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“Their joyful laughter and calling drew me outdoors to delight in their childish glee.”
Jane Ritchie

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
Wednesday was the most glorious rainy day, with 16mm
of rain recorded in the DSG Junior rain gauge. The
energy levels in The Grange had reached fever pitch
by 6pm as the girls had spent all day indoors, wrapped
up against the cold and wet weather. They needed no
second bidding to spend an hour running around outside
in their jammies as the clouds yielded to blue skies and
a beautiful mild evening. Their joyful laughter and calling
drew me outdoors to delight in their childish glee as they
played hide ‘n seek, swung on the tree rope and climbed
the jungle gyms. More rain was in store overnight and we
woke on Thursday to a world washed clean, fresh and
ready for the business of life.
Our girls have coped well with online learning this week,
almost all of them old hands at Google Classroom and
Google Meet lessons. We have used the time to revise
and consolidate core skills from last year in preparation
for going full steam ahead on Monday.
Our boarders have kept busy too, baking, playing four
square, crafting and participating in an Amazing Race.
They have all settled into their lodgings happily and our
new girls are beginning to feel at home and making fast
friends with their dorm mates.

improved dining room in The Grange. Our maintenance
team worked hard over the holidays to have it ready
and Mama C has decked it out in pretty pink with table
runners, fruit bowls and other essential items to make it
feel like home. It doubles as a prep room after supper
where the girls can revise the day’s schoolwork, complete
their homework or read. With the lovely warm summer
evenings, we have the doors flung wide onto the verandah,
looking out onto our gorgeously green lawn.
We cannot wait to see what the rest of the term holds
and hope to pack an exciting, innovative and fun-filled
curriculum into the last months of summer.
En Avant!
Best wishes

Ms Jane Ritchie
Junior School Head

We are thoroughly enjoying our new, enlarged and
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Reflections from Rev
Most female animals keep their new-born babies
close by, to feed and take care of them. During
this time, they fiercely protect their young from any
predators. Take for example the hippopotamus, the
mother spends almost a year with her calf, a joey
of a kangaroo may remain in the mother’s pouch
for as long as nine months, while eaglets do not
leave the nest until they are about three months.
All the time, these mothers are busy nurturing and
protecting their babies.
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NOTICE FOR PARENTS
The DSG runs a Parents’ Prayer group.
Members are asked to pray for various points
concerning the school every Thursday. New
and current parents are welcome to join.
Please send a WhatsApp message to either
Rev Rachel on 0814537339 or
Ms Franci Ellis on 0836115859

This is a good example of the love that Jesus has
for his children. The Bible tells us that one day,
Jesus stood looking over the city of Jerusalem and
cried,

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem. How often I have longed
to gather your children together, as a hen gathers
her chicks under her wings, but you were not
willing?” (Luke 13: 34 NIV)
This is a beautiful picture of Jesus.
Even this year, Jesus, like a mother hen, wants to
gather his children under the shelter of his wings,
where we would all be safe.
Would you like to take your place under Jesus’
wings? There’s space for you!

Rev Rachel

2 Feb

Iminathi Mgudlandlu
6 Feb

Emily Palmer
12 Feb

Eelo-Ola Adewole
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Teaching Courage & Kindness to our Grade 4s
Lisa Micklewright (nee Pringle ’87) is one of our longest standing members of staff in the Junior School. She has
two children; Leah, an exceptional academic, matriculated from DSG last year and Zach is currently in Grade 11
at St Andrew’s College. Lisa also has two fur babies who she adores, Poppy and Rosie.
On meeting Lisa, one feels instantly at ease, it is like being in the company of an old friend you have known
for years. She is remarkably down to earth and has a warmth and openness about her which allows her to
effortlessly connect and engage with her pupils. Lisa is a force of energy and is fully invested in her pupils 100%
of the time. She is always thinking out of the box and coming up with different ideas and teaching methods to aid
the learning process. Don’t be surprised if you walk past
her classroom and spot girls cuddling a puppy or giving a
chicken some TLC!
Lisa also has a great sense of community, she has recently
sold DSG buffs to raise funds for LIV and is a member of
Soul Sisters along with Judy, a team of runners that go the
distance to raise funds for those less fortunate.
HOW MANY YEARS HAVE YOU BEEN AT DSG?
11 years teaching and 6 years in Merriman House.
WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT TEACHING?
I love connecting with each child and making the learning
process fun. I love seeing the smile on a child’s face and
see their eyes light up, when they finally understand a concept that they have been struggling with.
WHO OR WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO BECOME A TEACHER?
I had a wonderful teacher in Grade 7, my first year at DSG;
her name was Mrs Celeste Leach. She made lessons such
fun - I remember learning about Bedouins in History class
- we made tents and sat around eating home baked bread
pretending to live in the desert! She was fun, energetic, and
creative. Mrs Jones, Rebecca and Hannah Jones’ granny,
was my tutor and she was so kind, gentle, and patient. She
was also a great example of a good teacher.

IF THERE IS ONE LESSON YOU COULD CHOOSE
TO TEACH YOUR GIRLS, WHAT WOULD IT BE? Be
kind and courageous. These two qualities will equip
you for many of life’s challenges where you need to be
gentle and strong at the same time.
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WHAT ATMOSPHERE DO YOU TRY AND CREATE IN
YOUR BRIGHT AND VIBRANT CLASSROOM? It is
important that our classroom is a safe space where we
are all able to take risks, make mistakes and learn from
them. Mistakes are our friends when we allow them to
teach us. We need a space where we can feel loved
and accepted; appreciated for our uniqueness ; not be
compared to others and be allowed to fearlessly own our
strengths and our weaknesses. I love it when children
own their learning and ask for help. Being able to be free
to question and be curious is key.
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WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE CHILDREN’S BOOK?
‘Epaminondas’ by Eve Merriman. It is a story about a
little boy who keeps making silly mistakes, but in the
end, even though his mother says, ‘he doesn’t have the
sense he was born with’, she says that she ‘loves him all
the same’. It was my favourite childhood story and I still
have it on my bookshelf today.
WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO DO IN YOUR DOWN TIME?
I like to explore new trails on the mountain and on the
farm with my Jack Russels. I like to garden, crotchet,
read, sew, and spend time with my family and friends,
especially in nature.
WHAT ARE SOME FUN AND INTERESTING FACTS
ABOUT YOU THAT NOT MANY PEOPLE KNOW?
In acted in a TV series called ‘Read the Whirlwind’ when
I was in matric.
My friends and I used to babysit Mr Wynne’s (our headmaster) daughters; couldn’t stop eating all the treats out
of the biscuit tins, but he still asked us back!
In the book, ‘Shadow of the Wild Hare’ by Marguerite
Poland, the character Rosie, is based on my life as an
East-Cape farmgirl and Skip and Dan are based on my
two brothers.

The Grade 5 Experience Mrs Pauls’ Magic
Judy is one of the longest standing members of the Junior
School staff – many DSG girls have been fortunate enough
to experience ‘Mrs Paul’s magic’ during their time at the
DSG Junior School. Nothing is ever too much for Judy,
she has the most amazing ‘can-do’ attitude, a sparkly
twinkle in her eye, loves a laugh and has an incredible
sense of humour.
Judy is mom to 3 children, a son at Prep and 2 daughters
at DSG Snr and her husband, Marc, is Deputy-Head at
St Andrew’s Prep and Housemaster of Fairlawn House
(which includes our Preppie girls, who we welcome to
DSG in their Gr 4 year). Judy has a passion for running
and is a admirable member of the Soul Sisters crew, who,
when Covid allows for it, run an amazing 3 marathons in
3 days across our Eastern Cape landscape to raise funds
for our community.
The girls who are in and have been in her class absolutely
‘love Mrs. Paul’ - she is described as compassionate and
kind, firm and fair and is indeed a real treasure, which can
be found right here on our junior school campus.
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HOW MANY YEARS HAVE YOU BEEN AT DSG?
14 years. (I think!)
WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT TEACHING?
I love forming a connection with each girl who is
in my care. I really love seeing their eyes light up
with happiness or excitement when they have learnt
something “for real”.
WHO INSPIRED YOU TO BECOME A TEACHER? My
dad – he was a great teacher - kind, patient and honest.
He was loved and respected by the young people he
taught.
WHAT ATMOSPHERE DO YOU TRY AND CREATE IN
YOUR COLOURFUL AND CREATIVE CLASSROOM?
My husband always teases me about the time and effort
I put into my classroom environment – he says I treat the
walls like a massive scrapbooking project! I hope the girls
find it exciting and that it encourages them to learn and
explore further. I aim to make my lessons as much fun as possible - children
learn better when they are happy, relaxed, and confident.
IF THERE IS ONE LESSON YOU COULD CHOOSE TO TEACH YOUR
GIRLS, WHAT WOULD IT BE? If you can choose to be anything at all …
choose to be kind!
WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE CHILDREN’S BOOK? Although it is not a book
that I read to the Grade 5s, The Gruffalo is my favourite children’s book. I read
it to my own children over and over and over when they were little, so I associate it with sleepy bedtime snuggles. I love the sense of rhythm and rhyme and
that clever little mouse!
WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO DO IN YOUR DOWN TIME? I run, garden and
upcycle old things.
WHAT ARE SOME FUN AND INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT YOU THAT
NOT MANY PEOPLE KNOW?
I eat hotdogs with a knife and fork, I am terrified of public speaking and my
favourite place is home.
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“If you can
choose
to be
anything
at all...
choose to
be kind!”
Judy Paul
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INTRODUCING OUR GIRLS IN GREEN
Over the course of the year we will be introducing you to your daughter’s friends and ‘sisters’ and all the wonderful people
that make up the Junior School. Each girl brings with them their unique personality and special ‘something”, making for an
incredibly diverse and interesting extended family! We hope you enjoy meeting our Girls in Green…

KAYLA WIENEKUS

What do you want to be when you grow up? I want
to be a vet as my full-time job and an Olympic swimmer.
I then would like to live on an orange farm and have a
few cows, chickens, horses, sheep, and donkeys

Nicknames:
Kayls, K or Kazie
Grade: 4

KITTY
ROSALIND
LEAH
LORRAINE

Day girl or boarder?
Daygirl
Where do you
come from? I come
from Grahamstown
(Makhanda), but I
was born in East London.

Nicknames: Kit Cat, Kitty
Minitty, Kits
Grade: 5

What makes your home town or city so special?
Walks on the mountain with my family and dogs. We
also like having tea at Barista.
What do you like doing for fun? I love to read adventurous books, play in the pool with my sister, play music
- I play the trumpet and the piano. l also like to bake
bread and horse ride in the holidays. Playing with my
dogs is one of my favourite things to do!
What is something you want to learn how to do? I
like doing gymnastics and I would like to learn how to do
a backwards walkover.
When is the last time you made someone smile? I
had an early trumpet lesson and it went very well.When
I told my mom and dad all about my lesson, they were
proud of me and they smiled.
What makes you laugh? I love laughing. My sister tells
me funny stories, my dad brings out his comic voice and
my mom tickles me.
What is something you are really looking forward
to? I am looking forward to my birthday which is on
Sunday, 31 January, because we have got lots of fun
things planned.
What is your favourite thing about DSG? I like
wearing the uniform and when I go to the dining room
for lunch, I feel so grown up. l am also looking forward
to doing lots more fun things and making new friends.

Day Girl or Boarder?
I am a day girl.
Where do you come from? I was born in England but then
I moved to Johannesburg in 2013, when I was almost 3.
What makes your home town? My pets.
What do you like doing for fun? Horse riding
What is something you want to learn how to do?
I would like to learn how to play hockey.
When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today!
What makes you laugh? When my dog walks into the window!
What is something you are really looking forward to?
Going to see my dogs. We are moving to New Zealand and
we cannot keep them with us in Kenton, because we are in
a rented house.
What is your favourite thing about DSG? Mrs Herring
and my friends
What do you want to be when you grow up? I would like
to look after and breed animals.

***Please note that interviews of girls have all been
conducted with parents approval and full support.
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MIHLE NGHONA

MBALI-ENTLE SHAYI

Name: Mihle Nghona

Name: Mbali-Entle Shayi

Nickname/s: Mimi

Nickname/s: Mbali / Mbalisto

Grade: 6

Grade: 6

Day Girl or Boarder?
Boarder

Day Girl or Boarder?
Day girl

Where do you come
from/live? Joburg

Where do you come from?
I was born in Port Elizabeth and
spent the first five years of my life there, we then
moved to East London, and at the beginning of 2020
we moved to Makhanda. Now I live in West Hill,
Makhanda.

What makes your home/city or town special? My
family
What do you like doing for fun? Singing and
modeling
What is something you want to learn how to do?
Gymnastics
When is the last time you made someone smile?
Everyday
What makes you laugh? Seeing my friends and family
laugh
What is something you are really looking forward
to? Exploring life as a DSG girl
What is your favourite thing about DSG? Everything
What do you want to be when you grow up? Model,
musician, or a scientist

What makes your home/city or town special? I love
the beautiful buildings here in Makhanda, we have the
most amazing church buildings, it is no wonder why it
is called the “City of Saints”. I also think Port Elizabeth
(where I was born), has the best beaches ever, they
are so clean.
What do you like doing for fun? I play the piano; I am
part of the marimba band and do modern dance. I am
also part of the school swimming team as I absolutely
love being in the water. When at home, I love baking!
What is something you want to learn how to do? I
would really love to learn how to be the best at water
polo. I really love being in water and I love swimming,
so mastering water polo is what I have my eye on this
year.
When is the last time you made someone smile?
That is easy, all the time! I have a three-year-old sister
who loves my (not so funny) jokes.
What makes you laugh? My baby sister, my dad’s
(very loud) laugh, my brother (Bo’s) jokes.
What is something you are really looking forward
to? The END of COVID so I can travel with my family
and visit friends and relatives.
What is your favourite thing about DSG? The whole
culture of the school, from friendly teachers to my amazing friends. I love the small classes. Also, the fact that
even though I am not a boarder, I get to have an awesome lunch every day in dining hall with all the girls.

Mihle is all settled in at The Grange. On display
are images of her beautiful and very supportive family.

What do you want to be when you grow up? A pilot...
if that fails, I will be a fashion model.
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ADVICE FROM A TREE:
* Stand tall and proud
* Go out on a limb
* Remember your roots
* Drink plenty of water
* Be content with your natural beauty
* Enjoy the view!
Ilan Shamir
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