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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
As I write this, most of our Matrics are sitting their first
exam, and I know that there are many of us within the DSG
family whose thoughts are with them and are wondering
how they are faring. We are all certainly hoping that there
are no unpleasant surprises in the papers and that each
girl gives a good account of herself.
At present, I am in Johannesburg. I attended a function
last night to which all the parents of our 2018 new girls
(and boys who will be coming to St Andrew’s) were
invited and over the next two evenings, I will be attending
a marketing presentation to prospective parents and the
OA/DSGOG Dinner. And during the day, I have been in
the process of interviewing Grade 6 girls for our 2019
intake. All of this is a reminder to me of how special DSG
is and what a privilege it is to be part of this community.
In contrast to my usual habit (of spending very little time
in my car), I have been in the car for long periods each
day, listening to the radio. Regularly, the subject of the
matric exams seems to come up in various forums and
discussions during broadcasts, allowing me to reflect on
this subject. While we tend to get nervous for our Matrics
and feel the need to support them as far as we are able,
we do so secure in the knowledge that they face none
of the stark realities of thousands of others writing matric at the moment. Because of the massive investment (and
sacrifices) parents and members of the DSG community have made in them, and due to the sincere commitment and
professionalism of their teachers, our girls are fully prepared for these Finals and we can be confident that each of
them is likely to achieve results that are anticipated.
The second reflection I make from Johannesburg is what a special group of parents, old girls, teachers, girls and
friends make up our community. Reports from the UK are that there are Old Girls and OAs there expressing a
real desire to send their daughters to South Africa and back to us. Last evening, I witnessed the Gauteng parents’
committee at work, welcoming new parents and boys and girls into the fold. This happened under the very gracious
and generous hospitality of Ian and Pam Ferguson who are DSG and College parents. They will open their home once
again this evening for the next function. I thank them most sincerely on behalf of DSG.
I thank you all for your support and loyalty to our extraordinarily special school.

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Cultural
Music At Prize-Giving
This year’s Prize-Giving ceremony up at the Monument Theatre was run like a well-oiled train courtesy of the inimitable
skills of Mr Wesley Deintje. The rendition of Vangelis’s Conquest of Paradise showed off a 50-piece orchestra plus
a 100-voice choir and was a crowd-pleaser of note. The other musical offerings by Tamia Mfazi (saxophone), Claire
Squires (cello) and the String Ensemble all served to lighten the proceedings. A veritable smorgasbord of musical
delights!
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150th Celebration of Clumber Methodist Church
This is a rather unique and special story. A tiny group of settlers known as the Nottingham Party arrived on the shores
of the Eastern Cape in 1820. Against all odds they set up a community (now known as Clumber) near Bathurst and
established their first church there in 1824. For various reasons, it was the third church built on Mercy Hill in 1867 that
survived. This remarkable demonstration of tenacity and faith was fittingly celebrated this past weekend.
The DSG/SAC Wind Orchestra were invited to perform on the Saturday as part of whole-day celebratory concert. In
a big marquee at the foot of Mercy Hill, they acquitted themselves in exemplary fashion and were very well received
by a large audience.
On Sunday, the DSG Chapel Choir travelled to the same venue to join hundreds of worshippers in a glorious communion
service that was a suitable way to celebrate 150 years of demonstrable faith in God. Although the three-hour service
did test the endurance of the girls, they produced some beautiful singing that lifted everyone’s spirits and in the words
of the Bishop Elect, Revd Freemantle, they were like “a chorus of angels come down to earth to bless us!”
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Open Music Concert
The first of two consecutive concerts in preparation for the Trinity College Examinations next week, took place on
25 October in the Music School. It was, as always, a performance filled with a variety of styles, standards and
levels of success. The only truly common denominator was NERVES! Some performers dealt with these better
than others. Juliette Ridley set us off on a good course by producing a beautifully controlled Mozart Andante in C
for Flute. All the performances were appreciated but of particular interest was the guitar trio of Emma Paul, Tammin
Knott and their teacher Mr Fuller; the rich sonorous sounds of Philip Beynon’s trombone (on his birthday!); Yoliswa
Mdlankomo’s original composition, Feelings; and Justin Stoddart’s well-controlled rendition of an excellent Leonard
Bernstein composition. Cebokazi Mtshemla brought the concert to a happy conclusion by her animated and extrovert
performance of a Cossack Dance for violin which she delivered from memory.

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture

Carma-Marie Müller

Cebokazi Mtshemla and Mrs Rocher

Carla Coltman

Emma Paul, Tammin Knot and Mr Fuller
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Community Engagement
On Friday afternoon, Somi Matyolweni, Alyssa Ross and Kelly Shaw took our ‘adopted’ children, Masixole and
Aphelele from Child Welfare, to the local Wimpy for a treat. The Interact Club’s commitment to Child Welfare involves
taking a special interest in these boys. Thus, there is regular interaction with them, birthday celebrations and financial
sponsorship. This is definitely a two-way commitment – the girls seem to get as much enjoyment from their interactions
with Masixole and Aphelele as the boys themselves do!
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Sport
We have come off a busy week, yet an even busier time
lies ahead of us this weekend! However, even though
the sports programme does continue to 4 November, this
is the last full weekend of sport for the year. From next
week, our sport commitments are considerably reduced
and the girls will be able to focus on their exams from
next week.
To give you an idea of what lies in store for the rest of
this week:
On Thursday there is the PJ RapportRyers 5km fun run.
This is an event we have always fully supported as funds
are raised for the local community. We are delighted that
so far, as many as 40 girls have already signed up.
On Friday we host Ipswich High School from the UK who
are here on a hockey and netball tour. Our U15A and B
teams will be playing netball on Friday while our U14A
hockey team will play hockey against the tourists.
The Albany tennis championships take place on Saturday
and Sunday with a number of our girls signed up to take
part.
Also on Saturday, we are hosting Pearson, Alexander Road and Woodridge for water polo fixtures. The day starts at
08h30 and will end at 15h00.
This past week, our tennis players played Port Alfred High School – the 2nd team travelled to Port Alfred to play the
Port Alfred HS 1st team and in a close encounter, went down by three matches to five. Our U15B tennis team played
Port Alfred’s U15As, winning the encounter by five matches to one.
In athletics, 12 of our athletes participated in the Bay Open Athletics meeting at the Westbourne Oval in Port Elizabeth
on Friday evening with various schools and clubs from around the Eastern Cape. This is a unique event in that the
track distances are different from the standard meetings and hence draws a lot of interest from the local athletics
community. Kendal Rose once again excelled and won the girls U18 3000 m. Her points (off her time) also placed her
as the top-ranked female track athlete of all age groups at the meeting. Other girls who placed in their various events
were:
•
Asemahle Mnqojana: won the girls U18 high jump and the long jump,
•
Kirsty McLean: won the girls U18 300m and finished second in the long jump,
•
Duki Sonuga: won the girls U16 long jump,
•
Toni Rafferty: won the girls U18 600m,
•
Emily McLean: second in the girls U16 600m and third in the 1 mile
•
Emma Davidson: second in the U16 high jump and third in the 150m.

Asemahle
Mnqojana

Kirsty McLean

Duki Sonuga

Toni Rafferty
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Kendall Rose top ranked female athlete
On Friday, Collegiate brought their U15A and B and their U14B water polo teams through for matches in our aquatic
centre. Six of our teams had the opportunity to play a match against Collegiate, winning four and losing two. Results
are on the sports portal.
Our 1st water polo team travelled to Johannesburg to take part in the St Stithians Stayers Tournament. Having been
drawn in a tough pool, the team played their hearts out and were generally very competitive against a number of
highly rated teams, but unfortunately a draw with Chisipite (Zimbabwe) was the only return in points from the pool
matches. This saw us in the bottom half of the draw. The loss to Kingswood in the cross pool match was a great
disappointment after our success against them a few weeks back. Wins against Pretoria Girls’ and Fourways saw the
team finish in 17th position.
The U14A and U14B water polo teams travelled to East London to take part in the Peter Cuff U14 water polo tournament,
hosted by Hudson Park. The U14Bs had a great tour, taking fifth place, while the U14As had an even better time,
beating all comers in the pool and cross pool matches to end up in the final where they had to play Stirling (one of the
powerhouses of schoolgirl water polo in South Africa). A tight affair saw DSG take the early lead, but Stirling fought
back to pull it back to 2-1. DSG pushed the lead to 3-1 but again were pegged back to 3-2, before a final goal for DSG
sealed the 4-2 win and the gold medal. A fantastic performance by the team.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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DSG U14A water polo captain Frankie Behr receiving the trophy.

DSG U14 water polo team
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OCTOBER/NOVEMBER EXAM TIMETABLE - FINAL (3 Nov clarified)
GRADE 11

Fri 27 Oct

Normal School

07h50

Normal School
Gr 10 & 11 Music Prac Exams

Swot Day
Thinking Skills Exam IT Labs (BOYS)
07h50 - 10h00 Session 1
10h20 - 12h30 Session 2
Gr 10 & 11 Music Prac Exams
Dramatic Arts (Practical) (4 h)
Info Tech (Practical) (2 h)

Normal School

Normal School

07h50
13h50
07h50

Normal School

Normal School

Normal School

Normal School
Trinity Music Exams

Normal School
Trinity Music Exams

07h50

Normal School
Trinity Music Exams

Normal School
Trinity Music Exams

Normal School
Trinity Music Exams

07h50

Normal School
Trinity Music Exams
IeBT Maths Exam (CH)

English A Level (2 h)
French P1 (2h)
Afrikaans HL P1 (Lees) (2 ½ h)
Afrikaans FAL P1 (Lees) (2 ½ h)
Xhosa FAL P1 (2 h)
Mandarin P1 (2 h)
CAT (2 h)
Trinity Music Exams
Dramatic Arts (Theory) (2 h)
Inf Tech (Theory) (2 h)
Music (Theory) (3 h)
Design (Theory) (3 h)
Trinity Music Exams
Life Sciences (3 h)
Trinity Music Exams

Normal School
Trinity Music Exams

Normal School
Trinity Music Exams

Thurs 2 Nov

10h40

Normal School
Trinity Music Exams

13h50

Life Sciences Prac 1½ h
Swot period begins at 15h30

French P2 (2 h)

07h50

Swot Day
Trinity Music Exams

Physical Science P2 (Chemistry) (2 h)
Business Studies (2 h)
Trinity Music Exams

Normal School
Trinity Music Exams

Normal School
Trinity Music Exams

07h50

Dramatic Arts Prac (5 h)
IT Prac (3 h)
Trinity Music Exams

History (2½ h)
Trinity Music Exams

Normal School
Trinity Music Exams

Normal School
Trinity Music Exams

07h50

Life Sciences P2 (2 h)

Accounting (2½ h)
Visual Arts (2½ h)

Cycle Test then RAP Day

Cycle Test then RAP Day
Grade 8 Music End of Term Prac

13h50
07h50

French P1 (2 h)
English P1 (Reading) (3 h)

Mathematics P1 (2 h)
A Level Maths P1 (IEB Exam) (2 h)
Maths Literacy P1 (2 h)

Normal School
Grade 9 Music End of Term Prac

Normal School

07h50

Business P1 (1½ h)
Phys Science P1 (Physics) (2½ h)

Geography P1 (2 h)
Mandarin P2 (2 h)

Normal School

Normal School

13h50
07h50

Business P2 (1 h)
Mathematics P1 (3 h)
Maths Literacy P1 (3 h)

Geography P2 (1 h)
Mathematics P2 (2 h)
A Level Maths P2 (A Level Exam) (2 h)
Maths Literacy Project Due

Normal School

Normal School

07h50

Accounting P1 (2 h)
Visual Art (3 h)

Physical Science P1 (Physics) (2 h)

Normal School

Normal School

13h50
07h50

Accounting P2 (1½ h)
Afrikaans HL P2 (Skryf) (2 h)
Afrikaans FAL P1 (Lees) (2½ h)
isiXhosa FAL P2 (Writing) (2½ h)
CAT Prac (2 h)
History P1 (2 h)
Cambridge Thinking Skill P1

English HL (2½ h)

Normal School

Normal School

JJFRJ Departs

Normal School

Normal School

Normal School
Normal School

Normal School
Normal School

Normal School
History (1½ h)

Normal School
Normal School

Mon 6 Nov

Tues 7 Nov

Wed 8 Nov

Thurs 9 Nov

Fri 10 Nov

Mon 13 Nov

Tues 14 Nov

Wed 15 Nov

Thurs 16 Nov

07h50
11h00
07h50

Design Theory (3 h)
Drama Theory (2½ h)
IT Theory (2 h)
Music P1 (2½ h)

13h50
07h50
13h50
07h50
07h50

Music P2 (1½ h)
Geography P1 (3 h)
Geography P2 (1½ h)
A Level Maths (2 h)
Afrikaans HL P1 (Lees) (3 h)
isiXhosa FAL (Reading) (2½ h)
CAT (Theory) (2 h)
Mandarin P1 (2 h)

Fri 17 Nov

Mon 20 Nov
Tues 21 Nov

Wed 22 Nov
13h50
07h50

EMS (1½ h)
English P2 (Extended writing) (1½ h)

Afrikaans FAL (1½ h)
isiXhosa FAL (1½ h)
French FAL (1½ h)
Mandarin FAL (1½ h)

10h50

Thurs 23 Nov

Fri 24 Nov
Mon 27 Nov

Afrikaans FAL (2 h)
isiXhosa FAL (2 h)
French FAL (1½ h)
Mandarin FAL (1½ h)

13h50

isiXhosa SAL (1 h)
Music (1 ½ h)
Classical Civilizations (1½ h)
Spanish SAL (1 h)
French SAL (1 h)
Mandarin SAL (1 h)
Latin SAL (1½ h)
German SAL (1 h)

07h50
10h50

Life Sciences P1 (2 h)

English (2 h)

07h50
11h20
07h50

Phys Science P2 (Chemistry) (2½ h)

Mathematics (2 h)

History P2 (3 h)
Mandarin P2 (2 h)

Mandarin SAL (1 h)
Music (1 h)
Classical Civilizations (2 h)
Spanish SAL (1½ h)
French SAL (1½ h)
isiXhosa SAL (1 h)
Latin SAL (2 h)
German SAL (1½ h)

English (2 h)
Geography (1½ h)

Tues 28 Nov

11h20
Wed 29 Nov
Thurs 30 Nov

13h50
07h50
13h50
07h50
10h20
07h50

Fri 1 Dec

History (1½ h)
English A Level (2 h)

Creative Arts (1½ h)
D & T (2 h) in D&T Centre

Life Orientation Discursive Essay (2 h)
French P2 (2 h)

Natural Science (1½ h)

Mathematics P2 (3 h)
Maths Literacy P2 (3 h)

Geography (1½ h)

Grade 11 Outdoor Ed Departs

Grade 9 Outdoor Ed Departs

11h20
Sat 2 Dec

GRADE 8

Normal School

Wed 1 Nov

Fri 3 Nov

GRADE 9

Normal School
Life Sciences Prac 1½ h
Swot Leave begins at 15h30

Mon 30 Oct

Tues 31 Oct

GRADE 10

Normal School
13h50

07h00
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Mathematics (2 h)
D & T (2 h) BOYS in D&T Centre
D & T (2 h) GIRLS in D&T Centre

Natural Science (1½ h)
Grade 8 Outdoor Ed Departs

