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Remembrance Day Parade
Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
Yesterday our Grade 10s left on their John Jones Fish River Journey adventure and, as always, there were some
anxious faces as we bade them farewell. This trepidation was not helped by the downpour of rain and freezing cold
conditions. This morning I received a message from Mr Pete Andrew, chief organiser and overall leader of the Journey,
informing me that everyone was safe and warm despite logistical challenges created by the inclement weather and
that, ‘The mood is upbeat and the boys and girls are looking forward to the challenges.’
Although Pete Andrew’s message was received with a sense of relief and a smile, I also knew this would be so.
Much of what some of the Grade 10s feared was really the unknown; they are out there now and in it. There will be
challenges and difficulties along the way, but they will meet those and grow and flourish in the process. The human
spirit is amazing in this way. This is why humankind has prevailed through some of the most tragic disasters, actions
and times.
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e.e. cummings said, “Once we believe in ourselves, we can risk curiosity, wonder, spontaneous delight, or any
experience that reveals the human spirit.” Activities such as The Journey in Grade 10 allow girls to realise resources
within them far beyond anything they had imagined. The Journey is literal (they journey from the source of the Fish
to its mouth) and it is metaphorical – it is a personal journey of self-discovery and it is most certainly a spiritual and
social journey.
DSG is a 143 years old and the school has prevailed through some tough times – financially, politically and socially.
It stands today because it has a spirit of its own and is much bigger than any individual. Leo Tolstoy wrote, “There is
something in the human spirit that will survive and prevail; there is a tiny and brilliant light burning in the heart of the
(hu)man that will not go out no matter how dark the world becomes.”
Challenges are important to teach us to create moments for reflection. As difficult as they are at the time, we really
should view them as exciting opportunities.
Kind regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Fish River Journey Departure
While we in Grahamstown have welcomed the rain as it continued to fall steadily, the Grade 10s were probably not
quite as happy about the cold, wet conditions when they gathered at 07:30 this morning to start their ‘Journey’. The
good news for them is that the forecast was for drier conditions later in the day. We wish all the Grade 10s well for the
next three weeks as they cycle, run and canoe from the source of the Fish River to its mouth, and that they come back
with memories to last a lifetime. We will have updates in the newsletter over the coming weeks.
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Academic
International Studies
"Studying at top-ranked universities in the US and UK is more achievable than you think. Learn about the difference
between studying in the US and UK, demystify the application process and understand the fees, financial aid and
sports scholarships available."
Duncan Parsons is connected to Harvard and Stanford Universities, a Robertson Scholar at Duke University, and an
Academic Advisor at Crimson. He will share information and answer questions about the pathway to the world's best
universities.
The information sessions will take place on Tuesday 28 November 2017 from 16h00 - 16h45 and 17h00 - 17h45 at
The Auditorium (next to The Cawse Library).

NOTICE
End of term reports
At 13h00 on Friday 8 December the end of term reports will go live on the portal and you will be able to access your
daughter’s report by logging in to the portal.
It is important that you check you are able to log in before the release date – we cannot emphasise the importance
of this strongly enough as there have been times when parents were unable to access their daughter’s report.
You can go to the following link for reports:
http://dsg.schoolmagic.co.za/login.aspx
If you have any difficulties please contact Margie McLeod at m.mcleod@dsgschool.com
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Cultural
Music Exam Results From Trinity College London
These demanding external music examinations were recently undertaken by 92 pupils from the family of schools
associated with the David Wynne Music School. The results were exemplary: 100% pass rate with 44 merits (75% and
above) and 32 distinctions (87% and above). Congratulations to all the candidates and their teachers.

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture
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Rememberance Day: Sunday 8 November
Poppy Day (as it is traditionally known) is an important occasion on Grahamstown’s annual calendar.
The poignant sound of the pipes and drums of the St Andrew’s College pipe band (with DSG piper, Lucy Ter Morshuizen,
and drummer, Emily Campbell) as it accompanied the cadet corps from the school to the Cathedral in the centre of
town, set the mood for the solemnity of the occasion.
At the Cathedral, the pipe band and cadet corps were joined by the Kingswood College brass band and strong
representation from many of the local schools, various branches of the armed forces and members of the public. Our
chaplain, Fr Rob opened the proceedings in prayer after which wreaths were laid at the cenotaph in memory of all
those who had lost their lives defending our country, thus ensuring that we could live in freedom.
Head of School, Shelley Frayne and the 2018 Head Girl (Kathryn Basson) and Deputy Head Girl (Avia Repapis) laid
wreaths on behalf of DSG Senior School.
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Sport
The fourth A-League gala was held in Port Elizabeth on Saturday (11 November) at which a number of our swimmers
competed:
Toni Rafferty won her 50m freestyle, 100m butterfly and 400m individual medley races.
Courtney Repinz won five events – 100m backstroke; 100m butterfly; 100m freestyle; 200m freestyle; and the 400m
individual medley.
Emma Podesta finished second in the 100m backstroke, 100m butterfly and 200m freestyle, and picked up a third
place in the 100m freestyle.
Shaelyn Walker placed third in both her 100m and 200m breaststroke races.
On Sunday, Shaelyn Walker and Emma Podesta also swam in the second NMBA Open Water Series in Jeffreys Bay.
Shaelyn completed the 5 km course in a senior national qualifying time, while Emma placed third in her age group in
the 3km swim.
Congratulations to all these girls.
The next big gala on the calendar will be the NMBA Champs in Port Elizabeth which takes place in early December.
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I would like to draw your attention again to the dates of the sports camps in January 2018.
1

The East Cape Residential Hockey Camp
•
From 11-13 January
•
Open to girls from Grade 6-12
•
Is not a closed camp – is open to girls from around the country

2

The DSG Summer Sports Camp which caters for basketball, squash, swimming, tennis and water polo
•
From 14-17 January (Boarders return on 17 January to start school on 18 January)
•
There will also be netball squad training as part of the camp
•
This camp is only open to DSG girls in Grades 9-12

Please make contact with the DSG sports office should you require further information for either camp.
Finally I have attached some sporting dates for 2018. This is not a complete list: we have just highlighted big school
events as well as tours. If you would like information on further dates and fixtures, please contact the sports office.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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General
DSG Alumni
Recently the DSG Old Girls and Old Andreans from the Graaff-Reinet Branch met at the beautiful historic Drostdy
Hotel and last week, those from the Cape Town Branch also got together for a convivial evening.
At both functions, those present enjoyed a delicious dinner and were brought up to date with campus news by
speeches from the SAC Headmaster, Alan Thompson, and Deputy Head of DSG, Dionne Redfern.
Other guests included Mark Cotton, Vice Chairman of the OA Club, and Jan Ross (née Mullins), 2017/2018 President
of the DSG Guild.

Graaff-Reinet Branch
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