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Celebrating 143 Year’s of Excellence
Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
The last couple of weeks of the winter term are never easy: the girls are cold and tired and longing for home. Many
have the sniffles and the seniors are writing exams. Tempers flare quickly and relationships have to be nurtured. It is
evident that a break from boarding will serve our entire community well.
We had occasion for momentary relief from all the disconsolate spirits today as we took time to celebrate DSG’s
143rd birthday. Little cupcakes with the DSG logo brought smiles to the girls’ faces and cheerful ‘Happy birthdays’
reverberated as they greeted one another and the staff.
There is always room to tweak and to improve, but today is a day to celebrate 143 years of DSG and what this has
meant to scores of young women and their families. We give thanks for the immense privilege of learning, teaching,
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working and living at DSG. We reflect on the wonderful contribution DSG has made to Grahamstown and to the wider
world and we renew our loyalty and commitment to handing this magnificent legacy on to the next generation intact
yet modernised, relevant and further enhanced.
Regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress

The DSG girls
celebrating the 143rd
birthday of their
fantastic school
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Academic

Classical civilisation
The Grade 8s have completed a course on Greek theatre and they are now busy with the practical component of the
course and are making Greek masks.

School reports
The end-of-term reports will go live on the portal from 13h00 on Friday 11 August when you will be able to access to
your daughter’s report by logging in to the portal.
It is important that you check you are able to log in before the release date – we cannot emphasise the importance of
this strongly enough as there have been times when parents were unable to access their daughter’s report.
You can go to the following link to access the portal:
http://dsg.schoolmagic.co.za/login.aspx
If you have any difficulties please contact Margie McLeod at m.mcleod@dsgschool.com

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Head: Academic
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Cultural
Senior Open Concert
What is courage? Is it putting
yourself at risk of failure? Making
yourself vulnerable in front of other
people? Is it opening a little window
into your soul and letting others look
inside? Then every performer at
Wednesday’s Senior Open Concert
must be labelled courageous and
applauded as such.
In terms of what the Music School
is trying to achieve it was simply
business as usual: getting the
students to “speak the language of
music” to someone who is listening.
However, to each of the 19 performers
it was an important step forward
on their personal journey towards
musical excellence. There were 16
pieces of music on display. They
ranged from the charmingly simple
early piece for piano performed by
Nomhle Mini and the guitar piece
by Emma Paul to the far more
complex and demanding pieces
that Emily Morgan, Daniel Coward
and Robyn Hendricks performed.
The spectrum of expression moved
from the heartache of the duet Not
about Angels by Leah Micklewright
and Ivana Stevens through the
emotional fragility of There are
worse things I could do by Hannah
Eia to the swashbuckling joie de
vivre of Malcolm Arnold’s Buccaneer
performed energetically by Matthew
Thompson. Yoliswa Mdlankomo
deserves special mention for her
performance of her own composition
Sorry which was very well received
by the enthusiastic audience. The
cherry on top was the opera duet
from Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro
performed with cheeky aplomb
by Lucy Schlebusch and Angela
Volschenk. Hearty congratulations to
all the performers.

Angela Volschenk

Carma-Marie Müller

Emily Morgan

Emma Paul

Carla Coltman

Robyn Hendricks

Yoliswa Mdlankomo

Leah Micklewright and Ivana Stevens
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Lucy Schlebusch

Regina Manyara

Nomhle Mini

Hannah Eia

Tarryn Whitfield and Indipile Ndamase

Sony Dyantyi

Practice room refurbishment complete
After much persistence, effort and expense the practice rooms in the David Wynne Music School are at last beginning
to look like a place where students want to spend time. Each of the ten rooms has been repaired and painted. They
also have new window catches and burglar bars, new carpets and blinds. A few also have brand new digital pianos
in them.

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture
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Sport

I spent a few days last week in Johannesburg at an international hockey tournament which was being played at Wits
University. It was great to catch up with old friends and also to watch world-class hockey with some of the best men’s
and women’s teams on show. It was an invigorating environment to be in and I returned to Grahamstown re-energised
and motivated by this elite sporting experience and also encouraged by South African hockey’s ability to host such an
event and showcase our country so well. There were some major issues, however, highlighted in both the SA men’s
and women’s teams; while the women improved during the course of the tournament and eventually finished fifth,
they had had a difficult start and the men’s team failed to make any real impact on the tournament. This lead to much
discussion about how do we convert our highly talented school pupils into top level performers at senior international
level, given that we are widely regarded as having the one of the top sporting school system in the world; one which
consistently produces talented and skilled youngsters capable of mixing it on the world stage at ages 16,17 and 18.
(This applies to all South African sports, not just hockey). More importantly, there were discussions identifying why the
current system is failing to do so.
There are of course many issues which contribute – some will argue government transformation policies are too
restrictive; some point out that we specialise too early and the levels of pressure to perform at a young age due to the
over competitiveness of school sport leads to early burnout. The degradation of our club structures and local leagues
across all sports means that it is difficult for our young players to keep learning or being sufficiently challenged after
they leave school.
One of the biggest issues for me – and is something which we can effect at school level – is changing how and what
we coach our players while they are at school. I believe it is time to move away from an instructional and set play/
rote learning model, to a more player-empowered model, where the players are taught to think for themselves, to be
more analytical, to problem solve and ‘think outside the box’. This also ties in well with the general direction that all
education at school and university is moving.
The argument is that we are not allowing our players to be independent thinkers, to be able to problem solve, to be
students of the game and be able to self analyse and eventually self coach. There are plenty of examples of this: there
was a recent YouTube video of Paddy Upton doing the rounds. He was describing the learning cycle of elite cricketers,
which highlights this. Recently, an interview with Eddie Jones, head coach of England Rugby who had spent a day

EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter 							

23 July
28
June2017
2017

with the GB women’s hockey team, was published. He wanted to find out what he could learn from a different (albeit
successful) sports code. His willingness to get ideas from another sports code and notably not a men’s sport, in an
effort to make himself a better coach and to keep moving England’s rugby forward is a lesson to all of us who coach.
Most interestingly for me was that Eddie visited the GB women’s hockey team on a Thursday. This is important, as
Thursdays in the GB women’s hockey training programme is known as ‘Thinking Thursdays’ and the whole day’s
training is dedicated to empowering the players to problem solve through challenging situations on the field, to find
their own solutions through trial and error, to build their game intelligence, and to make the correct decisions in
pressurised situations. ‘Thinking Thursdays’ is one of the many reasons for the GB women winning the hockey gold at
last year’s Rio Olympics, and it is exactly for the benefits of this training style that Eddie Jones was at the GB women’s
training base on a Thursday.
Hopefully in the future we will see some changes in the way we coach sport in South Africa, not just for the benefit
of our national teams, but also the benefit all the players who participate at any level. I often receive feedback from
parents who maintain that the coaching of the C, D and E netball and hockey teams leaves a lot to be desired. We take
this feedback seriously and have identified coach education as a major part of our plan to move DSG sport forward.
Learning from how coaches like Eddie, Paddy or Danny Kerry (GB women) think and act is just the start – putting it
into practice in our environment is the challenge which faces us.
Last weekend we played Woodridge College. When we arrived on the campus, the stark reality of the fire damage
really hit home. The number of buildings which had been destroyed was staggering, but the resilience of the whole
school to make sure the school rises from the tragedy even bigger and better than it was before is inspirational.
In the netball, we won all six of the matches played. The 1st team snuck home to a 26-22 victory, and the U16As
secured a 17-14 win. The rest of the sides won more comfortably, the pick of the bunch being the 2nd team which
won 18-6.
In the hockey, of the seven matches played, DSG won six. Most surprisingly, it was the 1st team who lost the only
match, 4-2 in what was for this team a most disappointing performance. The other teams more than made up for
this and posted some big scores: the 3rds won 6-1 (Krista Hill scoring five goals), U14As won 7-1, while the U16Cs
secured a 9-0 victory (Julia Basson with a hat trick).
We have interhouse hockey and netball this weekend, and then the final derby of the season next weekend against
KHS. However the 1st team netball match will be played next Wednesday as KHS are away on the weekend at the
national schools championships in Boksburg.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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