DSG
Newsletter Term 3 # 27 | 8 September 2017

DSG welcome Anna Luscombe and Maddison Brown from St Peter’s College, New Zealand. Their DSG exchange partners are Kelly
Hobson and Julia Basson
Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
The start of the spring term somehow always seems to be celebratory and bristling with energy and enthusiasm. The
Matrics have 23 school days left (which, as is tradition, they loudly chanted at the end of the opening assembly), the
Grade 11s will soon be immersed as seniors in leadership processes and the Grade 10s are gearing up for Journey.
Meanwhile academic staff forge ahead and prioritize in the minds of girls the most important aspect of DSG life –
teaching and learning.
I thank the many staff involved in various activities over the past holiday: Mr Chris Hibbert and Ms Carey Pohl
accompanied the 1st hockey team to the Top 12 tournament in Bloemfontein; Mr Alan Redfern, Mr Clinton York, Ms
Barbara Hibbert and Ms Ingrid Foster ran our inaugural, annual U14 hockey festival; Mr Gary Frayne, Ms Shelley
Stretton and Ms Shelly Roodt toured Eastern Europe with a large group of senior History students; Rev Sue Paton,
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Mrs Lisa Micklewright and Ms Aneliza Geel took a group of Grade 11 girls to the iMfolozi Game Reserve; Mr Mark
Evans and Mr Graeme Lucas-Bull ran a pre-season water polo camp; Ms Kuschi Openshaw and Ms Sophie
Saunders held a preparation camp for the upcoming ballet exams; and Ms Dionne Redfern initiated and organised
the Matric revision camp at which many teachers taught sessions. There are reports about these activities later
in this newsletter but on behalf of all who benefitted, I thank the staff concerned for their contributions.
Many of us are reeling from the recent news of the tragic bus accident in KZN involving the boys of Michaelhouse.
The independent school community is a small one and our staff, girls and parents are connected to the
Michaelhouse community in a myriad of ways. As a like-minded boarding school, we are only too aware of the
impact such a tragedy has had on the boys, staff and their families. I have extended our heartfelt condolences
and messages of prayers and support on behalf of the staff, girls and parents of DSG to the Michaelhouse rector,
Mr Greg Theron, and I ask that you keep them in your thoughts and prayers.
Tragedies such as these provide an opportunity for introspection. Given our geographic location, by necessity our
girls regularly travel in school, hired and public transport. As teachers and parents, we are understandably very
concerned that there are procedures and structures in place to ensure that the highest levels of care are applied
to ensure their safety on the roads. I have attached our Transport Policy (or click here) for your attention and I
welcome any thoughts, queries or concerns you may wish to raise in this regard.
As a staff, we began the term with an intensive workshop superbly facilitated by Dr Theresa Edlmann and Ms
Athambile Masola in which individuals were afforded the language and skills to interrogate and critically analyse
the lenses through which they perceive the world. DSG has for some time now been on a journey of self-critique,
self-awareness and consciousness shifting as we have examined the ways in which our institutional culture is
alienating to some of our girls. While being committed to preserving the essence of DSG and all that is excellent,
we are also determinedly searching for much-needed, meaningful change. The process has been slow and has
at times faltered, leading to frustration and hurt. I acknowledge this and I look forward to sharing new policies, and
implementing them and other actions during the course of this year.
I am committed to a DSG where all who work and learn here feel equally valued and respected and are able to
flourish.
Regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic

Of our 68 Matrics, 60 returned to school on Sunday, 3 September, for three days of intense revision. The girls were
joined by several of their SAC classmates. Based on their Prelim exam results, staff were able to hone specific skills
with the pupils as well as look at trends in past papers. While the days were long and tiring, the girls found the camp
to be of great value. Not only were they able to get input from staff other than their own teachers but starting the term
on the back of the camp has given the girls an academic focus for their last stretch at school.
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Pupils visiting Berlin while on their History Tour
History Tour
Mr Frayne, Ms Stretton and Ms Roodt accompanied 49 Grade 11 DSG girls and S Andrew’s College boys on a 14-day
adventure to visit the central Europeans countries.
We started the trip in Frankfurt, Germany, and went on to visit all the major cities – Berlin, Warsaw, Krakow, Budapest,
Prague and Vienna, as well as some other cities of interest.
The focus of the trip was to look at the impact of World War 2 and the Cold War. Highlights included seeing the
remains of the infamous Berlin Wall, Auschwitz and a number of fascinating museums, palaces and art galleries. We
were also privileged to be in Hungary on their national holiday, St Stevens’s Day, and were treated to a spectacular
fireworks display over the Danube River, with the famous parliament buildings as a backdrop.
The trip was hugely successful, in that History was visually experienced and the boys and girls were exposed to
different countries, languages, cultures and currencies.
We were also very fortunate to have had a very experienced Trafalgar tour director and coach driver, so the trip was
extremely well planned and run.

The group at one of the many war memorials in Berlin

Frankfurt
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The Brandenburg Gate in Berlin

Provincial debating
The Eastern Cape Provincial Debating tournament, which took place at the end of the August holidays was a fantastic
opportunity for both our junior and senior debaters. The tournament took place at Selborne College in East London
from 1-3 September 2017. The junior team was represented by Libo Ngwenya, Oyama Mzayidume, and Pooja Vijay
and the senior debaters were Cleo Ntuthu, Hlumi Kondile, and Unathi Mdolomba. Both teams have been training
enthusiastically since the beginning of this year and are to be commended for their hard work and the pride they take
in representing their school. Certainly, their efforts and countless hours of training paid off.
Both teams put the school on the map by doing extremely well and we congratulate the junior team for winning the
tournament – the very first time a DSG team has achieved this. The senior team was ranked seventh. Last year,
our juniors won all their debates, but lost to Clarendon in the semi-finals. This spurred them on to train even harder,
resulting in the girls being crowned the champions of the 2017 Eastern Cape Provincial Debating tournament. They
had to pull out all the stops in the finals when they had to argue against Collegiate – a very strong team. These girls
really epitomise how hard work, consistency and patience pays dividends.
Our seniors also did extremely well but came up against the strongest team – Selborne College – in the quarter-finals,
eventually narrowly losing the debate by a slight difference in speaker points. Despite the disappointment of not
progressing further in the tournament, the team had much to celebrate as Cleo Ntuthu was declared to be the best
first proposition speaker when the ‘best speakers’ were announced.
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Congratulations to the debating team
Our debaters are to be congratulated on their fine performance especially given that the standard at the tournament
was higher than in previous years. We especially congratulate Cleo Ntuthu, Libo Ngwenya, and Oyama Mzayidume
who have been selected to represent the Eastern Cape at the Nationals, taking place on 9 December 2017.
Ms Tshabalala, and the two Rhodes students, Ms Londi Mtambo and Mr Scelo Blose, are particularly to be thanked
for the support and training that they have given the girls this year.

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Head: Academic
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Community Engagement

Peo Ramokgopa

Mnqophiso wearing his new scarf

Kath Basson with girls receiving scarves
at the Home of Joy

Mandela Day Secret Scarf Handover at the Home of Joy
On Tuesday 8 August, a group of DSG girls joined in with the Rhodes Business School to hand-over the left over
scarves from the Mandela Day Secret Scarf mission. Somi Matyolweni, Kathryn Basson and their team decided to
hand them over to the Home of Joy. Kathryn says, “The children were so excited and grateful for the scarves that were
knitted for them. After all the excitement, we all sang and danced and celebrated a birthday. It was yet again a lovely
experience at the Home of Joy.”

Alexa Gutsche, Teagan Thompson,
Bronwyn Sheard, Kirsten Wishart with
“Spidermen”

Masixole and Aphelele are the two boys
from Child Welfare who DSG sponsor

Robyn Freeman paints a Spiderman face

Ikhaya Losizo
On Saturday 5 August, Alyssa Ross with a team of girls hosted all the children from Ikhaya Losizo (Grahamstown
Child Welfare) at DSG. The DSG Interact Club has a sponsorship programme with Child Welfare in which they provide
outings as part of a mentoring programme. The idea of the outing was to create an opportunity for the children to
watch the 1st team hockey. The girls also created some highly imaginative faces out of face paint, which delighted the
children and some energetic entertainment emerged at the hockey field as the girls chased after their charges. The
children had lunch with the girls in the dining hall.

Rev Sue Paton
Community Engagement
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Girls help out at Tiekie Aand for St Andrew’s Prep
St Andrew’s Prep School hosted their annual Tiekie Aand in Memory Hall on Monday 7 August at which 16 DSG girls
volunteered to assist with running the games. The evening was alive with excitement as children dashed from stall
to stall with tickets. Lucy McAdam and Leah Micklewright successfully controlled the influx of excited children who
descend on their ‘target’ game.
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iMfolozi group 3
iMfolozi
Once again the iMfolozi experience did not disappoint!
At the start, the groups loaded up all their food and equipment for five days and headed off into the wilderness. The
girls were lively, enthusiastic and resilient – despite their very heavy back packs, they did not complain once and
walked quickly, quietly and observantly through the veld. One group had the honour of being stampeded by buffalo,
walking into an aggressive fight between two male lions, having to run from an elephant and quietly observing the
extraordinary beauty of seven rhinos from close up. The girls gave themselves the name “the Buffalo Soldiers” and
lived up to it by being tough and quick. One of the group put it beautifully when she concluded in our journal, “I really
don’t have words! I think it is true to say, we are all so, so privileged and lucky to experience something like this. It’s
really special. I think we forget the beauty of our country and our animals. Since I have been here I have fallen in love
with Africa all over again!”
Thank you for the experience.
Rev Sue Paton
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iMfolozi 2017 Group 1
“Sometimes we need to stop and listen to the rhythm of nature”.
Words cannot describe the wonderful time we had on the iMfolozi trail. We arrived at the camp excited and were
warmly welcomed by a group of passionate guides. The smell of chicken and boerewors made us feel hungry for this
amazing adventure. Our guides were Artiste and Siphiwe who were so gentle and in tune with the natural environment
and they taught us to appreciate and respect each other and our surroundings.
The animals were amazing; it is not often that you must cross a river with your only one concern being charged by an
elephant. We saw zebras, a few rhinos, and buffalo and were fortunate enough to see wild dogs. Perhaps the most
exhilarating of all, was doing night watch, where you hear nothing but the sounds of the night.
We were so fortunate to have had this opportunity. It allowed us to become one with nature and to forget about time.
By Kathryn Basson
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Ballet Boot Camp
2018 has been a fast-paced, challenging, yet very exciting year in the DSG Dance Studio. It has, as we know, been a
year focused entirely on the art of classical ballet, with many of the girls preparing for their Royal Academy of Dance
examinations, which will take place on 20 and 21 October. Due to the fact that ballet is such a highly technical art
form as well as it being a challenge to the girls both physically and mentally, we decided to put in place a “Ballet Boot
Camp” at the end of the August holidays.
The girls arrived at the studio promptly at 08:00 on the Sunday before school began, ready to hit the ground running.
We commenced each day with an open class consisting of strength training and a fun routine in order to get the girls
warmed-up and to get their heads back in the game. It was imperative to make them aware of how much work and
dedication was still required should they wish to achieve their goals of passing their examinations at their relevant
levels.
Throughout the day, each level would have time slots dedicated to them where they would work intensively on their
syllabus work as well as setting aside adequate and necessary time for fitness training.
The three days spent in the studio were well received by the girls, who brought a great level of enthusiasm and focus
to each class. The Camp was undoubtedly very beneficial to each student and will have hopefully assisted them to
feel more confident and driven toward their grand challenge in October.
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Sport

The DSG 1st hockey team that competed in the Top 12 Hockey tournament which took place in Bloemfontein at the start of the
holidays
There is a great energy amongst the girls on campus – an indication that they have had a good rest and are ready for
the challenges of the term ahead. As usual, we start the term with the short compulsory athletics season (for which the
girls did some training in the holidays, we hope!), with the regular summer sports starting on 18 September, for which
the girls have started signing up. The athletics season is a great part of the year as we are more ‘in-house’ with lots
of interhouse and school championship events. This builds camaraderie and House spirit and also brings a healthy
competitive element.
This week, we have been having the Grade 8 and 9 heats and by the end of next week we will have completed
our athletics trials for the Anne Bandey Shield (the annual quadrangular hosted by Kingswood) to be held on 20
September as well as the interhouse 1500 m, pentathlon and school cross country events. The highlight of the season
is, of course, the interhouse Sports Day, held with St Andrew’s College. This takes place on Thursday 12 October –
the final event of Balloon Week.
The school tennis and squash championships are due to get underway with entries and the draw this week.
At the start of the holidays, our 1st hockey team travelled to Bloemfontein to compete in the Top 12 Hockey Tournament,
hosted by Oranje. DSG had a tough opening day and lost to Oranje and Herschel (these two sides went on to play
in the final). DSG then had a narrow loss to Paarl Gim before drawing three matches in succession against Rhenish,
St Stithians and St Mary’s Kloof, playing some outstanding hockey along the way. A loss in the last game against
Pearson meant that we could not avoid the wooden spoon; however the team gave a very good account of themselves,
competing well in every game against the top hockey teams in the country. They can be very proud of their efforts.
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Also over the first weekend of the holiday, our U14A and U14B hockey teams stayed in Grahamstown to play in the
inaugural DSG U14 Hockey Tournament which we hosted. We had schools from across the Eastern Cape competing,
as well as schools from Cape Town, George and Paarl. The feedback from the visiting schools has been amazing,
and this tournament is definitely something we plan to repeat and make an annual event. The DSG U14B team, who
were up against A teams, played above themselves and managed to draw with both Wynberg and VG U14A teams
and only lost 1-0 to Paarl Gim in their pool matches. They ended the tournament in a very respectable ninth position.
The U14As beat Stellenberg and Framesby, and had a very good 1-1 draw with Collegiate, who went on to win the
event, but a disappointing 1-0 loss against Springfield knocked us out of a semi-final place. We did however bounce
back to win our remaining games against Wynberg and Clarendon to finish fifth. The top three placings went to
Collegiate, Springfield and Paarl Gim.
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Toni Rafferty competed in the SA short course gala in Pietermaritzburg over the holidays. In the 100m freestyle, Toni
swam a time of 58.04 in the semi-final setting a new EP record and qualifying for the final where she placed eighth
overall. In the 50m freestyle she also made it through to the final where she placed her seventh overall in the country
and set a new EP record.
At the Madibaz Gala held in the holidays in Port Elizabeth, Courtney Repinz won golds in the 100m and 200m
backstroke events, with a a SA Junior qualification time for the 100m backstroke. Courtney picked up a silver in the
50m freestyle and bronze medals in the 100m freestyle and 100m butterfly.
Shaelyn Walker won silver in the 50m backstroke and bronze in the 200m backstroke.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

The DSG girls are ready for Term 3
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