Junior School Newsletter

18 July 2017

From the Head

PLEASE HELP

Habit of Mind: T hinking Flexibly
Value of the Week: Service
Dear Parents and Girls,
I am delighted that everyone has returned to school in high spirits, ready to
participate in a number of exciting learning opportunities this half of the term.
While most of us relaxed over the half-term, a few of our girls were involved
in a dance production at the National Arts Festival and others represented our
province at hockey and squash interprovincial tournaments. Congratulations –
we are extremely proud of you all.
Just when I think I have learned the way to live, life changes. Hugh Prather
Our whole school focus at the moment is on ‘Thinking Flexibly’ – a habit of mind
which calls for us to be able to change perspective and see situations from
different points of views. The girls and staff are encouraged to be flexible
thinkers and set shifters when faced with challenging problems or new
scenarios and techniques. On a daily basis, our girls are expected to adjust to
very different tasks. While studying they might switch between maths, reading,
music and craft. Can they identify which information is more important? Are
they able to prioritise tasks? Doing Maths problems requires a very different
strategy from doing a writing task and so they need to be able to change their
thinking to handle both. We will provide opportunities for our girls to build flexible thinking skills which will ensure that tasks become more manageable and
enjoyable for them.
We have planned an exciting Book Week for next week with the key focus being
on ‘Reading for Pleasure’. Book swapping, paired reading between grades, a
literature treasure hunt, book quiz and poets’ festival are some of the events the
girls can look forward to.
Ms Scholtz and her creative pupils have put a lot of effort into producing beautiful pieces of art to be purchased at our Art Auction on Friday 4 August. Please
see your invitation with this newsletter and tickets can be booked via Ms Pienaar. Further details regarding this event can be found on our Facebook page.
In closing, I would like to thank everyone who made generous donations in aid
of the Woodridge College Hockey-thon. It was fantastic to see so many pupils
and their parents enjoying the game together on Saturday morning. We also
appreciate your monetary contribution in support of Hospice and the valuable
work they do for our community.
Warm regards,

Ms Barbara Hibbert
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Barbara Hibbert ads her
creative touch to the Staff
Auction piece.
Please click on our Facebook
link below for Art Auction
updates:
https://www.facebook.com/
events/189118491621856/?acontext=%7B%22ref%
22%3A%223%22%2C
%22ref_new sfeed_story_type%22%3A%22regular%22%2C%22action_histo-

Thank you to one of our wonderful volunteers, Nomachule Fobe and her Mum,
who have put many blankets together for our blanket drive.
A number of knitted squares have been completed and we need assistance in
joining the squares together to make stunning blankets. Please contact a.pienaar@dsgschool.com if you are available to help.

The Week ahead
24 AND 25 JULY

11:00 (Tea to be served at 10:45)
Poets Festival
Parents - Please bringa cushion

FRIDAY 28 JULY
15:15 (not 15:00)
Music Concert
DRW

SUNDAY 30 JULY
18:00
Family Service

Go Yellow day

Girls wore yellow accessorie
s on Fiday in support of
Hospice.
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FROM THE SPORTSDESK

HOCKEY-THON IN AID OF WOODRIDGE COLLEGE

We would like to thank all the girls, parents and coaches who supported
the DSG, St Andrew’s College and St Andrew’s Prep Hockey-Thon initiative over the weekend by giving up your time and making such an effort to
make the day a success. I’m sure you’ll agree that it was a festive, fun way
to spend a Saturday morning. Over R4000.00 was raised which will be sent
to Woodridge to help the school rebuild what was lost in the fire that ravaged
their sports department. Mr Gary Frayne, who initiated the hockey-thon,
asked me to convey the following:
Please convey my thanks to your fellow hockey coaches and staff who were
a part of this day, and especially to the girls and their parents for their commitment, energy and passion on Saturday, as well as for the financial contributions. There is little doubt that Woodridge will appreciate these efforts.

CROSS COUNTRY

Change of date! Please note that the Independent Schools Cross country
that was scheduled to be played next Tuesday, 25 July at Woodridge, has
been postponed until 7 September.
Training session will resume on Tuesday and Thursday this week, meeting
at 17:00 at our athletics field stand. Please encourage your daughters to join
these sessions.
The results from yesterday’s Interhouse Cross Country are as follows;
U10
Abigail Holderness, Miké Holder, Elsjè Griesel
U11
Kayleigh Clayton, Jessica Smailes, Marique Stevens
U12
Morgan Herring, Cornelia Rocher, Jamie Laubscher
U13
Catherine Williamson, Sherry Thole, Charlie Musto

Sport Dates f

FRIDAY 21 JULY

or the Diary..

Albany Hockey League
14:00 DSG U13B vs KC U13 mixed @ KC (Bus departs at 13:30)
14:00 DSG U13C vs DSG U13E @ DSG
14:15 U13D vs Yellowwoods U13B @ Adelaide Gymnasium. (Bus departs at 12:30)
14:00 DSG U11B vs SAP Colts D @ DSG

SATURDAY 22 JULY

Woodridge Derby Day - Hockey and Netball

MONDAY 24 JULY

13:45 Netball vs Kingswood U12A and U13B and C

TUESDAY 25 JULY

IS Cross Country – Postponed to 7 September

WEDNESDAY 26 JULY

14:00 Netball U13A vs Sweetvalley @ DSG main netball court
17:00 Hockey U13A vs Sweetvalley @ Webster astro

SATURDAY 29 JULY

08:00 DSG Junior Hockey Festival @ DSG

SQUASH INTERPROVINCIAL TOURNAMENT

Three of our girls spent much of their half-term representing EP Squash at
the interprovincial tournament. Erin Powers was in Pietermaritzburg where
the EP U13A team finished fourth overall, out of 14 teams. They narrowly
lost to Northerns A (nine games to ten) and to Border A (ten games all), who
eventually finished second and third respectively. KZN won the tournament.
Kayleigh Clayton and Ashleigh Price represented EP in the U11 age group in
Pretoria where they won six of their matches, drew with KZN and only lost to
Free State, ending up third in the tournament.
Congratulations to Erin, Kayleigh and Ashleigh on their amazing achievement in representing DSG at this level of squash.

HOCKEY INTERPROVINCIAL TOURNAMENTS

Six of our girls gained much experience when representing EP at the interprovincial tournaments over half-term: Cally Still and Aphiwe Mvunelwa
played for the EP A team in Potchefstroom, coming seventh out of the eight
teams competing. The B and C teams played in Pietermaritzburg where the
EP B team, with Cody Laubscher and Holly Clowes, ended up fourth out of
16 Teams and the EP C team, where Cate Stretton and Emily Hoard represented DSG, came ninth out of 16 teams. Great result, girls – DSG commends you!

U13C EP hockey team Emily Hoard and Cate Stretton

SWIMMING

Cara Meldrum, Cally Still and Abby Holderness participated in the PEA Gala
over half-term. This was the first gala of the season and swimmers from all
over South Africa participated. Cara swam some good times and improved
some of her times from last season – a remarkable way to start off a new
season. Cara was also part of the 200m freestyle 12 and under relay team
that won a bronze medal. Cally Still and Abby Holderness, swimming in their
first club gala, swam in unseeded heats with some impressive times. Cally
was also part of the 12 and under freestyle relay team that won a bronze
medal. Well done, swimmers! (Report by Sheena Price)

WOODRIDGE DERBY DAY

The following teams have been invited to travel to Woodridge on Saturday
morning to take part in this year’s derby day. A letter with all the necessary
information and arrangements will be sent out shortly.
Hockey: U10A, B and C; U11A; U13 A, B, C and E
Netball: U10A and C; U11A and C; U12 A and B; U13 A and C

Mrs Patti Tooley
Junior Sports Director

Erin Powers(far right) with her EP Squash team

.
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The Grange girls enjoyed baking brownies as a fundraiser

Hockey-Thon in aid of Woodridge College

Interhouse Cross Country
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

1 July
Emma Porter
2 July
Elsjé Griesel
3 July
Wendy-Mea Turner 4 July
Emily Huxtable
11 July
Buhle Bam		
14 July
Emily Wingfeild
21 July
Lumi Tefani

Gr 5 visit the PnP Bakery

NAF - The Secret Garden

Bronwyn Herring, Erin Powers, Morgan Herring, Jamie Marx and Megan
Marx danced with the Movements Dance School in the production of ‘The
Secret Garden’ at the National arts Festival during half-term.
The production, which saw the DSG girls dancing ballet, tap and modern,
was a sold-out success and earned itself a rave review by Cue:
“A lovely story portrayed through dance. Accompanied by some wonderful
creatures, great and small, the orphaned Mary finds the key that opens the
door to hidden beauty, forgotten love and renewed strength.
A spectacular showcase of Grahamstown’s finest amateur dancers. Beautiful costumes and an impressive array of local talent.”

Many thanks to Ronel Campbell and her team at Pick n' Pay for an
insightful visit to their bakery. Their generosity is much appreciated.

Gr 6 Science Class

It was a great learning experience for the girls – being part of ’11 Days of
Amazing’.

Grade 6 girls with their craft pieces
which were produced during the
National Arts Festival workshops.
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Wednesday Clubs

THe GRange Duties 046 - 603 4337
MONDAY 17 JULY

Ms Cathy Munro 076 424 5016

TUESDAY 18 JULY
Mrs Alet Pretorius

084 602 1346

WEDNESDAY 19 JULY		
Ms Nosipho Lukhele 079 297 3095

The upstairs mural painting is almost completed. Well done to the Mural
Painting club for turning a rather dull area into a colorful and vibrant space.

THURSDAY 20 JULY

Ms Renè Barnardt 079 854 8799

FRIDAY AND THE WEEKEND
Ms Danica Kukard 082 304 7178

Health Notice
• A reminder to day girls to check for lice every second week.
• Please be aware that there are currently two cases of Mumps at our
school.

Photograph by Jemma
Photograph by Miké

• We encourage our girls to only visit the tuckshop twice a week.

Grade 6 SPCA
Nelson Mandela Service Day

Photograph by Nchiro

Photos taken by aspiring photographers in Outside the Lines club.

The Grade 6s will be visiting the SPCA on Wednesday.
Please send any donations of cat/kitten food, dog/puppy food, bowls,
blankets, towels, etc.
We thank you in advance for your support.

Photograph by Robyn

This week we delved into the artistic realm of photography. We learnt about
the focal points of a photograph and the impact of using contrast, horizons
and nature to frame the important aspect in our photo.

Grade 6 isiXhosa

Grade 6C performance
poetry in the sunshine.
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BOOK WEEK 2017
Reading for Pleasure

Book swap
Monday 24 July
9:30 – 10:00 Independent Reading for Pleasure
11:00 – 12:30 Grade 4 & 5 Poets Festival (bring a cushion)
Book swap
Tuesday 25 July
9:30 – 10:00 Paired Reading for Pleasure – Gr 7&4, Gr 6&5
Audio book experience
11:00- 12:30 Grade 6 & 7 Poets Festival (bring a cushion)
Book swap
Wednesday 26 July 9:30 – 10:00 Independent Reading for Pleasure
Interhouse Book Quiz
Book swap
Thursday 27 July 9:30 – 10:00 Paired Reading for Pleasure – Gr7&5, Gr6&4
Literature Treasure Hunt
Book swap
Book Character Day – dress up!
Friday 28 July
9:00 – 10:00 Reading with Junior Prep pupils.
Audio book experience.
Bookmark designing on iPads – inspired by famous illustrators.
Girls will create book covers & bookmarks on their iPads in IT lessons.

DSG JUNIOR Art Auction

4 August
2017
Please join us for an
evening of fun and laughter!
R50 per ticket
includes a welcome drink, snacks on arrival and
entry into the lucky draw

Pre drnks @ Art preview

Enjoy the chance to browse through all the art and
meet some of the artists.

17:30 -18:30

The Lowlander
Art Auction

18:30
RSVP by 31 July 2017
with a.pienaar@dsgschool.com

You are invited to

Poets Festival
DSG Junior School

24 July 2017
Grade 4-5
10:45 Tea
11:00 Festival

25 July 2017
Grade 6-7
10:45 Tea
11:00 Festival

