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Happy 90th Birthday to Crewe House
Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
This past weekend saw our Eastern Province hockey representatives return from their respective national tournaments.
EP school hockey is exceptionally strong as is evident from their outstanding results: the U18A team won their
tournament and the U16A team were runners-up nationally. This is extraordinary and it speaks volumes about the
standard of hockey at DSG where we are regarded as one of the school power-houses in the region and have 18 EP
representatives in the various teams.
We also have a secret weapon in Mr Chris Hibbert! I was proud to note that he was being interviewed on television
with regard to his opinions during an international match in Pretoria between Japan and Australia on Tuesday. Chris
accumulated a massive 118 caps for the South African men’s hockey team and was a member of ‘Team South
Africa’ at two Olympic Games. Last year, he was asked to train Britain’s national goalkeeper when they came out to
South Africa on tour. Those who know Chris will also acknowledge that he is unassuming and humble despite his
outstanding achievements.
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Chris is DSG’s Director of Sport and while his hockey expertise and knowledge are undeniably an asset, it is his
broader philosophy and approach to school sport that has made his contribution to DSG so invaluable. A victory in a
match or tournament will never be more important than the nurturing and development of the individual child and sport
at DSG is part of the holistic education we aim to provide. Chris has initiated and planned a sports strategy weekend
early next term where some members of Council and staff will gather to re-evaluate our mission and objectives for
sport at DSG.
I have just returned from a marketing and information evening in Bedford. While the gathering was small in comparison
to the ones we hold in the cities, the opportunity to mingle with our past, present and prospective Bedford parents
was a poignant reminder of where the heart and soul of DSG is formed and sustained. Most parents, in choosing
DSG for their daughters, speak of the down-to-earth, unsophisticated warmth that is so evident in our girls and in their
friendships with one another. Many acknowledge that this is due to our ‘Eastern Cape flavour’. Our Council and senior
management team are cognizant of this and are committed to maintaining a high pupil enrolment from this region. I
shall also be hosting similar functions in Queenstown and Graaff-Reinet over the next couple of days.
It is worth interrogating what it is about our Eastern Cape and, more specifically, the rural community that has drawn
and continues to draw girls from places like Johannesburg and Cape Town as well as countries throughout Africa.
I believe it is the high value placed by these communities on bringing up their children to be respectful, principled,
independent adults whose focus remains firmly on family, relationships and community. While high standards of
behaviour and accountability are expected, love and support are also in abundance. These families have mostly been
able to resist the materialism and consumerism of this world and they continue to cherish and nurture old-fashioned
values and beliefs.
This is what forms the heart and soul of DSG and it was tangible in my conversations and interactions with the Bedford
community. They are warm, sociable and quick to laugh. They are deeply caring of one another and of one another’s
children and they are generously welcoming of visitors. I thank them for a wonderful evening, for their ongoing support
of DSG and for their immeasurable contribution to the core of who we are.
Regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress

EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter 							

21 July 2017

Happy 90th Birthday Crewe

Yola Sishuba, Head of House, spoke on behalf of the girls of Crewe
On 14 July 1917 this beautiful building that most of us call home was built. That amounts to 90 years of love, laughter,
spirit and most evidently this indescribable sisterhood that every Crewe girl has cherished and forever keeps in her
heart.
Due to this special day Crewe House was able to celebrate with a high tea that was set up in our verdant garden, as the
weather was on our side. We were joined by our special guests, Mark Cotton, Kirsty Cockcroft, Joan Davis, Ann-Marie
Hahndiek, Angie Marriner, Jan Tagg, Victoria Ter Morshuizen, Jos Wortley, Glenda Williams-Wynn, Susan Walters and
the Allanson family – Buffy, Rosie, Tigger and Gracie Allanson who have all been Head of House in Crewe.
The programme was run by our MC for the afternoon, Michelle De Kock; Julia Stevens shared a reading and lead us
in prayer; I was able to do the address and I was followed by the Allanson family who shared their hilarious stories and
their passion for the Crewe family. Bulelani Mabanga then ended the high tea on a good note as she thanked every
individual who contributed to making the high tea exceptional.
Thank you to Ms Konjwa, Ms Bowles, Ms Frayne, Mr Wright, Ms Redfern, the ground staff, the DSG catering team
and the past and present Crewe House family that made the celebratory day even more special than one can imagine.
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Happy 90th Birthday Crewe
The year is 1927.
An earthquake measuring 8 on the Richter scale hits Japan. Bavaria
lifts its ban on Hitler’s speeches (big mistake) and Charles Lindbergh
takes off on the first non-stop solo flight across the Atlantic.
Closer to home, Walter Sisulu leaves school at the age of 15 and
Albert Luthuli gets married.
And 90 years ago – on this very day – this beautiful building which
most of us call home was built. That amounts to 90 years of love,
laughter, spirit and most importantly, that indescribable sisterhood
that every Crewe girl has cherished and forever keeps in her heart.
When I am asked why I chose to go to boarding school, my response is that, besides the fact that DSG is a spectacular
school with amazing opportunities, going to boarding school – specifically to DSG, specifically to Crewe – is like
having a sleepover with your best friends: every single day.
I remember walking around Crewe during my first week in Grade 8 just to get a feel of the House. I remember looking
at the framed photos all over the walls around the house, at the past house photos dating from the early 1900s and
just feeling this incredible sense of excitement at creating my own memories of this house.
I would like us to take time to appreciate all that the past and present Housemistresses and Housemothers have
done for Crewe. Mrs Konzwa, Ms Kingwell and Mrs Bowles give us so much love and support; they allow us to have
fun and enjoyment while still maintaining the discipline in the House. They – and other staff like them who have gone
before – are the reason why Crewe has been standing here for the past 90 years.
I acknowledge how privileged we are to attend this school and to be part of such a beautiful and special House. In
1927, I would not have been able to be here – to attend this school or be in this House or stand before you today as
the Head of Crewe. A sobering thought.
For the past 90 years, God has blessed Crewe. I ask, in His name, that His blessings continue and that the Crewe
girls live in His love and peace.
Yola Sishuba’s speech
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Academic
Matric Examination Preparation Camp: 3–5 September 2017
The Exam Prep Camp will start at 08:00 on Sunday 3 September. This time, which is used to focus on the specific
language and demands of the exam papers, has become increasingly popular as girls use the time to really focus on
the upcoming examinations.
Online booking and further information will be available in due course, however, it is recommended that you make any
airline bookings as soon as possible.

Drama Tour 2018 - London, Edinburgh and Athens
There are still a few places left on our exciting 12 day tour to London, Edinburgh and Athens in August 2018. The tour
is open to all Grade 10 and 11 learners (2018) with an interest in arts, culture, music, literature and theatre. Dramatic
Arts’ learners will benefit immensely from this educational tour as we will cover the origins of theatre in Ancient Greece,
get an overview of the historical and contemporary theatre industry in London and most exciting of all, gain exposure
to the latest cutting edge theatre and arts scene at the Edinburgh Festival – the largest arts’ festival internationally.
Please contact Susan Baker at s.baker@dsgschool.com for the itinerary and other details of the tour.
Afrikaans Junior ‘Bekgeveg’
The Afrikaans Department welcomed
its largest group ever to the Victoria
Hotel on Wednesday 19 July for the
Junior Bekgeveg. All the speakers
are to be commended for the quality
of their speeches and the effort that
had obviously been made. First
place went to Sascha Van der Merwe
with special mention being made of
Angela Volschenk and Ané Strydom.
These Grade 8 and 9 girls showed us
that we can certainly look forward to
big things from them in the future!

Sascha van der Merwe is congratulated
by the judges

Thank you to all the parents who
came to support their children.

Dionne Redfern

Deputy Head: Academic
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The happy tour group at St John’s College
Music Tour 2017
On Monday 10 July, approximately half the 2017 Music
Tour group flew to Johannesburg where they had
a happy reunion with the rest of the 60 tourists at the
Indaba Hotel that evening. A fruitful rehearsal that night
knocked off any half-term rust. The tour began in earnest
very early the next morning with three short concerts in
quick succession at St Peter’s Prep School in Fourways.
This was a demanding exercise because each of the
five ensembles on tour could only perform one item and
everybody needed to switch on immediately. Our young
audience were left with an indelible impression of both the
quantity and quality of music on offer at College and DSG.
The rest of the day was spent at the Cradle of Humankind
and the evening included shopping at Sandton Square
and a night at the theatre.

The string ensemble at St Mary’s School, Waverley

Wednesday morning had a slower start and after a leisurely
breakfast we headed for St Mary’s School, Waverley.
There were two spectacular things about St Mary’s: one
was the quality of their theatre known as ‘The Edge’ and
the second was the enthusiasm of their audience. Our
musicians upped their game accordingly and were given
a response normally reserved for rock stars. Two of the
many highlights included: (1) the screaming standing
ovation given to Alex Duckworth and the Contemporary
Band for their rendition of Dreaming by Island Lights and
(2) the willingness of the audience to participate in an
auctioning of Francis Christie’s phone number after his
rock-god-like guitar solo in the Wind Orchestra piece. The
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evening concert that same day was an entirely different affair in that it was in a church and it was reserved for the wider
DSG and Andrean family in Johannesburg. St Michael’s in Bryanston was packed to the hilt with happy parents who
were delighted by what they saw and heard. The undeniable competency of matric musicians such as Bradley van
Heerden, Claire Squires, Tamia Mfazi and Zuko Yaka were clear for everybody to see. There have been numerous
requests for similar performances during Balloon Week and K-day for far-afield parents.
The last concert of the tour took place on Thursday morning at St John’s College. By this stage our performers were
reacting like seasoned professionals and the boys of St John’s were blown away. The young man who won the right
to conduct the Wind Orchestra was particularly delighted by his experience. Their Director of Music remarked that
he was stunned by our versatility and the quality of our work. A tired but very satisfied tour group arrived back in
Grahamstown at 21:00 that same day.
Many thanks to Ms Rennie, Ms Van Blerk, Messrs Pretorius, Van Heerden, Heynsen, Mkula and Flanagan for all their
hard work. Thanks also to Mr Zingele and Mr Zonke for driving all our equipment safely up to Johannesburg and back
again.

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture

Julia Hawkes at the drums

Symphonic Wind Ensemble at St John’s College

The Chamber Choir performing at St Michael’s church

EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter 							

Community Engagement

Mandela Day Community Secret Scarf Mission
Under the management and assistance of Sandra Nagel, the girls have
been enthusiastically knitting scarves for this very creative community
project. On Wednesday 13 July, we handed over 43 scarves of the
400 that were draped around the Grahamstown Church Square as a
reminder of the spirit of giving which is inherent in Mandela Day.
Anyone in the Grahamstown community was invited to take and wear
a scarf. Unfortunately this event happened during school hours and
the girls were not able to witness it; nevertheless they have been
invited to contribute even more scarves to assist the Fort England
Psychiatric Hospital community. A number of girls are still knitting and
completing their scarves.
The Rhodes Business School extended a big thank you to all the
girls who contributed towards this event which was born out of the ‘67
blankets for Madiba Day’ project.

Rev Sue Patron

Director of Community Engagement
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Sport
Last week we reported on how exceptionally well Louisa Pagel had
done when representing EP U18 A at the interprovincial squash
tournament. This week, we can pay tribute to other DSG EP squash
girls, as well as report on the brilliant results of the interprovincial
hockey tournaments which ended last Friday.
Squash
The EP U16B squash team, with Ivana Stevens, ended fifth in their
competition, while the EP U14A squash team, which included Olivia
Price, Chelsea Cordner, Jane Dixie and Indipile Ndamase, finished
sixth at their interprovincial tournament.
Hockey
The Eastern Province hockey teams enjoyed great success at the
various interprovincial tournaments:
The U14A EP team, with Jane Dixie, Nicky Voges, Vuyo Motsilili and
Lauren Viljoen finished third in the interprovincial tournament, winning
a bronze medal.
The U14 East Cape team (a combined Border and Eastern Province
team), with Enya Kemp, Olivia Davidson and Erin Preston won the
bronze medal at the South African Winter Games.
In the U16s, Nina Owen-Jones captained the EP U16A team which
made the finals of the national U16 tournament, bringing home a
silver medal.
Diana Dixie, Annie Jones, Torva Sharwood and Nicky Ralston were in the EP U16B team and they went one better
– winning the gold medal in the B division, having gone through the week unbeaten and winning all seven of their
matches.
In the U18 division, Willow Gainsford, Bailey Dovey and Gigi Pfaff represented EP U18B which finished fifth in their
tournament, while Jenny Du Toit and Julie Jevon were part of the victorious EP U18A team which won the U18 IPT
and were crowned national U18 champions. This is the first time in many years that EP have won this title: an amazing
achievement for Julie and Jenny.
While there was no official derby day fixture this past Saturday, there was a hockey-thon on Webster Astro to raise
funds for Woodridge College. It was a wonderful day, and children as young as five took part along with parents, staff
and, of course, the girls of DSG and boys of St Andrew’s. According to our records, 70 senior school girls played over
the course of the day and made a contribution to the fund. The spirit on the day was very special and much fun and
laughter was had on the field. Thank you to all the girls who took part and contributed. The following was sent by Mr
Gary Frayne, the main driver of the event.
The St Andrew’s College hockey club joined with the hockey clubs of DSG Senior and Junior schools, as well
as those of St Andrew’s Prep to host a festival of hockey on Saturday. Hockey was played continuously from
08h30 until 17h00, as players of all ages participated in social, yet competitive matches in order to raise money
for Woodridge College Sport as much of their equipment was destroyed in the recent fire. A number of College
players, many non-hockey club members joined in the fun, and made a massive contribution to the fund, but
importantly, also assisted in creating a wonderful atmosphere on Webster, promoting hockey as a fun, yet
competitive sport. A huge thanks to all of those boys, staff and parents who supported the venture.
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Horse riding
We have more to celebrate as we have a national champion in our midst! Eventing, which is one of the main Olympic
equestrian events, is a multi-disciplinary sport which involves dressage, show jumping and cross country. This very
demanding sport takes place over two or three days and the horse and rider have to do well in all disciplines and be
good all-rounders to succeed.
Therefore, we acknowledge and congratulate Bella Houghton who competed in the South African National Eventing
Championships held during half-term. Bella entered as an independent and won the individual 70cm competition: a
great result for her.
Jess Rushmere and Emily Roodt, who had both been selected for the EP Eventing team on the basis of their previous
results in eventing competitions, competed in the 1m and 90cm events respectively. The EP team won a silver medal
for both catagories.
Swimming
Shaelyn Walker swam in the Coldwater Classic double
mile in Jeffreys Bay over the weekend and despite testing
conditions, she was the first female home and finished
second overall. Congratulations, Shaelyn!
This weekend we are off to Woodridge and I am sure
that the devastation of the fire which raged through their
campus a few weeks back will truly hit home on Saturday
when we arrive. I am excited about going to Woodridge,
not only to show support for them, but also because they
will be hosting their first sports fixture after the fire and
we hope that this will be the start of their healing process
and help them to know that they can cope and keep
moving forward. For those who are planning to watch on
Saturday, the fixtures and times are on the sports portal. The 1st team netball plays at 09h20, while the 1st team
hockey is on at 13h20.

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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General
Prefect Dance
On Saturday evening the prefects hosted
the annual Grade 10 and 11 dance at the
Highlander. The prefects organise this dance
as fund raiser and this year they have chosen
to donate the proceeds towards a sanitary
pad drive taking place in the Grahamstown
community.
The dance was a great success with more
than 200 people attending the cocktail-style
function where pizza, good music and lots of
dancing took place.
Well done to the prefects for organising the
event – Gemma MacRobert is to be especially
thanked for going the extra mile in assisting
with decorations. We would also like to thank
Mrs Sue Webber, Ms Mareli Human and Mr
David Wright for chaperoning the event.
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Winner Best Real Estate
Agency, Best Marketing
and Best Website.

Contact us to take advantage of our marketing expertise.
Office 046 622 2778 / grahamstown@pamgolding.co.za
pamgolding.co.za/grahamstown
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You are warmly invited to meet
Ms Shelley Frayne, Head of DSG
at an

Information Evening
Friday 21 July 2017
18h00
Drostdy Hotel, 30 Church Street,Graaff-Reinet
For more information and to RSVP contact Vanessa Bowes
082 331 1152 | v.bowes@dsgschool.com

A leading independent girls’ boarding school
founded in 1874 and well known for its rich heritage,
proud traditions and singular achievements.
Places available in Grade 6 for 2018.

Exceptional all-round education: developing remarkable women
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