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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
My grateful thanks to the many of you who joined us for another momentous Balloon Week. It is a time that seems to
be extending (forwards) as more and more events are squeezed in but these are occasions that provide opportunities
to bid farewell, give thanks, honour our Lord and celebrate excellence. As women of gravitas (with thanks to Tamia),
we do this with humility and with an acknowledgement that there are always areas where we can do better or which
have been neglected.
These occasions are also opportunities to afford parents and friends a glimpse into the heart and soul of DSG. It is
my hope that those of you who shared these experiences with us last week will have had a sense of young women
who are united in a sisterhood of friendship and loyalty; who are grappling with contemporary issues with venerable
levels of emotional and intellectual maturity; who are prepared to make a commitment to their faith; who show grit,
determination and resilience in their pursuits for success in various fields; and above all, are also having a whole lot
of fun!
Upon reflecting on this past Balloon Week, I believe that the Council, staff, parents and wider DSG community have
much to be thankful for and in which to take great pride.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic
Important Matric Information
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

2017 IEB results will be released at midnight on 2 January
Closing date for re-mark applications is 10 January
Remark results will be released on 5 February
Closing date for Supplementary Applications is 12 February
Supplementary results will be released on 29 March

Examination Updates
Three Matric examinations (Computer Applications Technology, AP English and AP Maths) would have already been
written by the time you read this newsletter. It is strange not to see the Matric girls walking to class and we spare a
thought for them as they prepare for the bulk of their exams in the next few weeks. A steady flow of tea and biscuits
and lots of TLC is what is needed now to keep them calm!
By now, the Grade 10s should be compiling their notes for their examinations, which begin on Friday next week with a
Life Science Prac. The Grade 11s, 9s and 8s follow suit shortly thereafter. To assist the Grade 8 and 9 girls, the Grade
Heads will compile a document of what needs to be revised. The final draft of the exam timetable for Grades 8–11 is
attached to this newsletter for your interest.
At this stage of the year, it is imperative that the girls get enough sleep, maintain a healthy diet and get some exercise
to relieve the stress they inevitably start to feel. Please encourage your daughters to get their notes in order and start
making revision notes so that we avoid the ‘lastminute.com’ scenario.
Eskom Expo for Young Scientists International Science Fair,
Johannesburg, October 2017
Lauren Poole recently returned from the Eskom Expo for Young
Scientists International Science Fair held in Johannesburg where
she joined over 600 young scientists from all over South Africa as
well as Brazil, Mozambique, Ghana and Nigeria - all after the over
R4 million worth of prizes and awards on offer, including bursaries for
South African and overseas universities.
Lauren’s project on using natural bioabsorbent materials for the
removal of heavy metals from water was very well received. She
was awarded a silver medal after a rigorous judging procedure
including a poster presentation and interviews. She was also the
winner of a prestigious H J van der Bijl Award valued at R7000 for
her project that was described as “outstanding; showing awareness
and understanding of a current technological challenge and offering
an innovative solution”. Her project was also highly rated in terms
of the level of work for her school age (Grade 10) and the quality of
documentation and presentation.
The Expo was a great learning experience for Lauren who had to
steer her way through a number of interviews including a TV interview
and a meeting with the Minister of Education. She is a very motivated
young woman who has reaped the rewards of many hours of hard
work and dedication to this project. She was a wonderful ambassador
for DSG and we are very proud of her. Well done Lauren!

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Head: Academic
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Spiritual
The annual Confirmation Service took place on the Monday of Balloon
Week at which 47 girls were confirmed by the Bishop of Grahamstown,
Bishop Ebenezer Ntlali. The laying on of hands for the anointing of the
Holy Spirit was a blessing that they had been preparing for over the
past 18 months through their confirmation preparation. In his sermon,
Bishop Ebenezer spoke to the girls of their need to rely on God the
Holy Spirit for guidance and direction in their life.
It is with pleasure and pride that we congratulate Ms Shelley Frayne,
who was licensed as a lay minister in a moving ceremony during the
Confirmation Service.
In his address to Ms Frayne, the Bishop said: “Christians by their
Baptism are called to share in the ministry of Christ to his people
and in his mission to the work. Within that calling, Ms Frayne is now
licensed as a lay minister with authority to preach the word, assist
with the administration of Holy Communion and to assist with the
ministry of the Chapel, as and when called upon to do so.”

Father Rob Penrith
Chaplain
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Community Engagement

Service learning at Good Shepherd
Aristotle said, “Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at all.” This rings true, especially in our
modern society which is characterised by inequality, poverty and a lack of access to quality education. Good Shepherd
is a beacon of hope within the local Grahamstown community and the committed staff strive on a daily basis to deliver
an education of an exemplary standard to the learners who attend school there.
Our schools share a long history, with the first St Andrew’s College classes taking place in the building that houses the
Good Shepherd Admin Block. The relationship between the schools is held very close to the heart of many.
Miss Laura De Lange saw an opportunity to take Maths education outside of the classroom whilst turning the experience
into a service learning project for her Grade 10 Mathematical Literacy class. At the end of September, the Grade 10
Mathematical Literacy class presented a collection of mathematical games to the Grade 5 learners at Good Shepherd
School. This allowed for meaningful interaction between the learners from both schools as well as a valuable learning
experience.
Erin Southey, a DSG learner describes her experience as follows:
"Mathematical games are valuable to kids because they are learning or developing basic maths skills in a fun way and
environment. They are valuable to us as the teachers as we learn a lot of patience, we develop our communication
skills and we get a greater understanding of the game and its topic as we take the time to learn the subject well enough
to teach it to others. In the service learning experience, the kids had so much fun trying to figure out the answers and
asking their friends for help. Our class responded really well to the experience as we were all really patient and always
encouraged them to keep trying."
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DSG hosted parents from all over South Africa and beyond during our annual Balloon Week celebrations. On Monday
9 October we celebrated the creativity of our pupils when the opening of the Art and Design Exhibition took place. The
level of art and design was astounding and the Jazz Band entertained the guests as they enjoyed the art on display
in Centenary Hall and the design in the Arthur Cotton Design and Technology Centre.
Art Prize Winners:
Danielle Stanley Grade 12 DSG
Aaron Adriaan Grade 12 SAC
Philip Beynon and James MacKenzie Juniors SAC
Olivia Riley and Lilly Bijleveld Juniors DSG
Design Prize Winners:
Design Flame Prize – Zoë Ballantyne, Grade 10 DSG
Grade 11 Exhibition winner – Emma Sutherland DSG with special commendation to Teagan Thompson DSG and
Oscar Liss SAC
Grade 12 Exhibition winner – Lloyd Destro SAC

Danielle Stanley Grade 12 Art
prize winner with DSG Head, Ms
Shelley Frayne

Zoë Ballantyne was awarded the
Design Flame Prize
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The Art prize in the junior section
was won by Olivia Riley and Lilly
Bijleveld
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Sport
Balloon week is a wonderful time of celebration and of course, sport plays its part in contributing to the success of the
week. The relays, sports dinner and athletics are all woven into the fabric of the traditions which are played out over
the seven days.
All the relays are run on the Friday before Balloon Week: while the athletes always compete whole-heartedly, there is
a great atmosphere and a hearty dose of high spirits. At the end of the day, Knowling House won the trophy.
At the Sports Dinner on Monday, we honoured the achievements of our sportswomen. No fewer than 34 awards were
handed out across ten different sporting codes. The dinner is attended by all the girls who have represented DSG at
1st team level over the past year and their parents, while the U14A hockey and netball girls (who in the future may
well be at the dinner in their own capacity as 1st team players) serve at the function.
We were fortunate to have Gregg Clark speak at the dinner as our Guest of Honour. Gregg has played hockey for
South Africa at two Olympics, coached the South African Men’s team at another two Olympics, has coached in the
Indian Hockey League (hockey’s answer to the IPL), has been lead coach to the Indian U21 team and is currently
working as a consultant to Canadian Men’s hockey. He is also the most capped men’s hockey player in SA hockey
history. Gregg has close links to DSG as his niece and god-daughter, Julia Stevens, was at the dinner as a member
of the 1st water polo team, and Julia did a wonderful job of introducing her uncle. Gregg’s speech was special as he
spoke to the girls about ten things we can do with zero talent. A strange topic at the start, but it soon became clear
that he was referring to how anyone can be punctual, be organized, be attentive, be respectful, work hard – and the
list went on. In short, these are the things which make good athletes great. Certainly, the advice is relevant to all our
endeavours – not just sport. I felt that it was great advice for the girls, and it left them and their parents with much to
think about.
The following awards were made:
•

Crewe House won the Interhouse Sports Shield, breaking the dominance of Merriman and Knowling who
have shared the title between them for the past nine years.

•

The Thompson Cup for Sportsmanship was awarded to Julie Jevon
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Crewe House won the Interhouse Sports Shield

Julie Jevon was awarded the Thompson Cup for
Sportsmanship

The Cup for Contribution to Sport at DSG was
awarded to Amy Anderson

The DSG Sportswoman of the Year trophy went to
Emma Van Vuuren

•

The Cup for Contribution to Sport at DSG went to Amy Anderson who has been an amazing ambassador for
both netball and water polo, amassing over 70 and 150 1st team caps for the two sports respectively.

•

The DSG Sportswoman of the Year trophy went to Emma Van Vuuren, who not only captained both the 1st
netball and water polo teams but she was also awarded the player of the year awards for both sports for 2017.
Julie, Amy and Emma are most worthy recipients of these awards.

On Thursday, as is tradition, we held the Athletics Day on Lower Field with St Andrew’s College. The day started out
clear and bright but during the course of the morning the heavens opened with some much needed rain, but requiring
us to cut the prize-giving short. Congratulations to the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Indipile Ndamase: the U14 Victrix Ludorum,
Duki Sonuga: the U15 Victrix Ludorum
Toni Rafferty: the U16 Victrix Ludorum as well as the award for best performance by a track athlete. On the
track, she won the 100m, 200m, 400m, 800m and 1500m events in her age group.
Kirsty McLean; the Open Victrix Ludorum and also best field athlete award. In field events, she won the
shotput, javelin, and discus.
Toni and Kirsty shared the Victrix of Victrix award as they both won five events over the course of the day.
Knowling House emerged as the winners of the Morgan Cup for interhouse athletics much, to the joy of
House Captain, Anita Usoro. Knowling has set the pace for the rest to follow as the interhouse competition
for 2018 has now begun.
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Toni and Kirsty shared the Victrix of Victrix award
There is much on the go around school this week on the sporting front. We
have tennis fixtures against Port Alfred on Wednesday, as well as our internal
water polo league. Our 1st water polo team is in Johannesburg this weekend
playing in the St Stithians Tournament, while our U14A and U14B polo teams
travel to East London for the Peter Cuff Tournament hosted by Hudson Park.
We will be hosting Collegiate in the water polo pool on Friday afternoon for
a round of fixtures, and our athletics team is competing in a meeting in Port
Elizabeth on Friday afternoon and evening.
Some reports from the past couple of weeks as follows:
At the SANESA Nationals held before half-term, Tarryn Whitfield finished
eighth in the country in her individual show jumping class. She also rode as a
member of the Eastern Cape team which finished fourth. Well done to Tarryn
and the team.
Shaelyn Walker swam in the third A league gala of the season in Port Elizabeth
on Saturday, and on Sunday she swam in the first Open Water event of
the season, also in PE. In the gala, Shaelyn won silver in both the 100m
backstroke and 400m freestyle. In the Open Water swim, Shaelyn swam a
senior national qualification time in both the 3 km and 5 km races.
Over the half-term break, Kristen du Plessis competed in the 11GlobalSunCity
Triathlon held at Sun City. Kristen won the U15 female age group as she
completed the 200 m swim, 10 km cycle and 2.5 km run in a time of 54:10:05.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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Knowling House were the
winners of the Morgan Cup for
Interhouse athletics. The prize
was awarded to Anita Usoro by
Mrs Leigh Rose
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General
The Pat Keeton Garden
On Monday 9 October, DSG welcomed Mrs Norton, her son and daughter-in-law, Gavin and Margie Keeton and
grandson, Andrew, for the re-dedication of the garden that had been planted at DSG in memory of her first husband,
Pat Keeton.
Initially, Pat Keeton worked for the Grahamstown Building Society, then he joined Smit, Wheeldon & Rushmere (now
Wheeldon, Rushmere & Cole) as an Accountant, following which he became the DSG Bursar. He was very involved
in the St Andrew’s College and DSG communities: he served as a Member of the Prep Board of Governors (as
Treasurer) for ten years and was made an Honorary Old Preppie (It is worth noting that Gavin, his son holds that same
position of Treasurer on the Prep board and is also Chairman of the Old Prep Association).
Part of his obituary in the newspaper read,
Grahamstown was shocked to hear of the unexpected death of Pat Keeton at the age of 46. The full congregation
in the cathedral is testament to his popularity. Maureen, his widow is Accounting Bursar at College and he was
Bursar of DSG.
The decision by DSG to dedicate a garden to Pat in 1977 is testimony to his work here and the loss felt by the staff and
girls at the time. When the school hall was built, the garden was demolished. The head of DSG. Ms Shelley Frayne
said that it was fitting that we commemorate this space to Mr Pat Keeton once again and that his memory live on in
our History as it does in the hearts of his family. Ms Frayne noted that Mr Keeton had obviously been a much-loved
member of our community who was a committed and loyal servant to our schools. His legacy is seen in his son and
grandson who have inherited the same commitment to people and to service.
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