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From the Head
Habit of Mind
Taking responsible risks

Dear Parents and Friends of our school,

Our U13A hockey players thoroughly enjoyed their tour to Knysna
which for me brought back such fond memories of my own sports tours
(many moons ago). Trips which gift lifelong friends, fun-filled memories
and a sense of belonging. On their return, they eagerly shared the
highlights of this recent tour…
• Spending time together as a team.
• Going out to a restaurant with friends.
• Struggling through the very tough games and working extra hard for
each other.
• Learning new things from other teams at the festival.
• Socialising with girls from other schools.
• Doing our coach’s makeup.
• Being on the beach in front of the Knysna Heads.
• Laughing and singing on the long bus trip.
Thank you to Ms Munro and Ms Tooley for accompanying them on this
tour. Their experience was clearly enriching and enjoyable.
Mark Thomas, from the SPCA, was warmly welcomed to our assembly
this week to receive the SPCA Dash donation of R6122 as well as to
collect gifts of dog food and other useful items for the animals. I would
like to thank him for taking time to speak to our girls about the many
different ways in which they can make a huge difference in the lives
of homeless animals. Special thank you to Ms Sievwright for attending the occasion and to Ms Clarke for coordinating the handover and
nurturing our special relationship with the SPCA.

Hebrews 12:1-3

Chaplain’s Message

		
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd
of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight
that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips
us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set
before us. 2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the
champion who initiates and perfects our faith.* Because of
the joy* awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding
its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honour beside
God’s throne. 3 Think of all the hostility he endured;* then
you won’t become weary and give up.

The author of this letter was encouraging the Christians not to give
up hope at around 70AD. He used the analogy of running a race.
Christianity requires getting rid of anything that may cause you to
slow down or even fall. Christians should be aware of things that
take their attention from Christ.
The Christian journey requires perseverance. We are not promised
an easy walk. There will be hard times. But we should NEVER GIVE
Up. We need to be encouraged by the many witnesses we have,
past and present. Just like the athlete’s focus is on the finishing line,
we too need to look to Jesus. He was ridiculed; Judas betrayed him,
Peter denied him, he was nailed to the cross, but he never gave up.
He was perfect in all he did. We should try to emulate him.
In our daily lives we do encounter many things that make us feel like
giving up. One day, we shall reap a great reward if we persevere
and trust in the Lord.
Bless you,
Rev Rachel

The cooler, darker mornings in Grahamstown have signalled the start
of winter and an action packed sports season. This coming weekend,
we look forward to welcoming Clarendon Park to DSG for the first
hockey and netball derby of the season. I am confident that fine team
spirit and good sportsmanship will be on display this Saturday. Thank
you in advance to all staff and coaches who will assist in coordinating
a successful morning of sport.
We look forward to the Youth Music Festival next week in which
many of our girls will be performing. The festival programme will
published shortly.
Warm Regards,
Ms Barbara Hibbert

HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

PLEASE NOTE

Prep will be closing early for half term on Sunday 17 June.
DSG Junior will resume as normal until Wednesday 20
June. PAT chats will take place between 8:00 and 10:00
on Thursday 21 June which will also be travel day.

The Parents committee would like to thank Ms Hibbert, Ms Pienaar, and all
the staff for thier time, effort and kind assistance in coordinating the
SPCA Dash. Much appreciated.
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FROM THE SPORTSDESK

Last night’s Makana Winter Squash League results were most impressive
as our girls were up against senior school players. Well done to the whole
team!
Congratulations to the following girls who have been invited to the second
round of EP squash trials, this Sunday in Grahamstown.
U13: W
 endy-Mae Turner, Kayleigh Clayton, Jody Hobson, Ashleigh Price
and Nikita Xhanti
U11: E
 lsjè Griesel, Abigail Holderness, Megan Marx, Umgumagaliso Mdlankomo, Lauren Menagé & Maddy Were

A number of our hockey players are congratulated for being selected to
represent EP hockey.
• EP A: Wendy-Mae Turner
• EP B: Holly Clowes & Ziya Skweyiya
• EP C: Kayleigh Clayton, Jamie Laubscher and Leza Lisa.
Our U13A hockey team travelled to Knysna on Thursday for the annual
Oakhill Hockey Festival. They played outstanding hockey and thoroughly
enjoyed the experience. Special mention must be made of Kayleigh Clayton who was nominated as the ‘Most Valuable Player’ for DSG and shared
the ‘Top Goal Scorer’ award with a Kingswood player.

Sport Dates for the Diary...
FRIDAY 11 MAY

14:00 Albany Hockey League U13B, C & D teams playing

SATURDAY 12 MAY

08:00 Hockey & Netball vs Clarendon Park @ DSG

SUNDAY 13 MAY

08:30 Squash EP Trials Round 2 in Grahamstown

THURSDAY 17 MAY

13:45 Hockey PA U10A & U11A vs DSG U10B & U11B @ DSG

FRIDAY 18 MAY

14:00 Albany Hockey League U13B, C & E teams playing

SATURDAY 19 MAY

Hockey & Netball vs VP & Erica @ DSG

The Albany Hockey League began last week Friday. Please see the scoreboard for results.

DERBY DAY VS CLARENDON PARK

All hockey & netball teams will be playing against Clarendon Park this
Saturday.
• Girls are reminded to bring their own water bottles and apply sunblock.
• Match kit and tracksuits to be worn.
• Team lists will be on the website by Wednesday and the programme will
be send to parents once finalised.

Ms Patti Tooley

JUNIOR SPORTS DIRECTOR

On and off the field in Knysna

EP Hockey Players: EP A: Wendy-Mae Turner, EP B: Ziya Skweyiya and Holly
Clowes, EP C: Jamie Laubscher, Kayleigh Clayton and Leza Lisa.

13A Oakhill Hockey Festival

Squash League
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Sport SCOREBOARD
Sport

Date

Team /
Athlete

Vs

Format

Result

Squash
Hockey

7 May
3 May
4 May
4 May
5 May
5 May
4 May
4 May
4 May

U13A

VGHS 2
Reddam CT
Rustenburg CT
Stirling EL
Hudson EL
Merrifield EL
Yellowwoods
Kingswood mixed
VP

League

Won 13-3
Won 1-0
Draw 1-1
Draw 0-0
Won 2-1
Won 1-0
Won 3-1
Won 4-1
Draw 0-0

U13A
U13B
U13C
U13D

Oakhill Festival
League
League

!3B Hockey vs Yellowwoods

Kayleigh Clayton awarded most
valuable player for DSG at the
Oakhill Hockey Festival

THe GRange Duties 046 - 603 4337

TUESDAY 8 MAY

Ms Renè Barnardt 079 854 8799

WEDNESDAY 9 MAY

Ms Cathy Munro 076 424 5016

THURSDAY 10 MAY
Mrs Alet Pretorius

084 602 1346

FRIDAY 11 MAY

Ms Renè Barnardt 079 854 8799

WEEKEND

Ms Nosipho Lukhele 079 297 3095

MONDAY 14 MAY

Ms Cathy Munro 076 424 5016
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Wednesday Clubs
Coding

Beadles and Bards

Knitting

Entrepreneurs

Drumming

Pilates

Brain Games

Life Hacks
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Getting to know Emma Brockwell
Senior School Prefect 2018
(Pastoral / Junior School portfolio)
How long have you been at DSG for?
I have been at school here since Grade 0. I was at Prep from Grade
0 - 3 and then DSG officially from Grade 4 which will make it 13 years
altogether at the end of my time here!
What is a favourite memory of your time at the junior school?
It’s so hard to choose just one best memory and it’s hard to remember them all, but one has stuck with me still to this day. My best
friend (Kathryn Basson) and I were in the dorm and it was either at
the beginning or end of term as the trunks were out, and she started
tapping my full deodorant can on the edge of the trunk (no idea why
but that’s Kathryn). Eventually, and after telling her multiple times
that it was not a good idea, the can formed a small hole in it and
split open and started spinning spraying everywhere like a rocket,
and got really cold like what happens when you give a deodorant
icy! Anyway, after evacuating the perfume fumigated room, we found
this hilarious and spend ages in bundles of laughter. Don’t go and try
this in the Grange!
What house are you in?
I’m in Espin house, my blood runs blue!
Which has been your favourite grade so far and why?
My favourite year I have to say was Grade 10. This is because
there was so much to look forward to like being seniors of the senior
school and finally getting to go to meals early, going to Australia on
exchange and making new friends there, going on journey at the end
of the year was also the best, and of course starting classes with the
boys across the road.
Is senior school tough?
At times it is a lot of fun, but it is tough. There is a lot to juggle like
work and duties and responsibilities and not always so much free
time. But what helps me through it is that there are a lot of us all in
the same boat and there to help when we feel too overwhelmed.
What does it mean to be a prefect at DSG?
To be a prefect means that you have to uphold certain responsibilities in the school. There are a lot of meetings with Mrs Frayne to
check in with how the school is going. Some prefects have portfolios
like Pastoral (this is me), Environmental and Academic just to name
a few for example, and we are in charge of keeping those aspects of
the school strong and alive.

Have you experienced
bullying before? If so, how
did you cope with it?
I am very lucky enough to
have never experienced any
serious form of bullying. But I
know that whenever anything
upsets me in any way, it always helps to have someone
to talk about it to like a friend
or someone like Mrs Thacker.
Getting things off your chest
and being honest about it is
the best coping tactic.
How would your best friends describe you?
I asked a few of my close friends and they would describe me as quiet until you get to know me, a good listener, caring and empathetic.
If you won a trip to the moon what one item would you pack in
your bag for the journey?
The one item I would pack (if chocolate was already provided in the
food as that is one thing I can’t live without) is a good friend to keep
me company because I think it could get quite lonely if I were to be
the only one on the moon.
Do you have a piece of advice for us DSG Junior girls so that
we can make the most of our time at DSG?
Get involved and try everything. There are so many things I wished I
had been a part of - like different sports, dancing and playing a musical instrument. Appreciate all the free time you have and use it well
while you don’t have all the pressures as you get higher up in the
Grades. Also, don’t spend so much time on devices and appreciate
the outdoors and the people around you in the physical world rather
than the technological world. And a quote I remember which one of
my best friends in Jnr School always used to say which I think everyone should apply in their lives went something like this; ‘be kinder
than necessary, because everyone is fighting their own kind of battles’ - keep this in mind and try be as kind as you can to everyone
around you. And if you would like any more inside scoop come and
find me! I hope this helps!

It is Tekkie Tax time of the year again and Child Welfare Grahamstown really
needs YOUR support to help our local Grahamstown children.
Girls who make a monetary conrtribution to Child Welfare on Friday 25 May
may wear their tekkies to school.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Logan Ajay			
Kuhle Potelwa		

11 May
12 May

