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To the DSG Community
There is a very good chance that many of the new DSG
parents reading this letter are emotionally frail at the
moment and suffering from the parental version of the
homesickness, that their daughter is experiencing as
a new boarder. Last week I met with all the new girls
who are starting their DSG journey this year and I was
reflecting on what I could share to encourage them. I
tried to imagine what it must feel like to be thirteen and
in the whirl of four hundred other girls who seem to be
confident, carefree and at home in an environment that
is still an overwhelming mystery to you. So, I decided to
reassure them by showing them that they are going to
be just fine because this is merely the next step on their
journey through the cycle of life. I hope parents will also
find my thoughts comforting.
I told them of my own emotions, a year ago, when I

walked through the DSG front gate on my first day in
office – trying to look the part and in charge while, in
reality, I could not tell the wood for the trees. That was
the most recent of many scary new beginnings that I
have experienced in my life, and I know that there must
be a good few more awaiting me. Even my formidable
grandmother told me that she felt scared when the time
came for her to move into the retirement home. She
was worried that no-one there would want to play with
her – she was in Grade 8 again!
I assured the new girls that cycles are the most natural
occurrences in life. It is very helpful, especially when
we are in challenging situations, to remind ourselves
that this too shall pass – our nerves, homesickness,
uncertainty, a bad test result and even COVID-19. Of
course, the good times are also locked into the cyclical
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nature of life and this fact keeps us grateful and humble
when we are experiencing success, victory or mastery.
How many times have I managed to get fit through great
effort and promised myself that I would stay in good
shape this time, only to slip back to square one again?
When we look around us and pay attention, we will find
that there is nothing in the universe that is static and
not in a cycle of constant metamorphosis. Even solid
rock erodes and re-forms in a never-ending cycle. The
weather, the planets, seasons, trees, butterflies – literally everything imaginable, when given enough time,
transforms from beginning to end to beginning to end to
beginning to end…

The 2020 Grade 12s are awaiting their imminent final
matric results with the same butterflies in their tummies
that they had when they arrived as new girls, five years
ago. They are super-nervous because their matric
certificate is not only their last record of achievement
at school, but also the first key to the gateway of their
adulthood – the beginning of the next stage in their
cycle of life.
The ‘take home’ from all of this is that we should put
scary beginnings and sad endings into perspective, so
that the former does not overwhelm us, and the latter
doesn’t steal our joy. What happens in-between is
actually what matters. And the good news for parents of
our brand new DSG girls is that you’re in for a treat; just
take the plunge!
En Avant!

Jannie de Villiers
Head of School

“It is very helpful, especially
when we are in challenging
situations, to remind ourselves
that this too shall pass –
our nerves, homesickness,
uncertainty, a bad test result and
even COVID-19”.
Jannie de Villiers
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Rev’s Reflections
Last weekend the Grade 8s went on an overnight
camp to The Monastery to spend some time together
as a grade. It was an action-packed weekend with
many activities, such as one-on-one chats, hikes
and quality time spent getting to know their tutors.
All staff members involved used this opportunity to
intentionally connect with the girls and vice versa.
Besides its immense natural beauty, The Monastery
is a deep spiritual sanctuary. And so, it was just
befitting to conclude the camp with a church service
around the labyrinth, where we were able to connect
afresh with God in the open air. Paul’s message to
the Philippians, which also happens to be part of the
school prayer, was very relevant for this weekend.
The girls were exhorted to put Philippians 4:8 to
memory:
“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if
anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think about
such things.” Philippians 4:8.
These are truly wise nuggets to keep close by in all
our lives.
May you be greatly blessed!

Rev Rachel
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A WOM AN OF S U BS T A NC E
Meet our new Deputy Head: Pa storal

Affectionately called Nozuks by her colleagues and Mamma Khonj by her girls, for 13 years Nozuko Konjwa
has been a very loved and highly respected member of the DSG community, admired for her endless wisdom,
kindness and caring ways. Nozuko is humble and unassuming, which makes her approachable and easy to talk
to – a perfect fit for her new appointment as Deputy Head: Pastoral.
We look forward to seeing the impact Nozuko will make on all pastoral aspects of the school, a role that seems to
be designed just for her and her abundant nurturing qualities.
What excites you the most about your new role
as Deputy Head of Pastoral? Being able to touch
girls lives and making a difference. Getting to have an
overview of the pastoral and the wellness of the girls.
Within your portfolio, where do you believe your
greatest strength lies? My strength lies mostly in
boarding and wellness of the girls. I am humble,
approachable and consistent.
What are your top leadership principles? To be
responsible, humble, realistic and approachable.
You have many years of experience in boarding.
Tell us what you enjoy the most being the motherly
figure to the Crewe girls? I have a good feeling when
my girls trust me with anything that they encounter in
their lives. I also enjoy watching them work together for
a common goal, for example, the whole house came
together to win the Spirit Cup at last year’s gala.
How have you managed the morale of the girls
during the pandemic? By keeping in touch with each
grade. In Term 2 last year we had Zoom sessions with
each grade just to keep contact and for the girls to see
their other family. Girls thoroughly enjoyed the sessions.

With all your responsibilities, what do you do to
relax? I watch TV and spend time with my family.
Can you tell us something interesting about yourself
that not many people know? That teaching does not
end in class - people always say I am a voice of reason.
I can give advice and still have fun.

What has been the biggest change you have seen
at DSG over the years? DSG has taken huge strides
when it comes to transformation, but I understand it is
never enough, things will take time. Girls can talk about
their differences.
What is your favourite memory of your time at DSG
so far? My favourite memory is being in class with
my students and being able to talk about anything. My
students call it “African wisdom” or LO lessons.

The Crewe girls winning the Spirit Cup in 2020
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We are Excited to Introduce Our
New Staff Members
***More introductions to follow in our next newsletter

Thembelihle Cele

Position: Mathematics and Physical Science Intern
Where have you joined us from? I am from Port
Shepstone in Kwazulu Natal and in 2019, I was an intern at St Anne’s Diocesan College (PMB).
What do you love about teaching Maths? I have
an inquisitive mind and enjoy working things out and
Maths is a subject where you are constantly thinking
and using what you know to apply to solve problems in
different scenarios. You are always learning in a Maths
class as students come up with different approaches to
arrive at the same conclusion. I love it when students
realise they can do Maths and all they needed was a bit
of motivation and resilience.
In what ways do you inspire your class to love the
subject? With games and applying Maths to real life
situations.
Out of the classroom, what are your other areas
of interest? Anything in the STEM field, beading and
rope craft.

Mvelo Phungula
Position: Maths Teacher

Where have you joined us from? I was the head of
Maths at CBC Mont Edmund in Pretoria.
What inspired you to make the move to Makhanda
and DSG in particular? From my days as an intern, I
always aspired to teach at DSG or St Andrew’s College.
I was particularly interested in the school’s excellent academic record. Prior to applying for this position I read
through the school polices and I was very impressed.
The other crucial element is that the school is a perfect
fit for my children’s schooling.
What do you love about teaching mathematics? I
get to engage with children and tap into their minds. I
like challenging them with numbers and improving their
critical thinking skills and problem-solving ability. I enjoy
the perceived importance of the subject over most other
subjects too.
In what ways do you inspire your class to love the
subject? The fact that I am passionate about my subject rubs off onto learners. I make my learners feel that
I care for them and that improves interaction in class.
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Other than being a Maths whizz, what are your
other areas of interest?I have started running in
preparation for the Comrades Marathon. I ran my first
one in 2019 but I could not finish and had to pull out of
the race at 60 km. I was hoping I would rectify my mistakes in 2020 but unfortunately Covid-19 happened!

Maxine Smit

Position: MathsTeacher
Where have you joined us from? I taught Life Science at Woodridge College in PE, but I have spent the
last few years working on my PhD in Makhanda (which
I hope to finish before I am old and grey!)
What do you love about teaching? I absolutely love
interacting with students. Their energy is infectious, and
the relationships I develop with them are so special to
me. I also really enjoy figuring out how to explain complex concepts and getting to see the lightbulb moment
in someone who was struggling to understand.
In what ways do you inspire your class to love the
subject? I try to remind my class how doing Maths (algebra for example) has real-world applications. You are
priming your brain for problem-solving in the working
world by solving for X in high school! There is also nothing more satisfying than getting the correct answer after
working on a particularly long problem.
Out of the classroom, what are your other areas of
interest? I am an artist on the side and work in both
digital and traditional media. I love anything to do with
nature, I adore music, and I am a devourer of books.

Athenkosi Nzanzeka

Position: IsiXhosa and Advancement Office Intern
You are originally from Makhanda, what made you
come back? I hate to admit it, but I think I love Makhanda. Even after living in big Johannesburg, filled with lots
of things to do and places to go to, I would still choose
Makhanda any day. Almost my whole family is here. Another reason why I came back was the peace I find in
Makhanda, being back is great for my mental health - I
needed a break from the busy, noisy Joburg.
Tell us about your previous experience and where
you were based? I did a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism
and Media Studies, Dramatic Arts and IsiXhosa. I then
got an opportunity as an intern at a company called Viacom International Media Networks, which houses the
channels MTV, MTV Base, Nickelodeon, Comedy Central and BET. This experience was such an exciting one.
I was a Marketing Intern and was involved in the Digital
Media Marketing.
Tell us about your role at DSG? I am an IsiXhosa
teacher (intern), teaching Grade 8s and 9s. I also work
for the Advancement Office as an intern with a focus on
digital marketing.
What do you love most about teaching? I am learning a lot about the profession and about myself. I never realised the amount of patience one needs to be a
teacher! What I love most about teaching is the difference I can make in a child’s life by watering them with
knowledge and knowledge is power. Even God speaks
about the danger of lack of knowledge when He says,
“My people perish for lack of knowledge” Hosea 4:6.
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Sylvia Israel-Akinbo
Position: Spanish Teacher

Where are you from originally? Nigeria.
How is it that you can speak in Spanish?
My
husband did his PhD at CIAT (International Centre for
Tropical Agriculture) in Cali, Colombia. I was with him
and as a result, I learnt how to speak Spanish. We lived
in Colombia for 5 years, 2004 to 2009.
What inspired you to make the move to Makhanda
and DSG in particular? I moved to Makhanda in
November 2014 because I got accepted to do a PhD
in Economics at Rhodes University which I completed
in 2018.
In 2017, the Spanish teacher at DSG at the time, Ms
Carole, had to leave and my son happened to be
taking Spanish. He told the teacher that his mum could
continue her classes when she had left and that is how
I joined the DSG family (2018).
What do you love most about teaching? I love
impacting lives. Teaching is one of the greatest ways to
impact and build lives.
What do you believe is critical in successfully
acquiring a foreign language? I believe that acquiring
a foreign language is one of the best gifts you can give
yourself. It is a wonderful way to connect with different
people from all over the world.

Bronlynn Gamiet

Position: English, Afrikaans and LO Teacher
Where have you joined us from? Prior to my post at
DSG, I was at Westering High School in Port Elizabeth.
I am originally from East London and attended Clarendon High School.
What do you love about teaching? I love that I get to
engage with young minds. Seeing how kids think and
their different perspectives because of their different
backgrounds. I also love that every day is different and
no matter how well you have planned it… something
always changes. You have to think on your feet and just
smile if things do not work out as planned.
How do you make learning fun for students? It creates extra work, but I love to give them choices. If they
are given choices and the power to choose it gives them
some sort of responsibility and they become more engaged with the learning process. I also love turning topics into discussion topics. I love their ideas and input.
What is a standout strength of yours that makes
you a great teacher?
The one thing my learners always thank me for is my
general concern for them, not just with regards to the
subject, but about life in general. I think all my learners
are special and I always try to make an effort to get to
know them and identify their strengths and weaknesses
so that I can incorporate it into their learning style. I
don’t always get it right, but I do try to make them know
that my classroom is a safe space. I love the saying
“You can’t do the Bloom stuff until you take care of the
Maslow stuff.” I try to meet their basic needs first.
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PA S SI O NATE A BOUT PEOPL E
Introduc ing Nombulelo Gongqa
Nombulelo Gongqa has joined the DSG family as the Transformation and People Development Manager.
Meeting her leaves no doubt in one’s mind, as to why she is the perfect person for the role to take DSG forward
in this space. Nombulelo’s passion for people is tangible and she has a magnetism about her that draws people
in. Despite being a new member of staff, it already feels like she is part of the furniture. We are delighted to
have such a bright, interesting and charismatic woman join our team.
What brings you back to Makhanda and to your
alma mater, DSG? I am back because I believe that I
will make a positive change at home and at DSG. The
kind of work that I will be doing is what I am passionate
about, and even when it challenges me, I like that I am
growing and not being defeated.
Makhanda is also a very special place, people here are
chilled and relationships are effortless.
What is the biggest change you have noticed since
your time as a Girl in Green? The amount of growth.
The girls seem to be more confident - I am amazed
by how empowered they are on different topics, their
opinions on world issues are refreshing and shows
tremendous growth.
There are of course more buildings at the school which
makes me feel a bit lost, but I am generally proud of the
growth I have seen. I am hoping Covid-19 will give us
a break so that we can take part in the DSG hug again.
It was very strange to come back and see people not
hugging!
What are some of your best memories of your time
at DSG? Singing the school hymn at the end of term
Corporate Communion. I can vividly remember the loud
voices singing the Hallelujahs.
I always enjoyed sleeping over at hostel when I was
a day girl and watching movies in the Espin common
room, it is a pleasant memory.
I believe Nozuko was your IsiXhosa teacher and
now you will be working together – do you have any
great memories/stories of Nozuko as your teacher?
Mrs Khonj has always been the pillar of strength and a
reminder of home. She was always warm and presented
herself as a nurturer. I always loved and respected how
she would discipline in the same way that my parents
would. She represents “Isintu” (An African way of
conducting things).

I will always remember her as the teacher we always
went to for advice when seeking wisdom. She was
always ready to listen and was never judgmental and
when done having a chat, she would tell us to hold
our heads high and not carry any sadness on our
shoulders. Lastly, I will forever cherish the laughter we
used to have in her class, we were always so relaxed.
What excites you most about your role as Manager,
Transformation and People Development? Working
with people and seeing people grow and realise
the strides they have made, makes my heart come
alive. I spend my time thinking about ways to show
compassion, so that people feel that they can always
take the step to grow, learn and unlearn.
This role is also an opportunity for me to grow and
reach a high level of awareness about issues that
affect different people.
I think this role will allow me the opportunity to reach
out to people and allow them to learn new ways of
relating with each other, especially ways that will draw
people to each other.
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Where do you believe your greatest strength lies
with regard to taking on this role? I enjoy getting to
know people, a skill which has enabled me to reach into
people’s hearts and create tools that they can relate to.
This skill helps me to make people understand that
growth is a personal thing, and they should view it that
way.
Tell us more about your time in India at the
Leadership and Innovation School? When I went to
India the objective was to learn ways of collaborating
with different people in order to achieve a common
goal. I was exposed to special change management
tools. However, the best thing was to work with people
who came from different Asian countries. The exposure
to diverse people was an eye opener. I learnt that
being flexible, patient, compassionate and open to new
uncomfortable experiences always yields growth. I will
always cherish the friends I made in India and the ideas
we shared.
I also enjoyed the tasty food. I am still recovering from
using a cab to see Bangalore. The driving is very

different - I spent my time crossing my fingers that we
make it to the next destination.
What do you do for fun in your downtime? I enjoy
dancing alone to loud music and looking through
Pinterest and following the latest African fashion trends.
Tell us about your journey to become a DSG girl…
I was part of the Loseby program. This would entail
coming to the DSG campus to do extra Maths, Science
and English lessons. During that time I got to know Mrs
Moore, a teacher at DSG at the time. I told her that I
was looking for a school to go to and was hoping to go
to a good school after finishing Primary School at Ntaba
Maria. Mrs Moore gave me the former headmistress’
(Mrs Frayne’s) phone number and encouraged me to
set up an appointment. My brother called and set it up.
When I arrived to meet Mrs Frayne, I told her that I was
doing well at school and that I would be a great fit in the
DSG community.
It did not take long for Mrs Frayne to believe in me and
my dream. I came to DSG on a scholarship, and here
we are doing great things once again.

Photo by Terri-Lynne Penny
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Magical Makhanda

Makhanda, the home to our school, is a very unique city (yes, it is
considered a city) that holds a special place for all those who are
lucky enough to experience it for a season of their lives. Despite its
struggles with governance, Makhanda still manages to show off the
very essence of what makes one stay or inspires a parent to send
their child to DSG.
The eclectic community that surrounds and supports our family
of schools is made up of diverse and colourful individuals who all
share something in common… authenticity. As a local recently told
me, whilst scratching his head and having a good moment to think,
“the people who live here are just so down-to-ground (earth).”
We are spoilt with our starry nights, beautiful sunsets, magnificent
mountainside, and proximity to the coast. One might argue that
there is not much to do in Makhanda in comparison to the bustling
cities. However, it is the very thing that makes it work. We are
people focused, we are about family, friends, and relationships. To
give your daughters the opportunity to come to school in Makhanda,
in the heart of the Eastern Cape, is a wonderful gift. Your child/
children receive a world class education in a place that values
authenticity, celebrates diversity and allows children to grow up
organically, in a safe and secure environment.

Victoria Mallett

Magnificent scenic photos taken by Terri-Lynne Penney
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What makes Makhanda
special?
“I love that you have access to nature and outdoor adventure 2 minutes from your front door – Mountain Drive
and the valley are a family favourite for walks with the
dogs, runs, picnics, the proteas and bike rides.” Alison
Wienekus
“I love that everything is close in proximity, it makes juggling a full-time job and children much easier than in a
big city. A traffic jam simply means you have had the
misfortune of getting stuck behind a donkey cart. My
extended family is also very close by, which is the thing
I love most!” Victoria Mallett
“It feels like people in Makhanda know how to rest. It
(Makhanda) works well for friendships and family life, if
you want to cultivate relationships outside of work you
have the space to do so.” Nombulelo Gongqa
“Friesland!” Anonymous (Grade 9)
“The beautiful horizon and watching the rain come in
from the coast. We have the purest blue skies.” Sheena
Price
“It takes me 7 minutes to get home and I live waaaayyy
across town!” Ange Southey
“Love the jacarandas in summer; the thunder storms;
spectacular sunsets and rainbows; the people in the
streets on early morning and late afternoon walks; the
diversity of our town’s community when you go to the
shops; walking to work and school; running or mountain
biking in the mountains and valleys around town; being 5 minutes away from everything with no traffic; the
breath-taking natural environment in and around town;
the unpretentiousness of the Eastern Cape people and
their welcoming warmth; the resilience and resourcefulness of the community in the way they cope with the
challenges of droughts, failing infrastructure; buying
fresh produce like eggs, meat, milk, fruit, veggies, home
baked goods, etc from local producers; being so close
to the sea; the Eastern Cape bushveld; the rich history
of this town and area and the strong culture of community engagement and volunteering to reach out to the
most vulnerable in our area.” Jannie de Villiers
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YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Families are
struggling and are
in dire need.
We will continue our
drive to support
and make a difference
in the lives of
those less fortunate.

For as little as R150, please consider donating to
this incredible initiative.
BANKING DETAILS:

Lukhanyiso Village NPC
FNB Business Account
Account no: 62669421530
Branch code: 250655
Reference: DSGyourname
Swift code: FIRNZAJJ
If you require a Section 18A tax exemption receipt, please email your POP, your
name and email address to info@liv-lukhanyiso.com

www.liv-lukhanyiso.com
www.liv-lukhanyiso.com
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