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FROM THE HEAD
Habit of Mind Remaining open to continuous learning
Dear Parents and Friends of the school
The debate continues as to whether technology in the classroom
enhances learning or presents as a distraction. Used effectively,
technology can serve as a wonderful learning tool and transform a
classroom into an interactive and engaging space. These days young
learners can instantly access a rich stream of information, connect with
the wider world from a relatively small detached setting and prepare
for an ever changing future which is becoming more technologically
advanced by the minute.
There is no denying that technology provides our girls with greater
global connection and assists them with self-directed learning, including
independent research skills. It also allows teachers and learners to
communicate on virtual classroom platforms; sharing resources and
submitting or marking work with ease. Interactive resources create
interesting lessons and through technology our girls are becoming
skilled creators, researches, communicators and coders.
However, having iPads readily at hand during the course of the school
day has the potential to derail lessons. Information overload and the
consumption of large amounts of data is a concern for educators and
parents. Learners can amass more information than they know what
to do with and struggle to match it to the purpose of the task at hand.
There are also moments when technology deprives learners of
meaningful and personal interactions with one another. Much scientific
evidence across the world suggests that young children, in particular,
are negatively affected by screen stimulation. Mood swings, addiction,
aggression and idleness are some of the main consequences of
device overuse. Coupled with this, research also suggests that too
much screen time reduces the ability to remain engaged in learning
and to problem solve, all of which, is adversely affecting the learners’
social skills and academic achievement.
Finding a healthy balance between traditional and modern methods of
learning is quite the challenge for schools these days. As a mother wouldn’t
stock her cupboards with junk food and allow her children full access at all
times, so we need to consider the parameters we set on technology use.
Will technology enhance their learning for a particular task? Can they stay
on task or is the enticement of social media too much? Are they managing
their screentime well to maintain a healthy lifestyle?

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE
Most female animals keep their new born babies close by to feed
and care for them. During this time, they would fiercely protect
their young from predators. Take for example the hippopotamus,
it spends almost a year with her calf, a joey kangaroo may
remain in a mother’s pouch for as long as nine months, while
eaglets don’t leave the nest until they are about three months
old. All the time, these mothers are busy nurturing and protecting
their babies.
This is a good example of the love that Jesus has for his children.
The Bible tells us that one day, Jesus stood looking over the city
of Jerusalem and cried: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem. How often I
have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers
her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing.” (Luke 13:
34 NIV) This is a beautiful image to have of Jesus.
Even today, Jesus, like a mother hen, wants to gather his
children under the shelter of his wings, where we would be safe.
Would you like to take your place under Jesus’ wings? There’s
space for you!
Rev Rachel
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Chartering these new waters is frustrating for staff at times, hence the
conversations we’ve had recently about using devices in a sensible,
mature manner. Class teachers have taken the decision to keep iPads
locked away in class until such time as they are needed to learn with.
Using them for creation rather than consumption remains a priority too.
We will continue to find healthy, useful ways for technology to enhance
learning and teaching in our school, all while developing the girls’ time
management and digital citizenship skills. Your daughters’ social,
academic and emotional well-being remain our foremost concern and
we hope that you will support us on our journey to fine tune our device
usage policy.
In closing, please be aware that your daughter’s term 1 report will be
made available via the My DSG Parent Portal platform. Information
regarding how to access this platform has been emailed to all parents
and an information page included in this newsletter.
Best wishes
Barbara Hibbert
JUNIOR SCHOOL HEAD
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FROM THE SPORTSDESK
Dear Parents
Our squash league team played SAP 2. The boys were all
very new to the game and I’m sure they learnt much from
our girls. DSG won the match 15–0.
Our Albany tennis players were exposed to a high level
of tennis when they played against Midlands last week.
Across the three schools, the U14 boys and the U16
girls managed to win. The overall score was 71–145 to
Midlands.
Our U13A girls were unbeaten in the Kingswood U13
co-ed hockey festival last week. Thank you to the U13A
coach, Chloe Bennett for this report. The girls played five
games in total, starting off the festival on a high winning
both their games against Glenwood House and St
Georges on Thursday. They won 2-0 against Glenwood
house with wonderful deflection goals scored by Rebecca
Phillips and Tina Minas and won 1-0 against St Georges
where Tina Minas scored another deflection goal from the
left-hand side for the team. The next day the girls played
against Hermitage house winning 1-0, the second game
they won 2-0 against Stirling and the final game of the
festival against Victoria Primary (VP) winning 1-0 of which
all four goals were scored by Kayleigh Clayton. Overall
the team played extremely well, it was a successful start
to their hockey season and the girls thoroughly enjoyed
every moment of the festival. Thank you very much to all
the supporters who came to support the team. Thanks to
KC for the opportunity to have been part of this wonderful
festival and your 125 Jubilee celebration.

Sport Dates for the Diary...
Friday 22 March
14:00 Hockey and netball vs Kingswood (DSG)

Saturday 23 March

08:00 Hockey and netball vs Kingswood (DSG)

Monday 25 March

17:30 Squash League vs DSG 3 at DSG

Friday 29 March

13:45 Hockey DSG U13C vs SAP U13D, DSG U13D vs
SAP U13E at DSG grass fields

Saturday 30 March

08:00 All Girls Festival hockey and netball team training
09:00 Internal hockey and netball matches at DSG

Thursday 4 April

10:00 Depart for All Girls Festival – Eunice, Bloemfontein.

U13A hockey team at KC festival

This weekend most of our teams play against Kingswood.
Teams and match times will be on the DSG webpage by
midday on Wednesday.
h t t p : / / s p o r t . d s g s c h o o l . c o m / F i x t u r e s _ Te a m s .
asp?Id=28441
Results of the top three positions of the Inter districts
swimming gala can be found on the scoreboard below.
Two DSG Junior girls swam under the DSG banner
in the Regional level 1 gala held in Port Elizabeth this
past weekend. Emily and Phillipa Huxtable did extremely
well. Emily swimming in the girls 12 and under, had
the following results: 1st place 100m breaststroke, 3rd
place in 50m breaststroke and 100m freestyle. Phillipa
swimming above her age group in the girls 10 and under
swam some fantastic time improvements in all her strokes
which bode well for next year’s gala. (Sheena Price)

Albany Tennis Team

Kind regards
Patti Tooley
Pink Walk for Cancer

The Huxtable sisters excelled
at the Regional Level 1 Gala
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Sport

Date

DSG JUNIOR SPORT SCOREBOARD
Team / Athlete
Vs
Anna Pinto
Lucy Holderness
Michaela Blaine
Carys Johnstone

Swimming

11 March

Ceridwen Irwin
Gabby Hutchinson
Abigail Holderness

Squash

Olivia Carmichael
Kayleigh Clayton
Anna Pinto
Jenna Foster
11 March U13A (open)
14 March U13A

Hockey

Squash

15 March U13A
18 March U13A (open)

IM
Breaststroke
Butterfly
Freestyle
Backstroke
Freestyle
Freestyle
Butterfly
Breaststroke
Backstroke
Freestyle
Butterfly
Backstroke
Breaststroke
Breaststroke
Butterfly
Graeme junior
Glenwood
St Georges
Hermitage House
Stirling
VP
SAP 2

Format

Inter Districts (EL)

Makana winter league
Kingswood Co-ed
Hockey Festival
Makana winter league

Result
Gold
Gold
Silver
Bronze
Gold
Gold
Gold
Gold
Silver
Silver
Silver
Silver
Bronze
Gold
Silver
Silver
Won 14-4
Won 2-0
Won 1-0
Won 1-0
Won 2-0
Won 1-0
Won 15-0

KC Hockey Festival

Netball Trials

Netball clinic

Albany vs Midlands Tennis
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DSG Junior Winter Sport Fixtures 2019
Term 2
11 May – Hockey & Netball Derby vs Clarendon Park (A)
18 May – Hockey & Netball Derby vs Erica and VP (A – Erica)
24 May – Tennis and Squash Derby vs Clarendon (A)
25 May – Hockey & Tennis Derby vs Clarendon (A)
1 June – Netball vs Port Alfred (A)
8 June – Hockey & Netball Derby vs Balmoral (A)
14 June – Netball vs Kingswood – K Day (A)
15 June – Hockey vs Kingswood – K Day (A)
15 – 19 June U11 – U13 Squash IPT (George)
HALF TERM
1-5 July – U13 Hockey IPT (PMB)
13 July – Hockey & Netball Derby vs Woodridge (A)
26 July – Tennis and Squash Derby vs Collegiate (H)
27 July – Hockey & Netball Derby vs Collegiate (H)
3 August – DSG Junior Hockey Festival (H)
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Week at a Glance
WEDNESDAY 20 March

14:00 - 15:00 Music Concert
15:15 - 16:15 Interhouse Dance Rehearsal
18:00 - 19:30 Gr 7 Social (Kingswood College)

THURSDAY 21 March

The Grange Duties 046-6034337
TUESDAY 19 MARCH

MS NOSI LUKHELE 079 297 3095

WEDNESDAY 20 MARCH
MS CAROL CLAASEN 074 568 7346

THURSDAY 21 MARCH

8:00 Gr 4 Blaaukrantz outing

MS SHANA ELLAPPA 083 938 0941

TUESDAY 26 March

My Social Life Workshop Gr 4 & 5 (during school)

WEDNESDAY 27 MARCH

My Social Life Workshop Gr 6 & 7 (during school)
14:00 Interhouse Dance Competition (LSH)

FRIDAY 22 MARCH
MS CAROL CLAASEN 074 568 7346

SATURDAY 23 MARCH
MS SHANA ELLAPPA 083 938 0941

SUNDAY 24 MARCH

Interhouse Dance Rehearsals

MS SHANA ELLAPPA 083 938 0941

MONDAY 25 MARCH
MS THABILE THEMBA 074 475 9691

TUESDAY 26 MARCH
MS NOSI LUKHELE 079 297 3095

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Elam Petse 19 March
Megan Wienekus 20 March
Ungumangaliso Mdlankomo 23 March
Amber

Jade

Ruby
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The grade 7 girls spent
their lesson in the
SAC science lab this
week, learning about
the distillation process.
They collected their own
lavender flowers and
leaves to distil some
lavender essence for
their D&T project. They
will be making some
lavender scented cream
with a packaging box,
label and logo design for
their pots of cream.
Ms Joha Dreyer

Gr 7 Design Technology

Gr 5 visit to Rhodes African Music Dep

Ms Lukhele took the Gr. 5 girls to the International Laboratory of African Music at Rhodes University. This week the girls are
busy with the San (Bushmen) and thus the visit exposed them to African musical instruments and how they sound. Mr E
Madiba kindly demostrated these musical instruments to the girls and gave them a little bit of history regarding their origin.
Ms Judy Paul and Ms Nosi Lukhele
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My DSG Parent Portal
The new myDSG parent portal is up and running at https://my.dsgschool.com . Parents will
have received an email with an onboarding guide. If you missed that email, you could start
by simply requesting a password at https://my.dsgschool.com/request-password using your
registered email address with the school.
In each newsletter we will be highlighting areas of the portal, to enable you to make full use
of it. This week we focus on getting an app icon onto your smartphone or tablet. myDSG is
accessible from your smartphone or tablet, and the guide below describes how to add an
icon shortcut on your Home Screen, for both Android or Apple smartphone or tablet users.
https://support.myschoolportal.co.uk/hc/en-us/articles/360011493113-How-to-add-theMy-School-Portal-Webapp-to-your-mobile-device
Once logged in, you will find regular updates under the School Information menu. This is
where you can find the notices, copies of the weekly newsletter, and photo galleries.

Please note that DSG no longer uses the D6 communicator or SIMS Parent. Guidance for
uninstalling D6 can be found at https://d6.co.za/education/services/support/d6communicator-support/ and SIMS Parent can be removed from your device simply with a
tap-and-hold on the app icon and then deleting and uninstalling.

