DSG
Newsletter Term 3 # 38 | 1 December 2017

Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
This newsletter will be brief as the final one for 2017 will be sent out next week. Matric exams are finished and the
Grades 8, 9 and 11 complete their last ones today. I have visited all the Journey groups and am filled with admiration
for the way in which our girls are handling the physical, social and personal challenges presented to them.
Earlier this week, all parents were sent DSG’s Statement on Racism and Discrimination with hyperlinks to interim
reporting measures and work done at DSG in the transformation area thus far. This is also on our website if you have
not received it. Primarily, we have issued this statement as a precursor to a more elaborate process of developing a
Policy on Racism and Discrimination. Early next year, all DSG stakeholders will be asked to complete a survey after
which they will be invited to attend focus groups. The information gathered will be collated and used to develop our
Policy.
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The many replies of affirmation and encouragement from parents have been well-received and are much appreciated.
Some parents have asked the reason for the statement and whether or not there have been issues at DSG. While
there have been some incidents at DSG, as there have been at most South African schools, the motivation for the
statement and policy is to respond to the context of South Africa at the moment. The concept of the ‘rainbow nation’
has died and it is apparent that much of the important and difficult work around transformation post 1994 did not take
place. Our girls are South Africa’s future and it is our hope that they will lead the way in rebuilding relationships and a
sense of well-being in our land that transcends race, gender and culture.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic

Delf Examination
The Director of the Alliance Francaise, Charlotte Jarnet, and the
course coordinator, Katarine Le Brun, were at DSG on Monday
to congratulate the girls on passing the DELF examination. The
following learners received the DELF certificate along with a French
book: Cleo Ntuthu, Abigail Mukungu, Alanna Brown, Athena Karagwa
and Regina Manyara.
The French Department was also given extra French books and
games that will be made available to learners next year. The DELF
will be offered again early next year and we hope that even more
girls will take the opportunity to obtain this internationally recognized
qualification.
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International studies information session
Duncan Parsons, a Robertson Scholar at Duke University, and an Academic Advisor at Crimson, shared information
"about the pathway to the world’s best universities. Studying at top-ranked universities in the US and UK is more
achievable than you think," Parsons told College and DSG students at an information session in the new auditorium. He
explained the difference between studying in the United States and the United Kingdom, spoke about the application
processes, fees and scholarships.

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Head: Academic
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Grade 8 House Party
On Saturday 25 November, the Grade 8 House was lit with candles, fairy lights and coloured lanterns as we celebrated
the end of our first year in the House and said farewell to our very special group of Grade 8s and some key staff
members.
The evening began with a welcome from Mrs Kroon who also shared some words of wisdom with the girls. Jemma
Boonzaier then spoke with eloquence and fondness of the Grade 8s’ year in the House. After some delicious snacks
and drinks, it was the turn of each Grade 8 tutor to say a few words to her tutor group – who knew that there was a
competition between tutor groups to be the best? The girls then reciprocated with heartfelt (and often hilarious) thanks
to their tutors. Each of the house staff were thanked and no-one escaped with their quirks and foibles intact!
It is very sad that we are saying good-bye to Ms Stuart (who has completed her Honours and begins a new chapter in
her life), Ms Radebe (who is taking up a post at the Holocaust Museum in Durban), Ms Janse van Rensburg (who is
pursuing her dream of travel and change) and Mrs Kroon who wants to focus her energy on her decorating business
and her family. Each of them has played a vital role in the success of the year and they will be much missed. Mrs Kroon,
in particular, has been the constant daytime mom for the girls and much appreciation was expressed for her wisdom,
kindness and care. The evening closed in prayer led by Delphina Tembo; Paiton Levin gave us the weather one last
time; and Dali Banda played us her vibrant, humorous and nostalgic multimedia presentation which celebrated all we
have experienced in this first year of the Grade 8 House.
Huge thanks must go to Ms Janse van Rensburg and Mrs Kroon for all the thought and work that went into organising
the special evening, to the tutors who joined us, and to all the catering, maintenance and cleaning staff who made it
possible.
I want to thank each DSG Grade 8 for teaching me so much this year, for buoying me up with their energy and sense
of fun and for keeping me on my toes 24/7! May you remember the friendships you have formed here and be kind to
each other, always. I will miss you!

Kim Barker
Grade 8 Housemistress
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Journey Update
Another beautiful summer’s day in the Karoo. We continue to be blessed by good weather; sunny days with a slight
coolness to the air. Just this morning one of the farmers commented that it was the coolest November that he can
remember.
Along with the good weather is a good spirit amongst the Journey warriors, with just a week to go the end is in sight
and the groups are moving with a sense of purpose and a determination to get to the end in good shape. We are at
the end of the Rest and Create days and they have come just at the right time with the rest allowing one to charge the
batteries, whilst at the same time still busily engaged in the various tasks on hand.
Group 5 have just had two lovely days at the Delports’ farm outside Riebeek East. This is a veritable oasis amongst an
otherwise harsh and dry environment. Green grass and lovely shade trees take on newfound importance. This, along
with a pool to swim in and a fireplace to gather around, ensured that the group thoroughly enjoyed the interlude. They
are off to the Burchells Game Reserve today, where they will camp before hiking to Riebeek East and the Listers’ farm
from where they will do their Community Outreach at the local Riebeek East Combined School.
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Group 4 are on the last day of their extended hiking trip. They had a really nice evening at the Waainek campsite
above Somerset East after their Solo Day, before hiking down the valley to Kommetjies where they were well looked
after by a DSG Old Girl and her husband. Today they hike up and over the mountain to the lovely farm, Olivewoods,
home of an OA and a DSG Old Girl, the Wienands. They will follow this with a day of Community Service at the
Cookhouse Primary School before a run day along the Dikkopvlakte.
Group 3 ran into the Delports' farm after a really good Rest and Create day at Olivewoods and joined the cycle team
for the start of their three day cycle leg leaving the Delports today. They have a really scenic route to ride with some
nice campsites on the farms of OAs. They were in good spirits last night and looking forward to the challenge.
Group 2 had a run day into Buffelsdrift on Monday and then a tough hike across rough and hilly terrain to their campsite
at the Delports. Yesterday they headed off through the Burchells Game Reserve where they once again climbed to
the top of the mountain where they camped at the picturesque Misty Hills farm overlooking Riebeek East. Today they
continue hiking to a lovely dam at Willowfountain and should enjoy a very pleasant evening camping below the dam
wall and having access to all that the dam has to offer. They will hike through to the Kommadagga road tomorrow
before being picked up and taken to their activity day at Hellspoort.
Group 1 completed their hike over from Solo to Somerset East before enjoying a lovely couple of night on the banks of
the river at de Kaia. This is where they did their Rest and Create day and had a really good break. They were running
today on the Sheldon road before they will camp at Buffelsdrift tonight. Tomorrow they will also tackle the tough hike
to the Delports farm and then on to Misty Hills and through Riebeek East to the Kommadagga road where they will be
picked up and taken to their activity day at Hellspoort.
There have been relatively few boys and girls that have injured themselves or got sick and most are over their blisters
at this stage. As an army is said to march on its stomach, so too food is a central focus for those on Journey. If they are
not bargaining with each other for their preferred foodstuff, they are endlessly cooking up food to satisfy their appetites
and energy needs. The use and management of water is part and parcel of their everyday lives now and one hopes
that these valuable lessons will be applied in the future.
Whilst they can see the end now, there is also a feeling that they do not want this to end. This is exactly the desired
outcome and we hope that the Journey also has the long-term outcomes that we envisaged.
Till next time

Pete Andrew
Journey Co-ordinator
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General
STUDY VISAS for OVER-BORDER GIRLS
PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOU OBTAIN THE REQUIRED STUDY VISA DURING THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS.
•

Pupils who are not South African citizens or permanent residents must obtain a study permit from the
South African Embassy/High Commission in their country of residence before starting school.

•

Renewals must be applied for online at least 60 days before the visa is due to expire and an appointment
made to visit a visa office.

•

Your daughter must be present when applying for a study permit and its renewal.

•

The school will furnish you with the confirmation of your daughter’s acceptance to study at the school, as
required for the application for a study permit.
(Please speak to Mrs Lisa Hobson: l.hobson@dsgschool.com).

•

Please provide the school with a copy of the study visa to be kept in the girl’s file.

NOTICE
End of term reports
At 13h00 on Friday 8 December the end of term reports will go live on the portal and you will be able to access your
daughter’s report by logging in to the portal.
It is important that you check you are able to log in before the release date – we cannot emphasise the importance
of this strongly enough as there have been times when parents were unable to access their daughter’s report.
You can go to the following link for reports:
http://dsg.schoolmagic.co.za/login.aspx
If you have any difficulties please contact Margie McLeod at m.mcleod@dsgschool.com
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Defining luxury
for over 40 years.
Through the years we have come to understand that some of life’s true luxuries are more than material.
Trust, a feeling that shrouds you in comfort, and its ability to give you
the ultimate peace-of-mind, is just one of them.

Grahamstown | 046 622 2778 | grahamstown@pamgolding.co.za | pamgolding.co.za/grahamstown
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2018 TERM DATES
(Amended)
St Andrew’s College, The Diocesan School for Girls
and St Andrew’s Preparatory School
Term 1 (Easter)

Thursday 18 January to Wednesday 28 March 2018

Wednesday 17 January
Thursday 18 January

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Half Term: Thursday 1 March (Travel Day) to 18h00 on Monday 5 March 2018
Wednesday 28 March
Thursday 29 March
Term 2 (Trinity)

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day
Wednesday 25 April to Tuesday 7 August 2018

Tuesday 24 April
Wednesday 25 April

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Half Term: Thursday 21 June (Travel Day) to 18h00 on Tuesday 3 July 2018
Tuesday 7 August
Wednesday 8 August
Term 3 (Michaelmas)

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day
Wednesday 5 September to Wednesday 5 December 2018

Tuesday 4 September
Wednesday 5 September

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Balloon Week 8 – 11 October 2018
Half Term: After Athletics Prize Giving (13h00) on Thursday 11 October to 18h00 on
Monday 15 October 2018
Wednesday 5 December
Thursday 6 December

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day

EN AVANT

