Junior School Newsletter

24 October 2017

From the Head
Habit of Mind: O pen to continuous learning
Value of the Week: Citizenship
Dear Parents and Girls,
Learning is journey not a destination is a pertinent quote to accompany the next Habit of Mind we will
be focusing on for the following
two weeks: Remaining Open to
Continuous Learning.

Remaining open to
continuous learning

In assembly this week, I focused
on our willingness to say:
• I have so much more to learn
• I want to learn from my last experience
• How can I find out more about
that?
I’ve challenged the girls to seize
Learning from experie
new learning opportunities and
nces
be aware of how complacency
impedes on their learning.
In a rapidly changing world, the ability to
adapt, learn and unlearn skills will stand us all in good stead. Machine learning
is becoming prominent and as a result traditional careers are being threatened.
So looking ahead to the future, it is essential for our girls to develop skills which
computers will not manage; skills such as empathy, working collaboratively,
creativity, communication, entrepreneurship and using their initiative.
It is very easy to become accustomed to a routine or remain in our comfort zone
and so avoid taking risks or allow exposure to new experiences. I would like to
see our girls having the courage to extend themselves in their learning – becoming ongoing learners who value the importance of learning something new
and trying something different each day.
Congratulations to our choir (and to Ms Campbell and Mr Heynsen) for their
outstanding performance at the joint choir event with Prep last week. The audience were treated to a showcase of beautiful singing and vibrant energy. We
intend making this event become an annual feature on the calendar.
Our interhouse maths competition was a resounding success too. Girls worked
collaboratively in their house teams to tackle a range of challenging mental
maths, problem solving and times-tables tasks. Congratulations to Jade for
winning the competition and many thanks to Ms Timm for championing this
subject and co-ordinating the event so efficiently.
With a week to go before the Grade 6 and 7 exams begin, I wish to remind the
girls to prepare in good time and develop healthy and positive study habits.
Exams will commence on Wednesday 1 November.
In closing, I would like to thank everyone for their generous donations to the
2017 Santa Shoebox initiative. Feel free to drop boxes off at the DSG Junior School reception this week between 08:00 and 15:00 on Wednesday and
Thursday as well as between 09:00 and 12:00 on Saturday morning. We are
delighted to be able to deliver Christmas gifts to the pupils of Jehovah Jireh
Haven and Thembani Special Day Care this year.
Warm regards,

Ms Barbara Hibbert

HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

Finding Humour
Thank you to Ms Kim Barker for leading Transformation and Diversity workshops for our Grade 6 and 7 girls. They proved to be inspiring and productive.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

25 October
Liso Mdolomba		
26 October
Maddy Were			30 October
Kirsten White			
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FROM THE SPORTSDESK
TENNIS AND SQUASH CHAMPS

It has been great to see the girls’ enthusiasm on the courts and in the pool
now that the summer sports programme has started. The squash and tennis champs began this week and will continue over the next two weeks (We
do have spare racquets available for any girl who does not have her own to
use).
Congratulations to the following girls who have been invited to play in the
Albany Tennis Champs this Saturday. The matches will take place in Grahamstown – venues to be confirmed.
U12: Jamie Marx, Kayleigh Clayton, Abigail Holderness, Miké Holder, Megan
Marx, Ashleigh Price
U14: Lucy Pringle, Holly Clowes, Wendy-Mae Turner, Kuhle Potelwa, Carrey Wiblin, Jamie Laubscher, Megan Freeman, Cody Laubscher, Arabella
Winshaw

Sport Dates f

or the Diary..

25 OCTOBER

15:00 Water polo trials at Pearson. Bus departs at 13:00 from DSG drop
Off.

26 OCTOBER

17:30 Rapportryers’ fun run/walk @ P. J. Olivier Hoerskool. Bus shuttles
from 16:00 from main gate.

27 OCTOBER

13:45 Tennis vs Prep U13A & U13B (H A) Postponed due to Albany
Champs

28 OCTOBER

08:00 Tennis Albany Champs

WATER POLO

The U13 A girls had a convincing win against Collegiate U14 B on Friday –
their confidence may well have been rocked when the opposition scored a
goal within the first minute of the game, but they settled down and found their
rhythm. The top goal scorer was Catherine Williamson followed by Derrin
Bush and Cate Stretton. Cody Laubscher, Wendy-Mae Turner and Bianca
Coventry also scored goals making a final score 9-1. While the match provided a great platform for building the girls’ confidence, it also provided an
opportunity for the girls to learn much about the rules of the game as well as
positional play. Special mention must be made of Erin Powers for her consistent defence and forward thinking on attack. Thank you to coach Robbie
Stuart for this report and to Cathy Munro for working on the technical table
and teaching our girls how to score a water polo game.

29 OCTOBER

09:30 Tennis Albany Champs

1 NOVEMBER

16:00 Water polo internal league playoffs

SQUASH

Erin Powers took part in the EP U14 pre-season squash ranking tournament
on Sunday. She won all of her round robin matches which earned her a place
in the final. Erin had a great day, finishing second overall in the tournament.

HOCKEY

Erin Powers, Aphiwe Mvunelwa, Cally Still and Wendy-Mae Turner have
been selected to represent Grahamstown at the PSI indoor hockey nationals
in Cape Town in December. This is the first time the “Grahamstown Rhinos”
will be competing at this event against a number of other franchises from
around the country. Attached is a photo of the four girls with their co-ordinator, Bevan Bennett.

RAPPORTRYERS FUN RUN

I encourage all girls to take part in the PJ Olivier Fun Run which will take
place on Wednesday starting at PJ Olivier School at 17:30. There will be two
buses shuttling girls up to the school from the DSG main gate from 16:00.
The proceeds of the fun run will go to the Grahamstown Residents Association’s project to beautify High Street. The GRA would like to plant indigenous
succulents in High Street. Medals will be awarded to the first 100 participants who finish the fun run and prize money as well as spot prizes are up
for grabs. Entries: R20 per adult and R15 per scholar. Walkers and canine
friends on leashes are welcome.

BIATHLON

Jessica Smailes and Abigail Holderness have qualified for the biathlon team
and will be competing at the Interprovincial this weekend. We wish them
great success.

Mrs Patti Tooley
Junior Sports Director

Indoor Hockey

Biathlon

.
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Ball skills and fitness session

Our SANESA horse riders
Tennis action

Good Shepherd Community Engagement - netball session led by Grade 7s

Dance girls ahead of their exam
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SPCA Outing

GRade 5 at the wind turbines

Grade 4 Maths with Pizza
Combined Choir Evening

Colour Run Fun
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Interhouse Maths

THe GRange Duties 046 - 603 4337

TUESDAY 24 OCTOBER
Ms Cathy Munro 076 424 5016

WEDNESDAY 25 OCTOBER		
Ms Renè Barnardt 079 854 8799

THURSDAY 26 OCTOBER
Mrs Alet Pretorius 084 602 1346

FRIDAY 26 OCTOBER & THE WEEKEND

Ms Renè Barnardt 079 854 8799 & Ms Nosipho Lukhele 079 297 3095

MONDAY 30 OCTOBER
Ms Danica Kukard 082 304 7178

Christmas Hampers
It is that time of year when we start collecting food items for our wonderful DSG Junior School support and maintenance staff who work tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure that our school is clean and organised.
These items are the made up into Christmas hampers
We have allocated different food items to the various grades.
These should be handed in to the class teacher by Monday 13 November
.
Grade 4: Tinned food
Grade 5: Samp, Rice, flour, spices/herbs, mielie meal
Grade 6: Coffee, sugar, tea
Grade 7: Sweets, biscuits and stock cubes
We are grateful for your generosity and our support staff thank you!

Living Maths 2017

Rietbron is a small farming community some 60km east of Willowmore
in the heart of the Karoo. The winters are harsh and cold. In 2016 12
blankets where donated to the elderly book club for the members. There
were 18 members who did not receive and these where handed out at their
monthly meeting in October 2017 during half term. Catherine with her
mom attended the meeting and handed out the blankets. " It was a big
effort to drive for 4 hours but well worth it to see the joy on the faces
of the people."

‘‘Mama Temba’s Loving Home’’
DSG & Visiting Schools
Wednesday, 25 October 2017
at 09h30

Prep & Grade 1 Parents
Thursday, 26 October 2017
at 09h30

Grade 2 & 3 Parents
Friday, 27 October 2017
at 09h30

Parents please join us for tea at the CCL
after the show, while the children enjoy their
traditional Mini Feast

St Andrew’s Preparatory Junior School Production
RSVP to Anusha by Friday 20 October 2017 I 046 603 2400

• Please include extra batteries with battery-operated
toys or choose a non-battery-operated alternative.

• Please put all liquids, like cosmetics or blow
bubbles, into a ziplock bag, so that the contents
cannot leak out and spoil the shoebox.

Some additional things to consider:

PEP Stores is our one-stop-shop for all your needs.

Please remember that all items must be NEW and
AGE-APPROPRIATE.

• Perishable or tinned food or sweets containing
nuts. Please put chocolates in a ziplock bag.
• Medicine or vitamins of any kind.
• Violence-related items like toy guns or knives.
• Anything of a political, religious or racial nature.

1. Toothpaste
2. Toothbrush
3. Soap
4. Washcloth
5. An outfit of clothing
6. Educational supplies
7. Sweets
8. A toy
9. A decorated shoebox with the barcoded label
10. A promise to deliver it, on time, to the correct
Drop Off

MORE QUESTIONS?
VISIT THE FAQ SECTION AT
www.santashoebox.org.za

For LOADS more ideas visit our Pinterest page.

AGE 11-18: Highlighters, geometry set, diary,
notepads

AGE 9-10: Dictionary, oil pastels, HB pencils,
ballpoint pens, plastic sleeves, calculator

AGE 4-8: Pencil bag, pencil / wax crayons, pencil
sharpener, ruler, mini white board & erasable
markers, exercise books, 24-48 piece puzzle,
blunt-nose scissors, coloured paper, lunch box &
bottle

Some suggestions for age-appropriate educational
supplies:

The following is a list of things we ask you NOT to
include in your Santa Shoebox:

SOME THINGS TO
REMEMBER

ALL of these 10 items are required to make a
spectacular Santa Shoebox for a special boy or girl:

WHAT TO PUT IN YOUR
SANTA SHOEBOX

LABEL THE SHOEBOX
Print and paste the label/s which
you’ve downloaded onto the lid of
the Shoebox. Add sticky tape to
ensure the label remains in place
and secure the lid to the box with an
elastic band.

WRAP THE SHOEBOX
Be creative! Instead of using
conventional wrapping paper, consider
painting the box, or decorating it with
drawings, cut-outs and stickers. If you
do choose to wrap the box, please
make sure to wrap the lid separately.

REMEMBER THAT A PLEDGE IS A
PROMISE TO DELIVER YOUR
SHOEBOX TO THE CORRECT
DROP OFF POINT ON TIME

3

2

1

FIND A SHOEBOX
An adult running-shoe box or a paper
ream box cut down to the correct
height or, even better, a plastic
container measuring around 20 x 34
x 11cm are all perfect. Stor-Age has
boxes to give away from 01 Sept.

EASY AS
1-2-3

