Junior School
NEWSLETTER
10 SEPTEMBER 2019

WEEK AHEAD

WEDNESDAY 11 SEPTEMBER
14:00 Clubs Begin

SATURDAY 7 SEPTEMBER
09:00 - 10:30 Gr 7 Production
Rehearsal

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL

The Start of Term Three unfolded with a mixture of
emotions. There was the usual excitement of being back
at school, seeing friends and exploring new topics but
we were also grappling with the devastating news of the
passing of Uyinene Mrwetyana (2018 Kingswood
matriculant). Not surprisingly, our girls have questions
and need platforms to express their grief and concerns
and I am extremely grateful to my staff for leading
comforting and age appropriate discussions with them
around this tragic incident. Some Grade 6 and 7 girls
chose to participate in the silent march, alongside fellow
Makhana pupils, to make a stand against gender-based
violence in our country.
The future belongs to the curious.
The ones who are not afraid to try it.
Explore it, poke at it, question it and turn it inside out.
Operation ‘Activate Curiosity’ has launched at DSG
Junior. Staff development sessions and school assemblies
have been dedicated to highlighting the value of
curiosity and how to embrace it as a useful habit of
learning. Serving as the best catalyst for learning,
curiosity helps to mould and inspire innovators and
problem-solvers, and so we feel strongly that a lot of
time and effort should be invested to create open and
safe spaces in which
curiosity is nurtured
and girls can share their
interests and passions
with enthusiasm and
ease. Asking questions
is a complicated skill,
and we as educators and
parents, should grasp any
opportunity possible to
guide our girls on how to
generate, evaluate and
select great questions in
a pursuit to gain a deeper
understanding of a topic.

In closing, I would like to welcome Jessie Wheeler
(Kenya) and Azaria Mabutho (Nigeria) to the DSG
family and wish them a happy and rewarding school
career with us. Furthermore, we welcome Mr Craig
Mason, as a stand-in Junior School Sports Coordinator, as
we await the arrival of the new coordinator in October.
We thank Mr Mason for being readily available to assist
us until then. Wishing our whole school community a
positive and enriching term together.
BEST WISHES
BARBARA HIBBERT
JUNIOR SCHOOL HEAD

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE

Psalm 34:8
O taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the person
that takes refuge in him.
Chocolates are not only delicious but can teach us a thing or
two about God. Smarties, for example, come in many
different colours which reminds us that God has created each
of us with different gifts and qualities and we are very
precious to him. A Kit Kat or Lunch Bar, call for us to take a
break when life seems busy. Use these breaks to relax,
connect with loved ones and pray to God for guidance. Top
Deck chocolate reminds us of how God washes away our sins
and presents us with a new start.
Heading into Term Three, may we be reminded of God’s love
for us. Amen
REV RACHEL
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GR 5 - 7 CPR TRAINING

GR 6S MEET AN EXPERT

Much excitement ensued as the Grade 6s were informed of their third term History project, entitled Medicinal
Plants. Mr Malcom Southey from Sunnyside Nursery, provided the girls with valuable tips on how to plant and care
for their seeds. We look forward to their group presentations on Monday the 30th of September.

SPORT
SPORT DATES
THURSDAY 12 SEPTEMBER

09:00 - 13:00 IS athletics (KC)
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SUNDAY 15 SEPTEMBER

Rhino Run (Kenton)

DEAR PARENTS

With the school holidays behind us we have time to look
back and reflect on some of the achievements of our
DSG girls.
Biathlon
Jessica Smailes participated in an EP Biathlon event
where she competed in the U15 age division. She
performed exceptionally well, especially in the running
section and finished in 6th place overall.
Swimming
Jenna Foster and Michaela Blaine, swam in the Madibaz
Gala in Port Elizabeth. This was Michaela’s first club gala
and she performed very well. Jenna won a bronze medal
as a member of the girls U13/14 200m freestyle relay
team.

WEDNESDAY 18 SEPTEMBER

14:00 Athletics Triangular (Greame College)

Independent Schools Trail Run
The ISTR was hosted by St Andrew’s Prep at the
Belmont Golf Course on Monday afternoon. The course
was extremely tough, with the 33˚ heat adding to the
challenge.
In the U11 division, Lucy Holderness finished in 2nd
place with Emma Hibbert coming in 3rd.
DSG accounted for a clean sweep in the U13 division.
Kayleigh Clayton finished in 1st place, with Abigail Holderness and Jessica Smailes completing the run in 2nd
and 3rd place respectively.

MR CRAIG MASON
JUNIOR SPORTS COORDINATOR

Trail Run
Jessica Muirhead and Megan Wienekus both took part in
the Oldenburgia trail run.
Horseriding
The Eastern Cape Youth Championships for show
jumping were held in East London. DSG as a whole had
good representation with Lily Bowker, on her horse
Scarlet, representing the Junior School. Lily placed
second in a number of events and went on to win the
Junior Welcome Equitation. She also earned her a spot
as the Junior 80 cm Championship - EC Reserve
Champion. Abigail Burton on Hildago placed first twice
in jumping classes and 3rd in equitaion. Rebecca and her
horse, Rocky, have been selected to represent EC schools
at the Schools League Nationals, in all eight of her
classes (Jumping, Dressage, Equitation, Working riding,
Working Hunter and Stadium Eventing).

Jenna Foster

Jessica Smailes

SCOREBOARD

Squash
The U13A Squash team took part in the inaugural
Graeme College Squash Festival. Although facing some
really tough opposition, our girls did us proud by representing DSG with honour and integrity. Their growth as
players was evident, even over such a short period of
time.

GRAEME COLLEGE SQUASH TOURNAMENT

Congratulations to Abigail Holderness, Kayleigh Clayton,
Ashleigh Price, Jessica Phillips, Lauren Menagé,
Jodi Hobson and Ashleigh Paul on a great tournament.

DSG

Grey PE U13A

Lost 18 - 0

DSG

Selborne U13A

Lost 18 - 0

DSG

Gonubie U13A

Lost 17 - 3

DSG

SAP U13A

Lost 12 - 7

DSG

Kingswood U13A

Won 12 - 3

DSG

Graeme College U13B

Won 14 - 8
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Lily Bowker and Abigail Burton showing off their rosettas

Jessica Muirhead, Ms Mick and Megan Wienekus at the Oldenburgia Trail Run

For more photos go to MY.DSGSCHOOL.COM /Junior School information/ Photo Galleries JNR / All JNR Galleries
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
8 SEPTEMBER
BELLA MCLEOD

12 SEPTEMBER
TENDO KALULE

THE GRANGE

The excited arrival of the girls into boarding at the
beginning of the term was noisy and happy. They
returned with energy and enthusiasm and we look
forward to all of the activities planned. We decided that
it was wise to forgo town leave this past weekend, and
instead, they kept busy swimming, playing tennis,
watching squash and waterpolo, playing games and
enjoying a spring picnic where they were required to
wear a hat. The girls went to great lengths to decorate
their hats and won prizes for the most innovative
creations. We played games, had a quiz and ate cake and
ice-cream. It was a good way to begin the spring term.
We expect that trips to town will resume next week
with heightened awareness by the girls for their own
safety, remaining in groups of 3 or 4, a reminder of the
best route to walk and a greater security presence at key
points along the way.
In closing we congratulate Rebecca Phillips on her appointment as a Gr 7 Grange monitor and welcome Jessie
and Azaria to our family of boarders.

ANGIE GOODEN

THE GRANGE DUTIES

TUESDAY 10 SEPTEMBER

Ms Thabile Themba 074 475 9691

WEDNESDAY 11 SEPTEMBER

Ms Carol Claasen 074 568 7346

THURSDAY 12 SEPTEMBER

Ms Shana Ellappa 083 938 0941

FRIDAY 13 SEPTEMBER

Ms Thabile Themba 074 475 9691

WEEKEND

Ms Nosi Lukhele 079 297 3095

MONDAY 16 SEPTEMBER

Ms Nosi Lukhele 079 297 3095
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT GR 5 PUPPETS

The making of blankets
continues, and I thank
those who have taken
squares to crochet
or sew into the wonderful creations that
are trickling in. If you
would like to help with
this initiative please
pop in and collect
some squares.
Ms Mambinja and
I were privileged to
visit with a local senior
citizen last week to
deliver a cheerful and
warm blanket and a
beanie. It turned out
to be her 88th birthday! Our conversation
was rich and uplifting
and the hours spent
making the blanket

paled into insignificance by comparison to the joy on her face
upon receiving the gift.

ANGIE GOODEN
DSG Junior Term 3 2019 Sport Timetable

Monday

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

13:30-14:45

Session 1

Session 2

Session 1

Session 2

Session 1

Session 2

Session 1

Session 2

U10

High Jump

Cricket Ball

Sprints &
Relays

Long Jump

High Jump

Cricket Ball

Sprints &
Relays

Long Jump

U11

Long Jump

High Jump

Cricket Ball

Sprints &
Relays

Long Jump

High Jump

Cricket Ball

Sprints &
Relays

Cricket Ball
Shot put

Sprints &
Relays

Long Jump

High Jump

Cricket Ball

Sprints &
Relays

Long Jump

High Jump

U12
Athletics A
team
U12
Athletics B
team
U13
Athletics A
team
U13
Athletics B
team
Extension
Sport
Water Polo,
Tennis,
Squash, Trail
running

Athletics
Sprints &
Relays

Long Jump

Soccer
High Jump

Cricket Ball

Athletics

Soccer

16:15 Water polo (all players)
16:15 Tennis (team)

16:15 Tennis (team)

Athletics
Sprints &
Relays

Long Jump

Athletics

16:15-17:00 Wednesday: Water polo matches (U13A & B)

Soccer
High Jump
Soccer

Cricket Ball
Shot put

