Junior School Newsletter
14 March 2017

Dear Parents and girls,
There has been plenty to celebrate and appreciate this past week. Victoria Girls’
High celebrate 120 years of excellence: we congratulate them on this milestone
and wish them all the very best for the future. We announced of our first Pupil
Voice Council – eight girls were voted for by their peers to represent them at
fortnightly meeting with me.

From the Head
Assembly Theme: QUALITY TIME
Value of the Week: THANKFULNESS

A number of visitors have descended on Grahamstown to be enthralled by big
science at SciFest Africa. All our girls thoroughly enjoyed the experience of
participating in workshops, attending presentations and searching for scientific
facts on display at the Monument. How fortunate we are to have this inspiring
and innovative event in our town which has certainly enhanced a curiosity and
appreciation for science.
Furthermore, Rhodes University hosted the sixth annual ‘Rhodes University Mathematics Experience’ (RUME) to find hidden maths talent in our local
schools. Pupils enjoyed solving mathematics problems and discovering what
fun maths can be. Congratulations to Erin Powers and Ruby Graven-Dugmore
for finishing first and second respectively in the Grade 7 and 8 section of the
competition.
We have been extremely busy on the sports front with our swimmers, hockey,
squash, netball and tennis players all performing with enthusiasm and showing
good skill at various events. That said, I would like to thank Ms Tooley for her
hard work in providing our girls with a wide variety of exciting sporting opportunities. Within one week she co-ordinated the interdistrict gala, sport clinics, and
EP squash trials, all while preparing the annual All Girls Festival which we will
be hosting again.
In conclusion, my theme for the next two weeks is Quality Time. I am very
concerned about the amount of time we are spending on IT devices instead of
investing our energy and focus on uninterrupted face-to-face interactions with
our friends and family. The benefits of spending quality time together include
developing competent communication skills, forming strong family bonds, being
supported in making healthy life choices, decreasing anxiety levels and having
a sense of belonging while feeling loved and valued.
Let us rather spend our time nurturing special and meaningful relationships with
fewer individuals in the real world than feeling pressured to be popular on social
media platforms and being concerned over the number of friends or ‘likes’ we
accumulate in the digital world.
I share with you an extract from the poem ‘Look Up’ by Gary Turk…
When you’re too busy looking down, you don’t see the chances you miss.
So look up from your phone, shut down those displays
We have a finite existence, a set number of days.
Why waste all our time getting caught in the net
As when the end comes, nothing’s worse than regret.
I am guilty too, of being part of this machine
This digital world, where we are heard but not seen.
Where we type and don’t talk, where we read as we chat,
Where we spend hours together, without making eye contact.

Pupil Voice Council from left to right;
Buhle Bam, Shae Openshaw, Lily Bowker, Lila Graven-D ugmore, Nikita
Xhanti, Carrey Wiblin, Cally Still and Ruby Graven-D ugmore

Saturday 18 March Schedule

SATURDAY 18TH MARCH 2017
SCHEDULE FOR THE MORNING @ DSG JUNIOR
08:30 – 09:30

Music Concert at DRW Music School

9:30 – 10:25

U13 & U12 Hockey on grass field
U11 & U10 Netball on netball court

10MIN BREAK

Please bring your own water and small snack

10:35 – 11:30

U11 & U10 Hockey on grass field
U13 & U12 Netball on netball court

The Week ahead
FRIDAY 17 MARCH

17:30 Big walk

Don’t give in to a life where you follow the hype,
Give people your love, don’t give them your like.
Disconnect from the need to be heard and defined
Go out into the world, leave distractions behind.

SATURDAY 18 MARCH

Look up from your phone, shut down that display
stop watching this video, live life the real way.

19:00 Emma Sadler Presentation for Parents

08:30 Music Concert

MONDAY 20 MARCH

TUESDAY 21 - THURSDAY 23 MARCH
Grade 5 Outdoor Ed to the Karoo

Kind regards,
Barbara Hibbert
JUNIOR SCHOOL HEAD

WEDNESDAY 22 MARCH

10:30 Emma Sadler Presentation Gr 4 - 7
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FROM THE SPORTSDESK
SWIMMING

The Independent Schools gala was hosted by and held at St George’s Prep
School in Port Elizabeth last Monday. We joined up with Prep and swam
in combined relays which made for some really exciting finishes. Of the 16
relays across all the ages and strokes, we won five and came second in 11
relays
The winning relays were:
U14 breaststroke
U11 and U14 medley
U11 backstroke
U14 freestyle
Individual places were achieved by:
Abigail Holderness: first – 25m freestyle; second – 25m backstroke
Jodi Hobson: first – 50m freestyle; third – 50m backstroke
Cara Meldrum: second – 50m freestyle; third – 50m backstroke
Wendy-Mae Turner: first – 50m backstroke; second – 50m breaststroke; third
– 50m freestyle
Cally Still: second – 50m freestyle; second – 50m backstroke
Catherine Williamson: first – 50m breaststroke, first – 50m butterfly; first –
50m backstroke; third – 50m freestyle
Jessica Smailes: third – 50m breaststroke
Kayleigh Clayton: first – 50m breaststroke; second – 50m backstroke
Derrin Bush: third – 50m butterfly
The Level 1 intra gala held on the 11 March in Port Elizabeth (with over 70
schools participating) made for some very competitive swimming. Girls who
swam under the DSG banner were Jodi Hobson, Cally Still, Elsje Griesel and
Emily Huxtable. Cally Still put in an outstanding performance, winning four
of her five races – the 50m and 100m freestyle, 50m backstroke and 50m
butterfly and coming third in the 50m breaststroke. Jodi Hobson was placed
third in the 100m freestyle and just missed out a podium finish by coming in
fourth in the 50m freestyle. Emily Huxtable and Elsje Griesel both swam well
and gained some valuable experience at this level. Well done to all four girls.
(Report: Mrs Price)
The interdistricts gala was held at our indoor pool yesterday. Catherine Williamson was the only swimmer who managed to break a record, swimming
the 50m breaststroke in a time of 39.25. Congratulations must go to her as
well as the U13 Albany girls who beat the U13 boys in the medley relay and
set new times in both the medley and freestyle relays. Albany were the overall winners in the gala with 580 points; Amathole were second on 386 points
and in third place, Karoo with 163 points.

town and surrounding schools have travelled to PE for the first round of trials.
This year we requested that we host the first round of squash trials here in
Grahamstown, as often we get to PE only to play our own girls. The response
was massive, and seventy girls from the local schools took part: twenty-one
of these were DSG junior girls and fifty-one boys, ranging from U11 to U19
took part. It was a most successful day and a huge thank you must go to all
the co-ordinators who gave up their Sunday to accommodate these keen
squash players.

HOCKEY AND NETBALL CLINIC.
Please see updated schedule.
Patti Tooley
Sports Director

Upcoming Ev

THURSDAY 16 MARCH

ents

13:45 Tennis vs KC U13A @ KC, U13B @ DSG

FRIDAY 17 MARCH

13:45 Tennis vs Hermitage @ DSG Mixed ages

SATURDAY 18 MARCH

08:00 Top 8 Gala PE
09:30 – 10:25 U10 and U11 Netball, U12 and U13 Hockey (Grass fields)
10:35 – 11:30 U10 and U11 Hockey, U12 and U13 Netball

Inter Districts Gala

We extend our best wishes to the Top 8 swimmers who will swim in PE this
Saturday. The bus will depart from the DSG drop off zone at 06:00 to be in
time for the warmup period at 08:00 before the gala starts at 09:00. Breakfast
and lunch packs shall be arranged for the boarders and those day girls who
have requested one.
12 years: Derrin Bush, Bianca Coventry, Ruby Graven-Dugmore, Cally Still
11 years: Wendy-Mae Turner, Kayleigh Clayton, Cara Meldrum
10 years: Emily Huxtable, Jessica Smailes
9 years: Abigail Holderness

TENNIS

Hockey C
linic

Six of our U11 girls enjoyed a game of tennis on the Bedford courts on Friday
afternoon and our Top 8 U13 players will play at Kingswood on Thursday.
The B team will play on the DSG courts. Hermitage House will be visiting us
on Friday. As this is such a small school, we have arranged for them to play
a mixed DSG team.

MAKANA BRICK NITE RACE

Congratulations to the large group of 49 brave DSG Junior girls who competed in the not-so-easy 9 km Makana Brick Nite Race. The Grahamstown
Hospice was most grateful for the large number of entries and sincere thanks
was expressed to one and all from Cathy Braans, the organiser.

SQUASH

All the Grahamstown school squash courts were abuzz on Sunday as we
held the first ever Albany squash trials. In the past, most of the Grahams-

Makana Night Race
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SciFest fun for Grades 5 & 6

THe GRange Duties 046 - 603 4337

MONDAY 13 MARCH
Ms Cathy Munro

076 424 5016

TUESDAY 14 MARCH

		

Ms Renè Barnardt 079 854 8799

WEDNESDAY 15 MARCH		
Ms Zanele Mavuso 074 335 0978

THURSDAY 16 MARCH

Ms Danica Kukard 082 304 7181

FRIDAY 17 MARCH:		

Ms Zanele Mavuso 074 335 0978

WEEKEND			
Mrs Alet Pretorius

084 602 1346

Reminders for Big Walk

• One sweet donation per girl
• Let Antoinette Pienaar know if you are able to volunteer
at a.pienaar@dsgschool.com
• Reminder to dress up!!!!
• 17:30 start
• An option to Bring and Braai

You are Invited to the

ivine

ummer

reen

Dress up as the letter D,S or G

Please sponsor your daughter per lap or make a donation

17 March 2017 • 17:30 -20:30• DSG Field
Girls to enjoy a Choice of

Boerie Roll R15 Chicken Roll R18
Salad Roll R12
Parents can either order from this same menu or Bring and braai

E-mail your food order by 10 March 2017
to a.pienaar@dsgschool.com

Tuckshop available • Parents provide own drinks
Presented by DSG Junior

Junior School Newsletter

We are on Instagram

Follow us @thediocesanschoolforgirls

Music
Our choir performed during the Senior assembly this week.

Grade 4 Art

during art, re-enforcing
The Grade 4’s work on their colour theory paintings
colours and colour mixing.
what they have learned about primary & secondary

Grade 6 Charcoal still life

Support Staff at Adult Art Classes
course along with other
4 Red Alert ladies and Viv and Joyce attended the
participants on Sunday.

Seen here, Nomalinda putting the
finishing touches to the sticking
down of her mosaic tiles.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Jocelyn Rakgole		

15 March

Maya Strauss		

16 March
19 March
20 March

Ingrid Emslie			
Thatego Pie			

2018 TERM DATES
St Andrew’s College, The Diocesan School for Girls
and St Andrew’s Preparatory School
Term 1 (Easter)

Thursday 18 January to Wednesday 28 March 2018

Wednesday 17 January
Thursday 18 January

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Half Term: Thursday 1 March (Travel Day) to 18h00 on Monday 5 March 2018
Wednesday 28 March
Thursday 29 March
Term 2 (Trinity)

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day
Wednesday 25 April to Thursday 9 August 2018

Tuesday 24 April
Wednesday 25 April

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Half Term: Thursday 21 June (Travel Day) to 18h00 on Tuesday 3 July 2018
Thursday 9 August
Friday 10 August
Term 3 (Michaelmas)

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day
Wednesday 5 September to Wednesday 5 December 2018

Tuesday 4 September
Wednesday 5 September

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Balloon Week 8 – 11 October 2018
Half Term: After Athletics Prize Giving (13h00) on Thursday 11 October to 18h00 on
Monday 15 October 2018
Wednesday 5 December
Thursday 6 December

social media

Kingswood College

st Andrew’s College

the dioCesAn sChool
for girls

st Andrew’s PrePArAtory
sChool

What do parents need to know about social media?
What do children need to know about social media?
What do parents need to tell their children about social media?
Social media is a subject about which we probably know enough to concern us but not enough to be
useful to us or our children.
Therefore, we are delighted to advise that Emma Sadleir, hosted by DSG, St Andrew’s College,
St Andrew’s Preparatory School and Kingswood College, will be visiting Grahamstown for two days for
presentations to parents, pupils and staff on social media.
Who is Emma Sadleir?
Ms Sadleir is a media law consultant and speaker with expertise in all aspects of print and electronic
media law, with a particular focus on defamation and privacy and social media law. Much of her work
involves creating social media strategies and policies for corporates and schools, drafting social media
agency agreements and providing training and workshops on social media law. She has a formidable
track record that includes being an anchor for the Oscar Pistorius trial, a Carte Blanch channel and coauthoring the book entitled Don’t Film Yourself Having Sex … And Other Legal Advice for the Age of
Social Media. This book was described by Professor Jonathan Jansen as the ‘most important text book’
a university student will buy.
In short, Emma is a guru on social media and more importantly, the pitfalls and hurdles that both
parents and children are likely to encounter.
Emma will be doing a presentation specifically for parents on Monday 20 March in the DSG Lilla Strong
Hall to which ALL Grahamstown parents are invited. The cost will be R100: tickets can be obtained
from Ms Dean Bridger at DSG reception and will also be available at the door.
Emma Sadleir Parent Presentation
Date: 20 March 2017
Time: 19h00
Venue: DSG Lilla Strong Hall
Cost: R100 (tickets available at the door or from DSG Reception)
Queries: David Wright (d.wright@dsgschool.com)

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day

