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Bush sunset - photo taken by Jane Ritchie

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
Welcome back to our lovely Girls in Green and our wider
DSG community! The holiday was a long one and I trust
that everyone has made the most of the opportunity to
recuperate from a demanding and challenging year. I
was lucky to spend the first two weeks of the holiday in
the bush near Kruger. Recent good rains had turned the
vegetation bright green and the lush surroundings were
a reminder of the cycle of life, fresh hope and renewal. I
reflected on our crazy year and considered the positive
aspects of lockdown and safety protocol.
Any adversity is an opportunity to grow and strengthen.
As Nietzsche famously remarked ‘That which does not
kill us makes us stronger’. And stronger we most definitely have become! We have built an arsenal of new
skills to cope with distance learning, found reserves of
resilience when we thought we had run dry and flourished with the joy of accomplishing tasks in grueling
circumstances. Our success was hard won and all the
sweeter for it. We begin this year stronger, wiser and
more prepared for what lies ahead. I have every faith
that we will continue to weather this storm safely, with
purpose and integrity.

Our girls are excited to be back on campus and reunited
(albeit at a distance) with their friends. We have welcomed 22 new girls to our ranks, and we wish them all
the best for their primary school years. I hope that they
will come to love the school as much as I do and that they
will find their time here enriching and rewarding. I encourage them, as well as our current pupils, to seek out every
opportunity to improve their skills, knowledge and talents.
Girls, our superb team of teachers is fully invested in your
wellbeing and education, and are ready to support you,
guide you and inspire you.
I wish you a happy, exciting, fun-filled and productive
2021!
En Avant!

Ms Jane Ritchie
Junior School Head
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R E V’S R EF L EC T IONS
It is always a pleasure to see the girls’ excitement and the
joy on their faces on the first day of term. The incessant
screams as each girl arrives, is great testimony to the way
they enjoy each other’s company. The girls are eager to
start a new year.
We are all very grateful to God for bringing us safely into
this new year. The protection and provision we have received from our God has been much appreciated. We are
mindful of those who have lost family and friends, and
those whose livelihoods have been adversely affected by
the pandemic and we keep them in our prayers.
With great expectation and open minds, we start the first
term anxious to see and experience God’s mighty power
at work in our school. And so, we pray for God’s presence
and guidance in all the school activities. May he steer our
ship forward as we navigate this year together.
I would like to leave you with the following promise:
“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he
will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do
not be discouraged.” Deuteronomy 31:8
Love and blessings
A beautiful double rainbow arching over DSG and the ethereal
golden light that lit up Makhanda on Saturday evening after
the much needed rain is a sign of hope and God’s abundant
blessings.

Rev Rachel
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REMINDERS
School hours:

Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 8h00-15h30
Wed 08h00-15h00
Lessons for all Grades start at 08h00,
please make sure that you are at
school by 07h45
Choir will take place on
Tuesdays from 15h30-16h00 and
Marimbas for Grade 6 & 7 on
Wednesdays from 15h15 - 16h00

Uniform:

2 January

Sa mantha Wienand
4 January

Esona Pantshwa
6 January

Shannon McKay
23 January

Rowena Bataringaya
26 January

Z enande Gu mede
28 January

La mandlovu Mdingi
30 January
Michaela Blaine
31 January
Kayla Wienekus

For the rest of the term, you may
choose to wear either summer sports
kit or gyms and shirts. Please
remember to wear white socks with
your takkies. Don’t forget your sport’s
kit, including your swimming
costume.

Phones

Girls may not bring phones to
school. If they are staying away
from home and need their phone,
it must be handed in to the class
teacher at the beginning of the day
and may only be collected after
school. Smart watches connected
to cell phones are also not allowed.. Grade 4 – 6 may not bring
iPads to school.

Sport

If your daughter is unable to
participate in sport, please email
Miss Sowazi or send a note with
your daughter. Boarders may get a
note from Ms Ritchie. Girls may
not go to the San for
‘off-sport’ notes.
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COVID PROTOCOL CHECKLIST
•
•

Please complete the form on the screening app every morning, either before you
arrive at school or as soon as you arrive. Temperatures will not be taken at school.
Please wear a mask, social distance and sanitise your hands as usual.

IMPORTANT TO NOTE:

•
•

Boarders may go home or to a friend for weekends. However, town visits will still not be allowed
as we do not wish to promote regular and unnecessary exposure to public spaces.
Quarantine facilities, officially approved by the Department of Health, will be provided if
necessary.

DATES TO REMEMBER
HALF TERM
Travel Day - Thursday 25 February
Return by 18.00 Tuesday 2 March or
by 7.45 Wednesday 3 March
Lessons resume at 08.00 Wednesday 3 March

APRIL HOLIDAYS
Final assembly Wednesday 31 March
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Welcome to the family!
Last week DSG Junior School was a buzz with pure joy and
excitement. Returning girls were thrilled to see each other, despite
the masks, nothing could hide their joy! We were delighted to also
welcome the new girls to the DSG family, we so look forward to
getting to know each and every one of them as they embark on
their journey as a Girl in Green!

Imani Thomas (Grd 6) and her family

It was wonderful to see how many daughters of Old Girls and Old
Andreans have joined us in the Junior School, a true testament
to the impact this community and the DSG and St Andrew’s
experience has on those fortunate to experience it.
We wish all our girls a very happy and successful year ahead!

Zenande Gumede (Grd 4)and her mom Zimkitha

Sisters Eelo (Grd 5) and Ire (Grd 4) Adewole
join us all the way from the UK!

Simphiwe Ngona (OA ‘95, OA Chair of Gauteng Branch and on the SAC Council)
with his daughter Mihle (Grd 6) and mother Vuyokazi (nee Mbona, ‘96)

Alison Wienekus (nee Pope, ‘97)
and daughter Kayla (Grd 4), former
Preppie.

Natalie Gordon (nee Morgan, ‘97)
and daughter Mia (Grd 6)

Mothers Alison and Natalie have been best friends since their school days in
Merriman House. Their daughters, Mia and Megan, are in the same Grade at
DSG and get along famously like their mothers!
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Barbara and Greg Comline with daughter Rebecca (Grd 7)

Emma Watson (Grd 5) with her mom and dad

Lomzi with her proud father Mzuvukile Ngwenze (OA ‘96),
mother and little brother

The Fani family - Ilitha (Grd 7) and Esethu (Grd 9). Father Ant
is a proud Old Andrean (‘91)

“My first day at school was amazing - I just loved wearing
my uniform and going to lunch in the dining room for the
first time. Getting all my books was exciting and I am so
thrilled to be a DSG girl!”
Kayla Wienekus (Grd 4)

Warren Openshaw (DSG staff), with wife
Kushi (DSG dance teacher) and daugther
Mila (Grd 4)

Janine and Wolma Kemp with daughter Grace
(Grd 6), pictured in front - little sister and
fashionista
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Chloë Rischbeter (Grd 6), Chloë’s
mother Louise is the DSG San Sister
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Richard and Catherine Ablort-Morgan with their four children - the girls
are identical triplets, Isabella, Juliana and Elizabeth. Their grandmother
is an Old Girl, Marion Morgan (nee Arnold, ‘64)

Salizwa Mpambaniso (Grd 7) with her
mother Linda Jayiya
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Naledi Lange (Grd 4) with mother Elizabeth

Lamandlovu Mdingi (Grd 6) with her family

Iminathi Mgudlanlu (Grd 4) with her mother Siphokazi and father,
Zwelakhe

Ayola Mnqandi (Grd 5)

“Kid, you’ll move mountains!”
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THIS WEEK ON CAMPUS...
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