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To the DSG Community
“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” –
Psalm 119:105
Over the past week, the powerful theme of light captured
my attention in several moments on campus. The first
was in the early evening, last Friday, where we were
entertained around The Fountain, at the open-air New
Pots Concert. It was a delight to see the Grade 8s and
Matrics having a laugh at themselves on stage, while the
audience of Grade 9 to 11 girls and staff enjoyed every
moment. The spontaneous joy that was expressed by
everybody in attendance was so refreshing. As evening
set in, whilst the concert was in progress, the lights
inside the Chapel were switched on and the stain-glass
windows created a breathtaking image on the outside. I
took a photograph to mark the moment.
This colourful image was powerfully symbolic of our
spirituality – the light inside us – and reminded me of

Jannie de Villiers

our responsibility, as a Christian school, to inspire and
support girls on their spiritual journey here at DSG. Our
faith is our deepest source of safety and wellbeing, and
yet we often neglect this part of our lives. Because our
spirituality is so personal, it is too easy to compromise our
time meant for spiritual self-care when it is contested by
other responsibilities. Martin Luther is known for having
said, “I have so much to do today that I am going to
need to spend three hours in prayer in order to be able
to get it all done.” My next ‘light moment’ came in an
email I received from one of our 2020 Matrics, Leigh
Saywood, all the way from Malawi. Leigh sent the email
to encourage the 2021 new girls who are starting their
journey at DSG this year. At the end of her message to
them appeared her mantra, simply stating, “Love the
light!”. Throughout her school career, Leigh ‘loved the
light’ in everything she did with much compassion and
enthusiastic loyalty to DSG.
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“
Love

the
Light
Leigh Saywood (‘20)

many other Old Girls and DSG families, for your
continued warmth and light in which we bask as a
school.
“To be a Girl in Green is something which is so powerful. You are powerful. You will change the world.
But love each moment like it’s a last. Good luck to the
wonderful staff and girls of DSG for this year. Wishing
you courage, grace and understanding. Take care.
God bless. Love the Light!” – Leigh Saywood
En Avant!

Jannie De Villiers
Head of School

The new girls had their Induction Service on Thursday
– not in the Chapel as per usual, but in the light of the
morning sun, under the big old oak tree next to the
Chapel and the fountain. After the service, they joined
hundreds of DSG girls who have gone before them, by
signing their names in the DSG Big Book – the same
one in which Leigh and her Matric friends signed out
of, after their Valedictory service at the end of their
school careers. Both these moments are marked by the
symbol of light, with each girl lighting a candle as they
walk out of the Chapel.
The lighting of candles at the beginning and end of
the girls’ DSG journey bears powerful meaning, as it
encourages them to bring light into this world full of
darkness. The wise words of Joseph Goldstein come
to mind, “Just as the light of a single candle can dispel
the darkness of a thousand years, the moment we light
a single candle of wisdom, no matter how long or deep
our confusion, ignorance is dispelled.” Sometimes our
candle is wisdom, in other moments it is compassion,
but the humble candlelight from one person’s heart or
mind can make a powerful difference.
Leigh’s email reached me as a small candle – a gift to
the new girls and I read it to them in our first meeting
together this year. I would like to share a snippet from
her message to inspire us. Thank you Leigh, and so
many other Old Girls and DSG families, for your con-
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M AT R IC R ESULTS 2020

We are delighted to announce our out st anding 2020 Mat r ic result s.
We are delighted to announce The Diocesan School for Girls’ outstanding 2020 Matric results. Based on
the results that we have received, DSG attained a 100% BD (Bachelor Degree) pass rate for the second
consecutive year. We do however eagerly await the result of a supplementary examination still to be written
in May by one pupil who, for medical reasons, could not complete her exams. Of all the subject symbols
achieved, 35% were distinctions and 37% were B-symbols.
Our 2020 Dux Scholar, Ivana Stevens, achieved seven distinctions. Kelby Barker, Leah Micklewright and
Duki Sonuga achieved six distinctions each. Special mention must be made of Kelby Barker who narrowly
missed her seventh subject distinction by one percent!

7 Subec t A s

Ivana Stevens

6 Subec t A s

Kelby Barker

Leah Micklewright

Duki Sonuga

Acacia Bell, Emily de Kock, Mikayla Eksteen, Emma Mulcahy, Oyama Mzayidume and Torva Sharwood
achieved five distinctions each. Seven girls achieved four distinctions each and another nineteen achieved
three distinctions each.
We are extremely proud of Oyama Mzayidume and Yolisa Ngcola who were listed in the Top 1% of candidates
in isiXhosa First Additional Language.
A Level Results
The three girls who wrote the Cambridge International A-Level exams, distinguished themselves with
exceptional results.
Amy Poole: 3 A* symbols in Chemistry, Biology and Mathematics
Catherine More: 1 A* symbol in Chemistry and 2 A symbols in Biology and Mathematics
Sienna Evans: 3 A symbols in Chemistry, Mathematics and Physics.
We are very proud of our first A level cohort who achieved an exceptional set of results. The candidates, made
up of 13 St Andrew’s boys and 3 DSG girls, achieved a 100% pass rate, of which more than three quarters of
the subjects were above 80% and a third above 90%.
The class of 2020 did us proud in the way they conducted themselves in a turbulent academic year. Despite
the challenges that COVID-19 presented, the group demonstrated resilience and ended the year with much
reason to celebrate.
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5 Subjec t A s

Acacia Bell

Olivia de Kock

Mikayla Eksteen

Oyama Mzayidume

Torva Sharwood

Emma Mulcahy

4 Subec t A s

Charlotte Abraham

Luisa Da Molo

Philisa Masito

Chloe Lindsay

Jessica Paterson

E N AVA N T

Kate Long

Angela Sheard
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3 Subjec t A s

Jemima Baum

Katarina Behr

Lilliza Bijleveld

Tayla Brown

Georgie Gerber

Ashleigh Giblot-Ducray

Tamara Jack

Khanya Lugongolo

Georgina MacKenzie

Erin McNaughton

Libo Ngwenya

Jemma Quin

Alexandra Rowe

Babette Swart

Lucy Ter Morshuizen

Yonelani Tini
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3 Subjec t A s

Emma Weeber

Chiara Williams-Wynn

Jozie Wright

Some Interesting St at s...
It is noteworthy that, in the the following departments, more than a third of their candidates
achieved distinctions in the National Senior Certificate examinations:
Accounting: 50%
Business Studies: 52%
Design: 75%
Dramatic Arts: 50%
French Second Additional Language: 33%
Geography: 40%
German Second Additional Language: 100%
History: 36%
isiXhosa First Additional Language: 84%
Life Orientation: 46%
Mathematical Literacy: 52%
Visual Arts: 73%
Four departments achieved averages above 80%: Design, German, isiXhosa, and Visual Arts. Equally
pleasing were the averages above 75% of several bigger departments: Accounting, Business Studies,
Dramatic Arts, Geography, Life Orientation, Mathematical Literacy and Music.
We extend warm congratulations to the class of 2020 and immense gratitude to the academic staff
of DSG and St Andrew’s College. We are proud of our academic record which can be largely attributed to
the strong work ethic of our pupil body, good parental support and the professional dedication of academic
staff.
As the Class of 2020 embarks on the journey into adulthood, we wish them much success and rich
blessings. We will be following their further progress with interest and hope to remain in touch in future.

Congratulations - You did it !
E N AVA N T
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Reflections from Rev
Last weekend, the sacristans spent a night camping at
the Monastery.
The purpose of the camp was to plan for the year,
spend some time in prayer and in silence, as well as to
bond as a group.
One of the activities the girls did was to reflect on the
changes in their lives, before and after knowing Christ
which they on their hands. We were also privileged to
have Fr Rob Penrith train the girls in leading worship.
Among the many things he taught the girls, was to
always remember that worship is for the Godhead not
ours. The girls are excited and ready for their ministry
this year.
On Tuesday afternoon we had the traditional pancake
races which had the girls competing in their Houses,
amidst much funfair, music and dance. Knowling House
proved unbeatable when they once again defended
the Pancake Race Winner’s Shield. Congratulations
Knowling! Well done to all the girls that arranged this
event and for those that took part in the races.
At the Ash Wednesday service, we were encouraged
to re-look at our journey with the Lord, to seek to know
him more, to give thanks always, pray more and be
more giving. Using ear buds, foreheads were marked
with the sign of the cross in ashes, as a symbol of
repentance.
Then on Thursday it was the Induction of 2020 New
Girls into The DSG. As part of the orientation process,
our Grade 8s wore bashers and pigtails for two weeks.
The induction marked the end of this orientation. They
got to ditch their bashers and pigtails as a symbol of
that transition.
Each of the girls was given a lit candle as a symbol of
their new life at DSG and got to sign in the DSG Big
Book. It is our prayer that the light of knowledge and
insight, as well as growing maturity will shine through
them throughout their time here at DSG.
I would like to wish the entire DSG family a fruitful time
during this Lenten period.
Love and blessings,

Rev Rachel
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Shrove
Tuesday
Pancake
Races
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“We didn’t realise
we were making
memories, we just
knew we were
having fun.”
unknown
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Ash Wednesday
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New Girls
Induction
Service

Welcome to the
Sisterhood
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NEW POTS 2021 !
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THE FUN STARTS HERE!

Photography by Sarah Floquet
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Basketball

Last weekend the U16, 1st and 2nd basketball teams played
matches against St Andrews College as part of the internal
league. The girls had so much fun, the boys were on the ground
(the girls are too rough apparently) and are to be commended on
their structured play and positive attitude.

Lucy Twani
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DESIGN &

TECHNOLOGY

“You can’t use up
creativity.
The more you use,
the more you have.”
Maya Angelou

GRADE 9s

Girls taking Design in Option 1 completed their first Single Focus
Day at the beginning of the month. As a group they were tasked to
design and make an agamograph* with the theme ‘night and day’.
Their final products will be hung from the roof of the D&T Centre for
the remainder of the year. One class had to use colour whilst the
other class was only allowed to use black and white, and collectively
their designs needed to speak to one another. The girls were a little
challenged by the technical requirements of the brief but rose to the
occasion and delivered a lovely final product showing exploration of
techniques and excellent teamwork.
*A series of images that change in different angles.
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the art-beat of the school

The Visual Arts department is once again full of life and a busy hive of activity. The Art pupils have been
working hard this term. The Grade 8 girls are currently learning basic drawing skills and have produced
some amazing still-life drawings for their main practical assessment for the term. The Grade 9 girls are
learning the basics of acrylic painting, they are enjoying this process by recreating famous artworks
by well-known artists such as Vincent Van Gogh. The senior Art girls in Grades 10 to 12 have been
diligently working on their individual practical tasks.
Kind regards

Juli Norton

Above:: Erin Little (Grade 12) acrylic series
Left and middle: Annie Reunert (Grade 12) oil
Right: Megan Willemse (Grade 12) oil
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Holly Keet (Grade 12) watercolour series

Right top down:
Anna Pinto (Grade 9)
Isabella Rowe (Grade 9)
acrylic
Far left:
Megan Carr (Grade 12)
pencil
Left top down:
Alani Mahia (Grade 8)
Ilaria Steffny (Grade 8)
pencil

E N AVA N T

19 February 2021

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH
with the inspirational Thina Maqubela
This week, DSG had the honour of being addressed by lecturer,
statistician, mentor and business woman Thina Maqubela.
In addition to her role as a statistics lecturer at Rhodes University,
Thina is a business woman best known for Maqubs Academy, a
private boarding house that aims to provide a safe learning space for
bright, young high school learners in the Makhanda community and
Maqubs Fruit and Veg.
The Transformation and Diversity prefects chose Thina because they
were inspired by her impact on the lives of young, black girls and
her intentionality about using her access and privilege to make other
people’s lives better, particularly those who are members of Maqubs Academy.
Thina Maqubela’s story is an inspiring one. During her address she reflected on her upbringing in Motherwell, a
small township in Port Elizabeth and having her first encounter with statistics and principles of probability through
a street card game called Unjiqa.
I was particularly struck by Thina stating that she is in no way more special than the people she grew up with. The
defining factor for her was simply the opportunities she was exposed to. This reflection shows that contrary to what
people might believe, there are a lot of amazing young people who live in townships and lack opportunities that
will give them their break to success. The black excellence we see in Thina Maqubela and others like her, is not
an anomaly. In fact, there a many like her who do not have the privilege of being exposed to opportunities. Thina
repeatedly spoke about how being a black person from the township requires ‘hustle’, which does not just paint
a picture of hard work in the traditional sense, but rather it is hard work pushing through the many odds stacked
against you.
Thina left us all with something to think about when she spoke of how she uses her
privilege as a black statistics lecturer by being inclusive and creating statistics lecture
videos in IsiXhosa so that she teaches statistics in a language that can be accessed
by those who struggle with English.
This was an inspiration for all of us to be courageous and use our privilege to
improve the lives of the people around us and noticing the power we have by
using it to impact people’s lives positively.
Most people who listened to Thina, left understanding the difficulty of being a black
person who maneuvers in predominantly white spaces, and spaces that were historically
built for a certain demographic. Despite her difficult story, she shared the impact she is making
by noticing and using the privilege she has, to benefit other people.

Nombulelo Gongqa
Transformation and People Development Manager
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GRADE 10s
The Grade 10 outing for Single Focus Day to Middle beach, Kentonon-Sea, was a welcome change of scenery. Their task was to explore
biophilia* in architecture. After the initial stage of conceptualizing
ideas, they had to show their developments three-dimensionally by
creating three maquettes using sand sculpturing techniques. The
aim of this medium is to stimulate and develop the three-dimensional
process in our learners. With much space for social distancing and
fresh air, the learners enjoyed their “classroom” with a view for the
day and managed to have a quick swim before heading back to
campus. Watch this space for the final products.
* Biophilic design is a concept used within the building industry to
increase occupant connectivity to the natural environment through
the use of direct nature, indirect nature, and space and place
conditions.

GRADE 11s
How does design fit in business?
The Grade 11 Design class was
tasked to investigate this question
through a collection of terms relating
to business practice. We visit Noom
annually as this unique coffee shop
resembles and applies the given
terms with great success. The
learners could interact with owner and
interior designer, Cindy Gravante, on
the success of design in business
and all it entails. Of course, it would
not be worth the trip without a sweet
deal at the coffee bar.

Mareli Human

Design & Technology Teacher
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2021 Term Dates
The Diocesan School for Girls, St Andrew’s College and Prep
Term 1 (Easter): Thursday 14 January - Wednesday 31 March 2021
Wednesday 13 January
Thursday 14 January

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Half Term: Thursday 25 February (Travel Day) to 18h00 on Tuesday 2 March 2021
Wednesday 31 March
Thursday 1 April

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day

Term 2 (Trinity): Thursday 29 April – Wednesday 4 August 2021
Wednesday 28 April
Thursday 29 April

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Half Term: Thursday 17 June (Travel Day) to 18h00 on Tuesday 29 June 2021 (Confirmed)
Wednesday 4 August
Thursday 5 August

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day

Term 3 (Michaelmas): Tuesday 31 August – Tuesday 30 November 2021
Monday 30 August
Tuesday 31 August

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Balloon Weekend: Friday 1 October – Tuesday 5 October 2021
Half Term: After Athletics Prize Giving (10h00) on Tuesday 5 October to 18h00 on Monday 11 October 2021
Tuesday 30 November
Wednesday 1 December

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day
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IMPORTA N T NOT E
Parent-Teacher Meetings
Dear Parents,
The parent-teacher meetings will take place online on Thursday 25 February
2021 from 08h00-11h00.
To set up appointments with your daughter’s teachers, a guide will be emailed
to you, along with the relevant Zoom links.
The appointments can be made at: https://sacdsgprep.meettheteacher.com/
Given that the meetings will take place online, we anticipate more parents
than for the face-to-face in house meetings. This is why we have extended the
time by an hour, and will only have meetings with academic teachers. If there
are any further concerns arising from the meetings, please feel free to contact
tutors or House Directors by email to set up a meeting after half term.
Many thanks
Petra Gentz
Deputy Head - Academic
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