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Dear Parents and Friends
Independent schools have been firmly in the spotlight over the past week with two most notably coming to the fore: St
John’s has come under fire for their handling of racism meted out by a teacher and a private school in Kempton Park
has singled out black girls for their hair.
I have no intention of commenting in this space directly on either incident but it has necessitated that all members of
the DSG community – particularly school leadership and Council – pause for thought, reflection and introspection.
Looking back at our vision for our Transformation and Diversity Committee formulated in 2014, we resolved:
To foster and work towards creating a school that is welcoming to all children and staff, regardless of race,
sexuality, gender, religious affiliation, language and culture, and disability, provided that DSG would be able to
enhance the child’s life through its offering and where we have the reasonable capacity to do so.
Much work has been done in this space in a number of areas such as in curriculum-planning through choice of set
works, plays, projects and assignments; in deliberate selection criteria for new teachers including the implementation
of an intern programme of seven young women; and in a strong scholarship programme with extensive support,
financially and emotionally.
However, it is often in the less tangible where real hurt and subsequent anger can occur. To this end, we have run
programmes of ‘critical conversations’, ‘ethical leadership’ and ‘dependable strengths’ for our girls. We have been
deliberate in our selection of guest speakers and Guests of Honour in ensuring that we provide strong role models for
all our girls and we have created a pupil transformation and diversity portfolio headed up by a prefect.
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The staff have worked through 100 Lessons in Diversity by Stanley Bongwe and individuals have led staff room
discussions on some of the lessons; some teachers have attended an ISASA workshop on transformation and diversity
and professionals have addressed the staff on issues of transformation.
Should we have done more? Undoubtedly the answer is ‘yes’. While racism, sexism and any form of bigotry is
identified as Serious Misconduct in our Discipline Policy for girls and in the SACE code of Conduct for teachers it is
prohibited, there need to be clearer lines for reporting, communicating and protecting members of our community from
this. Dr Theresa Edlmann, who regularly does work for the Institute for Justice and Reconciliation, and a co-facilitator,
Ms Athambile Masola, will be conducting a workshop for all staff early in September where we will reflect on overt and
hidden issues of racism and other forms of bigotry and plot a positive way forward.
Above all, I have no doubt that as South Africans we need to be sensitive to the impact our country’s history has
had and cognizant of the myriad of ways in which this still impacts negatively on our fellow countrymen and women.
It is our hope that DSG will become a place where gentle healing and real transformation is brought about through
listening to one another with humility and an openness to change.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic

School reports
The end-of-term reports will go live on the portal from 13h00 on Friday 11 August when you will be able to access your
daughter’s report by logging in to the portal.
It is important that you check you are able to log in before the release date – we cannot emphasise the importance of
this strongly enough as there have been times when parents were unable to access their daughter’s report.
You can go to the following link to access the portal:
http://dsg.schoolmagic.co.za/login.aspx
If you have any difficulties please contact Margie McLeod at m.mcleod@dsgschool.com

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Head: Academic
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Cultural

Music
Indipile Ndamase and Tarryn Whitfield played their piano duet ‘Merry Boys Polka’ by Franz von Suppe during Assembly
on Tuesday. Besides it being an excellent performance of happy music, Mr Wright also used it to highlight the fact that
last week’s Senior Open Concert had ten Grade 8s performing. Obviously, the musical future at DSG is bright!

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture
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Debating Society updates
The Senior debaters have been busy since the half term! Last week, they participated in two debates; the first against
Graeme College on Wednesday 26 July, and the second when they took part in the Rhodes Debate League (RDL)
against a shadow team.
In the debate against Graeme College, the motion set before them was: This House will (THW) allow prisoners to opt
for the death sentence. DSG’s Team A, who had to agree with the motion, was represented by Libo Ngwenya, Hlumi
Kondile and Liyama Ngcuka.
Despite it being a challenging motion, our Team A managed to come through with a win. According to the adjudicator,
both teams lacked matter and hence the debate was shallow in terms of analysis. Therefore, the debate was decided
on two crucial questions: who helps the prisoners and why do we afford prisoners a choice? DSG’s Team A won the
debate as they had good tactics in dealing with the two crucial questions. Libo was commended as the best speaker.
The motion set before our Team B was: This House will (THW) incentivise abortion with the DSG team, who had to
oppose the motion, represented by Cleo Ntuthu, Unathi Mdolomba and Oyama Mzayidume.
This was an interesting debate. Both DSG and Graeme offered good arguments and approached the motion
enthusiastically and with open-mindedness. Unfortunately, Graeme offered the better argument according to the
adjudicators, and won the debate.
On Friday (28 July) evening, DSG senior debaters, namely: Oyama Mzayidume, Cleo Ntuthu and Hlumi Kondile,
participated in the Rhodes Debate League (RDL). A hypothetical situation was presented where there had been
an outbreak of a contagious disease that turned one per cent of the population into zombies and remainder of the
population had been vaccinated against the contagion. The zombies were kept in a bank vault, isolated from the rest
of the society, but they were still dangerous. The motion that DSG had to oppose was: This House would kill the one
per cent.
Both DSG and the shadow team presented convincing arguments and, according to the arguments presented, reached
common ground on the government’s mandate to protect the citizens. The shadow team based their argument on
the idea that zombies are an active threat to the society. The role of the government was then to eliminate the threat,
and to protect most of its citizens. DSG countered this argument by stating that, given that the zombies were formerly
members of society and the danger that the society faced was minimal, what the government had to do was to look
after the zombies.
Therefore, the critical argument was one of moral legitimacy – proving that even if the solution was efficient, was it
moral? DSG, through their strong argument, won the debate. Oyama Mzayidume was named as the best speaker.
Many thanks to Ms Tshabalala for organising the debates and for accompanying the girls who came to support.
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Sport

Interhouse sporting action
Many thanks to those parents who have given me positive feedback after last week’s newsletter. Your support is
greatly appreciated.
This past week has been relatively quiet on the sports front as the Grade 10s, 11s and 12s remain focussed on
their exams; however, in the absence of a derby day fixture, we did run our interhouse netball and hockey on Friday
afternoon and evening. It was once again a wonderful display of what makes DSG such a special place. The Houses
were well represented by the girls who came out in numbers to play and support each other. There was much music,
laughter, as well as some really good hockey and netball played to cap it all. It was an event effectively organised by
the DSG sports prefect, Michelle de Kock, who does a sterling job, and she was well supported by the Grade 11s in
each House who had to organise the senior and junior teams. Overall in the netball (including results for both senior
and junior sections), Crewe and Knowling shared the honours for first place with Merriman and Espin sharing third
place. The hockey also saw a tie for first, with Knowling and Merriman sharing the spoils, while Crewe ended third
and Espin in fourth.
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There was horse riding this past weekend in the form of a SANESA Show at the Grahamstown Riding Club. A number
of girls took part and again achieved outstanding results.
Babette Swart placed first and second in the 1m show jumping, while Georgie Gerber won the 1m working hunter
class. Beth Rennie picked up first places in the 80cm working hunter and 90cm show jumping, while Tarryn Whitfield
was first in the Pricaprilli, Level 3 and 4, first in Equitation, and third in the Novice 4 Dressage. Emily Patterson had a
busy day winning three events – the 70cm working hunter, 70cm accumulator, and 70cm jumping, while also finishing
second in the 70cm Equitation and third in the Level 3 working rider.
The Infinity short course gala was held in Port Elizabeth on Saturday. This is an event for all-rounders and the
swimmers are required to participate in five events: the 50m butterfly, 100m backstroke, 100m breaststroke, 100m
freestyle and 200m individual medley, with their accumulated points determining their overall position in the age
group. In the Girls 13/14 division, Courtney Repinz won the silver and Emma Podesta the bronze, while Toni Rafferty
picked up the silver in the Girls 15/16 section.
This coming weekend we are hosting the last derby day of the winter sport season, with Kingsridge Girls’ High School
travelling to us from King William’s Town on Saturday for hockey, netball and debating. Unfortunately, they are not
bringing their open netball teams as the teams are participating in the national school netball championships in
Boksburg over the weekend. We hope that they will bring their 1st, 2nd and 3rd teams to us early next week so we
can play these games.
There is however a reasonably full hockey programme on the go on Saturday as well as U16, U15 and U14 netball.
The 1st team hockey match is at 12h00 on Webster. It will also be a special day for Caroline Mills who will play her
100th match for the DSG 1st hockey team.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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