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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
There is something about the end of the winter term that brings a more audible sigh of relief than at any other time – I
suspect this has to do with the cold days and longer nights. But it is also the term where the spirit, energy and sense
of togetherness of the girls is most palpable. This term has been jam-packed with academic, cultural, sporting and
social events and opportunities, all of which have contributed to the overall sense of well-being and pride, as well as
the resultant exhaustion at the end. All-in-all, I believe that we can reflect on a very successful term lived to the full!
On the academic front, each girl has written a full set of exams. I have had the opportunity to look at and contribute to
each individual report and am confidently able to declare that the work ethic at DSG is strong and academic standards
are high. The South African system creates a perception among the girls that the exam period is high stakes and
the marks attained in them are all-important. Perhaps this has some validity in the Grade 11 finals and in the Matric
exams but other than that, we are determined that they should simply be part of the learning process. Teachers and
girls are encouraged to view them as a summative assessment of knowledge and understanding so that strengths
and weaknesses can be identified and appropriate action, remedial and/or other, proposed. Despite this, levels of
anxiety among girls during exams appear to increase each year and we would welcome parental support in assisting
our pupils in maintaining perspective.
Other academic successes this term include the annual Bekgeveg speaking competitions, outstanding Drama exam
pracs, and DSG’s superb results in the Regional Science EXPO where three of the top five places were awarded
to DSG girls. There is a further report on this but I applaud the Life Science department under the leadership of Dr
Petra Gentz on these results. Hot off the press are our first AS Level results for Mathematics and English Literature.
There is much to celebrate in these, particularly as our candidates wrote them parallel to the IEB programme while
participating in the full range of extramural opportunities, including exchange. I extend my congratulations to the
teachers, Ms Jayne Euvrard and Dr Duncan Samson, and to Nicola Ralston for her distinction in Mathematics and
Caroline Cotton for her distinction in English Literature. Nine girls wrote the Literature paper and DSG attained one A
and five Bs. Of the five who wrote the Mathematics paper, one achieved a distinction and two achieved B symbols.
Well done, girls.
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Culturally, this term has been explosive. The Music department once again hosted a Grahamstown Schools Festival.
They have also held a number of Open Concerts and they enjoyed a successful tour to Johannesburg over half-term.
Our debaters have had huge success in the schools league and are participating in the provincial championships in
East London this holiday and the Dance studio hosted their annual INSTEP production. Many of our dancers will be
taking their RAD ballet exams next term. DSG is in the cultural hub of Grahamstown and each year we revel in the
opportunity to enjoy some of the National Arts Festival and to host the National Schools Jazz Festival. The exposure
this provides to pupils and teachers is immense and invaluable to our Drama, Art and Music departments.
This term we have enjoyed more fixtures at home than away which undoubtedly has contributed enormously to the
spirit of the school, and the girls, led by Lily Nkosiyane, Yola Sishuba, Jordan Cox and Danielle Stanley, were suitably
vocal and spirited in their support of the teams. Sport at DSG is incredibly strong and we have once again enjoyed an
excellent winter season with a number of girls attaining provincial colours in various disciplines. The hockey, netball
and squash first teams started their seasons at the St Stithian’s Easter tournament; hockey and netball also enjoyed a
mini-tour to Cape Town and the 1st hockey team is playing in the Top 12 tournament in Bloemfontein at the moment.
The sports office under Mr Hibbert manages an extraordinary load with up to 40 teams representing DSG on some
weekends. I thank him and the sports staff for their hard work.
There is so much more that is part of the daily life of DSG and it all continued unabated this term. We hosted a
number of exchange girls and our girls have either left or are leaving soon to India, New Zealand and Australia.
Ms Euvrard is on holiday in East Asia and has already forged a connection with an excellent school in Sri Lanka
which will become a DSG exchange partner in 2018. We are hoping that in her visits to other schools she will create
further opportunities in other countries that will offer different cultural and learning experiences to DSG girls in the
future. Our pupil leadership has been superb this term and they organised and hosted an outstanding Youth Day with
performances and speeches from boys and girls from DSG, College and Prep. The prefects also organised Grade
8 and 9 socials as well as the annual Prefects Dance which is a fundraiser and often a first opportunity for Grade 10
girls to attend a more formal dance. Our girls were spectacular at the College Matric Dance and the DSG Ante-Matric
Dance this term – they showed that they know how to enjoy themselves and understand what is appropriate in these
circumstances. These opportunities are invaluable for young people’s social development in that they provide space
to work through the awkwardness of taking partners, making conversation and small talk and dancing without being
‘rescued’ by substances.
At the heart of this term, as always, was our Chapel services. Fr Rob’s bi-weekly sermons are relevant, inspiring, often
challenging and are opportunities for ongoing spiritual and personal development. He is retiring at the end of Term 1
in 2018 and with Council, we will embark on a process in October to find a person who can continue his ministry.
The term has ended and most of our girls are on their way home. Our prayers and thoughts are with our Kenyan girls
as news reaches us of riots and violence after their national elections. Thankfully, the girls left early to avoid traveling
over this time. A number of girls and boys are travelling to Eastern Europe on a History tour with Ms Stretton, Ms
Roodt and Mr Frayne; thirty Grade 11s together with Rev. Sue, Ms Micklewright and Ms Geel are off on the iMfolozi
Wilderness Trail, our debaters are at the Provincial trials in East London with Ms Tshabalala and our hockey players
are in Bloemfontein with Mr Hibbert and Ms Pohl. I wish them all safe and memorable trips and a wonderful holiday to
all DSG girls, staff and extended families.
Kind regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic
The Eskom Regional Expo for Young Scientists
The Eskom Regional Expo for Young Scientists was held at Rhodes University on Saturday, 5 August 2017. The Expo,
which has been running since 1980, has grown tremendously over the last few years. Vice-Chancellor of Rhodes
University, Dr Sizwe Mabizela, when addressing the young scientists, applauded their hard work and encouraged all
participants to consider a degree in Mathematics and Science.
Projects were submitted by children from local Grahamstown schools ranging in age from Grade 7 to Grade 12.
Altogether, an impressive 167 entries were submitted, seven of which were from Grade 9 and Grade 10 DSG girls.
Judging was an interview-style procedure where each entrant had to present their projects to the judges. As usual,
judging was strict, but fair and the DSG girls conducted themselves with aplomb. When the results were announced
late in the afternoon, the top entrants were required to present their projects to an audience of over 300 people. The
following pairs of DSG girls were among the top five entrants: Kelby Barker and Lucy Ter Morshuizen; Chiara WilliamsWynn and Anna Jones; and Lauren Poole and Leah Davoren. Despite very little time for preparation, they conducted
themselves admirably and spoke very well.
After much deliberation by the judges the
final results were announced.
We are extremely proud of Chiara WilliamsWynn and Anna Jones who were awarded
first place overall. Their prize includes
a gold medal, an invitation to enter the
International Science Fair (ISF) later this
year in Johannesburg, a special prize for
Environmental Management to the value of
R2 000, as well as a scholarship for each
girl to read for a Science degree at Rhodes
University (value R40 000). Their project,
titled “Turning down the volume”, involved
reducing the volume of plastic water bottles
to save space in landfills. To this end they
had designed, engineered and physically
built a wood-and-brick contraption (loosely
called a ‘bottle squasher’) to reduce the
overall volume of plastic waste.

Kelby Barker and Lucy Ter Morshuizen were awarded third place overall at the
We also congratulate Lucy Ter Morshuizen Eskom Regional Expo for Young Scientists for their project Climate change in
and Kelby Barker who were placed third a box
overall. They won a gold medal, an invitation
to enter the International Science Fair (ISF) taking place in Johannesburg later this year, the coveted Wildlife and
Environment Society of South Africa (WESSA) Award, as well as a scholarship for each to read for a Science degree
at Rhodes University (value R40 000). Their project involved the designing and construction of a ‘Climate Change
Box’ which mimicked the effects of various gases and pollutants on the temperature of the earth’s atmosphere,
hydrosphere and biosphere. Special mention must be made of Sienna Evans who was part of the team, but due to
limitations on the number of girls allowed to present a project, was unable to participate as an official entrant.
Finally, to round off a highly successful DSG entry, Leah Davoren and Lauren Poole were placed fourth overall. Their
prizes include a gold medal, an invitation to enter the International Science Fair (ISF) being held later this year in
Johannesburg as well as a scholarship for each to read for a Science degree at Rhodes University (value R40 000).
Their project on decreasing the amount of heavy metals in water using natural, bio-absorbent materials was wellreceived in the difficult and competitive category of Chemistry and Biochemistry.
A silver medal, an invitation to enter the International Science Fair (ISF) and a special prize for energy efficiency
was awarded to Leigh Saywood and Alexandra Rowe’s project entitled ‘Hot or Not?’. Their project looked at ways of
conserving the heat of bath water for a longer period of time.
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‘Pop the crop’ by Beth Rennie and Jozie Wright, ‘Spekboom – the wonder plant?’ by Kirsten du Plessis and ‘Take the
grey away’ by Katarina Behr and Luisa da Molo received Merit Awards.
A special thanks to Dr Petra Gentz and Dr Ingrid Foster for mentoring these projects.

Summary of DSG results at the Regional Science Expo

Names of Entrants
Chiara Williams-Wynn
Anna Jones

Project
Turning down the volume

Kelby Barker
Lucy Ter Morshuizen

Climate change in a box

Lauren Poole
Leah Davoren

Decreasing the amount of
heavy metals in
contaminated water using
natural bio-absorbent
materials
Hot or not?

Leigh Saywood
Alexandra Rowe
Beth Rennie
Jozie Wright
Katarina Behr
Luisa da Molo
Kristen du Plessis

Award
First place overall · Gold
Medal · Entry into ISF ·
Special Prize for
Environmental
Management (R2 000) · 2 x
RU Scholarships (R40 000)
Third place overall · Gold
Medal · Entry into ISF ·
Special WESSA Award · 2 x
RU Scholarships (R40 000)
Fourth place overall · Gold
Medal · Entry into ISF · 2 x
RU Scholarships (R40 000)

Pop the crop

Silver Medal · Entry into ISF ·
Special Prize for Energy
Efficiency
Merit Award

Take the grey away

Merit Award

Spekboom – the wonder
plant?

Merit Award
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End of Term Reports and Subject Choices
The end-of-term reports will go live on the portal from 13h00 on Friday 11 August when you will be able to access to
your daughter’s report by logging in to the portal.
It is important that you check you are able to log in before the release date – we cannot emphasise the
importance of this strongly enough as there have been times when parents were unable to access
their daughter’s report.
You can go to the following link to access the portal:
http://dsg.schoolmagic.co.za/login.aspx
If you have any difficulties please contact Margie McLeod at m.mcleod@dsgschool.com
What do all the marks mean?
The report will indicate a term order and an examination mark. Term orders are calculated through the term and cover
various assessment techniques, including cycle tests, class tests pre-examinations, projects, worksheets, class tasks
and longer term assignments. Orals and essay writing marks are included for language subjects. The examination
mark is purely what your child achieved under examination conditions in the July-August examinations. Please note
that for some subjects, such as English, we add a writing, oral and literature mark to that language paper written in the
examination sessions, which changes the marks somewhat. This is in alignment with how the results are calculated in
matric. The comment on the report is a reflection of how your child has worked throughout the term, her attitude and
behavior as well as how she fared in tests. The second part of the comment reflects on the examination.
Application Symbols
I am including this table as there is often confusion surrounding these symbols and resentment from girls who are
given an O or an L. The teacher comments should point to why a particular symbol has been awarded. The teacher
often considers the class contribution made a pupil too in terms of taking part in discussion and actively engaging with
a subject.
L

LACKING

Homework not always done /correct books often not in class / tendency to be
disruptive / uncooperative at times / lack of effort in preparation for tests or
assignments / unfocussed in class / little engagement with work covered /
negative attitude / often not punctual

O

ORDINARY

Capable of better / work is generally completed but without extra effort / room
for improvement / attitude is neutral or passive / tests suggest preparation
could have been better / generally punctual and organised

P

PRAISEWORTHY

Produces pleasing work / homework done and shows effort / attentive and
positive in class / cooperative and involved / grapples with the work and makes
the effort to understand it

R

REMARKABLE

Goes the extra mile / consistently puts in extra effort / positive example in class /
shows initiative / strives to improve on previous best / takes full responsibility
for learning

Grade 9 Subject Choices
In addition to the information mailed to Grade 9 parents last week regarding subject choices, please be aware that
each girl was given a hard copy of her cognitive abilities test last night after assembly. The purpose of this test is to
further inform her subject choices. Should you have any queries, please email Jane Jarvis at j.jarvis@dsgschool.com
A reminder that there is also lots of information on the school website under Academics

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Head: Academic
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DSG Grade 10 pupils on exchange in New Zealand

Kelly Hobson (left) and Julia Basson (right) are on a one month exchange at St Peter’s, Cambridge. They presented Principal Dale
Burden with a handcrafted protea, the South African national flower

The pupils are seen visiting the only active marine volcano in New Zealand
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Julia Basson and Kelly Hobson, Grade 10 pupils,
are currently in New Zealand on a exchange
programme at St Peters’s, Cambridge. When
signing up for subjects, they elected agriculture
as one of their choices which involved some slight
adaptations to the DSG uniform!
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Cultural
Taiwan-South Africa Cultural Exchange
On Wednesday 26 and Friday 28 July, two groups of Grade 8 girls had the opportunity to meet up with young Taiwanese
students who were visiting South Africa for an intensive English programme. However, the afternoons offered more
fun than work to both the DSG girls and the visitors. On Wednesday afternoon, the groups met up at the 1820 Settlers
Monument and after brief introductions, they were divided into teams and sent off on a high-energy treasure hunt that
had them exploring every obscure corner of the huge building. The afternoon ended with doughnuts, hugs and the
exchange of contact details.
On Friday, a second group of DSG girls met the Taiwanese teenagers out at Fairewood, where they were staying for
the week, and they tackled a range of challenges and games together. The girls enjoyed the opportunity to meet young
people with very different lives to their own and also to help their learning process as they practiced conversational
English. They were also very proud to hear the young visitors tell them how much they were enjoying the beauty and
friendliness of South Africa.

Kim Barker
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Grade 8 DSG pupils enjoying the opportunity of meeting and interacting with young Taiwanese students during their visit to
Grahamstown while in South Africa
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Sport
DSG hosted Kingsridge High School on Saturday for our final derby day of the
winter sports season. Unfortunately, the heavy rain on Saturday put paid to
the netball matches but we managed to play six hockey matches. DSG won
five of these games with comfortable score lines – U14B won 9-0 (Delphina
Tembo with a hat trick). Our 2nd team ended their season on a high with a
13-0 win. Captain Jess Rushmere, who normally plays at the back, even had
a run upfront in the match and achieved a hat trick to show that maybe she
had missed her calling! The DSG 1st team were held to a 0-0 draw by KHS
in a game where we created plenty of opportunities but failed to convert. We
celebrated Caroline Mills’ 100th game for the DSG 1st hockey team.

Congratulations to Caroline Mills who
celebrated her 100th game for the DSG
1st hcokey team

DSG 1st hockey team vs Kingsridge High School
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On Tuesday this week KHS sent through their 1st, 2nd and 3rd netball teams to make up for the matches missed over
the weekend. KHS is currently rated as the top netball team in the Border region, so it was going to be a tough ask
for our sides; however, our girls fought valiantly and can be proud of their performances: the 3rds lost 11-18, the 2nds
lost 13-14 in a very exciting game, while the DSG 1st team were outstanding in their last match of the year, and were
it not for a number of missed opportunities could have caused a big upset. We eventually went down 25-29. We also
celebrated Amy Anderson’s achievement of playing more than 70 matches for the DSG 1st netball team before the
game. Both Amy and Caroline have been stalwarts of their teams for the past three years, and their contribution to
DSG sport has been fantastic. We thank them for their service.

DSG’s Head, Ms Shelley Frayne and the pupils celebrated Amy Anderson’s achievement of playing more than 70 matches for the
DSG 1st netball team

DSG 1st netball team in action in their match vs KHS on Tuesday afternoon
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While this derby signalled the end of the winter sports season, there are still a few things on the go. Our 1st hockey
team is currently in Bloemfontein playing in the annual Top 12 Hockey Tournament being hosted by Oranje Meisieskool.
The DSG U14A and U14B hockey teams are remaining in Grahamstown for an U14 hockey tournament being hosted
by DSG this weekend, at which we have schools from Cape Town, Paarl, George as well as from across the Eastern
Cape competing.

The first A league swimming gala of the year was held in Port Elizabeth last weekend where Tayla Kapp and Toni
Rafferty competed. They won medals in the following events:
Tayla won gold in the 50m freestyle, 50m butterfly, 100m freestyle and 200m individual medley.
Toni won gold in the 50m freestyle and 200m individual medley, silver in the 50m and 100m butterfly, and bronze in
the 100m freestyle. Toni is currently swimming in the SA Short Course Gala from 10 - 13 August in Pietermaritzburg.
As this is the final newsletter of a long and busy term, I would like to thank the staff and the girls for all their efforts
to make it such an enjoyable and successful winter term. Also, I thank the parents for all their support. It is always
wonderful to see so many parents supporting their daughters right through the season, whether at local venues or
when we travel further away. I hope you enjoyed the season as much as we did.
Best wishes

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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Administration
We have become most concerned at the pervasive erosion of academic time that seems to be creeping into the
school. Much of this is unavoidable and is in the best interests of the girls concerned, forming part of the wider DSG
experience we like to offer. However, also in the best interests of the girls, we are in the process of identifying where
this erosion can be limited and are taking steps to reduce it as far as possible. We ask parents to please take note of
the following:
The Department of Home Affairs
We recognise that from time to time, girls need to visit the local Home Affairs office to obtain necessary documentation.
Up until now we have permitted girls to visit the Grahamstown office when necessary. However, we now have concerns
about this practice: because the office closes at 15:00 these visits have necessitated girls missing academic time but
more serious is that recently we have had some concerns regarding the safety of girls at the department. Hence, we
have decided that girls may only go to Home Affairs if they are accompanied by one of their parents. We encourage
you to ensure necessary visits to Home Affairs are undertaken during the holidays and/or half-terms.
Driver’s and Learner’s Licences
The above concern applies: girls are missing an unacceptable amount of academic time in visits to the Traffic
Department due to the department’s office hours. To curb this trend, we request that as far as possible, girls obtain
their learner’s and driver’s licences during the holidays. From now on, we will only give permission for girls to visit the
Traffic Department at 14h00 on the second Wednesday of each month, so appointments should be made accordingly.
Girls will be transported to the Department in a school vehicle.
Early departures – end of year programme
We are being inundated by requests for girls to leave school before the official start of half-term and before the end of
term. The situation is now becoming untenable and the impact on the pupil body severe. We will not give permission
for girls to leave early except for extraordinary reasons. Please can you take note of the arrangements for the Term 3
half-term and the end of the year?
Half-term starts on Thursday 12 October after the athletics is finished and roll call has been taken, as shown on the
calendar. Athletics is a compulsory school activity, even if your daughter does not participate per se and she will not
be given permission to leave early unless the circumstances are exceptional. Please make your travel arrangements
accordingly.
As specified in the Term Calendar, the end-of-year outdoor education camps are an integral part of the school
curriculum and add a valuable dimension to the girls’ education. They are not an optional extra for girls who feel like
going on camp. Again, permission to miss outdoor education will only be given under exceptional circumstances.
The travel day at the end of the year, when the girls may leave for their holiday is on 7 December. Please make your
daughter’s travel arrangements accordingly.
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