Junior School
NEWSLETTER
1 OCTOBER 2019

WEEK AHEAD
SATURDAY 5 OCTOBER

WEDNESDAY 2 OCTOBER

14:00 Music Concert (DRW)

09:00 Gr 7 Play Rehearshal (CAN�
CELLED)
18:30 Charity Outdoor Movie night
(Grange)

TUESDAY 8 OCTOBER

11:30 Interhouse Singing
12:45 Half Term begins

HABIT OF MIND

THINKING INTERDEPENDENTLY

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL

Rev Rachel delivered a fascinating account of her recent
tour of Israel, the Promised Land. For her, it was
spiritually transforming to see and touch the places she
had only read about in the Bible. Places where Jesus
performed miracles and religious landmarks included the
Mount of Temptation, Nazareth, the Garden of
Gethsemane and Golgotha, where Jesus was crucified.
The highlight of her trip was renewing her baptism in the
Jordan River.
Managing impulsivity, particularly with regards to
technology, remains a focus for us. As we endeavour to
use technology to enhance learning and encourage girls
to apply skills learnt through ‘My Social Life’ workshops
(digital life skills programme), we take an interest in the
current popular digital trends with youth in order to
recognise and deal swiftly with issues. Extended periods
of time on screens, the erosion of real-life interactions
and diminishing attention spans are worrying negative
impacts of technology. Most concerning though, is the
decline of quality and quantity of sleep, which is mostly
due to stress induced by notifications (or lack thereof)
and social comparison. As educators and parents, we
need to gauge how much and in what way the girls use
devices. Parental control tools are advised to monitor
screen time and teachers would appreciate parent
support with raising awareness of the importance of
privacy in cyberspace and the adverse consequences of
device misuse.
In closing, we are delighted to welcome Ms Aya Sowazi
to our DSG family as the new Junior School Sports
Coordinator. We trust that she will enjoy many happy
experiences in the company of our passionate
sportswomen.
Best wishes
BARBARA HIBBERT
JUNIOR SCHOOL HEAD

The matrics of 2019, who passed through DSG Junior,
attended a special farewell chapel service with us. Much
enjoyment was had as they were taken on a trip down
memory lane and thanked for being kind, inclusive and
inspiring role models for their younger sisters. We wish them
every happiness and success for the their next adventure
beyond the DSG campus walls; trusting that they will remain
brave, compassionate and engaged global citizens.

SPORT
SPORT DATES
TUESDAY 1 OCTOBER

13:45 Interhouse Athletics 1200m and 1500m
16:15 U13 Waterpolo Training
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WEDENSDAY 2 OCTOBER,

14:30 Waterpolo bus departs for KC
15:00 - 17:00 U13 EP Waterpolo Trials (KC)

DEAR PARENTS

The 1200m and 1500m events served as an exciting
build-up to our Sports Day.
Over the course of the last two months, our girls have
been involved in athletics trials and training to prepare
for Sports Day. Possibly the most exciting element of the
athletics season has been the number of girls who have
requested to be added to events. The enthusiasm to
participate is exactly in line with the goals set by DSG,
and the girls need to be commended for this.
We welcome parents to support their daughters on
Sports Day and challenge them to participate in the
Parents’ Relay which will feature towards the end of the
programme.
We congratulate the following girls for progressing
through to the next round of EP U13 Water Polo trials on
Wednesday 2nd October: Emily Huxtable, Jenna Foster,
Jodi Hobson, Anna Pinto, Kimberley Kabiri, Kayleigh Clayton, Sarah Lake and Zoë Repinz.
The SANESA (National Equestrian) championships were
held in Pretoria last week. DSG Junior was represented
by Mea Coetzer (Navajo Spirit) and Rebecca Jones
(Rocky ll).
Mea competed in a number of events with her best
individual result in Inhand Utility. Both Mea and Rebecca
were in Eastern Province teams for various disciplines.
Mea’s team ended 3rd nationally for Inhand Utility
(level 2).
Rebecca’s Eastern Province team won the Working
Hunter (level 3) finishing 2nd for Stadium Eventing
(level 2). For individual events Rebecca’s best result was
for Working Riding (level 3) and she also brought home
numerous other ribbons.

FRIDAY 4 OCTOBER,

08:00 Interhouse Sports Day (Lower Field)

We are delighted to
welcome Ms Sowazi to
the DSG family as our
new Junior School Sports
Coordinator. Herewith her
message to you...
Hello DSG Junior girls and
parents
My name is Ms Sowazi.
I am from East London
where I have lived for
most of my life. I’ve
recently moved to Grahamstown and my first
impression is that it is a
small and friendly place
(although a little cold at
this time of the year). As for DSG, I am impressed by how
well-mannered the girls are and how welcoming the staff
have been, which makes me feel at home.
I have been teaching sport and physical education in a
school environment for the past six years and before that
I was a fitness instructor at different gyms. I
particularly enjoy hockey, athletics and swimming and I
also love playing touch rugby socially.
I am extremely excited to become part of the DSG
family and am looking forward to help build physically
and emotionally resilient sportswomen who love their
sporting experiences. Most importantly, I want to create
a fun and enjoyable sporting environment for the girls to
develop in.
I’m looking forward to meeting and working with you
all.”

MR CRAIG MASON
INTERIM JUNIOR SPORTS COORDINATOR
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CREATIVE CLUBS

For more photos go to MY.DSGSCHOOL.COM /Junior School information/ Photo Galleries JNR / All JNR Galleries
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GR 7 DESIGN

Grade 7 girls working on their designs and sample
boards for their origami newspaper dresses. Some of
the skills they will be acquiring and tested on during this
project includes 3D comprehension, sequencing,
problem solving, patience, hand-eye coordination,
geometry, measurements, fractions and proportions – all
whilst having fun!

JOHA DREYER

MARIMBA BAND

The DSG Junior Marimba Band provided a vibrant and
warm background patina for the Sunnyside Street
Festival held on the afternoon of Saturday 28th
September. The Festival is a local initiative which is
aimed at fostering community spirit and collaboration.
The streets at historical Artificer’s Square are closed off
and stalls and music create a lovely ambience. The DSG
girls played a variety of upbeat African songs and many
people commented on how wonderful it was to have the
marimbas playing in the background. Thanks must go
to Margie Rogers for helping to make this possible. The
Festival provided an invaluable performing
experience for the girls who have improved significantly
since the beginning of the year. Well done to all
involved!

DAVID FULLER
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
2 OCTOBER
ANNA PINTO

GR 6 HISTORY PROJECTS

A collaborative effort by the Grade 6s resulted in an
assortment of captivating displays detailing the
medicinal properties of certain plants. Along with the
research and planning which went into this project,
students also learnt from the hands on experience of
growing and caring for their seedlings. They
enthusiastically imparted their knowledge on fellow
students and invited them to sample food and drink
which had been made using these plants.

MEGAN THERON

GR 5 INTEGRATED STUDIES SCAVENGER HUNT
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GR 4 SLEEPOVER

THE GRANGE NEWS

A reminder to boarder parents that half term in the
Junior School begins at lunch time on Tuesday 8 October
and not Thursday 10 October as is the case in the
Senior School. Please let myself or Mrs Claasen know if
you have a concern in this regard.
Over the past weekend in The Grange there was much
excitement when the Grade 4 girls had their sleepover
with their classroom. Mattresses were dragged from the
house to school and back as the girls anticipated the fun
to be had. As expected, they were rather subdued on
Saturday after a rather late night!
The Grade 7s were all invited to a birthday party on
Friday evening. Getting ready for a party in the house
creates an excitement which is infectious and palpable.
The conversations in the cubicles after the party, as the
girls settle for the night, are those which instill
friendships and create memories.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
The Jeffrey’s Bay SPCA was recently a recipient of 40
beanies which they will sell for much needed funds.

The pastor of a small church in Grahamstown, Pastor
Gino Nel, meets with people in need in his community
on a daily basis. We have given him a substantial pile of
18 blankets as well as 40 beanies which he will distribute
as he sees fit.

Saturday morning town trips remain a highlight for many
girls, and month end ordering of take away food is
something the girls don’t allow me to forget! The duty
teacher assists the girls with their order as well as
ensures that they have enough money. These life skills
empower the girls and grow their independence.
On Saturday night the Grade 4, 5 and 6 girls had a sleep
over in the common room after their movie. Much fun
was had.

ANGIE GOODEN

THE GRANGE DUTIES

TUESDAY 1 OCTOBER

Ms Nosi Lukhele 079 297 3095

WEDNESDAY 2 OCTOBER

Thank you once again to the committed crafters who are
joining squares - Keep up the good work!

Ms Shana Ellappa 083 938 0941

ANGIE GOODEN

Ms Thabile Themba 074 475 9691

THURSDAY 3 OCTOBER
FRIDAY 4 OCTOBER

Ms Thabile Themba 074 475 9691

WEEKEND

Ms Carol Claasen 074 568 7346

MONDAY 7 OCTOBER

Ms Thabile Themba 074 475 9691

SUNFLOWER FUND
THANK YOU

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS COMMUNITY FOR
RAISING R941,50 TO SUPPORT THE SUNFLOWER
FUND THIS YEAR

