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From the Head
Habit of Mind

Thinking Flexibly

Chaplain’s Message

Jesus as a pupil in the Temple

Dear Parents and Friends of the school,

As we go into the new school year, we can take a few
lessons from young Jesus in the Temple:

Welcome back to school and an especially warm welcome
to our forty-four new girls, a number of whom have travelled
to be with us from Uganda, Malawi, Tanzania, Botswana and
Zambia. Others join us from East London, Johannesburg,
Queenstown, Graaff-Reinet, Port Elizabeth and Port Alfred.

1. Sometimes we become too busy and fail to realise
that we have moved away from God. We need to get our
priorities right and keep close to him.

I am delighted to introduce four new members of staff to our
DSG family. Ms Jane Ritchie joins us from St Peter’s Prep
in Johannesburg as a Grade 7 teacher and Maths/Science
HOD. Her two daughters, Lucy and Emma, have also begun
their DSG journey in Grades 7 and 9 respectively.

3. May we, like Jesus, reflect a level of maturity in what we
do, say and think.

Mr Virgil Matrass joins us from Woodridge College to head
up the Junior School Music department. We have already
caught a glimpse of his passion for music, particularly in
jazz, as well as his fun-loving and dedicated approach to life
and work.

2. Mary and Joseph looked for Jesus in many places but
couldn’t find him. Where do we search for God? The Bible
is a good place to start.

4. And like Jesus, we too should have a longing to learn
both academically and spiritually.
May we journey on through 2019 and aspire to become
more and more like Jesus by reading our Bibles, praying
every day and having fellowship with each other.
God Bless
Rev Rachel

Mr Andrew Keeton, an Old Andrean, begins his teaching
career with us in Grade 6. He studied at Rhodes University
and completed a number of successful teaching pracs in
Grahamstown schools.
Dr Edie Minas, from Queenstown, will be covering for Ms
Theron during the course of her 6-month maternity leave. Dr
Minas also joins our DSG family along with her two daughters,
Tina in Grade 7 and Estelle in Grade 8. With a doctorate in
Philosophy and thirteen years teaching experience, Edie will
no doubt add massive value.
Congratulations to Megan and Guillym Theron on the birth
of their daughter, Sadie Josephine Theron, who arrived at
00:41 on Monday 14th January, weighing 2.4kg. Although
arriving a little earlier than expected, she is healthy and in
the arms of her very proud parents.

Ms Jane Ritchie

Mr Virgil Matrass

Mr Andrew Keeton

Dr Edie Minas

During our first assembly, I encouraged the girls to think
flexibly across a range of themes. From using their voices
confidently to raise concerns and share ideas, to considering
their responsibilities in order to appreciate their rights and
understanding the important role they play in conserving
water and recycling single use plastic. Together, we will
reflect on different ways to do things and be adaptable in our
approach and solution.
On behalf of my staff, we wish you a happy and successful
2019.
Best wishes
Ms Barbara Hibbert
JUNIOR SCHOOL HEAD
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FROM THE SPORTSDESK
Dear Parents
A warm welcome to everyone and all the very best for a healthy
sporting 2019.
During the holiday, Jess Smailes gained much experience when
she took part in the U14 PSI hockey tournament.
Mrs Price is currently in the process of screening the swimming
ability of our new girls.
Thank you to those girls who attended the tennis and squash
round robins on Saturday morning. I was most pleased to see
an impressive display of talent and potential on the courts.
Water polo trials are complete and a team for Oakhill has been
selected. Congratulations to the following girls who have made
the A squad and will be travelling to Knysna for the Oakhill
Chukka Festival later this term.
Kayleigh Clayton, Jenna Foster, Lila Graven-Dugmore, Jodi
Hobson, Abigail Holderness, Emily Huxtable,
Iona Jankowski, Sarah Lake, Anna Pinto, Zoë Repinz, Jessica
Smailes and Marique Stevens.
In terms of communicating with parents, all information about
sport will be given in our weekly newsletter. Sport fixtures can
also be found on the term calendar and the DSG website.
I look forward to meeting new parents during the course of
this year. Should you have any queries or recommendations
regarding sport, please feel free to drop me an email:
p.tooley@dsgschool.com
Kind Regards
Ms Patti Tooley
JUNIOR SPORTS DIRECTOR

Sport Dates for the Diary...
Thursday 24 January
13:45 Tennis vs KC U13A (DSG) U13B (KC)

Friday 25-27 January
Tennis SA event (Grahamstown)

Saturday 26 January
08:00 Water polo vs KC (DSG)
08:30 B League Gala 3 (Newton Park)

Thursday 31 January
14:00 Graeme Relay Gala (Graeme)

Friday 1 February
13:30 Tennis vs Hermitage House, mixed ages (DSG)
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New Girls’ Orientation
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Settling into 2019
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Week at a glance

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

WEDNESDAY 23 JANUARY
14:00 Clubs begin

Samantha Wienand 2 January

WEDNESDAY 30 JANUARY

Kyla Banks 		

3 January

17:30 Parents’ Committee AGM and Welcome Picnic

Esona Pantshwa

4 January

Rebecca Phillips

4 January

THe GRange Duties 046 - 603 4337

Gabriella Hutchinson 5 January
Shannon McKay

6 January

Donna Miranda

10 January

Jodi Hobson 		

11 January

Ms Nosi Lukhele 079 854 8799

Sarah Southey

12 January

THURSDAY 24 JANUARY

Anne Cuthbert

15 January

Jenna Foster 		

16 January

Abigail Burton

19 January

TUESDAY 22 JANUARY

Ms Thembile Themba 066 216 7205

WEDNESDAY 23 JANUARY
Ms Carol Claasen 074 568 7346

FRIDAY 25 JANUARY

Ms Thembile Themba 066 216 7205

SATURDAY 26 JANUARY

Rowena Bataringaya 23 January

Ms Nosi Lukhele 0792973095

Lucy Jewell 		

23 January

SUNDAY 27 JANUARY

Marique Stevens

23 January

Kayleigh Clayton

24 January

Michaela Blaine

30 January

Ms Carol Claasen 074 568 7346

MONDAY 28 JANUARY

Ms Thembile Themba 066 216 7205

Water Crisis: DSG Junior water saving measures
• Water saving initiatives are being strongly driven by Senior Prefects and the
Environmental Committee.
• Toilets are flushed less and sanitation liquid replaces washing hands.
• Boarders are encouraged to use a half a mug of water to brush teeth.
• Two minute playlists are used to shorten showers.
• Buckets catch water in showers and this water is then used to
flush toilets.
• All girls will wear one uniform from Monday to Saturday,
comprising of skorts, golf shirts and sandals.
• Girls are encouraged to use less dishes in the dining room.
• The fields will not be watered.
• Girls are encouraged to shower every second day with a swim
on alternate days.

Junior School Newsletter

Smiles at The Grange braai

ch and Drama Certificates
Trinity College London Grade 1 and 2 Spee
ent
of Achievem

r Award Winners
Grade 6 Core Skills 2018 Bronze and Silve

Grade 5s enjoying a ‘secret swim’ during very hot weather.

THANK YOU
Whistle Stop pupils returned to school to find a little bookshop set up for them. Each Grade 2, 3 and 4 learners were
delighted to choose a book to take home. These photographs share the joy and once again I would like to thank DSG
Junior and Prep for making this possible. All in all, 152 children have received a book and the surplus went into our
classroom libraries to be well used during the course of the year. All the best for a good 2019!
Kelly Long (Whistle Stop School)

My DSG Parent Portal
The new myDSG parent portal is up and running at https://my.dsgschool.com . Parents will
have received an email with an onboarding guide. If you missed that email, you could start
by simply requesting a password at https://my.dsgschool.com/request-password using your
registered email address with the school.
In each newsletter we will be highlighting areas of the portal, to enable you to make full use
of it. This week we focus on getting an app icon onto your smartphone or tablet. myDSG is
accessible from your smartphone or tablet, and the guide below describes how to add an
icon shortcut on your Home Screen, for both Android or Apple smartphone or tablet users.
https://support.myschoolportal.co.uk/hc/en-us/articles/360011493113-How-to-add-theMy-School-Portal-Webapp-to-your-mobile-device
Once logged in, you will find regular updates under the School Information menu. This is
where you can find the notices, copies of the weekly newsletter, and photo galleries.

Please note that DSG no longer uses the D6 communicator or SIMS Parent. Guidance for
uninstalling D6 can be found at https://d6.co.za/education/services/support/d6communicator-support/ and SIMS Parent can be removed from your device simply with a
tap-and-hold on the app icon and then deleting and uninstalling.

