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From the Head
Habit of Mind Striving for accuracy
Dear Parents and Friends of our school,
Welcome back to the second chapter of Term 2. While the majority
of us were relaxing and taking it easy over the half term, a number of
our girls represented Eastern Province at various hockey and squash
interprovincial tournaments. The sports report will delve further into the
results and the girls’ experiences, but on behalf of the school I would
like to congratulate our athletes on their drive and commitment to their
sport, as well as their outstanding performances.
This half term promises a number of exciting academic, cultural and
sporting experiences for our girls. We are particularly looking forward
to the remaining fixtures in the hockey and netball season, our interhouse singing event, and the annual junior music concert, in addition
to Reading for Pleasure Week, which we are currently enjoying.

June Photo Competition - Leaves Theme
Winners: Kanya Torp Nelani in 1st place, Jenna Foster in 3rd place and
Morgan Herring in 2nd place

‘To learn to read is to light a fire; every syllable that is spelled out is a
spark.’ - Victor Hugo
There is strong evidence linking reading for pleasure and educational
outcomes. While academic achievement is important, the benefits of
reading for pleasure endure for life.
The relationship between reading for pleasure and general wellbeing
is particularly interesting too, with evidence showing a correlation between regular reading for pleasure and lower levels of stress and depression. Reading for pleasure has social benefits too; connecting us
with a wider community. Thanks to reading, we have a stronger sense
of identity, develop empathy and gain a deeper insight into the views
of others.
Reading needs to be an everyday part of our lives and as parents and
educators, we should find ways to support reading and create ideal
opportunities and environments for it. We will struggle to encourage
our children to read if we do not read ourselves. Parental and teacher
involvement is crucial in building a culture of reading and children are
far more likely to read if they see adults reading often. Providing good
reading materials and being good role models will certainly prompt
children to pick up books.
Furthermore, we should encourage our girls to select books that interest them and keep in mind that the ultimate goal is to develop an
enriching habit and love for reading.
In closing, I would like to congratulate members of both our Junior
Concert Band and Junior Choir for receiving their service badges this
week. We are extremely proud of their commitment towards each of
these cultural teams.

Donna Miranda Winner of Gr 4 & 5 Poets Festival

Inga LuthuliWinner of Grade 6 & 7 Poets

Warm Regards,
Ms Barbara Hibbert

HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

2 years service to our Junior Choir

Music Concert Band members
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FROM THE SPORTSDESK
Dear Parents

Welcome back to school, I trust that you had an enjoyable break
with your daughters. We are all looking forward to a busy second
half of term which presents four more hockey/netball fixtures.
A number of our girls took part in interprovincial hockey and
squash tournaments over the half term break and I asked some of
them to describe the experience:
“The EP tour was my best experience ever. We came fourth overall; missing bronze by two points. My highlight was having fun with
the other teams and playing my heart out in the beautiful mountainous setting at Maritzburg College.” Wendy-Mae Turner (EPU13A
Hockey)
“Our team received a silver medal and we personally gained a
new understanding for the game, but our favourite part of the tournament was making new friends.” Holly Clowes and Ziya Skweyiya
(EPU13B Hockey)
“Out of eleven teams we finished fourth and it was an amazing experience as we made so many new friends from different schools.
Besides the hockey, another highlight was trolley races in the mall.”
Jamie Laubscher and Leza Lisa (EPU13C Hockey)

Sport Dates for the Diary...
FRIDAY 13 JULY

13:15 Albany Tennis vs WP. U10 (Graeme), U12 (Prep), U14 (KC).

SATURDAY 14 JULY

08:00 Netball and Hockey vs Woodridge.
13:15 Albany Tennis vs WP. U10 (Graeme), U12 (Prep), U14 (KC).

TUESDAY 17 JULY

13:45 U13A Netball vs Sweet Valley (DSG)
17:00 U13A Hockey vs Sweet Valley (DSG)

FRIDAY 20 JULY

Hosting the U13A Oakhill Hockey team

SATURDAY 21 JULY

08:00 DSG Junior Hockey Festival (DSG)

WEDNESDAY 25 JULY
10:30 Interhouse Netball
13:30 Interhouse Hockey

FRIDAY 27 JULY

13:45 Athletics trials
14:00 Netball and Hockey practice

SATURDAY 28 JULY

08:30 Netball and Hockey vs Hudson

“Our team finished seventh in the A division and I really enjoyed all
the matches. I also enjoyed going tenpin bowling with the Northerns girls and playing 30 seconds with our B Team.” Ashleigh Price
(EPU13A Squash)
“Matches against A teams were challenging but this improved our
game. Our team won a third place bronze medal. Highlights were
tenpin bowling with the EP boys and staying up chatting with our
new friends.” Jodi Hobson and Nikita Xhanti (EPU13B Squash)
”We learnt a lot more on the court and the games were exciting
because the competition was tough. Movies, bowling and getting to
know the players from other provinces was great fun too.” Abigail
Holderness, Megan Marx, Maddy Were and Elsjè Griesel (EPU11A
Squash)
This weekend we look forward to welcoming Woodridge to our
campus. Please refer to the webpage for hockey and netball teams
as well as the match times and venues.
http://sport.dsgschool.com/Fixtures_Teams.asp?Id=28441
We wish the following Albany tennis girls all the best for their fixture
against Western Province this weekend.
• U10 No1 Emma Hibbert, No3 Gabby Hutchinson
• U12 No2 Kayleigh Clayton,No5 Jamie Marx, No7 Abigail
Holderness,No9 Ashleigh Price, No10 Megan Marx, No12 Miké
Holder
• U14 No5 Holly Clowes, No9 Wendy-Mae Turner, No10 Carey
Wiblin, No11 Kuhle Potelwa
Kind Regards

Ms Patti Tooley

JUNIOR SPORTS DIRECTOR

IPT medals and action
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Poets Festival 2018
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National Arts Festival
Grade 4s

The Grade 4 class thoroughly enjoyed the ballet ‘Heart of an Island
Goddess’, and particularly enjoyed watching their peers, Rachel
Van Vuuren, Marelize Potgieter who danced beautifully. Congratulations to them on a sterling performance.
‘The Last Raiders of the last crusade’ was next in their line-up of
shows. True to form, Nicholas Ellenborgen managed to reach a
wide audience ranging from young children through to adults with
his puns and jokes. The girls are still speaking about the ‘night-jar’
and the Magnum chocolate gun!
‘The Old Man and the sea’, a play based on the story written by
Ernest Hemingway, cleverly combined simple props and creative

Grade 5s

The Grade 5’s embraced the learning opportunities offered by the
National Arts Festival this year. We kicked off the experience by
attending CAF. The girls painted frames that could hold photo’s or
notes. They also learned some rigorous gumboot dance moves. We
saw a range of shows: ballet, comedy and drama. The Heart of the
Island Goddess was beautifully executed and we were very proud
of our Grahamstown dancers and especially Megan Marx’s performance in the show. It was a priviledge to watch Nicholas Ellenbogen preform his last Raiders show. The man is indeed a legend and
deserves a “Bells”! Our final show was “The Old Man and the Sea”
by Ernest Hemmingway. This classic story was brought to life by
clever performance and amazing masks.

masks. The girls were allowed to touch the masks after the show,
and the actress, Taryn Bennett, showed them the intricate, clever
design of the eyes.
Girls also interviewed their artist of choice at Carinus and used the
keynote app to create presentations on their return.
What a treat it was once again to soak up the festival vibe and be
inspired by creativity in so many forms.
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Grade 6s

What a fabulous experience the Grade 6 girls had at this year’s
National Arts Festival! From entertaining shows, to admiring some of
the art exhibitions, to embracing the learning opportunities in their
workshops, they were exhausted yet inspired by the end of the week.
They thoroughly enjoyed the variety that was on offer, and made the
most of each opportunity.

Grade 7s

The shows were an absolute hit this year for our Grade 7 girls, with Caliente being the highlight. They also had a wonderful workout whilst learning
the challenging skill of Gumboot Dancing as well as making chalk painted
picture frames and reusable food wrappers made from fabric and sealed
with beeswax. A good time was enjoyed by all.

Junior School Newsletter

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Minentle Xulu
Buhle Bam		
Emily Huxtable

11 July
14 July
11 July

Congratulations
The following girl has been awarded 25 merits or more:
Sesha Geneste
The following girl has been awarded 45 merits or more:
Sasha Painter

THe GRange Duties 046 - 603 4337
TUESDAY 10 JULY

Ms Renè Barnardt 079 854 8799

WEDNESDAY 11 JULY
Mrs Alet Pretorius

084 602 1346

THURSDAY 12 JULY

Ms Cathy Munro 076 424 5016

FRIDAY & THE WEEKEND
Mrs Alet Pretorius

084 602 1346 & Ms Renè Barnardt 079 854 8799

MONDAY 16 JULY

Ms Cathy Munro 076 424 5016

CHild Welfare Thank you note

Dear DSG School
Thank you for your contribution to Child Welfare’s Tekkie Tax fundraising drive.
We greatly appreciate your generosity and support.

Santa Shoe Box

DSG Junior will again assist in delivering Christmas Santa Shoeboxes to
underprivileged children in the local community.

On behalf of Child Welfare SA Grahamstown we humbly thank you for your
support. By believing in the great potential of our youth, and by offering a
hand to lift them up, together we will improve both their lives and our own.
With warmest regards,
Debbie and the Child Welfare
Grahamstown Team

This year, the school won’t be pledging boxes on behalf of the girls and
parents will need to do so independently. Pledging of boxes opens on 1
August 2018 and parents can register in the meantime via the following to
the official website. https://santashoebox.org.za/

Blanket Appeal: A number of knitted squares have been completed by members
contact
of the community. We need volunteers to join squares into blankets. Please
help.
to
available
are
you
if
a.gooden@dsgschool.com

