Junior School Newsletter

5 February 2019

From the Head
Habit of Mind Thinking and Commuincating with Clarity and Precision
Dear Parents and Friends of our school,
We have been blessed with wonderful rain over the past couple
of days and prayers continue for more. The girls have been
outstanding in their efforts to conserve water and a recent report
indicates that the daily usage per person on campus has decreased
from 80L to 65L. That said, we are still striving to hit a target of 50L.
The Junior School Parents’ Committee held their annual AGM and
picnic last week and it was lovely to welcome new families to the
event. I would like to thank Sue Sievwright and her 2018 committee
for their efforts to ensure that events ran smoothly, our girls had
lots of fun and local charities benefited along the way too. To the
2019 committee members, I would like to thank you in advance
for your willingness to stand and support the school in finding fun,
creative ways for our school community to connect and contribute.
The new committee includes: Sue Sievwright (chairperson), Grade
4 rep: Jane Holderness, Grade 5 reps: Helen Murray and Elizabeth
Bowker, Grade 6 reps: Celeste Were and Andrew Todd and Grade
7 reps: Alexis Bowker and Lee Repinz.
Girls at DSG Junior are encouraged to have a voice that is both
effective and considered. Twelve girls have recently been voted on
to the pupil voice council to represent their classes. At fortnightly
meetings, they learn to make informed choices and express their
opinions in a measured manner. This platform sees them developing
into confident communicators, listeners and leaders. Meeting
agendas always explore whole school focuses which then lead
to meaningful conversations back in the classroom. Furthermore,
suggestion boxes in each class allow for all the girls to put their
creative and productive ideas onto the table for discussion.
Thinking and Communicating with Clarity and Precision is the next
Habit of Mind we look forward to mastering. As a school, we looked
at the importance of starting this process with clear and precise
thinking. Being mindful of using precise language, correct names
and defining terms, while avoiding generalisations and distortions
of the truth, are all traits of successful communicators. During an
assembly on the topic, it was delightful to hear from a grade 4 girl:
‘We should be choosing more interesting and complex words for
the listener to enjoy.’ Say no more.

2 Chronicles 7:12- 14

Chaplain’s Message

The Lord appeared to King Solomon at night and said:
“I have heard your prayers and have chosen this place for
myself as a temple for sacrifices. When I shut up the heavens so that there’s no rain, or command locusts to devour
the land or send a plague among my people, if my people
who are called by my name, will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways,
then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will
heal their land.”
Our lives are filled with moments of waiting. I don’t particularly like waiting but I don’t know of any way to avoid it.
While we are waiting for something, life tends to go on, so
we should use the time wisely…read a book, make a phone
call, or speak to someone.
Grahamstown and surrounding areas are experiencing a
drought. While we wait for rain to come, we can pray. That’s
what God said to King Solomon in 2 Chronicles 7:12- 14. As
Christians, we are also waiting for Jesus’ return. And while
we wait for him, we should worship and praise him, love
and serve him, and share his love with others. When we do
these things, we shall be ready for his return.
Amen and God Bless Rev Rachel

Term 1 Pupil Voice Reps

Thinking and communicating
with Clarity and Precision

Much excitement is brewing for the much anticipated outdoor
education excursions, but in the meantime I would like to wish our
13A water polo touring team all the very best as they participate in
the Oakhill Water Polo Chukka event in Knysna. This will be a techfree tour and so I encourage each player to focus on and enjoy the
sport, the company of their teammates and the scenic setting.
Kind regards
Barbara Hibbert
JUNIOR SCHOOL HEADMISTRESS

Be Clear!
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FROM THE SPORTSDESK

Dear Parents

While we are experiencing such an extreme water shortage,
the pros far outweigh the cons when sport is cancelled due to
rain. However, we shall certainly make every effort to find alternatives dates to play fixtures, such as recent tennis matches schedules against Hermitage House and Kingswood.
Albany Tennis will be hosting the Buco Doubles event next
weekend (17 February) as well as a team tennis tournament
for U10 and U12 players (8, 9, 10 March.) Please contact me
directly if you would like further information regarding either of
these events.

Gr 7's enjoying a Squash session

Should any swimmers wish to take part in the B league gala
on the 16 February, kindly let Mrs Price (s.price@dsgschool.
com) know before 6 February.
The U10, U11, U12 and U13 DSG relay teams participated
in the much anticipated Graeme Relay Gala. Much pre-gala
banter took place before the event, particularly between Prep
and the DSG girls, as this is the only gala where they swim
together. Points are tallied up separately for boys and girls
and I am pleased to report that the DSG girls far outswam all
the competitors in every race except one, where we narrowly
lost to the Prep boys in the U13 freestyle relay. DSG girls and
Prep boys will have an unofficial ‘re-swim’ before the end of
the season to even the stakes.

Swimming training for U10s and U11s

Eight girls participated in the Holy Cross Fun Run on Saturday
morning. The girls enjoyed the scenic route and it was encouraging to see them support a number of young Holy Cross
pupils along the way.
We wish the U13A water polo girls a fantastic tour to Knysna
this weekend. They will be taking part in the internal league
on Wednesday evening to warm up the Oakhill Chukka Festival, where they will be playing against Fish Hoek, Sun Valley, Reddam, Oakhill, Llandudno, Glenwood, St George’s and
Hudson.
I invite and encourage as many girls as possible to take part in
this year’s Bushman’s River Mile. The bus will be leaving from
the drop off zone on Sunday morning at 9:00. If your daughter
would like to travel on the bus, please ask her to sign up.

Sport Dates for the Diary...

Wednesday 6 February

16:30 Water polo league U13A vs U14A (DSG)
16:45 Water polo U13B vs KC U13B (KC) bus will depart at
16:20

Thursday 7-10 February

Kind regards
Patti Tooley

12:00 U13A Water Polo team depart for Water polo Chukka
Festival in Knysna

Friday 8 February

18:00 Swimming A league gala (PE)

Saturday 9 February

09:00 Albany tennis challenges (by invitation)

Sunday 10 February
11:00 Bushman’s River Mile

Tuesday 12 February
Holy Cross 5km runners

14:00 Kingswood short course gala (KC)
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THe GRange Duties 046 - 603 4337

Week at a glance
WEDNESDAY 6 FEBRUARY

TUESDAY 5 FEBRUARY

8:00 Eye Screening

MS NOSI LUKHELE 079 854 8799

THURSDAY 7 FEBRUARY

MS CAROL CLAASEN 074 568 7346

MONDAY 11 FEBRUARY

MS SHANA ELLAPPA 083 938 0941

8:00 Eye Screening

WEDNESDAY 6 FEBRUARY
THURSDAY 7 FEBRUARY

8:00 Gr. 5 First Aid Training
10:30 Gr. 7 First Aid Training

FRIDAY 8 FEBRUARY

MS CAROL CLAASEN 074 568 7346

TUESDAY 12 FEBRUARY

SATURDAY 9 FEBRUARY

8:00 Gr. 7 Outdoor Ed departs
8:00 Gr. 6 First Aid training

MS NOSI LUKHELE 079 854 8799

WEDNESDAY 13 FEBRUARY

Gr. 4 and Gr. 6 Outdoor Ed departs
Note: No Clubs (day girls may go home at lunchtime)

SUNDAY 10 FEBRUARY

MS NOSI LUKHELE 079 854 8799

MONDAY 11 FEBRUARY

MS THEMBILE THEMBA 066 216 7205

DATE CHANGE

Music Concert previously scheduled for Saturday 16
February Is postponed to 23 February 9:00 at David
Wynne Music School

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Emily Palmer 6 February
Jamie Marx 8 February
Esihle Mangaliso 10 February

Zoe Painter awarded Merit for Inititial Piano
from Trinity Music

Parents’ Committee AGM and picnic event
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Gr. 6 Elevate Workshop developing study skills
Jazz Club

Entrepreneurs Club

Wednesday Clubs

Guitar Club

Sew Cute Club

Chess Club
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Grade 4 Treasure hunt across the DSG campus

Gr. 4 Art

Grade 4 Rappers

SPCA visit
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The DSG 500 Club is an innovative fundraising initiative to raise funds for DSG’s Bursaries and
Scholarships Fund.
As a member, you are generously supporting DSG’s commitment to offering a life-changing
education to many well-deserving young women who, through historical and financial limitations, would not otherwise be able to attend DSG. Membership also provides the opportunity for
members to win cash prizes by way of monthly lucky draws.
Membership is R520 per annum.
For more information and to download an application form, please see https://www.dsgfoundation.
com/index.php?pid=12

