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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
I write this letter on the back of another very successful K-Day where great sportsmanship, collegiality and friendship
abounded. You will note from the sports report that DSG was incredibly successful in the actual matches. We are,
of course, very proud of that, but the real story is the coming together of three great schools – friends, cousins,
colleagues, neighbours and even siblings and spouses – to make music, cheer and compete. I thank Kingswood
College for providing that for us and for the wonderful spirit in which the week unfolded.
As I said last week, fittingly we began the festivities with a joint music concert and from there competitions began
with rivalry between debating teams as well as in many sports matches. This competition has become another rite
of passage for our Grade 8s who every year perform their ‘Foxy’ before the start of the 1st hockey match. They were
outstanding and Matrics, Kirstie Stevenson, Yola Sishuba and Lily Nkosiyane, must be warmly congratulated on their
success. Training 81 girls to dance in unison is no mean feat and they managed it with good humour and positive
energy. Well done also to Head Girl Tamia Mfazi, who led the charge playing the saxophone!

The K-Day 2017 ‘Foxy’ Dance

Head Girl Tamia Mfazi playing the saxophone at
the K-Day Music Concert
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Ten-Year Leavers’ Reunion
The girls at the netball on Friday and at the hockey on Saturday seemingly never ran out of energy with their war cries,
and putting the ‘spell’ together also took great skill; I congratulate our cheerleaders – Danielle Stanley, Jordan Cox,
Lily Nkosiyane and Yola Sishuba. Well done also to all the girls on games well played and their tremendous support
of one another.
The entire organisation of this event, and every other derby day, falls on the shoulders of our sports department – Ms
Patty Tooley, Ms Aneliza Geel and Mr Clinton York – under the highly competent and steady leadership of Mr Chris
Hibbert. I congratulate them on a job exceptionally well done and thank them for hours of service to DSG.
Over the past weekend we also hosted our 2007 Matrics. By all accounts they were an exceptional group of girls
and they have emerged as extraordinary young women. Their loyalty and passion for DSG is palpable and they were
generous in their praise of our present girls and changes made since they were at school. Prior to returning for their
reunion they, together with their College counterparts, collected funds to contribute towards the schools’ Community
Engagement programme. This was an entirely unsolicited gesture and speaks volumes of their collective generosity
and spirit of philanthropy. I thank them most sincerely.
A desire to be in the DSG Chapel and to worship there was a mark of this past reunion and of the reunion for the 20-,
25-, 30- and 40-year leavers two weeks ago. This past weekend, Fr Rob hosted a service for the 2007 Matrics in
which they especially remembered Lizzie White who was a member of their year group and had passed away while
still at school. Two weeks ago, we had a record number of Old Girls attending our Sunday morning chapel service.
It was wonderful to have them participating in a communion service with us and to hear them sing the descant in the
school hymn at the end of the service.
I’d like to pay a special tribute to Fr Rob and Mr Mike Skipper. Fr Rob is an outstanding spiritual leader whose sincerity
in worship means that the tone is fitting no matter the occasion. Mr Mike Skipper, together with his Chapel Choir, has
added immeasurably to the quality of worship at DSG. Well done and thank you, faithful servants!
I write this letter from Cape Town where I am attending an Anglican Schools AGM and supporting our 1st team netball
and hockey girls against Herschel, Rustenburg and Springfield. I wish the girls all the best and that their games are a
reflection of all their hard work this season

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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DSG ten-year leavers enjoying the reunion which took place over K-Day weekend
10-Year Leavers’ Reunion
–
–
–
–
–
–

Hugs
Kisses
Laughing
Sharing memories
Catching up
Camaraderie

Just some of what made the 2007 leavers’ reunion such a special weekend.
A group of 80 OAs and DSG Old Girls from far and wide converged on
Grahamstown last weekend to reminisce, catch up and enjoy all that K-Day
offers. They revived traditional rivalries in rugby and hockey matches against
the Old Kingswoodians on Friday afternoon, and enjoyed time with peers and
teachers at the Reunion Dinner in the Lowlander of Friday evening. It was
especially exciting to welcome Mr Bruce Probyn to the reunion: the class of
2007 was the last group of girls he saw through Matric before he left to take
up a position as Head of Herschel in Cape Town. A slightly more serious
note was brought to the festivities by Mr Alan Thompson (head of College),
Ms Shelley Frayne (head of DSG) as well as Yandi Mini (head boy, 2007)
and Jane Hampson (née Herold, deputy head girl, 2007) who addressed the
leavers. Mr Des Alcock’s music ensured the festive ambiance continued into
the small hours.
On Saturday, the group enjoyed having tea with their respective Heads, were
given a tour around their school and were brought up to date with changes
and improvements since 2007 and what had remained the same. And then
– K-Day with the crowds of people all enjoying themselves and watching
sport played with intensity and passion but at the end of the day, with great
sportsmanship and pride regardless of the score.
It was a truly memorable weekend and we look forward to welcoming the class of 2007 back in 2027!
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Enjoying catching up with friends and teachers
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‘Ask Tom Live’ – Grade 11 and 12 Business Studies
On Tuesday evening, Business Studies pupils gathered in the Schönland Lecture Theatre for a live online Webinar
session from Tempe, Arizona USA, during which they participated in “Ask Tom Live” with Tom Wheelwright.
Mr Tom Wheelwright, CPA, is the creative force behind ProVision and one of Robert Kiyosaki’s team of Rich Dad
advisors. Tom, who is a well-known speaker, is a published author and wealth education innovator. His main area of
expertise is in partnerships and corporation tax strategies. He, with Robert Kiyosaki, visited our schools in July last
year to hold an entrepreneurship and investment workshop with our Business Studies classes.
The Business Studies pupils put forward some pertinent questions for Mr Wheelwright which he answered during the
initial ‘closed mic’ session of the evening. Thereafter, some of the pupils asked further questions which Mr Wheelwright
answered during the ’open mic’ forum. The questions included topics to do with tax, government policies, investment
risks, the present economic climate in South Africa and possible entrepreneurial ventures in the future.

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Head: Academic
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A Poetic Collective:
Current and past members of the Cornish Society with Tsitsi Sachikonye (back row second from right)
Cornish Collective
The Cornish Society is a loose collective of pupils who share a love of poetry, and are brave enough to share their
writings with their peers.
It has become a Cornish Society tradition to hold a reunion over the K-Day weekend and this year six past members
joined the current society for their meeting on Sunday 18 June.
Our special guest was Tsitsi Sachikonye, a distinguished Zimbabwean poet who is currently busy with her PhD in
French Literature at Rhodes. Tsitsi has recently completed an anthology of her poems which is in pre-production. She
created a marvellous, ambient atmosphere in the library and the members were greeted by a circle of candles when
they arrived. Against this sombre background Tsitsi shared several of her poems with the Cornish Society. Afterwards
she discussed her poems and poetry writing with the group. Her winning combination of enthusiasm, sincerity and
honesty makes it easy for her to relate to school pupils and they all learned a great deal from her.
After Tsitsi’s presentation the Cornish Society members shared their own writings, with the older members encouraging
the younger ones to contribute. We were also treated to the odd poem or two sent from former members who couldn’t
make the reunion.
One of the benefits of the Cornish reunions is the opportunity it affords pupils to interact informally with students and
learn a little bit about what life will be like at university. The meeting ended with a very sociable hot chocolate session
and the sharing of many stories.
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Drama Tour 2018 - London, Edinburgh and Athens
The Drama Department is excited to announce that it is planning a 12-day tour to London, Edinburgh and Athens in
August 2018. The tour has been tailored to be of educational value to Dramatic Arts pupils and will incorporate the
origins of theatre in Ancient Greece, an overview of the theatre industry in London and exposure to the latest cuttingedge theatre at the Edinburgh Festival.
The tour is available to Grade 10 and 11 Dramatic Arts pupils (2018) as well as to others in Grade 10 and 11 who have
an interest in the arts and theatre.
Please contact Susan Baker at s.baker@dsgschool.com for the itinerary and other details of the tour.

Geography Tour 2018
The Geography department is excited to announce that there will be a 17-day tour to Namibia (Fish River Canyon,
Sossusvlei, Swakopmund, Etosha); Botswana (Okavango Delta) and Zimbabwe (Victoria Falls) in April 2018.
The tour will be in a specialised overland truck (24 seater) and will include camping, chalet facilities and hotel overnight stays and is available to Grade 10, 11 and 12 Geography pupils (2018).
Please contact Mandy Ladds at m.ladds@sacschool.com for the itinerary and other details of the tour.
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Cultural

K-Day Music Concert
Tuesday 13 June saw the second K-Day music concert take place in the Centenary Hall at 19:00. Essentially it was an
attempt to soften the ‘dog-eats-dog’ atmosphere around the sporting rivalry between these great schools by sharing
with each other rather than competing against each other. The result was a glorious celebration of musical youth
performed to an enthusiastic audience.
Kingswood brought their clarinet ensemble, saxophone ensemble, a flute soloist, a trio consisting of piano, baritone
saxophone and drums and their concert band. Representing the David Wynne Music School was the SAC/DSG
Senior string ensemble, Tamia Mfazi (alto sax), Carla Coltman (piano), a contemporary duo (guitar with vocals and
keyboard) and the DSG/SAC wind orchestra.
There were many highlights but two outstanding performances must be noted. Firstly, the hilarious Lennox and the
Sebes trio from Kingswood that had everybody in fits of laughter as well as in awe at the music skills on display.
Secondly, Francis Christie and Zuko Yaka delivering a very professional performance of Cape Cod Kwassa Kwassa
by Vampire Weekend that drew a raucous and enthusiastic response from their young audience.
The way the concert ended was highly significant. The Kingswood concert band and our own wind orchestra combined
to form a huge ensemble of 66 players! They performed a rousing rendition of the famous Colonel Bogey March by
Kenneth Alford to the delight of the packed house.
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Youth Day Celebrations
This year’s student-organised and led Youth Day celebration was a powerful and thought-provoking marking of the
41st anniversary of 16 June 1976. Guests were treated to wonderful music from the Prep marimba band, the DSG
chapel choir, the SAC chapel choir, a jazz quartet as well some inventive and well-executed dance from Senior School
dancers.
The two speakers brought powerful messages to the gathering. DSG Head Girl, Tamia Mfazi, delivered the most
eloquent speech entitled “We are the ones we have been waiting for”. Her message was unequivocal: things are not
what they should be in present day South Africa and the only people who can make the Rainbow Nation realise its
true potential are the young people seated there that day. The visiting speaker was David Scott, a musician from a
band known as The Kiffness. He certainly grabbed everybody’s attention by starting with a Rap song that included a
trumpet solo. The song was a provocative one about how white privilege made it a crime to be white in today’s South
Africa. His challenge could be encapsulated in the words “after privilege, equality will feel like oppression”. He likened
the process (for white people) of coming to terms with post-apartheid society to going through the five stages of grief:
denial, anger, bargaining, depression and acceptance.
One of the most poignant moments came near the end when the DSG chapel choir, accompanied by the string
ensemble performed the very moving hymn The Holy Spirit must come down and Africa will be saved. The conductor
was Tamia Mfazi and Bule Mabanga read a heartfelt, eloquent prayer over the music. At the very end everybody stood
and launched into the National Anthem.
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Senior Open Concert
Last Wednesday evening saw the second Senior Open Concert of Term 2 take place in the David Wynne auditorium
at 17h30. It was a particularly interesting occurrence of this very important regular event in the cultural calendar.
The Open Concerts were instigated way back in 1991 to give young musicians at DSG and College the essential
opportunity to ‘speak’ the ‘language’ of music in a public forum and thus make sense of these bewildering studies they
have undertaken. This time there were 13 young musicians who made full use of the opportunity presented to them.
There were six pianists on display ranging from promising beginners like Nosiphiwo Nabo to competent virtuosos-inthe-making like Claire Squires. There were two cellists exercising their skills at the top of their game: Daniel Erasmus
and Claire Squires. To round off the list of performers there were two singers, one with a guitar (Dali Banda) who
melted everyone’s heart and one drummer, one viola player and one violinist in the form Bradley Van Heerden. The
whole concert was characterised by the mature and muscular performances by the Music School’s top string players.
Some meaty music enjoyed by all!

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture

Claire Squires

Dali Banda

Nosiphiwo Nabo

Vile Diko

Tarryn Whitfield

Claire Squires
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Community Engagement
The following girls have recently attained their Bronze Standard for the President’s Award:

Carla Norris

Danielle Stanley

Jemma Quin

Juliette Ridley

Peo Ramokgopa

Rev Sue Paton
Director of Community Engagement

Congratulations to the Pipe Band
On Monday morning, the Pipe Band was invited to tea with the Headmaster of St Andrew’s College in order to
congratulate the band for the hard work that went in to their performances at the Settler’s Monument for the Rotary
“Kindle A Spark” conference as well as the St Andrew’s College Review parade, the 1st XV rugby and 1st XI hockey
pre-match performances.
The band is growing in confidence and capability through a dedicated approach to their respective instruments.
Mr Bruce Steele-Gray was present to echo the congratulations from Mr Thompson and kindly presented the band with
a donation from Rotary for the performance.
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Three generations of DSG sport supporters, from the left: Jax Hickey, Jill Rolfe, Josie Hickey and Sarah-Anne Orphanides

Sport
After the intensity of the past three home fixtures, culminating in K-Day, it is somewhat of a relief for us in the sport
department to be able to catch our breath this week.
While there will always be some things we would like to improve, in hindsight, the K-Day experience was (in our
opinion) outstanding in every respect and one which we are very proud of having had a part in. It was a wonderful
few days of celebration from many perspectives. As well as the sport, there was dancing, music and debating. There
was lots of laughter. There were new memories made and memories of the past shared. It brought the community of
DSG – girls, parents, staff and Old Girls – closer.
I would like to take this opportunity to highlight the fantastic team we have to work with: the catering staff who provided
meals and refreshments throughout the weekend; the grounds staff who made sure that everything was in order;
and the Marketing, Communications and IT departments which all offered behind-the-scenes support and played a
valuable role in ensuring the success of the weekend. I must make special mention of Clinton York and Aneliza Geel
who put in long hours behind the scenes to ensure the success of this wonderful occasion.
In terms of the sport, we are very proud of the outstanding results achieved by our girls. Not only did they play their
hearts out on the day, but they had all put in the hard work leading up to this highlight of the winter season. However,
we were even more proud of them for the manner with which they conducted themselves both on and off the courts
and fields throughout the weekend.
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DSG 1st team netball K-day match
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Exciting netball vs Kingswood College
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In the netball, of the 21 matches played, DSG won 14 and lost seven. There were a number of standout results, most
notably the U14Cs who won 29-3, The U15Bs who won 28-6, and the U15As who won 27-7. In the open age groups
the 2nds and 3rds both secured narrow victories, but the standout performance of the weekend was undoubtedly our
1st netball team. Going into their match as the underdogs, they showed incredible spirit to run away with the match,
securing a 32-17 victory in front of a huge crowd who were treated to some sublime netball.
In the hockey, we played 15 matches against Kingswood, of which we won 12, and drew three with no losses. The
DSG U14B team had the standout result of the day with their 8-0 win. Amy Fowlds scored a hat trick in the game. Tayla
Brown also scored a hat trick for the U16Es who beat Kingswood’s U16Cs 5-0. The 1st team match was a close affair.
DSG had the most chances in the first half, but could only score the one goal to go into the break 1-0 up. Kingswood
came back strongly in the second half, and with just four minutes remaining, managed to score the equaliser.
The atmosphere around Webster field during the game was sensational, with crowds of people turning up to watch the
game, despite the bitterly cold wind. The hard work the girls had put into perfecting the K-Day traditions was evident:
the enthusiastic war cries, the DSG Spell and the Grade 8 Foxy added to the wonderful atmosphere and there was
little doubt that K-Day was indeed a special day.
Although K-Day is behind us, there is still plenty of action: our 1st hockey and netball teams are in Cape Town to play
matches against Rustenburg, Springfield and Herschel on a whistle stop tour of the Cape. The rest of our hockey and
netball teams have a much deserved weekend off.
The Grade 8s and 9s are busy writing their exams this week and next. We are firm believers that sport and exercise
provide the girls much needed relief from their books and it is also an established fact that exercise helps memory
retention. However, we do appreciate the pressure the girls are under during their exams and we will reduce the
compulsory sport expectations this week and next. There is still plenty on offer to all the girls and we will encourage
them to make use of the opportunities available to them. It would be most helpful if parents did the same and reminded
their daughter that regular exercise is key to a healthy mind and body.
1st team fixtures in Cape Town
Friday, 23 June 2017

Saturday, 24 June 2017

Rustenburg
14h30 1st Netball
14h45 1st Hockey
Springfield
16h30 1st Netball
18h30 1st Hockey

Herschel
08h15 1st Netball
09h15 1st Hockey

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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The DSG U14B team won their K-Day match 8 - 0

K-Day hockey action from the U14s to the 2nd team
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K-Day 1st team hockey
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MUSIC TOUR 2017
10 - 13 JULY

You are warmly invited to attend the performance by pupils from the
Diocesan School for Girls and St Andrew’s College
during their music tour to Johannesburg.
Wednesday 12 July
Concert at St Michael’s Church Bryanston
19h00 - 20h00
Social afterwards
For further information please contact Paula Cotton 046 603 4312
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Information Evening
Wednesday 28 June 2017
18h00
Protea Hotel Kampala
(Elgon Terrace, 9421,
John Babiha Avenue, Kampala)
Children are encouraged to accompany
their parents | Dress: School Uniform

For more information and to RSVP
contact Craig Hatches | 083 351 5575

Prospective parents are warmly invited to attend an
Information Evening on our family of leading independent
boarding schools
St Andrew’s College | The Diocesan School for Girls
St Andrew’s Preparatory School
Situated in Grahamstown in the Eastern Cape.

A family of three boarding schools, highly regarded for excellence in all spheres of education.
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Please be advised that the deadline for applications
for the 2017 Nepal trip has been extended to
Monday 3 July 2017
Email your application forms to Rev Susan Paton - s.paton@dsgschool.com

EN AVANT

