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From the Head
Habit of Mind
Taking responsible risks

Dear Parents and Friends of our school,

Welcome to the second term which promises to provide plenty of exciting learning opportunities for the girls and a variety of events for the
whole school community to enjoy. From the Youth Music Festival and
SA Maths Challenge Week to the National Arts Festival and Reading
for Pleasure Week, there is much to look forward to.
We welcome Ms Margie Rogers to the DSG Junior family as a music
teacher. She joins us from Graeme College where she taught piano,
class music and led the marimba band for a number of years. How
lucky our girls are to have such a talented, sincere and nurturing individual teach them how to play the piano. We wish Margie many happy
years with us.
Two of our members of staff, Ms Judy Paul and Ms Lisa Micklewright, along with a couple of DSG Junior mums, Jane Holderness
and Megan Hobson, ran 108 km over three days during the holiday.
This impressive achievement was part of a fundraising initiative for
Grahamstown’s Lukhanyiso Village – a centre which caters for and
nurtures orphaned and vulnerable children. The R742.70 that DSG
Junior raised on Valentine’s Day this year has been donated to the
Sole Sisters’ worthy cause. Thank you girls, staff and parents for your
generous contribution and congratulations to the entire Sole Sisters
team on a successful endeavour.
The SPCA Dash on Saturday morning, was a resounding success. It
was wonderful to see the girls, parents, friends of the school and dogs
of all shapes and sizes tackle the 5 km route with enthusiasm and
courage. Special thanks go to the Parent Committee, parent helpers
and staff for their role in coordinating and managing this enjoyable and
charitable event. Representatives from the SPCA will be visiting us on
Monday 7 May to lead an assembly. We look forward to hearing about
the phenomenal work they do for the animals and handing over our
donation of money and useful items.
I’ve introduced a new Habit of Mind – ‘Taking Responsible Risks’ which
we as a school will focus on for the next two weeks. During an assembly, girls were asked to consider whether they’ve become stuck
in a rut in which they simply do as everyone else does, settle for less,
regret missed opportunities and just get by. Comfort zones are beautiful places but nothing grows there. Fear of failing hinders growth but
those who are willing to acknowledge this fear, consider risk from different angles and bravely step forward along new paths will most certainly progress onto the next level in their learning. Sadly, those who
play it safe and succumb to their fears will remain stuck at the same
level. Hopefully we will soon see the girls failing spectacularly with confidence in order for them to understand the benefits of struggling and
the valuable knowledge they gain through making errors. You must
feel safe when taking risks but you should also feel brave.
Warm Regards,
Ms Barbara Hibbert

HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

John 20 : 26-28

Chaplain’s Message

A week later, his disciples were in the house again and
Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, see
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side.
Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord
and my God!”
On my way to PE this holiday, a tiny female traffic officer stopped
me at a road block. While waiting to be cleared, she stood in the
middle of the road and signaled a huge truck to stop, and it did. Out
of fun, a heavily built civilian gentleman tried to stop an on-coming
car. The driver hooted at him to get out of the way and simply drove
by. You see, unlike the civilian man, the tiny lady, while dressed as
a traffic officer, had power. She had the authority to stop any kind
of vehicle.
Thomas did not believe that Jesus had risen from the dead until he
touched Jesus’ hands and side. With that touch, he was never the
same again.
There’s power in a touch. We all love a pat on the shoulder, a hug
or holding hands. It feels good.
It is my prayer, this term, that each one of us makes an effort to find
that person who may look sad, lonely, anxious or perplexed and
hold their hand, give them a hug or a pat on their shoulder thereby
showing them that you love and care for them. As God’s children,
just like that petite traffic officer, God has given us the power to do
anything. The power of a touch is in your hands.
In God’s name,
Rev Rachel

Sole Sisters supporters

Margie Rogers

Taking
responsible risks

Venture out!
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FROM THE SPORTSDESK

I hope that you all had a wonderful holiday and are ready for an extremely
busy winter sporting season!
Thank you to Ms Price who accompanied our swimmers to various swimming galas during the holiday. Her report reads as follows:Two of our DSG
Junior swimmers participated at the Level 3 regional gala. Wendy-Mae
Turner and Cara Meldrum both swam exceptionally well, improving all their
times and swimming very competitively in what essentially is the second
highest competitive age-group gala in South Africa. Wendy-Mae swam in
five finals being pipped at the post by a split second into fourth place in the
50m freestyle. However, she won a gold medal as a member of the Girls
13 and under 4x50m medley relay team and a silver medal in the Girls 13
and under 4x50m freestyle relay team. Well done to both of these swimmers who train early in the mornings to fit swimming into an already busy
schedule.

Sport Dates for the Diary...
THURSDAY 3-6 MAY

07:30 U13A Hockey @ Oakhill Hockey Festival (Knysna)

FRIDAY 4 MAY

14:00 Albany Hockey League (U13B, C, D and E)

SATURDAY 5-6 MAY

08:00 Alan Stapleton Squash Tournament @ Londt Park & Westview
Squash Clubs

FRIDAY 11 MAY

14:00 Albany Hockey League U13B, C, D and E teams playing

In the Makana winter squash league, our girls were up against the DSG
Senior School’s 3rd team this week. The result does not reflect the confident manner in which they played against their older opponents.

SATURDAY 12 MAY

Six of our girls have made it through to the final round of EP hockey trials,
namely Wendy-Mae Turner, Kayleigh Clayton, Holly Clowes, Jamie Laubscher, Josie Rushmere, Ziya Skweyiya and Leza Lisa. We wish them all the
best.

08:30 Squash EP trials round 2 in Grahamstown

08:00 Hockey & Netball vs Clarendon Park @ Home.

SUNDAY 13 MAY

Our U13A hockey team travels to Knysna on Thursday for the annual
Oakhill hockey festival. I’m sure the girls will have a wonderful time and
gain much experience: Congratulations to the following for making the
team: Bella McLeod, Cara Meldrum, Holly Clowes, Jamie Laubscher, Jenna
Foster, Josie Rushmere, Katie Vermaak, Kayleigh Clayton, Leza Lisa,
Marique Stevens, Rebecca Phillips, Wendy-Mae Turner, Ziya Skweyiya,
and Sarah Lake.

Wendy-Mae Turner

Ms Patti Tooley

JUNIOR SPORTS DIRECTOR

Bathurst Show, Horse Rid
ing
Results:
Lily Bowker came first in
each
of her jumping classes, A2
speed, and first in The Der
by
while Rebecca Jones cam
e
second in Fancy Dress and
2nd
in 70cm jumping

Cara Meldrum

Hockey Thon Fun
Lily Bowker

Sport SCOREBOARD
Sport

Date

Squash

19 March

DSG JUNIOR SPORT SCOREBOARD
Team /
Vs
Athlete
U13A

DSG senior 3

Format

Result

League

Lost 13-3
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Trinity Term Takes Off
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Grade 6 Elevate Workshop

Memory and Mnemonics: A guide for the forgetful

On Monday, 30 April, the Grade 6 girls were fortunate enough to attend their second Elevate Education workshop this year. This time,
they built on their previous knowledge of study skills, and they learnt
how to strengthen their memory skills.

THe GRange Duties 046 - 603 4337

TUESDAY 1 MAY
Mrs Alet Pretorius

084 602 1346

WEDNESDAY 2 MAY

Ms Nosipho Lukhele 079 297 3095

THURSDAY 3 MAY

The girls learnt about auditory, visual and audio-visual learning. However, the most effective tool for learning and remembering is using “semantic learning”. This is connecting what we know with what we don’t
know.

Ms Renè Barnardt 079 854 8799

Other than visiting the Elevate website on www.elevateeducation.com,
some other great free memorization apps and websites include:
•
Memrise.com
•
Quizlet.com
•
Duolingo.com

Mrs Alet Pretorius

FRIDAY 4 MAY

Ms Nosipho Lukhele 079 297 3095

WEEKEND

084 602 1346

MONDAY 7 MAY
Mrs Alet Pretorius

084 602 1346

Knit -a - Thon Reminder

House Points will be allocated as follows:
Child knitted squares - 5 points each
Parent knitted squares - 3 points each
Child Knitted Doll - 20 points for each doll
Parent knitted Doll - 12 points for each doll

Knitting a square directions:
- Squares to be made with double knitting wool, using 4mm needles
- 30 stitches should be cast on and knit until a square is formed
- The squares should measure approximately 15 cm by 15cm
- Knitted strips should measure approximately 1 metre long

2017 ACER Benchmarking tests – top achievers with their certificates
Distinction in English: Sasha Painter & Emily Wingfield.
Distinction in Maths: Lily Bowker & Jamie Marx.
High Distinction in English: Ashley Todd, Lily Bowker, Morrigan Irwin, Rebecca Phillips & Marique Stevens.
High Distinction in Maths: Sesha Geneste, Abigail Holderness, Sasha Painter,
Jodi Hobson, Emily Huxtable, Morrigan Irwin, Ashley Paul & Kirsten White

