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Journey nears the half-way mark
Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
Yesterday saw 70% of our Matrics writing English – their last school examination. Twenty girls are still on campus with
their Art, Drama and CAT examinations next week, but the bulk have finished their DSG careers. I took the opportunity
to address them for a final time as the DSG Matrics of 2017.
This year, as has happened before, when I was bidding farewell to the Matrics after their final exam, the saying that
came to mind was “The Queen is dead; long live the Queen”. This so aptly describes the life of the school: Grade 11s
have already stepped into the leadership roles, Grade 8s have moved from their House into the senior Houses and
a fresh group of new Grade 8s are preparing for a senior school career here. Such is the nature of schools that they
constantly regenerate – DSG has done so for 143 years.
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However, in saying goodbye to the girls yesterday, I felt quite emotional because the regeneration referred to above
doesn’t take into account the human element and the relationships formed. For me and I suspect for most educators,
each Matric group that finishes takes with them a piece of our hearts. We have witnessed the girls transform into
young women, some over five years and others over as many as nine. Hopefully, we have made a positive contribution
to their overall development and transformation, but we have also learnt and grown from our interaction with each of
them. The educator-girl relationship at DSG is a two-way relationship and we are all enriched by these connections.
The Matrics of 2017 leave with all our blessings and wishes for a happy, successful future. They enter an uncertain,
fractious world but we know that they have the tools to be agents of change and positive contributors wherever they
find themselves.
The school is quiet with most of the Matrics having left, the Grade 10s on Journey and the others writing exams. I look
forward to visiting the Journey groups this weekend and to a gentle winding down of term.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Final farewell to the
Matrics of 2017
The distance from the exam venue to the
gate is about 100 metres and twelve years
long. Yesterday, as most of the matrics
finished their final exam, their discarded
shoes showed physically and metaphorically
that school was behind them and they were
walking out of the gates towards a whole new
adventure.
The physical shoes will be donated to
children who desperately need them, while
their metaphorical shoes will be filled by our
2018 matrics: and in many cases, the shoes
to be filled are enormous.
Thank you to the class of 2017 for your
contribution to the school. Au revoir, go well
and we look forward to welcoming you back
as Old Girls.
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Academic

We congratulate Kelly-Anne Shaw who was placed ninth in the recent Geography Olympiad. Sixty
schools from across South Africa took part, with almost 950 entrants, which really puts Kelly-Anne’s
achievement into perspective. She received her prize from Prof Di Wilmot (past Chairman of the DSG
Council and the mother of a DSG Old Girl).

International Studies
"Studying at top-ranked universities in the US and UK is more achievable than you think. Learn about the difference
between studying in the US and UK, demystify the application process and understand the fees, financial aid and
sports scholarships available."
Duncan Parsons is connected to Harvard and Stanford Universities, a Robertson Scholar at Duke University, and an
Academic Advisor at Crimson. He will share information and answer questions about the pathway to the world's best
universities.
The information sessions will take place on Tuesday 28 November 2017 from 16h00 - 16h45 and 17h00 - 17h45 at
The Auditorium (next to The Cawse Library).

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Head: Academic
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Fish River Journey nears the half-way mark
News from the Journey remains very positive with groups really starting to gel and work efficiently as they meet the
challenges that are thrown at them every day. After the extreme cold and then heat of a couple of days ago, the
weather has settled down and it has been very kind, although cold at night.
Group 2 are the first group to reach the Solo site this morning where they will be issued with a bivvie and food that
does not require cooking. They hand in their tents and cookers and are placed in small camping areas out of sight
and speaking distance from each other. They are provided with a solo journal that contains interesting information,
some soduko, motivational material and they are asked to write a letter to their parents and to their respective Heads.
These are collected and distributed shortly after the Solo days are complete. After spending about 20 hours on their
own, the group is brought in, they have a quick breakfast, followed by a Eucharist service offered by our two chaplains.
They then hike on to their next camp. This process is repeated over the next four days as all the groups come in and
go through the Solo experience.
Group 4 have started their cycling leg and had a tough day crossing over the Swaershoek Pass south of Cradock
yesterday. By the time they reached camp last night their spirits were up after a long day and they headed off this
morning for another challenging day in the mountains.
Group 1 had a very good day canoeing on the river yesterday and are busy with their Community Service at Vukezebenza
Street Shelter and JA Nca Nca Primary School today. All the groups that have worked at these efficiently-run facilities
have made a significant impact with their efforts.
Group 3 had a good run leg out to Blomfontein yesterday after a very productive Community Outreach day and were
gathered round a pool at the upmarket Blomfontein wedding venue when I dropped off food for their next few days.
They are hiking to Mount Marlow Dam today where they will have a lovely setting for a campsite and a dam to swim in.
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The College Headmaster, Alan Thompson,
had joined the Journey from Day 3 and has
certainly earned his stripes after climbing
over the Nardousberg with Group 4, cycling
in extremely hot and windy conditions with
Group 1, canoeing with Group 5 and running
with Group 3. We look forward to having
the DSG Head and Deputy, Shelley Frayne
and David Wright, visiting all the groups on
Sunday.
Group 5 are on day 2 of a three day hike
before having their Solo day and will camp at
Oudekraal tonight. They have all recovered
well after their experience in the snow and
are enjoying ideal weather for hiking.
Tomorrow the weather is due to get cold
and wet which will present a different set of
challenges to the groups that are hiking and
in Solo. Despite this, I have no doubt that all
the girls and boys will prevail and hope that
the farmers get some welcome relief in these
drought-stricken areas.
It is hard to believe that we are approaching
the half-mark of Journey already. Time flies
when you are having fun!
Till next time

Pete Andrew
JJFRJ Co-ordinator
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Sport

DSG Eastern Province water polo representatives from U13-U19 (minus the five U16s who are on Journey)
at the 2017 capping ceremony.
Last weekend the girls played practice games in preparation for the SA schools tournament to be held
at the end of year in Grahamstown and Port Elizabeth.
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General

1957 and 1967 Leavers Reunion
The weekend began with the opening of the refurbished Cawse Library at St Andrew’s College which was followed
by a cocktail party.
The reunion group attended a dinner hosted by DSG Head, Ms Shelley Frayne on Friday evening. Shelley mentioned
that they were delightful group of ‘DSG Old Girls’ and they had a wonderful time together with Ms Jan Ross, the
President of the DSG Guild.
On Saturday morning the group of six attended a tea in the Victoria Library and then enjoyed a tour around the
beautiful DSG campus.
It was a wonderful time to celebrate and to enjoy special times with friends. A truly memorable weekend for all our
guests!

The function at which the AMARA awards were presented was held in Johannesburg on 18 November. At this function,
all aspects of excellent journalism are recognised and commended, based on readers’ feedback and comments.
We were delighted when Gear Advertising, the company which handles all our press releases and advertising, informed
us that on behalf of DSG, the company was awarded the 1st runner up in the Best Newsprint Creative: Education
Sector. The comment we received was: “Lauren and I are super excited for DSG and we would love to plan a trip to
see you next year to hand over the framed certificate we received on your behalf”.
We congratulate Cherié Wille, our designer, who needs to be given all the credit for her work in this regard.

EN AVANT

