I enjoy doing netball,
water polo, reading books and mangas (comics or graphic
novels originating from Japan)!
What is something you want to learn how to do?
I would like to play an instrument like the flute.
When is the last time you made someone smile?
Earlier today

MAY BIRTHDAYS
17 May

Lilly Lange
19 May

Anikwa Hlanjwa
.
22 May

Iremide Adewole

What makes you laugh? Funny jokes and people’s
contagious laughs
What is something you are really looking forward to?
Going to High School
What do you love about DSG?
My favourite thing is that I have many opportunities to
learn new things.
What do you want to be when you grow up? I’m not
too sure

What do you want to be when you
grow up?
“Anything that makes me rich.”
Wema Babalola (Gr 6)

Jasmine Apps (Gr6)

***Please note that interviews of girls have all been conducted with parents approval and full support.
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For the LOVE
of Art
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artists
Top L-R: Emily Palmer (Gr 7)
Lucy Holderness (Gr 6)
Above: Mia Gordon (Gr 6)
Right: Jessica Muirhead (Gr 6)
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The SPCA Club

giving some much
needed TLC to
some of our furry
friends!
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“In our first club session together, the girls learned about how our lungs work and the
different parts that are needed in order for it to function effectively. The girls had to recreate
the structure of a lung using a bottle, straws and balloons that had the ability to retract - just like
real lungs”

Mr Lee Robyn
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Some Fun Limericks from the Grade 7s
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“Music gives a soul to
the universe, wings to
the mind, flight to the
imagination and life to
everything.” - Plato
The girls made the music school come
alive and energised all who attended the
concert. The audience was treated to a
variety of instruments and a showcase
of musical genres. The girls worked
exceptionally hard, and we applaud them
for having the courage to perform for their
peers and teachers alike. This is certainly
not an easy task, but the girls did it with
such poise. I would like to encourage all
our music girls to continue working hard
at their instruments and have fun doing
so.
Kind regards
Mr. Virgil Matrass
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