Junior School
NEWSLETTER
4 JUNE 2019

WEEK AHEAD
TUESDAY 4 JUNE

17:30 Gr7 Social with KC (LSH)

WEDNESDAY 5 JUNE THURSDAY 6 JUNE

14:00 Music Concert

08:30 Watch Prep Music Show

FRIDAY 7 JUNE

Gr 6 & 7 Assessment Schedules out

HABIT OF MIND

THINKING INTERDEPENDENTLY

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF OUR SCHOOL,

“Independent thinking alone is not suited to
interdependent reality.” - Stephen R Covey
I’ve had the pleasure of visiting a number of classrooms
over the past two weeks to observe lessons and gauge
the level of teaching and learning which unfolds in these
spaces. The experience has been invigorating and reassuring. The high expectations set by our dedicated teachers,
inspire and challenge the girls and it is evident that the
girls are engrossed in their learning and equipped with
the necessary confidence to contribute willingly to discussions. With the focus remaining on 21st Century teaching
strategies, there are opportunities for creative collaborative thinking tasks and for the subtle use of technology to
enhance learning. I am thankful to every teacher for sharing their craft with me and for encouraging resilience and
positive interdependence amongst the girls.
It is with sadness that I inform you of Ms Patti Tooley’s
(Junior School Sports Administrator) resignation. She will
be leaving DSG at the end of
Term 2 to take up a new role
as an IT teacher at Wynberg
Junior Boys’ School, in Cape
Town. Ms Tooley has served
at DSG since 2015 and during
this time she has shared with
us her love of sport, her wonderful sense of humour and
an ability to foster heartfelt
camaraderie within our staff.
We look forward to celebrating Ms Tooley’s DSG career at
the end of this term when we shall bid her farewell.
In closing, it is always wonderful to see girls serve their

school with enthusiasm and passion. On Saturday, Elsjé
Griesel, Sesha Geneste, Miké Holder and Abigail Holderness were ball patrol members during the first team hockey encounter between DSG and Pearson. The time and
effort taken to fulfil this role was much appreciated by the
senior players.
The long bus drive to Queenstown for our A and B team
sportswomen this weekend will definitely require a fair
amount of grit and positivity. I have no doubt, that the experience will be rewarding and memorable for both players and supporters alike.
WARM REGARDS,
MS BARBARA HIBBERT

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE

EZEKIEL 37: 7-9
There are times when we are faced with a challenging situation that seems impossible to overcome. Ezekiel thought
that Israel’s physical and spiritual problems during their captivity were insurmountable. In a vision, God showed Ezekiel
how dry bones could come back to life and reassured him to
do the same for the Israelites.
Have you ever looked at a situation and thought that it was
impossible, that there was no way the problem can go away?
Today, may you be encouraged that with God all things are
possible. Just take the problem to him and God will fix it in
the way he sees best for you. Amen.
REV RACHEL

SPORT
SPORT DATES
SATURDAY 8 JUNE

09:30 Hockey and Netball vs Balmoral
(A)
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MONDAY 10 JUNE

16:00 K-Day squash fixture. Top 6 (KC)

DEAR PARENTS

SPORT SCOREBOARD

We trust you had a restful sport free weekend. Despite
the fact that our U10B and U11B teams were playing Port
Alfred’s A sides, the girls dug deep and played with determination. Congratulations to both U13 netball teams for
winning their games on Friday against Port Alfred. Results
can be found on the scoreboard.

Hockey

U11B

Port Alfred

Lost : 2-4

This upcoming weekend our A & B netball & Hockey teams
travel to Queenstown to take on Balmoral in netball and
hockey. Details of the trip will be posted on the myDSG
portal and SOCS website by midday on Wednesday. Those
teams not taking part against Balmoral will be playing internal games at DSG on Saturday morning.

U10B

Port Alfred

Lost : 0-4

U10C

Port Alfred

Won : 6-0

The annual Aquabear Swimming Prize giving was held on
Saturday evening and the following swimmers received
accolades:

U13A

Port Alfred

Won : 21 - 3

U13B

Port Alfred

Won : 11 - 4

Girls 11 and 12:
3rd Kimberly Kabiri

U12A

Port Alfred

Lost : 5 - 8

U12B

Port Alfred

Lost : 5 - 9

U11A

Port Alfred

Draw : 4 - 4

U11B

Port Alfred

Draw : 5 - 5

U10A

Port Alfred

Lost : 6 - 7

U10B

Port Alfred

Lost : 4 - 6

Most Improved Girl Beginner Trophy:
Lucy Holderness
Best Junior Trier Trophy:
Megan Wienekus

MRS PATTI TOOLEY
JNR SPORTS DIRECTOR

Team

Opponent

Result

Netball
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For more photos go to MY.DSGSCHOOL.COM /Junior School information/ Photo Galleries JNR / All JNR Galleries / JNR Sport
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
4 JUNE
GEMMA GROBLER

6 JUNE
ZAZI NTSHINGA

8 JUNE
DEMI MCINNES

MUSIC

YOUTH MUSIC FESTIVAL REPORT
“Music is the art which is most nigh to tears and
memory.”
– Oscar Wilde
This quote resounds the amazing festival experienced at
the 10th annual SAC/DSG Youth Music Festival last week.
The festival is a platform for young learners from the
Makhanda district to display their passion and appreciation for music. The girls were excellent ambassadors at
this year’s music festival participating in the various categories offered. The young individuals who took the stage
as solo instrumentalists displayed true courage playing
in front of a diverse audience. The choir did us proud on
their excellent and enjoyable performance. The string,
marimba and xylophone ensembles blew us away with
their exceptional musicianship and comradery, each in
their own right. We trust that the festival has allowed our
young girls to grow and appreciate the art form, as well
as displaying appreciation for young musicians from other
schools.

Megan Wienekus, Jaime Burchell and Donna Miranda

TRINITY MUSIC EXAMS
“There are no secrets to success. It is the result
of preparation, hard work learning from failure”
– Gen. C Powell
Last week three of our music girls achieved great success
in the first sitting of the Trinity Music Examinations. Megan Wienekus (Grade 3), Jaime Burchell (Grade 1) and Donna Miranda (Grade 3) received a Merit (75-86%) for their
piano playing in their respective levels. We congratulate
them on this commendable outcome. Well done girls!

MR V MATRASS

THE GRANGE DUTIES
TUESDAY 4 JUNE

Ms Nosi Lukhele 079 297 3095

WEDNESDAY 5 JUNE

Ms Carol Claasen 074 568 7346

THURSDAY 6 JUNE

Ms Shana Ellappa 083 938 0941

FRIDAY 7 JUNE

Ms Shana Ellappa 083 938 0941

THE WEEKEND

Ms Nosi Lukhele 079 297 3095
Thank you Oatlands Prep for your contribution towards creating Eco Bricks

MONDAY 10 JUNE

Ms Nosi Lukhele 079 297 3095
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GR 7 SELF PORTRAITS

GR 4 MATHS INVESTIGATION GR 6 HISTORY PROJECT

SPCA VISIT
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Our first batch of Eco bricks was collected by Mrs Merran Roy. The bricks will be used at a NPO in the Ngqushwa area to build an outdoor amphitheatre

GRADE 5 SCULPTING WITH PAPER MÂCHÉ

GRADE 6 AFRIKAANS

For more photos go to MY.DSGSCHOOL.COM /Junior School information/ Photo Galleries JNR / All JNR Galleries
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CREATIVE WRITING
Long ago there lived a mantis, but not just any mantis,
a mantis who the San people believed to be their God,
a mantis by the name of Kaggen. Kaggen wanted all the
animals of the desert to worship him and think how brave
and noble he was, but to do so he had to do something
incredible, something no one else had ever done, something that would make every animal say, “Here comes
Kaggen the bravest most noble animal on earth,” whenever he was near.
He got it, he had to catch the moon and sit on it, it would
be his throne and he would sit on it like a king watching
over his land.
So one evening Kaggen waited and soon the sun dipped
down below the horizon and the moon started to rise on
the far side of the desert. Now was Kaggen’s chance! He
took off across the desert hopping over roots and dodging trees and plants, soon he reached a Camelthorn tree
which had caught the moon in its branches. He found a
baobab tree close by and climbed up onto its top most
branches. He stretched out his arms trying to grab the
moon but while doing so, over balanced and toppled to
the ground landing in a heap on the floor. When Kaggen
had finally got to his feet he found that the moon had
vanished and the sun had risen. The mantis decided that
if he wanted to catch the moon he would have to make a
trap.
So the very next day
Kaggen set to work
tying long pieces
of thick reed together to make a
long piece of reed
with a loop on
the end. It was
the best noose he
had ever made.
Kaggen
climbed
the tallest hill he
could find and waited
as the sun set and, yet
again the moon rose highe r ,
higher and even higher and
soon it was level with the hill. Kaggen pounced, throwing the noose high into the air, but instead of trpping the
moon the noose knotted on itself and crumbled to the
floor. Kaggen was furious that the moon had escaped.

Days went by but Kaggen couldn’t think how he would catch
the moon. One day it came to him, he had to make a stake
and put it on the highest mountain to spear the moon.
So Kaggen set to work and found
a
jagged rock which he tied to
the end of a long pole. He
then climbed the highest
mountain and waited as
the moon rose high into
the sky. “Stupid Moon,”
said Kaggen “I’ve got
you now.” But as Kaggen
watched, the moon just
passed and yet again he
had failed to catch the
moon. The next day Kaggen
set to work making another
trap but this time he made a djani. He found a long piece of thick reed
and tied a feather to one end of the reed and attached a
rock to the other end.
He waited until nightfall, when the moon rose, he flung
the djani at it with all his might and it sailed towards the
moon and then fluttered to the ground. The mantis was
outraged that the moon had outwitted him for the fifth
time.
One dark night, when there was not a cloud to be seen in
the darkened sky, Kaggen followed the moon across the
sky and soon reached a waterhole with the moon’s reflection shining bright on the water’s surface. The mantis
waded into the water spluttering and gasping for air. Once
he had caught his breath he turned around and hurled a
boulder into the water, it shattered and splintered shards
of stone into his eyes causing the mantis to become
blind. He stumbled along bumping into trees along the
way. Soon Kaggen received so many bruises that when
you looked at him from far away he looked like a purple
monster. At night he could not sleep because light filled
his eyes and there was never darkness, so all day and all
night Kaggen prayed to the moon asking for his sight back.
Then one day he found he could see! He could see! That
is why all mantises put their hands together praying and
thanking the moon, and so now they are called praying
mantises.

BY ZOE PAINER GRADE 4

