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John Axe Arts Week: Ballroom dancing from SHIFT
Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
For many girls, being selected as a prefect is considered to be the pinnacle of success and an affirming of them as
people. So, it is understandable that the selection process and its aftermath is often fraught with anxiety, disappointment
and even anger. I believe that it is very important that we as adults do not allow prefect selection to become a measure
of a girl’s self-worth and that, as far as possible, the process is kept in perspective. It is well known that the attributes
of school leaders do not necessarily translate into leadership in the corporate world or in the job market. For one thing,
girls are at diverse levels of development from an intellectual and emotional perspective and secondly, some of their
attributes are better suited to a particular context.
Given the limited number of prefects who can be appointed, there will be some outstanding girls who are not selected.
Further, while I believe our selection process is as objective as possible, there will inevitably always be an element of
subjectivity. In the past, in the aftermath of the announcement of prefects, there has sadly often been finger-pointing,
nastiness and also what actually amounts to slander. It is my hope that through this communication I will be able to
pre-empt some of the knocks that have at times been taken by girls and their parents, as well as some of the negative
reactions from the community.
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At the start of this term, I wrote a letter to the Grade 11 girls inviting them to respond. I have attached this letter for
your interest and also to assist the DSG community in understanding the school’s views on prefectship. Although the
letter has been attached, I would like to highlight two paragraphs by repeating them here:
As I said to you, DSG regards prefectship as a form of service and not for bestowing status, privilege or reward
on a select group of girls. If you have been involved in community engagement, cultural activities, sporting
endeavours and/or done well academically, there are criteria and structures in place at DSG for you to be
acknowledged and rewarded specifically in those arenas.
If you offer to serve DSG as a prefect next year, your role will be to serve the school in a specific area. You
will also commit to being a role model and a good ambassador for our school in that your behaviour will reflect
what we stand for and the values we hold dear, both within our community and further afield.
Prior to sending the Grade 11s the letter, I met with the girls and explained how the selection process would work,
what criteria they should apply when nominating their peers for prefectship (or considering the role for themselves)
and what DSG’s expectations of prefects was. I encouraged them to consider carefully whether they were prepared
to stand for prefectship. In so doing, each girl had to decide whether she was prepared to accept the responsibility,
expectations and service that accompanied the position.
In the weekly assembly, the selection process was explained to the whole school, together with cautioning the girls
about speculation and hurtful talk. At the same time, we have attempted to teach some lessons in voter education and
responsible citizenship.
The results of the voting process are used to inform the selection process but are only one of the criteria. A selection
committee comprising the Headmistress, the Deputy Heads, the Heads of Houses, the Chaplain, and the Grade 11
Head, as well as the current Head Girl, Deputy Head Girl and Head of House, has interviewed the girls who were
shortlisted and a proposal on the appointment of prefects will be presented to the staff Senior Management Team for
discussion. It is important to note that prefects are selected by the committee: it is highly unlikely that one person’s
view would prevail over that of the group.
As the DSG family, we will announce and induct the 2017/8 prefects next week. While we will celebrate their appointment
with them, we will also seek to encourage and comfort those who are disappointed and may feel less worthy. In this
process, we must acknowledge that we cannot shield our girls from every hurt or disappointment and that the knocks
in life contribute to them developing into the empathetic, well-rounded, strong women we aspire for them to be.
Regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic
Important IEB dates for Matrics:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

2017 IEB results will be released at midnight on 2 January
Closing date for re-mark applications is 10 January
Remark results will be released on 5 February
Closing date for supplementary applications is 12 February
Supplementary results will be released on 29 March

French Department – Delf
In May, 81 students who take French, either as a First or Second Additional Language wrote the DELF exam.
The DELF examination is an international diploma, recognised anywhere in the world. It is completed at a national
level, with every school or Alliance Francaise writing the same examination paper on the same day and at the same
time. It certifies competencies of non-native French speakers in the French language.
Each learner is evaluated in four competencies of the language: listening comprehension, reading comprehension,
writing and oral. All our papers are marked at the Alliance Francaise in Port Elizabeth. Once the students have passed
the examination, the marks are sent to Paris in France. There, the diplomas are printed and sent to South Africa.
Girls who have attained a B2 level are able to register at a French University in France or in a French-speaking country.
Congratulations to the following girls who were awarded their certificates recently:
A1
Tyla Ajay
Carla Norris
Rhianna Mwami
Athena Karagwa
Cleo Ntuthu
Julia Basson
Jemma Clowes
Anna Sprague
Tulsi Patel
Gigi Pfaff
Anita Usoro
Lilliana Lublinkhof (Best Mark)
Lauren Kirby
Lauren Carmichael
Saffron Gifford
Genevieve Powell (Best Mark)
Stevenson Sarah
Krista Hill
Abigail Clayton

Daniella Benjamin
Eleonora Da Molo (Best Mark)
Olivia Wright
Maxine Barnes
Gabriella Walker
Alexandra Duckworth-Loizeau
Megan Taylor
Emma Stijkel
Alicia Muzanga
B1
Kirstie Stevenson
B2
Danielle Stanley

A2
Duki Sonuga
Casey Deetlefs
Acacia Bell

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Head: Academic
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The Good Shepherd School celebrated its 133rd birthday in the Cathedral on Wednesday 27 September. Yola Sishuba
attended on behalf of the school to present a birthday gift of R1000 worth of books for their library. This money came
out of our DSG Chapel collection.
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Cultural

Heritage Day
On Heritage Day, DSG girls proudly displayed the dress of their culture. The recognition of our wonderful diversity
was extended to our celebration of the Xhosa culture in an entertaining evening of poetry (in a number of different
languages), rhythmical dances and songs to lift the spirits.

One of the clubs offered on Wednesday afternoons has been
Elementary Electronics, organised by Benji Euvrard. The last session
was held on Wednesday. Congratulations to Eyethu Mdiza (shown in
the photograph) who completed the course. It was noted that not
only did she bring enthusiasm and an element of fun to the weekly
sessions, but also asked insightful questions along the way. Well
done, Eyethu!
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The John Axe Arts Week Ends In A Blaze Of Glory!

The Wind Orchestra Goes To War
On Thursday at 5pm, the Wind Orchestra presented a short but innovative concert of music associated with warfare
in some way or other. The Pipe Band were guest performers and they gave the concert a stirring introduction by
appearing in the Music School’s outdoor amphitheatre to the distant accompaniment of lightning and thunder! They
finished with Amazing Grace before their drummers moved inside the auditorium to join the Wind Orchestra in a
striking performance of a Renaissance tune called L’Homme Armé from Karl Jenkins’ The Armed Man: A Mass for
Peace. There was music from the Civil War Suite by Harold Walters, the famous Colonel Bogey March by Kenneth
Alford and a cheeky Pink Panther Theme. It was a thrilling concert presented to a standing-room-only audience. In
fact the auditorium was so full that many music lovers stood outside and listened. Congratulations must go to the
leaders, Abi Wood and Cameron Lovemore.
Chamber Choir Concert
The Drill hall last Thursday evening was alive with the sound of music. The illustrious Rhodes University Chamber Choir
joined our own Chamber Choir in concert. The rich, balanced and sonorous tone of the adult choir was impressive.
The sense of ensemble as well as the clear diction in the scholars’ choir are all testament to their hard work and the
commitment of their choirmaster, Mr Jovan Heynsen. A short but demanding repertoire was on display from each choir
with a few combined items. The highlights were undoubtedly the two Eric Whitacre compositions Lux Aurumque and
Sleep. There is a repeat of this concert in the Rhodes Chapel on Wednesday 4th October at 7pm.
SHIFT
SHIFT was created by the Visual Arts Department in 2014. The show is intended to be a ‘happening’ that celebrates
the collaboration of all the Arts offered at DSG and SAC. An Art happening is a performance, event, or situation meant
to be considered art, usually as performance art.
SHIFT 2017 included performances from over thirty different students. This year we also tried to invite students
that have hidden talents, for example, Jonathan Gouws our resident magician. For many of these youngsters this
was their first time on stage and the crowd went mad with support. The talent demonstrated on Sunday night was
overwhelming and SHIFT showcased many youngsters who were proficient visual artists, singers, musicians and
dancers. This was also the first time that the ball room dancers officially performed for both schools. Although this is
a relatively new initiative at DSG/College the dancers did an excellent job and there are plans for more collaborated
projects in the near future.
We look forward to seeing you all at SHIFT 2018!

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture
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Kirstie Stevenson and Gemma MacRobert were awarded Dance Honours
Gemma MacRobert
Gemma has been a dedicated member of the Dance Studio, diligently participating in her dance lessons for three
days a week during her Grade 8 and 9 years, and then up to six days a week during the following three years at
DSG. Gemma has participated at the highest level in dancing and choreography and has been involved in organising
numerous productions and events during her DSG career.
In 2013 she passed the Royal Academy of Dance Intermediate Foundation Ballet examination with merit. She studied,
danced and passed with merit the Royal Academy of Dance’s Intermediate Ballet Examination in 2015 and will be
dancing her Advanced 1 Ballet Examination on 20 October this year.
In 2016 Gemma danced her Preliminary Modern examination in the AIDT method for which she achieved Honours
with Distinction, as well as her Elementary Modern examination for which she was awarded Highly Commended.
Gemma successfully choreographed and danced in performances for Youth Day celebrations in 2016 and 2017.
Gemma’s performances in productions have included Drop! and Cinderella in the 2013 and 2015 dance productions
of One Night at the Flamingo Lounge and the 2016 production of Wild Things.
Gemma participated in the Prize-Giving dance performances in 2016 and will dance again at the 2017 Prize-Giving.
Gemma served as the DSG co-dance captain in 2017 where her organisational skills were invaluable and her
commitment to the dance studio was unwavering.
DSG Dance would like to award Dance Honours to Gemma for her achievements as a performer, a choreographer
and an organiser. She has been a most valuable member of the DSG Dance studio in its entirety, an inspiration to her
fellow dancers and her teachers!
Kirstie Stevenson
Upon Kirstie Stevenson’s arrival at DSG in 2014 one of her first stops was the Dance Studio. The joy with which this
young woman approaches everyday life soon spilled over into her daily dance classes and her career as a DSG
dancer was off to a flying start.
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Kirstie has participated at the highest level in productions and events during her DSG career, never missing an
opportunity to perform and create.
Having passed her Royal Academy of Dance Intermediate Foundation Ballet examination in Hong Kong in 2013,
Kirstie continued her ballet studies at DSG and achieved a merit during her Intermediate Ballet examination in 2015.
She will also be dancing her Advanced 1 Ballet examination on 20 October this year.
In 2016 Kirstie danced both her Preliminary and Elementary Modern Dance Examinations in the AIDT method and
received Honours with Distinction and Honours respectively for these examinations.
Kirstie’s Dance CV at DSG reads like a dance calendar with participation in every dance event during each year:
She has participated in INSTEP every year, both as a dancer and choreographer.
She has also been a part of the groups performing dance pieces for our annual Youth Day celebrations.
Kirstie participated in one or more dance performances during every year’s John Axe Arts week and has also been on
stage dancing during Prize-Giving in 2014 and 2015 and will once again, be featured during the 2017 Prize-Giving.
During DSG Dance’s productions of One Night at the Flamingo Lounge and Wild Things, Kirstie was a member of the
Advanced group of ballet and contemporary dancers.
In 2017 Kirstie served as dance captain.
Kirstie is a passionate and energetic dancer who always gives 100% to each performance. We would like to award
Dance Honours to Kirstie for her achievements as a most captivating and committed performer. She has been an
asset to the DSG Dance studio in its entirety: her fellow dancers and her teachers!

Community Engagement
Reading Assisntance Club
On Wednesday, the Good Shepherd pupils arrived for a
Reading Assistance Club with our girls. This is a weekly
club that that serves two purposes: firstly to serve our
wider community and secondly to provide the girls with
an opportunity to engage with others and to offer service.

Over the past few years, the DSG Interact Club has
‘adopted’ a child, Aphelele, from Ikhaya Losizo Child
Welfare. The girls visit him regularly and perhaps the
highlight of the year (for girls and Aphelele) is celebrating
his birthday. Alyssa Ross, who runs regular service hours
to Ikhaya Losizo, organised a generous and entertaining
birthday party for Aphelele. She was assisted by a
number of Grade 11 girls who despite it being a cold,
rainy afternoon, gave the young man a party worth
remembering.
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In The Jungle
Victoria Barnes, Izzy de Beer, Sabine Renaud, Louisa Da
Molo, Josie Hickey, Babette Swart, Alyssa Ross, Jules
Murray, Asia Hickey, Michelle de Kock and Lisa Huber
served on the committee in the organisation of the large
fund-raising party on Saturday night called “In the Jungle”.
The funds from this event are going to be used to support
a maths teacher and assist with the feeding scheme at
Good Shepherd School. The event was an enormous
success with the pupils dancing to the deep base beats
of the well-known DJ, Chunda Munki.
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Loseby Year-End Function
On Thursday, the Loseby School programme, which provides enrichment classes to children from a number of schools
in East Grahamstown, hosted their end-of-year function where the pupils were given their attendance certificates. The
afternoon consisted of some team building games provided by the Hobbiton team followed by a braai. The children
were delighted with the event and the food provided. I would like to thank the following DSG staff who have assisted
in making this program a success: transport manager, Sean Bryan and the drivers, Ivor Miskin and his catering staff,
Ms Tshabalala, Ms Mlilo, Ms Vincent, Ms Radebe, Ms Skipper, Mrs Baker, Ms Maiwashe and Ms Mavuso. Their
dedication to the programme has made this outreach possible this year.

Lucy Ter Morshuizen was awarded the Bronze Standard for the President’s Award

Rev Sue Paton
Community Engagement
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Sixty girls from DSG Junior and Senior school participate in the 2017 Kenton Rhino Run on Sunday and
they won the trophy for the best support

Sport
I had a most affirming week, not only from watching my Grade 3 daughter competing in her last Prep athletics day
but also from being at various other athletic meetings held over the last two weeks. The immense effort which these
young children put into everything they do and their enjoyment at participating is a joy to behold. There is no cynicism
in their approach, everyone gives of their best and it warms the hearts of the spectators.
Having a young daughter who is moving from Prep to the DSG Junior School at the end of this year is helping me to
better clarify and understand my brief. Prep runs a comprehensive sports programme and all the children seem fully
engaged. Our challenge remains to maintain this attitude through our girls’ journey to adulthood, during which time,
life will throw them many curved balls and they will experience ups and downs.
We had a sports indaba a few weeks ago where we identified how the sporting landscape of the 21st century has
changed. We established that as facilitators of the compulsory sports programme at school, we perhaps need to have
less of a carrot-and-stick approach and focus more on educating girls about the benefits of regular exercise and how
regular sport, when it becomes part of a lifestyle, can contribute significantly to good health. Therefore, we felt that
perhaps we need to offer more non-threatening, alternative sports and/or exercise options that run concurrently with
our existing programme. In this way, we can open avenues for even the most non-athletic of our girls to find a place
to develop an appreciation for exercise and a healthy lifestyle.
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There is of course the other side: there are girls who are gifted sportswomen for whom we need to cater. These are
the girls who want to achieve sporting success and are prepared to be pushed to a high-performance level. We need
to provide extra training opportunities, greater access to sports science, and appropriate competition.
As I walked around the campus yesterday afternoon, I saw our girls actively engaged with social tennis, B-squad
swimming, road running, the internal water polo league, social fitness, Pilates and step classes, as well as using
our gym. I know that the current offering to our girls is good; however, there is still more that we can do, and we will
continue to endeavour to look for activities that will excite the girls.
Last week, I reported that the Anne Bandy Athletics meeting had been cancelled because of the weather and that it
would be re-scheduled. This week the disappointing news came through from Kingswood that the event, which is one
of the highlights of Term 3 for our athletes, had been cancelled after a new date could not be arranged. Not only were
we bitterly disappointed at the news, but we again became aware of the need to offer our few competitive athletes
opportunities for competition during the course of our very short season. We are looking at adding opportunities to the
programme for our athletes to compete during the remainder of this season and the next season.
There are a few things on the go this weekend: our horse riders will be at the Port Elizabeth Spring Show, and the
U15A water polo team is in Port Elizabeth playing in the Collegiate U15 water polo tournament which is being hosted
at Pearson.
Those of you who have strong Eastern Cape links may recall the Great Train Race which used to be run between PE
and Loerie. The aim of the run is for the athletes to beat the train. The event has been resurrected in the last few years
and although the route has changed, it is still well supported with about 300 teams competing in this year’s edition.
The route will take the athletes and the train from the Port Elizabeth station to the Uitenhage Station. Teams, of which
DSG will be one, comprise six competitors – five runners and 1 mountain biker. We wish the girls and Mr York all the
best in their endeavour to beat the train.

Beth Rennie came first in the Show Jumping event

Emily Roodt came second for Eventing

Reports from last week
Horse Riding
The DSG eventing team, which included Jess Rushmere, Emily Roodt, Beth Rennie and Bella Houghton, competed in
the South African Eventing Championships held at Kurland outside Plettenberg Bay over the weekend. Jess Rushmere
and Emily Roodt are especially commended as they placed first and second respectively in their categories.
SANESA - South African National Equestrian Schools Association
(Eastern Cape)
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The 2017 SANESA awards ceremony was held in Port Elizabeth on
Saturday 16 September. DSG did extremely well as can be seen
from the following:
DSG’s Team Results:
First for Show Jumping
Second for Dressage
Third for Showing and Eventing
Individual Results
First for Show Jumping: Beth Rennie
Second for Eventing: Emily Roodt

Jess Rushmere and Emily Roodt
were awarded first and second prize
consecutively in the SA Eventing
Champs

Rhino Run
The largest ever contingent of DSG girls – 45 girls from the Senior School and 15 from the Junior School – took part
in the Rhino Run, held at Kenton on Sunday (winning the school the trophy for the best support). Kirsty and Emily
McLean crossed the line together in joint first place in the 5 km race, while Jess Smailes, from the Junior School,
finished in third place. Ellie Counsell ran in the 12 km race, finishing fourth in the women’s section.
Water Polo
Our 1st water polo team travelled to Cape Town over the weekend to play in the annual Reddam tournament. In the
group stages we lost to St Stithians, Reddam and Roedean, before beating Glenwood House. We lost to Westerford
in the cross-pool matches, but then secured a good win over Wynberg Girls. Our final game was a rematch of the
group game against Roedean and although we lost, the DSG team put in a vastly improved performance. DSG ended
in 14th position at the tournament which is a good showing for our young side, given that all the other teams still had
their matrics playing. We believe that this team will go from strength to strength as they gain confidence if the season
ahead.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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The DSG 1st water polo team enjoyed the annual Reddam tournament last weekend

The Parent–Teachers meetings for all parents will be held on Tuesday 10 October from 9:00 – 13:00 at St Andrew’s
College.
Venues:
•
Drill Hall,
•
Centenary Hall,
•
D&T Centre,
•
Kettlewell classroom block
•
Maths Centre
Pupils with surnames A – L: preferably from 09:00 to 11:00
Pupils with surnames M – Z: preferably from 11:00 to 13:00
On-line bookings will open at 08:00 on Monday 2 October and close at 16:00 on Thursday 5 October.

EN AVANT

U14 Basketball Tournament to 9 October
Interhouse athletics relays on Lower Field, St Andrew’s College

Opening of Art and Design Exhibition in Centenary Hall and D&T Centre. Other exhibitions are also
on display around St Andrew’s College
Confirmation in the Chapel
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Parent-Teacher meetings for all parents in the Drill Hall, Centenary Hall and D&T Centre
at St Andrew’s to 13h00
Online bookings required.
Pupil surnames A – L preferably from 09h00 to 11h00
Pupil surnames M – Z preferably from 11h00 to 13h00
Valedictory Service in the Chapel for Matrics and their parents, followed by refreshments at
the Housemasters’ residences
House Suppers in Clapham Jubilee Hall for Matric Parents and boys
Headmaster’s Cocktail Party at Crossways for St Andrew’s College parents of Grades 8 – 11
(RSVP required)

Individual Shooting Championships, Lightfoot Shooting Range
Speech Day in the Guy Butler Theatre, Settlers Monument
Tea available outside the Norton Common Room, Lower Field
Retreat Ceremony on Lower Field
Refreshments for parents in the Houses till 20h00

07h45
14h00

St Andrew’s College and DSG Sports Day on Lower Field, St Andrew’s College.
Half term begins after athletics prize-giving and roll call

Thursday 12 October

09h00
14h00
17h00
17h30
18h00

Wednesday 11 October

19h00
19h00

17h15

09h00

Tuesday 10 October

17h30

16h00

Monday 9 October

08h00
13h45

Friday 6 October

Balloon Week Programme
9 - 12 October 2017
Junior School Sports Day on Lower Field, St Andrew’s College
Interhouse athletics relays on Lower Field, St Andrew’s College

Matric Farewell Eucharist in the DSG Chapel

Parent-Teacher meetings for all parents in the Drill Hall, Centenary Hall and D&T Centre at
St Andrew’s
Online bookings required.
Pupil surnames A – L preferably from 09h00 to 11h00
Pupil surnames M – Z preferably from 11h00 to 13h00
Valedictory Service for Matrics and parents in the DSG Chapel
Matric Leavers’ Dinner in the Nonie Mullins Dining Hall

Senior School Prize-Giving in the Guy Butler Theatre, Settlers Monument
Tea available outside the Norton Common Room, Lower Field
St Andrew’s College Retreat Ceremony on Lower Field

07h45
14h00

DSG and S Andrew’s College Sports Day on Lower Field, St Andrew’s College
Half term begins after athletics prize-giving and roll call

Thursday 12 October

08h30
17h00
17h30

Wednesday 11 October

18h00
19h00

09h00

Re-Commemoration of the Pat Keeton Garden
DSG Junior Arts in The Round
Confirmation Service in the DSG Chapel
Opening of the Art and Design Exhibitions in Centenary Hall and D&T Centre.
DSG Sports Dinner in the Nonie Mullins Dining Hall

Tuesday 10 October

10:15
10h30
14h00
16h00
19h00

Monday 9 October

19h00

Sunday 8 October

09h00
13h45

Friday 6 October
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Invitation

Please be aware that artworks will be on sale and that the
Grade 11s will be curating this exhibition. There are also
Grade 12 installations situated in venues in and around
the campus. More information will be shared at the event.

Art and Design Awards announced and presented at 16h30

Guided walkabouts of the exhibition from 15h00 by
Grade 11 and 12 Art and Design pupils

Arthur Cotton Design Centre and
Centenary Hall, St Andrew’s College

Monday 9 October 2017 | 16h00

Balloon Week 2017
Art & Design Exhibition

You are warmly invited to the
opening of the
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Artist Sophie Bauer-Gunn
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