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A double rainbow arching over DSG after
the much needed rain - a symbol of
HOPE, SOLIDARITY and THANKS for
the year ahead.

Photo by Cate Little

To the DSG community
“The greatest discovery of my generation is that
a human being can alter his life by altering his
attitude.”
In my readings during the holidays I came across this
quote from nineteenth century psychologist, William
James and it struck me how relevant it is in our current
world reality where circumstances beyond our control,
and seemingly out of control, are dominating our
common narrative. At DSG, we have decided not to
adopt a victim mentality but instead, to have a ‘can do’
approach in 2021!
It was wonderful to watch the Girls in Green return to
campus on travel day. Although they were all masked,
the girls were ecstatic to see each other again and their
pure joy was clearly evident. The sounds and scenes

that I observed through my open office window
were truly inspirational. It made me feel that I am in
the place where I belong and I was grateful that the
returning girls were clearly experiencing the same. I
am convinced that those families who arrived for the
first time must have felt reassured by coming into
such a welcoming, energised environment. While this
‘home coming’ played out throughout the day, it was
softly raining here in Makhanda – a sign of blessing
and hope!
It was a pleasure to extend a warm welcome to all the
new DSG families who are starting their journey in this
wonderful school community, but also many others
who returned as Old Girls with their daughters. I was
astounded anew by the great variety in the school
community, as families from across the country, the
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continent and indeed the world arrived on campus.
The diversity among the girls of DSG must be the most
enriching characteristic of our school! Here are a couple
of ‘fun facts’ about the 2021 intake of new girls:
We welcomed 22 new girls to the Junior School (Grade
4-7). These girls came from 15 different schools in the
Eastern Cape, Johannesburg, Cape Town and the UK.
Fourteen of the Junior School new girls have a family
connection with DSG.
In Grades 9-12 we welcomed 21 new girls from 15
different schools in the Southern Cape, Eastern Cape,
Gauteng, Kenya, Burundi, Germany and Australia.
Seven of them have family connections with DSG.
In Grade 8 this year, 44 girls were in DSG Junior and
42 new girls joined us from 28 different primary schools
in Zimbabwe, Botswana, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia,
Limpopo, Gauteng, Mpumalanga, Western Cape,
Southern Cape and Eastern Cape. Fifteen of the new
Grade 8 girls have some family connection with DSG.

“The path ahead
is unlikely to be as
straight as an arrow,
that much we know,
but the attitude with
which we tackle the
journey will make all
the difference.”

book I formulated the following ‘advice to self’ for the
year ahead and I hope you will also find it useful:
Don’t sweat the small stuff, but…
•

Pay attention to detail, so that the small stuff
won’t make you sweat.

•

Locate yourself in the big picture, so that you
know your ‘WHY’.

•

Seek to understand so that you can change
perception into perspective.

•

Expect disruption so that you can harness
change to stimulate your growth.

•

Build courage by understanding vulnerability
and trust, so that we can go further together.

My prayer is that every individual in our community will
flourish this year, and that it will be so because each of
us are doing our bit to help create the environment in
which others can be safe and be themselves. The path
ahead is unlikely to be as straight as an arrow, that
much we know, but the attitude with which we tackle the
journey will make all the difference.
En Avant!

Jannie de Villiers
Head of School

Jannie de Villiers

We were delighted to welcome several new members
of staff to DSG – teachers, interns and others. The
list of new staff members appears elsewhere in this
publication and in the next few newsletters, we will be
introducing these individuals in more detail so that our
community can get to know them. We wish our new
colleagues every success and much fulfillment in the
DSG season of their careers.
Over the holidays, as I tried to find encouragement for
myself, the girls and staff for 2021, I discovered a little
book in a secondhand bookshop titled ‘Don’t Sweat the
Small Stuff’ by Richard Carlson. After having read the

E N AVA N T

15 January 2021

Reflections from Rev
The start of school year is always a busy time for
staff, parents, and pupils. This one in particular was
extra busy as I wore several hats on Tuesday. My
son started Grade 8 at College and so I shuttled
between the two schools, alternating between the
roles of mother and Chaplain. I was impressed by
the thoroughness that goes into the preparations
of these functions. The memories created between
parent, staff and child are phenomenal! I was also
impressed by my son’s mentor, Simba Gumunyu. He
did his job with such excellence, leaving me with a
very comfortable feeling that my son will easily adjust
to his new environment. I commend both schools for
the attention given to all aspects of our children’s
school careers and ensuring a smooth transition into
High school. It was very reassuring for me as a parent
knowing that the schools are focused on making sure
each child has the tools to excel in a holistic manner.
As I write this, most of the girls are back at school.
There is a joyful sound on campus, you can hear the
girls are excited to see each other, a true testament
to their presence.
So, we embark on yet another year. A year which
has started with challenges but, we are confident that
with God as our guide, we shall overcome them. All
staff members are ready for the task ahead and the
pupils eager to face another year.
I leave you with the following verse:

“Do not be afraid, I am with you. Do not be
dismayed, I am your God. I will strengthen you and
help you. I will uphold you with my righteous right
hand.” Isaiah 41:10
En Avant!
Love and blessings,

Rev Rachel

Big dreams!
READ MORE ABOUT
OUR LEADERSHIP
TEAM IN THIS WEEK’S
NEWSLETTER!
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Journey Version 2.0
What do you do in your vacation at the end of grade 11? You
take on the toughest hike in South Africa.

Shaelyn Walker, Nicky Voges and Emma Podesta decided
to take on the 5-night, 6-day Amathole Trail in the Hogsback
Area in what they aptly called Journey Version 2.0. The trail
is considered strenuous and involves walking through indigenous forest and valleys and trekking over mountains, Hog 1
and 3, in one of the most scenic parts of South Africa.
The girls spent the night before the hike in Hogsback. The
following morning, they took a trip to the starting point of the
hike near King William’s Town in a large vehicle, affectionately called “The Beast”.
Day 1 Maden Dam to the overnight stop, Gwili Gwili. It was
a 12 km trip through indigenous forest and involved a 763 m
ascent.

Emma, Nicky and Shaelyn the night before the
hike

After a good night’s rest, they took on Day 2 from Gwili Gwili
to Donda, a difficult 19.14 km hike involving a 633 m ascent.
Day 3 was the longest hiking day of 20.62 km and a climb of
1024 m, from the Donda overnight hut to Cata.
Day 4 involved a relatively short hike of 14.56 km and an
ascent of 634 m, which took them from Cata to Mnyameni.
On Day 5 the girls trekked from Mnyameni to Zingcuwa, it
was a difficult 19.42 km with an 855 m ascent.
Day 6 The final day from Zingcuwa to Hogsback saw them
ascend 991 m over 16.2 km.
Th e gi rls at th
e st ar t of th ei r
ad ve nt ur e
These girls showed excellent spirit and resolve in finishing
what the hike leader, Daniel Cornick, called the “toughest”
trail in South Africa.

Shaelyn finishing at the end of the hike
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MATRICS IN
ANTARCTICA
TOP 5!

After an intense selection process, Kelby Barker was
announced as one of the five lucky matriculants who
was chosen to go to Antarctica on an educational
adventure of a lifetime at the end of January.
The winners were chosen on their response to the
question “If saving nature and the environment is a world
problem - how can YOU help? What can you do
in your own hometown that you believe will make
a positive impact on the planet and possibly
Antarctica?”

“I see this process as the start of
developing future leaders with an
environmental ethos. So, what are
we looking for in the potential leaders to take our country to a better
place for all? 1. Does their passion
sign through in their interview, 2.
Are they committed to community
development and, 3. Are they able
to implement their vision.”
Professor Wagiet

Kelby was DSG’s prefect in charge of the community
service portfolio in 2020. She achieved the highest
accolade in the President’s Award owing to her
dedication to helping others, the community and
the environment. She is certainly deserving of this
extraordinary opportunity.
The matriculants will be accompanied by a group
of top professors from Stellenbosch University and
pioneering explorer, Riaan Manser, the mastermind
behind this expedition. It is a bold and exciting project
in science education and we have no doubt that Kelby
is the perfect choice to embrace this experience, learn
as much as she possibly can and utilize her learnings
going forwards. We are so proud of Kelby, what an
incredibly achievement.
To find out more about Matrics in Antarctica click here
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The A+ Team

Introducing DSG’s Power Pair for 2021
Headgirl “The sky is the limit”

Full name: Indipile Ndamase
Nicknames: Dip, Fin, Indi, Ma-E, Pipi and Indeps
House: Crewe House
Boarder or day girl: Boarder
Years at DSG: 9
Where you from: Born and raised in Queenstown, Eastern Cape
Favourite movie? The Notebook and Breakthrough
Favourite book? The 5am Club by Robin Sharma.
		

Deputy Headgirl “Be a positive light”

Full name: Jane Trinette Dixie
Nickname: Janie/Janey, Dixa, Janeypops, Pops, Pikkewyn, Jane the pain.
House: Merriman
Boarder or Day Girl? Boarder
Years at DSG: Arrived in Grade 5 (7 years)
Where are you from? A farm 45 minutes outside Port Elizabeth
Favourite movie? Notting Hill
Favourite book? Women Don’t Owe You Pretty - Florence Given
I believe you are the greatest of friends, tell us how
you met…
I: Friends come and go from our lives for all sorts of
reasons, but when you have a best friend, they’re going
to stay in your life no matter what happens between
you. If I could give our friendship a word it would be
“roller coaster”. We met in Grade 5 at the DSG Junior
School, but only became friends in Grade 6. It simply
started with Jane taking me out for the weekend and
from there I knew I had found my best friend for life,
my partner in crime but most importantly my sister.
My first memories are playing squash together and
weekends out with Jane on her farm. If you ever want
to know anything about me, ask Jane.
J: Indi came in Grade 4 and I only arrived in Grade
5. I had not been given my email and had not done
ﬁngerprints yet, so Mrs. Paul asked Indi to take me
to the IT department. It was a quiet journey with not
much conversation, I just stared awkwardly at Indi’s
brightly coloured takkies wishing I could have them.
The moment we became true friends was a Friday

“(At DSG) No matter who you
are and what you enjoy - you
will always ﬁnd a perfect place
where you belong and where
you feel loved.”
Jane Dixie

Indipile, Jane and Olivia Price
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afternoon. I was walking out the
boarding house for a weekend out with Olivia Price and
Indi ran after me, grabbed my
arm and whispered in my ear,
“please take me with you, I really
don’t want to stay.” Since then,
Indi and I have been inseparable.
What excites you most about the year ahead?
I: Making the most of everyday that I have left at
DSG. I am also excited to deliver the speeches I have
prepared and look forward to working together with the
prefect body and the rest of my grade.
J: All the ‘ﬁrsts and lasts’, getting to know all the girls
and the life lessons I will learn, which will help me
for the rest of my life.
How do you plan on keeping the spirit and the morale of the girls up in year two of Covid-19?
I: Creating as many opportunities to have regular
check-ins to ensure everyone is okay; organising
events that usually happen but adjusting our ways to
accommodate the new norm; working with the head of
houses to get everyone down on the astro for soccer
evenings, movie nights under the stars and some stargazing - This will help uplift everyone’s spirit and keep
the girls happy.
J: We must build team spirit as we are all in this
together, we will need to support one another and treat
each other with respect and kindness as it is stressful
for everyone. We are not walking this path alone and
we need to pick each other up and always be there for
one another.
What energises you/what do you enjoy doing for
fun?
I: When I surround myself with happy people, I also
tend to be happier. Spending time around people helps
me see the world differently. I enjoy sharing a coke with
my people, my friends and my family, being outdoors,
going for walks and I absolutely love food (I have a
sweet tooth). I’ve also recently been enjoying reading
to keep myself happy and in a good space.

J: “If you consciously choose to be a positive inﬂuence
in the world, you will always ﬁnd opportunities to make
a diﬀerence.” Thuli Madonsela
What extracurricular activities/hobbies do you enjoy the most?
I: Playing team sports, going for walks, having coffee
dates and reconnecting with friends, exercising, taking
care of my health and community service.
J: Hockey, golf and singing in the shower.
Can you tell us something interesting about
yourself that not many people know?
I: As much as people think I’m an outgoing person
and come across as an extrovert, I also have a
side where I like to be by myself. At times I remove
myself from distractions and interruptions in order
to reflect. I use that time to recharge my batteries in
order to work through problems more effectively. I’m
a hard worker and like being organised.
J: I don’t eat seafood, can make a great salad and
can cry for any emotion.
What do you think makes DSG special?

I: The opportunities we are given at DSG. I’ve learnt
that in order to keep a driven mindset, we must allow
the things that mean the most to us, to define us.
Your experience here is what you make it, you will
come across lessons and blessings that will contribute
to the type of women you will become when leaving
the gates of DSG.
The diversity of our school. We all different, have different upbringings. You work and learn with people from
a variety of backgrounds and cultures, students gain
a more comprehensive understanding of the subject
matter.
J: No matter who you are and what you enjoy - you
will always ﬁnd a perfect place where you belong and
where you feel loved.

J: Making memories with friends and family, eating
marvelous food, being positive and helping others. I do
enjoy a good coke with Indi several times a week. :)
What is your favourite mantra or motto that keeps
you going?
I: “Life is like riding a bicycle, to keep your balance,
you must keep moving.” Albert Einstein
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What is your favourite DSG tradition?
I: Lockdown, new pots, silly season and sprig mistress.
J: K-WEEK, so many memories are made during this
week. I love how much support and love we show our
school and how important it is to each girl.
Who is your role model and why?
I: My role models are my parents. I am so grateful for
all that they do for me and all the sacrifices they have
made for me, so I can live the best life and make my
dreams come true.
They are my pillars of
strength, they are my
guides and give me
the courage to battle
obstacles in life.
J: My mother has
deﬁnitely been the
backbone of my life
and has made me
who I am today. She
has taught me so many life lessons; always take pride
in who you are, wear your heart on your sleeve and
stick to the ones that stick to you.
Name 3 things on your bucket list?
I: Travel and do community service around the world,
start my own charity where I can provide opportunities
that I have been privileged to have and to go to a Hillsong or Elevation Worship concert.

with a heart full of love
J: Live everyday like there is no tomorrow and always choose to be a positive light in people’s lives, it
doesn’t hurt to be kind. A fresh start isn’t a new place,
it’s a mindset.
What did you want to be when you were little?
I: I’ve always wanted to become a doctor one day,
follow in my dad’s footsteps and continue the legacy
my uncle left behind. I
grew up watching him
do his job and since
then, I’ve always looked
up to him and all the
sacrifices he makes.
One day I also want to
help and not expect anything in return. I’ve just
dreamt big from a young
age - the sky is the limit
J: I wanted to own lots
of hotels and restaurants and speak to all the people
who entered.
Have you thought about what you will do after
matric? (career)

J: Travel South America with Indi, watch Bastille and
Callum Scott live and get a hole in one.

I: I want to apply at Nelson Mandela University or
UCT to do an MBChB (Bachelor of Medicine and
Bachelor of Surgery). Occupational therapy is something that I’ve also always been interested in. Another
option is taking a gap year and playing hockey, au
pairing and doing community work overseas.

Do you have a psyche up song?
I: Hall of Fame - The Script, will.i.am and Echo Elevation Worship

J: Study a BCom Management Science; spend lots
of quality time with friends and family, become a social entrepreneur and travel abroad.

J: Crazy - Gnarls Barkley and Everything is Changing- Goldfish
What is the greatest lesson that the pandemic has
taught you?
I: Nothing is ever set in stone. The only thing that is
certain is uncertainty, everything can change tomorrow.
Focus on what is important to us, live every moment
in your life as if it’s your last and celebrate anything
that puts a smile on your face, big or small. I want to
live my day with glory and excellence, with boundless
enthusiasm and limitless integrity, true to my vision and
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Welcome to the family!
This week the campus came to life once again with the happy sounds
of busy footsteps, laughter and constant chatter!
Those returning were ecstatic to see their friends, whilst the new
girls were easy to spot with their nervous giggles and awkward elbow
taps. Within minutes however, the nerves gave way to excitement
and smiling eyes as they met their new ‘sisters’ for the first time,
and officially became ‘Girls in Green’.
It was wonderful to see the number of Old Girls daughter ’s joining
us this year, who seemed equally as excited as their daughter ’s for
the adventure that lies ahead!
Nici (nee Russell ‘94) and Lily
Morton (Grd 8)

Donna (Grd 8) and Hilary
Miranda (nee Patterson ‘99)

Kerry (nee Allan ‘91), Kim and
Andy Sutherland

Lisa (nee Clarke ‘95), Iliara (Grd
8) and Nick Steffny

A warm welcome to all our new girls and parents, we are delighted
to have you join the DSG family.

Esethu Fani (Grd 8) with her family.
Daughter of Ant Fani (OA ‘91)

Emma Short (Grd 8) - daugther of
David Short OA ‘91, past OA Chairman
of the Graff Reinet branch

Andrew, Ashley and Louise Todd (nee
van Rensburg ‘97, DSG stff) . Ashley
joins us from DSG Junior School

Celeste (DSG staff), Madison and
Owen Were (OA ‘91) - Madison joined
us from DSG Junior School

Thabisa Moleshe (‘98), Sihle Pakade
(Grd 10) and Vuvu Moleshe (‘01). Sihle’s aunts, Thabisa and Vuvu, came to
check their niece into their old school.

The Ranchhod family, Pooja (Grd 8)
joins us from DSG Junior School
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Megan Emslie (Grd 8), daugther of
Andrew (OA ‘93) and
grandaughter of Jenny Emslie DSG’s former tennis and squash
coach for many years

Asikelelwe Vena (Grd 8)

Sibulele Papu (Grd 8),
joins us from DSG Junior.
A force of energy and
musical whizz!

Keita Crawford-Bestelink
(Grd 8)

Loretta von Parpart (Grd 10) joins
us from Germany

Twins! Introducing the Mabutho family, sisters
Annisa and Ayana are in Grade 8 and join us
from DSG Junior School

Sandisiwe Mtyenene
(Grd 8) and her very proud
little sister

Joining us all the way from
Australia, Amelia Landsman (Grd 9)

Deputy Headmaster, Simon
Holderness, with daughter
Abigail and wife Jane.
Abbey joins us from DSG
Junior School and is an
exceptional sports woman

Grade 8 boarders getting settled

Introducing Our New Staff

This week we welcomed new staff members to our team and we are delighted to have them on board!
Look out for their profiles which will be featured in the next couple of newsletters.
Geowynne Gamiet
Bronlynn Gamiet
		
Mvelo Phungula
Nana Phungula
Peter Black		
Kutlwano Kepadisa
Lee Robyn		

Sports Director
English, Extra Afrikaans
and LO Teacher
Maths Teacher		
Part-Time San Sister
Choir Director			
Chamber Choir Conductor
Junior Intern

Sesethu Zonke		
Senior Intern		
Thembelihle Cele		
Senior Intern			
Sylvia Israel-Akinbo		
Spanish Teacher
Athenkosi Nzanzeka 		
Digital and isiXhosa
				Teacher
Nombulelo Gongqa 		
Transformation
				and Diversity Manager
Maxine Smit			Maths Teacher		
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Say YES
to new
adventures!
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ormation

on about the Cambridge International A
A Level stream is available on our websites:
gschool.com/dsg-senior/academic/
acschool.com/academic/cambridge-a-

ommend the Cambridge International
Database, which details specific entry
or universities around the world for pupils
alifications:
on.cambridgeinternational.org

mazing A-Level Results!

In 2019, The Diocesan School for Girls and
St Andrew’s College introduced a Cambridge
LEVELS
International A Levels Stream, giving our
students the choice of a recognised and
respected international alternative to the mainstream National Senior
Certificate (NSC) written through the IEB. Successful completion of
a Cambridge International A Level qualification provides pupils with
access to the top universities throughout the world, including South
Africa.
Our first group of 16 DSG and St Andrew’s College students wrote
their final A Level examinations in October and November of 2020,
and we are thrilled to be able to announce the 2020 Cambridge
International A Level results.

The subject pass rate of our students who wrote the 2020 A Level
examinations was 100%. 98% of our subject results were A* to C
symbols and 94% of our students achieved A* to C symbols across
all their subjects. More than three quarters of our subject A Level
results were over 80%, including 38% A* symbols (over 90%).
All our candidates who wrote A Level Biology, A Level Chemistry, and
A Level English Literature achieved A* or A symbols, while 86% of our
results in A Level Mathematics, 75% of our results in A Level History,
and 73% of our results in A Level Physics were A* or A symbols.

Amy Pool

We warmly congratulate the following DSG pupils who achieved
exceptional results in their Cambridge International A Level
examinations:
Amy Poole: 3 A* symbols
Catherine More: 1 A* symbol and 2 A symbols
Sienna Evans: 3 A symbols
We are exceptionally proud of the achievements of our first A Levels
cohort in 2020. They are a quite extraordinary group of young women
and men, who have taken on the opportunity to stretch themselves
academically through the A Levels program with incredible focus and
enthusiasm. They have flourished academically and are now truly
equipped to succeed in their choice of university anywhere in the
world. We would also like to express our sincere gratitude to all the
staff at DSG and College who have given so much of their time and
energy to ensure the success of the A Levels program. Well done,
girls!

Catherine More

Sienna Evans
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