Junior School Newsletter

26 September 2017

From the Head
Habit of Mind: R esponding with awe and wonderment
Value of the Week: Uniqueness
Dear Parents and Girls,
This week’s newsletter is being written from the departure lounge at Cape Town
airport, as I return to Grahamstown after having had a wonderful opportunity
to attend the 13th International Confederation of Principals convention. The
theme for the convention, ‘Brain Waves of Change’ highlighted the rapid global
changes in technology and the challenges this presents to schools.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Abigail Dixon-Warren
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Cultural reminder
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It became clear that we are currently preparing girls for jobs which have not yet
been created and to use technology which hasn’t been invented yet. Inevitably,
we need to adapt teaching and learning experiences to best prepare our girls
for their 21st century career. Artificial Intelligence (AI) and machine learning
are changing the landscape of traditional careers. What is easy to teach is also
easy to automate. Advances in technology are astounding – it is no longer science fiction that we have driverless cars, facial recognition, Google translate,
virtual reality experiences, machines diagnosing diseases and even producing
poetry, music and grammar books.
So our challenge will be to guide and support our youth in developing skills
which computers cannot do. Skills such as communication (sharing thoughts,
ideas and solutions), collaboration (working as part of a team to reach a goal),
critical thinking (cross-curricular learning with varied perspectives) and creativity (innovative approaches).

Graeme Triangular team spirit

Furthermore, there is a strong possibility that our girls won’t have a career for
which they studied and at some time or another will find themselves unemployed. Therefore developing their sense of curiosity for the world they live
in, entrepreneurial skills and proficient social and emotional intelligence is of
utmost importance.
In closing, I would like to bring to your attention the resignation of two of our
DSG Junior members of staff. We are terribly sad to be saying goodbye to Ms
Sasha Scholtz (art teacher) and Ms Aneliza Geel (drama teacher) at the end of
this year. Both women are extremely caring and professional, having the girls’
best interests at the heart of everything they do. We look forward to thanking
them in a fitting way towards the end of the year and celebrating all that they
have achieved at our school.
Warm regards,

Ms Barbara Hibbert

HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL
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FROM THE SPORTSDESK
RHINO RUN

With a total of 67 girls from the Junior and Senior Schools participating in
this year’s Rhino Run at Kenton, DSG once again received the trophy for the
best support of the race. Jess Smailes had a fantastic run, being the third
woman home in the 5 km race. Well done Jess!

SWIMMING

The following swimmers will be attending the annual Aqua bear gala from
29 September to 2 October in Port Elizabeth: Jodi Hobson, Catherine Williamson, Cara Meldrum, Jenna Foster, Cally Still, Wendy-Mae Turner, and
Elsje Griesel. We wish them well and trust that they all achieve their own
personal goals.

ATHLETICS

Abigail Holderness excelled once again at the Graeme triangular on Tuesday
where she broke the 400 m record (held by Toni Rafferty). Congratulations
to her and to all the athletes for their participation and commitment to their
team. Results for this event will be published when we receive them.
The results of the Independent Schools meeting are attached.
On Tuesday our B team will be taking part in the Prep Quadrangular against
Shaw Park, Kenton, and Port Alfred.
Over the next two weeks, we will be finalising the three girls in each age
group per House who will be competing in the various events on our Interhouse Sports Day: Friday 6 October. Before then, parents are welcome to
come and support the 1500 m interhouse event which will be run on Tuesday
next week during the normal sport slot. The girls will be running on the DSG
athletics track.

TENNIS

Some of our girls enjoyed friendly doubles matches against Port Alfred on
Thursday. We had been asked to enter girls who are lower down on the ladder as many of the Port Alfred players were ill

Smiles from the tennis girls

Mrs Patti Tooley
Junior Sports Director

Erin Powers having fun at the National
Squash Academy in Pretoria

Sport Dates f

or the Diary..

25 SEPTEMBER - 5 OCTOBER
13:45 Interhouse athletics field events

26 SEPTEMBER

14:00 Prep B team Quadrangular @ Prep

27 SEPTEMBER

14:00 Good Shepherd Community Engagement

3 OCTOBER

13:45 Interhouse Athletics 1500m event @ DSG athletics track

4 OCTOBER

14:00 Good Shepherd Community Engagement

6 OCTOBER

09:00 Athletics Interhouse Sports Day

.

Graeme College Triangular action
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Heritage Day Celebration
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SPCA OUting

The Grange Potjiekos evening
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Rhino Day inspired work

Mosaic CLub

THe GRange Duties 046 - 603 4337
MONDAY 25 SEPTEMBER
Ms Nosipho Lukhele 079 297 3095

TUESDAY 26 SEPTEMBER
Ms Danica Kukard 082 304 7178

WEDNESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER		
Ms Renè Barnardt 079 854 8799

THURSDAY 28 SEPTEMBER
Mrs Alet Pretorius 084 602 1346

FRIDAY 29 SEPTEMBER & THE WEEKEND

Ms Cathy Munro 076 424 5016 & Ms Nosipho Lukhele 079 297 3095

D SG J UNIOR SCH O O L I NV I T ES Y O U T O
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DSG JUNIOR SCHOOL
MONDAY 9 OCT 2017
10:00 RSVP: a.pienaar@dsgschool.com

• Please include extra batteries with battery-operated
toys or choose a non-battery-operated alternative.

• Please put all liquids, like cosmetics or blow
bubbles, into a ziplock bag, so that the contents
cannot leak out and spoil the shoebox.

Some additional things to consider:

PEP Stores is our one-stop-shop for all your needs.

Please remember that all items must be NEW and
AGE-APPROPRIATE.

• Perishable or tinned food or sweets containing
nuts. Please put chocolates in a ziplock bag.
• Medicine or vitamins of any kind.
• Violence-related items like toy guns or knives.
• Anything of a political, religious or racial nature.

1. Toothpaste
2. Toothbrush
3. Soap
4. Washcloth
5. An outfit of clothing
6. Educational supplies
7. Sweets
8. A toy
9. A decorated shoebox with the barcoded label
10. A promise to deliver it, on time, to the correct
Drop Off

MORE QUESTIONS?
VISIT THE FAQ SECTION AT
www.santashoebox.org.za

For LOADS more ideas visit our Pinterest page.

AGE 11-18: Highlighters, geometry set, diary,
notepads

AGE 9-10: Dictionary, oil pastels, HB pencils,
ballpoint pens, plastic sleeves, calculator

AGE 4-8: Pencil bag, pencil / wax crayons, pencil
sharpener, ruler, mini white board & erasable
markers, exercise books, 24-48 piece puzzle,
blunt-nose scissors, coloured paper, lunch box &
bottle

Some suggestions for age-appropriate educational
supplies:

The following is a list of things we ask you NOT to
include in your Santa Shoebox:

SOME THINGS TO
REMEMBER

ALL of these 10 items are required to make a
spectacular Santa Shoebox for a special boy or girl:

WHAT TO PUT IN YOUR
SANTA SHOEBOX

LABEL THE SHOEBOX
Print and paste the label/s which
you’ve downloaded onto the lid of
the Shoebox. Add sticky tape to
ensure the label remains in place
and secure the lid to the box with an
elastic band.

WRAP THE SHOEBOX
Be creative! Instead of using
conventional wrapping paper, consider
painting the box, or decorating it with
drawings, cut-outs and stickers. If you
do choose to wrap the box, please
make sure to wrap the lid separately.

REMEMBER THAT A PLEDGE IS A
PROMISE TO DELIVER YOUR
SHOEBOX TO THE CORRECT
DROP OFF POINT ON TIME

3

2

1

FIND A SHOEBOX
An adult running-shoe box or a paper
ream box cut down to the correct
height or, even better, a plastic
container measuring around 20 x 34
x 11cm are all perfect. Stor-Age has
boxes to give away from 01 Sept.

EASY AS
1-2-3

