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19 September 2017

From the Head
Habit of Mind: T hinking about your thinking
Value of the Week: Loyalty
Dear Parents and Girls,
The various academic, sporting extra-curricular events that have taken place
recently have certainly kept us busy but we have also enjoyed successes along
the way.
Our participation at the annual Independent Schools Athletics events was a
definite highlight on the sporting front. As the other competing schools had boys
and girls, we joined with Prep for the event and were delighted to win the competition. As if this wasn’t enough, most impressive were the record-breaking
performances of two of our athletes. Congratulations to Wendy-Mae Turner for
throwing a cricket ball a distance of 44.48m and to Abigail Holderness for running 600m in a time of 2.00.19 ( breaking records that have stood since 1999).
Back in the classroom, special mention must be made of Lucy Pringle’s writing
success. Along with many of her Grade 7 peers she entered the SACEE 2017
Creative Writing Competition. Her essay titled ‘What every woman dreads…’
focused on breast cancer and was the winning piece of writing for the Grade
7 - 9 essay category. Congratulations Lucy!
Thank you to Ms Clarke for resuming our weekly trips up to the local SPCA
where the girls thoroughly enjoy supporting and caring for the animals and organisation alike. Grades 5 -7 advanced in their First Aid skills and our school
council met for the first time this term to discuss matters at hand. A wide selection of Wednesday clubs are on offer this term for which I thank the staff.
Some of our Grade 7 netball girls have signed up for a six-week community
engagement project. The purpose of this project is twofold: teaching young girls
from Good Shepherd to play netball and helping our girls develop their organisational, communication and coaching skills.
Our week ended on a moving spiritual note in the chapel at our termly Family
Service. Father Rob led us in prayer and reminded us that God can work wonders in our lives if we give him the opportunity to do so.
On Sunday morning, 28 Junior and 39 Senior DSG girls volunteered to be part
of the Coastal Clean-up initiative. It was so encouraging to see our girls taking
to the beach with enthusiasm and concern for state that this precious natural
habitat is in.
My assembly this week dealt with the daunting ‘Plastic Ocean’ crisis. As a
school, we spent time investigating the impact litter has on marine life, how it
finds its way into our own food chain and where ocean currents transport and
deposit the bulk of the ocean pollution. Furthermore, we have linked this issue
to our current habit of mind – metacognition and challenged the girls to think
more deeply about their habitual use of plastic and the manner in which they
discard it. Through partner talk, they suggested ways in which single-use plastics could be avoided, how the recycling process should be improved and the
responsibility large companies and governments have to raise awareness of
the scale of this issue and to initiate law/projects to prevent and eliminate litter.
In closing, I would like to invite parents and friends of the school to join us on
Friday 22 September for a Heritage Day performance. Tea will be served from
at 10:20 (under the oak tree) before the 10:45 – 10:15 performance. We look
forward to celebrating Heritage Day 2017 through poetry, song and drama.
Warm regards,

Ms Barbara Hibbert

HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL
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FROM THE SPORTSDESK

RHINO RUN SUNDAY 24 SEPTEMBER

Sport Dates f

The Rhino run is a national trail running event which was inspired by the horrific rhino poaching taking place in our country. Six runs are held in different
venues on the same day and at the same time, and proceeds go towards
protecting our rhino. Our 5km run, will take place in Kenton on Sea. Taking
runners along the beach. Please could you encourage your daughters to
support the Rhino Run. (Parents accounts will be debited R60). Please advise Mrs Tooley if your child will be using school transport.

19 SEPTEMBER

ATHLETICS

Time TBC Rhino Run @ Kenton

On Thursday, in perfect weather, we hosted the Independent Schools Athletics meeting on Lower Field at St Andrew’s College. DSG and Prep entered
as a combined team. Four records were broken, of which two were by DSG
girls – both having stood since 1999!
•
•

Abigail Holderness – 600 m, 2.00.19
Wendy-Mae Turner – Cricket ball 44.48m

Congratulations to all the athletes who took part and contributed to DSG and
Prep being the overall winners of the event.
Final point count:
DSG/Prep
Kingswood
Woodridge
St George’s

or the Diary..

14:00 Graeme College AthleticsTriangular @ Graeme

20 SEPTEMBER

14:00 Good Shepherd Community Engagement

24 SEPTEMBER

25 SEPTEMBER - 5 OCTOBER
13:45 Interhouse athletics field events

25 SEPTEMBER

14:00 Prep B team Quadrangular.

27 SEPTEMBER

14:00 Good Shepherd Community Engagement

784
614
623
417

On Tuesday we will take part in the Graeme Athletics Triangular at Graeme
College.

HORSE RIDING

Despite all the rain over the weekend, the Spring Show held at the Grahamstown Riding Club continued. Lily Bowker rode clear rounds and was placed
first in each of her 80 cm classes – Welcome Stakes, A2 Speed and 80
cm Championship. Mea Coetzer competed in showing and Working Riding
events and took home a second and five first places. Sienna Houghton competed in her first horse show on her pony, Heaven and came first in the following showing classes - Best Trotter, Best Leisure Pony and Best Rider and
the 60 cm pony show Jumping championship class. Anna Bradfield came
second in Equitation and 90cm Jumping respectively.

Wendy-Mae having a moment before her race

On Saturday night, SANESA held their Annual Prize Giving in Port Elizabeth.
Ingrid Emslie received a trophy for taking first place across the schools in
Eventing, a medal for achieving 3rd place in Working Hunter. The Diocesan
School for Girls Junior Show Jumping Team were placed third overall. The
team consisted of Anna Bradfield, Cornelia Rocher, Hannah Jones, Ingrid
Emslie, Lily Bowker and Rebecca Jones. Congratulations to these riders
and their ponies!

TENNIS

Some of our girls will be playing friendly doubles matches against Port Alfred
on Thursday during the sport period here at DSG. (This match was postponed from last Friday)

SQUASH

Abigail breaking away from the group

St Mary’s DSG (Pretoria) are hosting a squash and tennis festival from 13 to
14 October 2017. This festival will be for junior school girls only. Teams will
consist of four players ranked according to strength.
If you are interested in your child attending, please contact Mandy for more
details (012 484 1721) mandy.vanderlaan@hpc.co.za.

Mrs Patti Tooley
Junior Sports Director

PLEASE NOTE
A reminder that DSG Junior wil not be participating in the Table Farm Trek
this year.
We wish Prep every success in this fundraising initiative.

Corneli in action

.
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Our successful horseriders

Independent Schools Athletics action

Two peas in a pod
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Coastal Cleanup
ge
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the beach.’ Lila
‘I felt that by picking litter
up I had saved at least
one marine animal’s life.’

Robyn
‘By picking up glass off the beach,
people from cutting their feet.’ Liso

‘I think that the bins on

graded and have lids

I stopped

the beach need to be

attached.’ Emily

up-

s wondering
‘For most of the Cleanup walk I wa
minds of people
about what was going through the
ground.’ Donna
as they carelessly threw litter to the
beach so that chil‘I found it helpful to clean up the
e sand dunes
dren and animals can enjoy the saf
and ocean.’ Nikita

‘It was disturbing

dangerous items

the beach which

of litter on

is usually

a place of fun an

Logan

to find

d beauty.’

‘It was
shocking
to find so
many lolly
sticks lying on the
beach!’

Sbonga
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Ella Rippon			
Aphiwe Mvunelwa		
Abigail Holderness		

19 September
20 September
21 September

Grade 7 DnT

Grade 7F, tested out their Trebuchets that they
built
in small groups in Design and Technology last term.

Grade 5 girls celebrating Bandana Day

Grade 6 Art CLass

The Grade 6 girls have started the exciting proces
s of painting their very own
canvas. Inspired by the work and style of Vincent
Van Gogh, they are working
on a 'still life with flowers'! Watch this space for
their masterpieces in the
making!

Interhouse General Knowledge winners

Grade 5s making 'Toad-in-the-hole' for Roald
Dahl Day.

THe GRange Duties 046 - 603 4337
MONDAY 18 SEPTEMBER
Ms Cathy Munro 076 424 5016

TUESDAY 19 SEPTEMBER
Ms Danica Kukard 082 304 7178

WEDNESDAY 20 SEPTEMBER		
Ms Nosipho Lukhele 079 297 3095

THURSDAY 21 SEPTEMBER
Mrs Alet Pretorius 084 602 1346

FRIDAY 22 SEPTEMBER & THE WEEKEND

Ms Renè Barnardt 079 854 8799 & Ms Cathy Munro 076 424 5016
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Heritage Day performance
Friday 22 September
Tea will be served from at 10:20 (under the oak tree)

R60 entry for 5km run
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MUSIC, DRAM

DSG JUNIOR SCHOOL
TUESDAY 9 OCT 2017
10:00 RSVP: a.pienaar@dsgschool.com

