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VALUE: CONFIDENCE
facing the African Continent, but the global community as
a whole – notably climate change, drought, famine, conflict and migration. Once complete, the Great Green Wall
will be the largest living structure on the planet, 3 times
the size of the Great Barrier Reef.
The sheer size and complexity of this task is awe inspiring, not to mention daunting. To reclaim desert landscape
laid waste by drought and conflict and turn it into a productive habitat providing food and shelter for humans and
animals across 8 000 km might seem impossible. However, since 2007, communities from East coast to West have
risen to the challenge and are slowly but surely growing
this green belt, acre by acre. [Information sourced from
www.greatgreenwall.org]

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
Over the past couple of weeks, I have watched the ivy
plant outside my bathroom creep slowly and insidiously
through the open window. At first, I didn’t notice the delicate green strands making their way quietly through the
gap but inch by inch, tendril by tendril, they crept and grew
and wound their way into the room as if trying to claim the
building as part of nature. Overnight, tiny emerald buds
have burst into fully fledged leaves. Where two days ago
there was a single shoot, suddenly three are tracing their
way across the burglar bars. I wonder how much of this
growth I would see in action if I had the patience to sit and
watch.
It reminds me of an initiative that Lisa Micklewright told
me about taking root in Africa’s Sahel region, at the southern edge of the Sahara Desert. The Great Green Wall is It
is an African-led movement with an epic ambition to grow
an 8 000 km natural wonder of the world across the entire
width of Africa.
Just over a decade after inception and roughly 15% underway, the initiative is already bringing life back to Africa’s degraded landscapes at an unprecedented scale,
providing food security, jobs and a reason to stay for the
millions who live along its path. The Wall promises to be
a compelling solution to the many urgent threats not only

This is how we grow children. Steadily and deliberately,
watering, feeding, and nourishing them until one day, almost without us realising it, they have become competent, skilled, adept young adults. In the blink of an eye the
shy six-year-old in her too-big uniform, who couldn’t read
and write, has transformed into a confident, informed and
perceptive matriculant, ready to tackle the world. Like the
ivy their progress seems both gradual and sudden, happening before our eyes and hidden in plain sight. Tendril
by tendril, inch at a time, they develop and mature until
suddenly they are in full bloom.
This fortnight we added plenty of sunshine and fresh air
to the magic ingredients we use to cultivate our Junior
School girls as the Grade 6 and 7 girls headed off to Addo
and the Monastery for a little growing outside the classroom. Next weekend we hope for more of the same as we
make our way to Bushman’s River to swim the ‘Mile’ and
picnic on the beach.
I wish you all a lazy late-summer weekend. Be sure to get
your dose of sun and relaxation!
En Avant!
Best wishes

Ms Jane Ritchie
Junior School Head
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Reflections from Rev
It is always appreciated when someone thanks
you for something you have done for them. In
fact, Jesus too was surprised when only one leper
returned to thank him. It is expected to say thank
you for a favour or service received.
Psalm 100 reminds us…
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness.
Come before him with joyful songs.
Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us,
and we are his.
We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts
with praise.
Give thanks to him and praise his name. For the
Lord is good and his love endures forever. His
faithfulness continues through all generations.
God does so much for us! Everyday God provides
us with all of our needs; from food to clothing; from
family and friends to teachers and House Mothers,
and the list goes on. Lately, we can be very thankful for the rain that has fallen over Makhanda and
the surrounding areas, we are truly grateful.
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THE FORTNIGHT AT A GLANCE
15 FEB
10h00 Valentines visit from Grade 7 Prep boys
16 FEB
10h00 Shrove Tuesday, Pancake Races
			 17 FEB
Ash Wednesday
Grade 4 Outdoor Education (Monastery)
14h00 Music Concert
18 FEB
Grade 4’s return from Outdoor Ed
			21 FEB
12h00 Bushman’s River Mile
Grange Beach Outing
			22 FEB
Interhouse Gala 100m
10h00

23 FEB
Eye Screening of new girls
Interhouse Gala 50m and Relays

			25 FEB
Travel Day

Above all, we thank God for the gift of his only
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Thank you, Lord!
May you always be thankful!

Rev Rachel

16 Feb

Carys Johnstone
18 Feb

Mrs Megan Theron
22 Feb

Ayola Mnqandi
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GRADE

ENTHUSIASTIC ENERGETIC EXCITED
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MS Nosipho Lukhele
HOW MANY YEARS HAVE YOU BEEN AT DSG? I have
been at DSG since 2016. I started off as an intern.
WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT TEACHING? I enjoy
the light bulb moments. I love seeing a child’s face when they
understand a concept that I have brought forward. I enjoy
speaking to these little, curious minds. Their enthusiastic
energy feeds me a desire to teach even more.
WHO OR WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO BECOME A
TEACHER? Two teachers in my school life inspired me
to teach, first one was my Life Skills teacher Mrs Nkwinti.
She was an amazing teacher, she always encouraged her
students and spoke positively about their future, her passion
made me want to do the same. Then I had a physics teacher
who hated his job and always called us stupid, he often was
inappropriate in class and made inappropriate comments. It
is also because of him that I chose to get into education and
make a difference. I wanted to try my best to inspire and not
destroy. As a teacher your job is to speak life and light to your
learners, even if it seems dark and impossible, speak life!
WHAT ATMOSPHERE DO YOU TRY AND CREATE IN
YOUR CLASSROOM? I am a tactile and visual learner. I
prefer doing things practically so that my learners can see
it and understand it, and eventually apply it. I am all about
fairness and good vibes. I do not have favourites and I try my
best to treat all my girls fairly.
IF THERE WAS ONE LESSON YOU COULD CHOOSE TO
TEACH YOUR GIRLS, WHAT WOULD IT BE? If I had just
one lesson to teach my girls, it would be appreciation. These
girls are so lucky and privileged to be at DSG. Their futures
are in place for them, all they need to do is grab them.

“I enjoy speaking to these
little, curious minds. Their
enthusiastic energy feeds me
a desire to teach even more.”

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE CHILDREN’S BOOK? I
spend my time reading the Bible more than any other books,
however, I have read a few books of Roald Dahl and I often
watch the movies too. The BFG, Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory, Matilda, and Danny the Champion of the World.
WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO DO FOR FUN? I enjoy singing,
watching movies, and spending time with my daughter.
WHAT ARE SOME FUN AND INTERESTING FACTS
ABOUT YOU THAT NOT MANY PEOPLE KNOW? I enjoy
forensic science in movies or documentaries, and I am into
beauty and cosmetics, especially make-up.
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MRS MEGAN THERON
HOW MANY YEARS HAVE YOU BEEN AT DSG? I
moved back to the Eastern Cape and joined the DSG
family in October 2016, just months before getting
married. I’ve been a Grade 6 teacher at DSG for 4 years
and almost 5 months. (I enjoy Maths)
WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT TEACHING?
I thoroughly enjoy getting to know the assortment
of personalities that pass through my classroom. I
absolutely love it when my students have fun while
learning or after struggling with a question for a while,
they suddenly crack it! (The ‘ah-ha’ moment)
WHO OR WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO BECOME A
TEACHER? While in my third year at Rhodes, I became
a student assistant at Fairlawn. I loved working with the
little people and decided to pursue a career in education.

“Be proud of the
unique contribution
that you can make ”
.

WHAT ATMOSPHERE DO YOU TRY AND CREATE IN
YOUR CLASSROOM? I hope that my class is a place
where my learners feel safe enough to make mistakes,
inspired to be creative and excited to learn.
IF THERE WAS ONE LESSON YOU COULD CHOOSE
TO TEACH YOUR GIRLS, WHAT WOULD IT BE? That
the world isn’t always kind and fair but despite this, you
can choose to show kindness to others.
Be proud of the unique contribution that you can make.
FAVOURITE CHILDREN’S BOOK CHARACTER? As
a youngster, I absolutely loved anything written by Roald
Dahl.
WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO DO FOR FUN? I have always
enjoyed running, especially if there is a scenic route
to be explored. I enjoy travelling and being exposed
to different cultures and ways of doing things. I enjoy
learning new skills, meeting new people, and jumping
out of airplanes on occasion.
WHAT ARE SOME FUN AND INTERESTING FACTS
ABOUT YOU THAT NOT MANY PEOPLE KNOW? I
spent a year living in South Korea with Two of my best
friends. We had the most amazing adventures and can
tell terrific tales; however, I am ashamed to admit that I
still have a very limited Korean vocabulary.
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MRS Tandi Fer reira
HOW MANY YEARS HAVE YOU BEEN AT DSG? This
is my 16th year teaching Gr 7 at DSG! I started in 2006
in the old Junior School, which is now the Maths Centre
and The Wall.
WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT TEACHING?
Interacting with the girls and getting to know them. My
biggest passion is making a difference in their lives and
allowing them to feel free to be themselves and to feel
that they are in a safe learning space. I want each and
every girl to feel loved and uninhibited in my presence.
WHO OR WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO BECOME A
TEACHER? I actually think it was my father who always
said that I should become a teacher – he always felt that
I enjoyed children and that I would work well with them.
I recall being quite afraid of some of my teachers in my
junior years and as a result, I never ever want a child to
feel that fear that I remember.
efforts to perfect - like the saying “Rome was not built in
a day.”
WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE CHILDREN’S BOOK?
I love the Aesop’s Fables and a favourite, which I am
reading to the class at the moment (and which they are
loving), is “One for the Murphys” by Lynda Mullaly Hunt.
They just can’t wait for the next chapter!

WHAT ATMOSPHERE DO YOU TRY AND CREATE IN
YOUR CLASSROOM? I try to create a cheerful and
happy atmosphere with lots of colour. I like to inspire
the girls with meaningful quotes about life and learning.
I also like to display some of their own work so that
they can enjoy a sense of pride in others seeing their
attempts.
IF THERE WAS ONE LESSON YOU COULD CHOOSE
TO TEACH YOUR GIRLS, WHAT WOULD IT BE?
Listen to your inner voice – that gut feeling when you
don’t know whether to do something or not - it will serve
as a moral compass. Also, to not to be afraid of failure
– the most special and brilliant things in life took many

WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO DO FOR FUN? I love reading,
watching true crime series, doing crossword puzzles,
sudokus, catching up with and entertaining friends and
family, trips up-river and spending time at Bushman’s
River Mouth over weekends and holidays.
WHAT ARE SOME FUN FACTS ABOUT YOU THAT NOT
MANY PEOPLE KNOW? I am an old DSG girl and was
in Espin House and I absolutely loved my years at this
wonderful school. I even got married in the DSG chapel.
My daughter also went to DSG and matriculated in 2016
– Knowling House. My son was in Armstrong House,
my brother was in Graham House and my grandfather
was in Upper House. My grandparents got married in
the SAC chapel – so I just love the history I have with
the family of schools. I am afraid of heights and really
don’t like standing too close to the edge of the balcony
on the upper floor! I don’t like confrontation and avoid it
at all costs!
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MS jane ritchie
To read the wonderful interview with Jane Ritchie, Head of the
Junior School, House Director of The Grange and Grade 7 teacher,
please click here

DREAM BIG
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“I would love each of
our girls to leave the
Junior School with
the confidence to take
chances, risk
failure and make
independent
decisions.”
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THIS WEEK’S GIRLS IN GREEN
This week meet Juliana, one of the triplets in Grade 4; Abigail in Grade 5, whose favourite thing about DSG is EVERYTHING; Lauren, the Bedford farmer’s daughter in Grade 7 and a future CEO, Ilitha - also in Grade 7.

JULIANA ABLORT-MORGAN ABIGAIL MEIHUIZEN
Name: Abigail Meihuizen

Nickname/s:
Julie, Jules

Nickname/s: Arby, Abs

Grade: 4

Grade: 5

Day girl or boarder?
Boarder

Day Girl or boarder?
Day girl

Where do you come
from? A farm between
Adelaide and Tarkastad

Where do you come from?
I have always lived in Grahamstown

What makes your home so special? It is in the
open

What makes your home/city or town special? My family

What do you like doing for fun? I like sport

What do you like doing for fun? Playing with my friends,
reading, hugging my dogs, swimming

What is something you want to learn how to do?
Horse riding

What is something you want to learn how to do? Play
the bagpipes

When is the last time you made someone smile?
This morning

When is the last time you made someone smile? Today

What makes you laugh? My sisters

What makes you laugh? My friends and when my puppy
tries to get my other dog to play

What is something you are really looking forward
to? Playing new sports

What is something you are really looking forward to?
The holidays

What is your favourite thing about DSG? That it is
a big school

What is your favourite thing about DSG? Everything!

What do you want to be when you grow up? A
horse rider

What do you want to be when you grow up? Don’t know
yet

LAUREN BOWKER
Name: Lauren Bowker
Nickname: Lolly and Lollipop
Grade: 7
Day girl and boarder? Day girl

Juliana!

Where do you come from? I come
from Bedford and live on a farm.
***Please
notehometown
that interviews
of girls have
What makes
your
special?
It isalla been
very old
conducted with parents approval and full support.
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farming town and a lot of the old buildings have been
restored which looks beautiful. All the farmers come
together every Saturday to play golf and have fun.

What is something you are really looking forward
to? Learning and making new things

What do you like doing for fun? I like playing the
piano, tennis and golf.

What is your favourite thing about DSG? The new
friends that I’ve made and the sports that I get to play

What is something you want to learn how to do? I
would like to learn how to snowboard.

What do you want to be when you grow up? An
engineer, a CEO or own my own buisness

When is the last time you made somebody smile?
5 minutes ago
What makes you laugh? My dogs
What is something you are really looking forward
to? I am really looking forward to my birthday.
What do you love about DSG? I really like all the
opportunities that we get here and my peers and
teachers are very kind and helpful. I also enjoy the
sports.
What do you want to be when you grow up? I’m
not a hundred percent sure yet but I love animals and
might do something along those lines, but I’m keeping
an open mind.

ILITHA FANI
Nickname: Ili
Grade: 7
Day girl or boarder?
Boarder
Where do you come from?
East London
What makes your home town special?
It is where my best friends and my family live.
What do you like doing for fun? Playing the violin
and singing
What is something you want to learn how to do?
Contemporary (it’s a dance)

Wishing all our
our girls a very
happy
Valentine’s
weekend!

When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today
What makes you laugh?
When people tickle me and make funny jokes
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A LITTLE LOVING GOES A LONG WAY
SPCA Visit - a tonic for the girls and the animals alike!

Over the past 3 weeks, a number of our girls have had the opportunity to visit the SPCA during their clubs session. We
washed adorable puppies, walked a number of very enthusiastic canines, and gave the cats some TLC.

Mrs Megan Theron

COMPASSION LEARN IT, TEACH IT, SHARE IT
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MARIMBA MAGIC
I am very happy to report that the Junior School has acquired a new set of Marimbas this year! The girls are dead
keen and are showing loads of potential even at this early stage. We look forward to having a happy marimba vibe
resonating at the school this year!

Mrs Margie Rogers

DISTINCTION IN MUSIC EXAMS!

Trinity College Music exams went online last year. Mia Joubert in Grade 5
did an online recording and received
a Distinction for her Grade 1 Piano
Exam. Well done Mia!

E N AVA N T

DSG Junior School |

12 FEBRUARY 2021

GRADE 6... This is ME!

The Grade 6 Life Skills project was titled “This is me”, and for the history aspect of the project, they had to do an
investigation and research the inventions made during the Age of Discovery.
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ACTION PACKED ADVENTURE FOR GRADE 7S
The girls enjoyed a wonderful trip to Addo, where we were hosted by the Leaders in Life team. The girls learnt how to
erect their tents by following written instructions and cosily settled in. A wide range of activities were on offer including
canoeing, making a chicken potjie, tug-of-war, an Amazing Race, a tractor ride tour of a citrus farm and making stick
bread on the fire. Many girls overcame their fear of heights by going on the big swing and zip-lining. They were very
brave and thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
The girls were divided into groups of 4 for all their activities. New friendships were forged, and we all came away with a
greater sense of belonging and camaraderie. Despite the heat, I was impressed with the enthusiasm and co-operation
that the girls displayed, and I thoroughly enjoyed getting to know each of them better. We arrived back safely at school,
albeit rather exhausted!

Mrs Tandi Ferreira
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Community Engagement

‘The greatest natural resource any country can have is its children.’
Danny Kaye

THE DSG JUNIOR EARLYACT CLUB

This year we are launching the DSG Junior EarlyAct Club!
Although the Junior School has been actively engaging with,
and supporting the Makhanda community for many years,
from this year it will be with the support, guidance and
blessing of the Rotary Club International. Ours will be one
of several EarlyAct clubs in Makhanda and we hope to work
together, as well as on our own, for the betterment of our
school, the local community and indeed, the world!
EarlyAct is a service club for children from 5 to 13 years,
its mission and ideals are closely linked to Rotary and its
foundation provides a natural succession to Interact, which
is a highly successful club in the DSG Senior School.
Increasing an awareness of, and empathy for those around
them and the local community, are key to the goals of
EarlyAct. It is character building, develops leadership
potential and promotes friendship and
harmony amongst club members.
We look forward to reporting on the inception
and progression of the club itself as well as its
service projects.

Mrs Angie Gooden
IKHAYALETHU

The Anglican sisters of the Community of the Resurrection in
Makhanda are an amazing group of women who have over
many years adopted 5 children. They parent them and love
them, providing for their every need.
The DSG Junior School will be partnering with this precious
community in the hope that over the coming months and
years we will develop a deep, loving relationship with each
child and their mothers. In doing so, our dream is that our
girls grow in empathy, respect, and compassion for others.
Yesterday we celebrated the 7th birthday of one of the
children with balloons, cake, games and gifts. The three
Grade 7 girls were humbled by the experience.

“Never doubt that
a small group of
thoughtful citizens
can change the world.
Indeed, it is theonly
thing that ever has.”
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Launch of the Parent Portal App
We are excited to launch our new Parent Portal App. It is available on the App Store (iPhones) or Google Play
(Androids): Ed Admin (Adana) Parent Portal (image below)

The activation code is 970074
This portal is used across our family of 3 schools and we are busy working
with the developers to load the information and tweak the settings to suit
us best.
Please note the following:
•

Push notifications will appear on the notifications tab.

•

The calendar will be updated regularly. We suggest changing the setting
to: Year. The other options include your child’s daily timetable.

•

School reports will be loaded to view.

•

Please update your details in the My Profile section

•

Photo gallery link can be found in Documentation (photos are currently
been updated)

We appreciate your feedback and happy to assist with any questions along
the way.
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