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The DSG girls enjoying the Carol Service which took place in the Chapel
Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
I have no doubt that an outsider flipping through the newsletters of this year will quickly form an impression of a busy,
thriving school with an incredible offering in all spheres – spiritual, academic, cultural and sporting. A closer inspection
will lead to the summation that DSG is also very good at what it does and that we are able to celebrate individual and
group achievements and occasions equally in all of the above areas. Perhaps, she will also wonder when we sleep –
our busy girls and staff will probably answer, ‘Never!’
What may not be immediately apparent, but would perhaps be discerned by more careful reading, is the ‘heart work’
that we do here day after day. Relationships and the development of ethical, compassionate and generous young
people is core to our Christian mission and an integral part of our curriculum. We teach it in Chapel and assembly,
in the challenges with which girls are presented in all aspects of the curriculum, in tutor groups and the boarding
experience, and in our hidden curriculum.
Our Grade 10 Journey girls have grown immeasurably through the literal and metaphorical Journey they have
undertaken. They have developed greater self-esteem and a sense of the extent of their personal capacity and they
have formed strong bonds with their fellow ‘Journey people’. The Grade 11 Outdoor experience was replaced this
year with four days of workshops: a team-building and leadership workshop run by me; an environmental and social
sustainability workshop facilitated by Prof Richard Calland from UCT and Elspeth Donovan from the University of
Cambridge Institute for Sustainable Leadership; and a Transformation and Diversity workshop led by Dr Theresa
Edlmann and Athambile Masola.
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A day of the Grade 8 and 9 Outdoor camps also involved workshops facilitated by Theresa and Athambile where the
girls were provided with an opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of one another and to celebrate and cherish
differences and the richness that diversity brings. Feedback from girls in all grades has been overwhelmingly positive
– the term has ended with ‘heart work’ that has brought the DSG family together and created a sense of worth and
belonging for all. As Bruce Feiler, an American Christian author wrote, ‘When faced with a challenge, happy families,
like happy people, just add a new chapter to their life story that shows them overcoming the hardship. This skill is
particularly important for children, whose identity tends to get locked in during adolescence.’
As always, at the end of each year, we bid a number of people farewell and a short message for each of them is given
later in this newsletter. We are beginning to experience the downside of our intern programme – their stay at DSG will
most often be brief and we seem to have to say goodbye to them all too soon. Our interns quickly become part of the
DSG family and their value-add is immeasurable. Our love and best wishes accompany Ms Thandeka Tshabalala and
Ms Gugu Radebe as they leave us. Two of our teachers are moving into promotion positions – Mr Ntobeko Qolo takes
up a position as HOD of French at Woodridge and Ms Gerda Oosthuysen as HOD of Afrikaans at St Johns. Three of
our teachers are retiring – one early, one due to ill-health and one who has reached retirement age. I wish Ms Sue
Webber, Ms Dorette van de Wall and Ms Sandra Pretorius happiness and good health in their retirement. Ms Belinda
Kroon has been a superb inaugural housemother for the Grade 8 House and I thank her for her nurturing and care
there. Retaining young teachers in Grahamstown remains a challenge and it is with regret that we say goodbye to Ms
Jami-Lee Janse van Rensburg and Ms Aneliza Geel, both of whom seem to have teaching in their blood. Lastly, Ms
Carole Vicent, HOD French, is returning to France. Au Revoir, Carole!
Christmas spells out love, hope, peace and joy. I pray that all members of our DSG will experience these gifts and I
wish each of you a blessed Christmas and a happy holiday.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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FAREWELLS
As tends to happen at the end of the year, we have had to say
goodbye to some members of our staff:
Sue Webber is retiring from teaching at the end of 2017 after
being a stalwart in the Geography department for 13 years. As
one member of staff commented – Ms Webber is a teacher that
everyone will reminisce about at their reunions in the future.
Gerda Oosthuysen, Afrikaans teacher and Housemistress
of Knowling is relocating to Johannesburg to be closer to her Sue Webber
husband, where she takes up the position of HOD, Afrikaans at
St Johns. Her quiet and generous wisdom is going to be sorely
missed.

Gerda Oosthuysen

Ntobeka Qolo, from the French department, leaves DSG to take
up an HOD role at Woodridge for 2018.
Carole Vicent, Head of the French department, is relocating
with her family to France and we wish her well as returns home.
Dorette Van De Wall, from the Afrikaans department, has taken
early retirement and will spend her extra time on her passion,
baking.
Jami-Lee Janse Van Rensburg from the English department is
heading overseas to fulfil her dream of travelling and seeing the
world. We hope that she returns to teaching sooner rather than
later.

Ntobeka Qolo

Carole Vincent

Sandra Pretorius, the much loved Housemother of Espin is
retiring and we wish her a very happy, restful time ahead.
Belinda Kroon steps down as the Housemother of the Grade 8
House to spend more time on her other passion, interior design.
She will not be far as Simon, her husband continues to teach at
St Andrew’s College.
Thandeka Tshabalala has been one of our interns who has
shown the most remarkable growth. She continues her teaching Dorette Van De
journey at Bishops in 2018. She will be remembered for the Wall
immense contribution she made in the debating club.

Sandra Pretorius

Belinda Kroon
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Gugulethu Radebe is another of our interns who has grown in leaps and bounds. She will be taking on the challenging
role of educator at the Holocaust museum in Kwa-Zulu Natal.
Aneliza Geel, as mentioned in the sports section, is moving back to Johannesburg.

Gugulethu Radebe

Aneliza Geel

News of two inspiring DSG Old Girls
A Tribute to Nombulelo Gongqa by Jess Rushmere
Stories of true inspiration are rare. (And) by inspiration I mean goose-bump raising stories that show adversity does
not define humans – humans define adversity.
Nombulelo Gongqa is a DSG Old Girl who will complete her master’s degree in Industrial Sociology at Rhodes
University at the end of this year. This feat is impressive enough as it is, given that Nombulelo is the first university
graduate in her family, but her road taken makes it even more impressive. Too often students are defined by their
degrees or those they are working towards and the stories of hard work, sacrifice and determination are lost in the
light reflected off the glass of a framed certificate on a wall. Nombulelo’s story is one which is far too great to lose.
As a young girl, Nombulelo attended Grahamstown’s Ntaba Maria School until Grade 9. Knowing that opportunities
were limited unless a place in the western side of Grahamstown could be achieved, she was encouraged by many
around her to work as hard as she possibly could because, “She was going places”. Through others’ belief in her,
Nombulelo was inspired to do more – she dreamt of pursuing careers in medicine, psychology, chartered accountancy
and countless other “cool-sounding” professions; dreams which seemed very big for a girl at Grahamstown’s Ntaba
Maria School. However, Nombulelo has proved that opportunities are there for those determined enough to pursue
them and believe in the apparently impossible.
As she put it “Children are raised by a village” and with the help of neighbours, priests and endless support from
her parents and Zukiswa Kuhlane (her Ntaba Maria Natural Science teacher), Nombulelo started on an unknown
path which she hoped would further her idea of success – a way to ensure she could give back to all those who had
believed in her.
Through the Loseby Programme at DSG, and the support of Ms Moore and Ms Frayne (whom she names as one
of her top most influential people) Nombulelo was able to complete her schooling at DSG. As a school that offers
world-class standards and a diverse programme, it offered an environment in which she could thrive. Despite cultural
and economic differences that were eye opening for her, at DSG Nombulelo discovered a passion for international
relations and realized the desperate need for a path forward for schools in South Africa – especially township schools.
She kept up her hard work, maintained her confidence in herself and inspired all around her. In her matric year she
was the pastoral portfolio prefect in Espin and achieved a bachelor’s degree pass that cemented her place at Rhodes
University.
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Nombulelo has been a Student Assistant
in Merriman for the past three years and
epitomizes what we mean by ‘a woman of
substance’. She touches every one of the
lives of those around her with her intelligence,
open mindedness, wisdom and passion for
life. Her success is a testament to her hard
work and her beautiful spirit inspires all those
lucky enough to encounter her. The world
waits with a bated breath as Nombulelo
Gongqa continues to prove over and over
again that human kind defines adversity.

Zakeera Docrat
Zakeera began her schooling at St Andrew’s Prep in Grade 1 and in
Grade 4, she came to DSG. She obtained a Bachelor’s Degree pass
from DSG in 2009 and went on to study at Rhodes University. She
says that ‘coming from DSG, you definitely have the edge.’
At the end of 2012, Zakeera completed her BA, majoring in Legal
Studies and isiXhosa, after which she attained an Honours in African
Languages, with Distinction. The next two years, saw her successfully
completing an LLB and in October this year she handed in her master’s
thesis in African Languages, with a focus on Forensic Linguistics.
Zakeera has been awarded a scholarship to study towards a PhD in
African Languages while at the same time lecturing Honours students
in Law and Language, a new course for which she has drawn up the
course outline. She has also been invited to lecture a module at the
University of Porto, Portugal, which she visited earlier this year.
After her PhD, Zakeera still plans to go to the bar and do her pupillage.
She said, ‘Sitting in Ms Roodt’s Xhosa class, I never imagined I could
have a career in Xhosa and combine this passion with my desire to
do Law’.
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Academic
Tour to France 2018
The great success of the tour to France in 2016 has encouraged the French department to offer a similar tour in
August 2018. Girls will spend six nights in the south of France, where they will stay with French families and have
classes in the morning. In the afternoons, they will explore the local area and absorb the French culture. After this,
they will spend three nights in Paris where the emphasis will be on discovering the most romantic city in the world.
More information will be made available early in 2018.

World Knowledge Olympiad
In a previous letter, we gave the names of our top achievers in the World Knowledge Olympiad. Recently we heard
that Oyama Mzayidume had come fourth in the Grade 9 section in the whole of South Africa. We congratulate Oyama
on this remarkable achievement!

NOTICE
End of term reports
At 13h00 on Friday 8 December the end of term reports will go live on the portal and you will be able to access your
daughter’s report by logging in to the portal.
It is important that you check you are able to log in before the release date – we cannot emphasise the importance
of this strongly enough as there have been times when parents were unable to access their daughter’s report.
You can go to the following link for reports:
http://dsg.schoolmagic.co.za/login.aspx
If you have any difficulties please contact Margie McLeod at m.mcleod@dsgschool.com

STUDY VISAS for OVER-BORDER GIRLS
PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOU OBTAIN THE REQUIRED STUDY VISA DURING THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS.
•

Pupils who are not South African citizens or permanent residents must obtain a study permit from the
South African Embassy/High Commission in their country of residence before starting school.

•

Renewals must be applied for online at least 60 days before the visa is due to expire and an appointment
made to visit a visa office.

•

Your daughter must be present when applying for a study permit and its renewal.

•

The school will furnish you with the confirmation of your daughter’s acceptance to study at the school, as
required for the application for a study permit.
(Please speak to Mrs Lisa Hobson: l.hobson@dsgschool.com).

•

Please provide the school with a copy of the study visa to be kept in the girl’s file.

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Head: Academic
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Cultural
In October, the DSG dance studio offered 21 candidates for the Royal Academy of Dance Vocational Examination
(only for the second time since dance has been offered by the school). The candidates, whose numbers had increased
from 13 in 2015 to 21 candidates in 2017, performed their prepared syllabus and variations for the RAD examiner,
Mrs. Cathy Ballinger, from Port Elizabeth. After months of training, hard work and perseverance, the following girls
were successful in their various examinations.
ADVANCED 1 BALLET
Kirstie Stevenson

(With Merit)

INTERMEDIATE BALLET
Olivia Brown
Laura Conroy
Saffron Gifford
Lauren Kirby
Amy-Beth Kroon
Lisa Maqula
Cebokazi Mtshemla
Isabella Russell
Caroline Shuter
Jenna Willcocks

(With Merit)
(With Merit)
(With Merit)
(With Merit)
(With Merit)
(With Merit)
(With Merit)
(With Merit)
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INTERMEDIATE FOUNDATION BALLET
Georgia Brunette
Sienna Evans
Nicole Flanagan
Amy Fowlds
Erin Little
Kate Long
Regina Manyara
Nceba Mtshemla
Kajal Ranchhod
Rachel Stevenson

(With Merit)
(With Merit)
(With Merit)
(With Merit)
(With Merit)
(With Merit)
(With Merit)
(With Merit)

Congratulations to all dancers!

Music
The following awards were made at Final Assembly
COMMENDED
HALF COLOURS
Lauren Carmichael
Ruth Fick
Tarryn Whitfield
Asive Ngcebetsha
Indipile Ndamase
Ncebakazi Mtshemla
Zoya Manana

Cebokazi Mtshemla
Emily Morgan
COLOURS
Carla Coltman

HIGHLY COMMENDED
Robyn Hendricks
Nicole Ruwodo
Juliette Ridley
Sascha van der Merwe
Cleo Ntuthu
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Sport
Swimming
The Nelson Mandela Bay Aquatics Championships were
held this past weekend in Port Elizabeth. While it clashed
with their Outdoor Ed camp, arrangements were made for
three of our Grade 8s to compete in the championships.
Despite an intense examination period during which their
training would have been disrupted, the girls put in great
performances, and full credit must go to Sheena Price
who leads our swimming programme and ensures our
swimmers are always so well-conditioned and prepared.
The pinnacle of success at these events is to swim in
times that qualify participants for the Nationals, at which
the very top swimmers in the country compete. Therefore,
Courtney Repinz’s qualifying times for the Junior
Nationals in the 100m and 200m freestyle events and in
the 100m backstroke is quite remarkable. In the process,
she also won six individual medals at the championships:
gold in the 200m freestyle, silvers in the 100m freestyle,
50m backstroke and the 400m IM, and bronze medals in
the 100m butterfly and 200m backstroke.
Emma Podesta is also to be congratulated for swimming
a Junior National qualifying time in her 100m backstroke,
winning a silver medal. She added another silver in the
200m backstroke and a bronze in the 50m backstroke.
Special mention must be made of Shaelyn Walker who
swam in no fewer than ten events, setting new personal
bests in every one of her races and taking a massive
seven seconds off her PB in the 400m freestyle.
The three girls also swam in relay events, with Courtney
picking up a further five medals, Emma winning four
medals and Shaelyn was part of the 800m freestyle relay
team which won bronze.

Horse riding
The horse riders have continued training throughout the exams. Cate and Georgie Gerber have had an added
incentive to do so, as they have both been chosen to represent the Eastern Cape at the SA championships being
held in Johannesburg in December. Both Cate and Georgie are competing in the 1.0m intermediate equitation and
the 1.0m show jumping teams, while Georgie is also in the open showing team. We wish them the very best and look
forward to reporting on their results next term.
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Provincial water polo
As mentioned earlier this term, we have had 19 girls selected to represent Eastern Province at the South African
interprovincial water polo tournament being held in Port Elizabeth and Grahamstown next week. We wish our girls
and coaches all the very best for their respective tournaments.
U19A – Erin Jarvis
U19B – Mia Van Der Nest
U16A – Shaylen Ackermann, Josie Hickey, Lucy Martin (Coach: Mark Evans)
U16B – Laura Fowlds, Tyla Rose (Coach: Rirhadzu Hashatse)
U15A – Katarina Behr, Tayla Brown, Duki Sonuga
U15B – Emma Mulcahy, Leigh Saywood
U14A – Francesca Behr, Jess Coxwell, Rachel Stevenson
U14B – Olivia Davidson, Amy Fowlds, Jess Ovendale, Courtney Repinz

PSI Hockey
Grahamstown now has a PSI indoor hockey franchise known as the Grahamstown Rhinos, and they will be playing in
the PSI national tournament in Cape Town over the coming week. In the U14 Rhinos team, Sarah de la Harpe, Enya
Kemp, Jane Dixie, Indipile Ndamase and Nicky Voges are the DSG representatives, while Nicky Ralston is in the U16
Rhinos team. We congratulate these girls on their selection and wish them well at their tournaments.
As we look forward to 2018, may I remind you of the hockey camp and then the DSG summer sports camp which are
running before the start of the term in January. Thanks to all those parents who have replied – I will be in touch in the
next few days with final details.
If you still would like your daughter to attend or need more details, please contact me before 14 December.
I would also like to remind you that the important dates for 2018 are available on the school website and Facebook
pages which may be helpful in planning your 2018 calendar.
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I would like to end this final letter of the year to thank all those who have helped to make 2017 a brilliant sporting year:
•
•
•
•
•

my colleagues in the sports department, – Mr York, Ms Tooley, Ms Geel, Ms Price and Ms Van Der Walt –
thank you for the tireless hours you have put into sport this year, and for the support you have given me.
all our academic staff who have coached and managed individuals and teams, always going above and
beyond the call of duty.
all our external coaches,
our grounds staff, kitchen staff, and transport division – your support and care for our girls is always on point
and the overall DSG experience is because of your efforts.
And finally, Ms Frayne and Mr Wright whose guidance, direction and support they provide to the sports
programme at DSG is never in doubt.

It is because of all these people and others not mentioned here, that I can happily say that we are in a very good place.
There is of course room for improvement and we hope that the changes and adaptations planned for 2018 will keep
moving us in a positive direction.
Finally, I would like to say goodbye to Ms Aneliza Geel, who leaves us at the end of the year to return to Johannesburg.
Her energy, passion for sport, amazing organisational ability and her willingness to give of herself have made her an
integral part of the DSG sports environment for the past three years. She will be greatly missed, and it is with great
sadness that we bid her farewell.
On behalf of the DSG Sports Department, may I wish all our girls, parents and staff a very happy Christmas.

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

General
Interhouse Public Speaking
The standard of the interhouse public speaking was extremely high and the judges found it difficult to actually
decide on the winners. They commented that both the
junior and senior events were most enjoyable.

To determine the standing of the Houses, the points of all
eight speakers were considered.

Results were:

Merriman
Crewe
Espin
Knowling

Juniors:
1st
2nd
3rd

Oyama Mzayimdume (Merriman)
Pooja Vijay (Merriman)
Charlotte Abraham (Crewe)

Seniors:
1st
2nd
3rd

Cate Gerber (Merriman)
Cleo Ntuthu (Crewe)
Vile Diko (Crewe)

Juniors:

Seniors:
Crewe
Merriman
Knowling
Espin
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Outdoor Education
Grade 8 Camp
On Saturday 2 December group of grumpy Grade 8s
boarded the bus, in miserable weather, for Hogsback. We
arrived in Hogsback in sunshine, which lifted everyone’s
spirits. The girls settled in and started with team activities
which included a hike to the Madonna and Child waterfall
(where the girls had a refreshing swim), group dynamics,
a low ropes course and night hikes.
They then took part in individual activities – zip-wire,
abseiling, Jacobs-ladder, sky-frame and climbing wall. On
each of these activities, the girls challenged themselves,
overcame their fears and having done so, some even
went back for more. All this in spite of the very wet and
gloomy weather. The final activity included a 15km hike
up Tor Doone which everyone completed successfully
and in high spirits. Before bed time we were entertained
by the girls in a “Hobbiton’s got Talent” show.
The Grade 8 group were amazing in their involvement,
enthusiasm and generally positive attitude. This
contributed to making the camp a huge success.
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Grade 9 Mansfield Camp
The 2017 Grade 9 camp again went back to a trusty favourite venue set in amongst the dense Albany thicket on the
banks of the Kowie River at Mansfield resort. On arrival at the camp we were welcomed by a grumpy ostrich, a puffadder and a very large and inquisitive giraffe called Gambit. This was their permanent home and we were there as
guests so we quickly looked for ways to try and work with them or avoid them entirely. But when the ostrich swallowed
a lighter, a spoon, a ping pong ball, and a variety of food items off our plates as we ate, we decided to gently relocate
her to another camp.
Those of us who were not woken up each morning by Knysna loeries, amethyst sunbirds, wagtails or chattering
monkeys were given a rather more traumatic awakening by Mr York, who whistled, banged pots and yelled at us like
a crazy sergeant major imploring us to stop loafing and get up and face the glorious day!
Each day saw the girls participate in a number of organised and well-planned group activities such as orienteering,
rope climbing, obstacle courses, fire making, potjie cooking, night hikes and even speed dating, which were all
planned opportunities to learn valuable lessons outside the classroom.
However, it was the sharing of quality time where nothing was planned that also brought out wonderfully spontaneous
moments to treasure and learn from. Like the shared energy that saw 75 Grade 9 girls all singing and dancing around
a huge fire to the latest, and not so latest songs from Mr Marx’s playlist in his car until his battery went flat. The
precious unplanned time that saw small groups huddled around a deck of cards, or reminiscing over the past year,
or aimlessly kicking a ball, or soaking up the sun on towels, or trying to negotiate another chocolate snack from staff
supplies, or reading a book, or floating with the current in the river, or lying on the grass spitting watermelon pips
carelessly into the breeze. The opportunity just to do what came up next was also savoured and cherished.
Spending time outdoors inevitably brought up injury, ailment and a need for care and attention in our girls, so special
thanks to Ms Janse v Renburg and Ms Kingwell who compassionately and tirelessly attended to blisters, cut feet,
thorn removal, headaches, nausea, vomiting, dizziness, bee stings, rashes and all the routine medical needs of the
girls.
The 2017 Grade 9 camp was a fun-filled occasion loaded with opportunity for both pupils and staff members. I make
special mention of Mr York for his meticulous planning and preparation, his military precision in running the daily
routines but most importantly, his overwhelming sense of care and concern he showed for each one of our pupils and
staff members out there. Thank you Mr York.
Mr D Marx
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Grade 10 John Jones Fish River Journey
We have come to the end of the 14th Fish River Journey Expedition and the stories abound. One of the real strengths
of this programme is that each of the five groups has a similar but unique Journey experience. This is enabled by the
diversity of the groups and the varied programme that each group follows. Whilst every attempt is made to record
the events of this 21-day event, every one of the boys, girls and staff will have their own unique experiences and
memories. These will form part of their ongoing life story and will shape their futures in obvious and less obvious ways.
Journey 2017 has undoubtedly been a great success. The resilience and courage shown by the majority of the girls
and boys in the face of multiple challenges is quite extraordinary. So too is the patience and care that the staff exercise
in managing a large group in difficult circumstances.
The weather was, for the most part was very kind to all, this despite bitterly cold and unseasonably snowy conditions
at the start of Journey and a scorching 40-degree berg wind day mid-Journey. For the bulk of Journey conditions were
quite comfortable, resulting in very few accidents and very little illness.
We are once again hugely indebted to the farmers on whose farms we camp and hike. It is quite phenomenal how
generous they are and we simply could not run this programme without their support. They are always so willing to
assist in a programme which sees young people enjoying and appreciating their natural environment. The Journey
would not possible without the extraordinary commitment of the staff involved. These are special people who make
extraordinary sacrifices to ensure the boys and girls have the fullest Journey experience possible. They deserve the
highest praise.
The John Jones Fish River Journey is a gem in the crown of what our two schools have to offer. Long may it continue
to be so.
Mr P Andrew
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The Grade 11 Camp
The Grade 11s did something completely different this year and stayed at DSG where they participated in challenging
workshops that would encourage their personal growth.
The first day was spent using YouTube clips to challenge their thinking about their leadership as the matrics of 2018
and how they would like to see DSG move forward in 2018. Day two and three saw training on sustainability facilitated
by Richard Calland of UCT and Elspeth Donovan of Cambridge University. The last day was spent with Theresa
Edlemann and Athambile Masola during which time the girls wrestled with the challenging topic of transformation and
diversity and how DSG can become a campus that is welcoming to all and where every girl feels valued and respected.
These workshops rounded off a year of training in ethical leadership offered by the Alan Gray team. We are confident
that our Grade 11s will assume their leadership of the school as matrics in 2018, equipped, prepared and enabled to
be role models to all the younger girls. There is no doubt that they will have a better understanding of the local, national
and global challenges and will be compassionate, empathic but also focused and firm leaders.
Our thanks goes to all those that facilitated the workshop and especially to the girls who actively and constructively
engaged with the process, despite being exhausted after a gruelling exam period and a challenging term.
En Avant
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Defining luxury
for over 40 years.
Through the years we have come to understand that some of life’s true luxuries are more than material.
Trust, a feeling that shrouds you in comfort, and its ability to give you
the ultimate peace-of-mind, is just one of them.
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