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The Grade 8 girls love performing the ‘foxy’ at K-Day
Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
The girls are busy preparing their ‘foxy’ and ‘DSG spell’ for K-Day while at the same time juggling their normal busy
programme. Prefects are putting the finishing touches to Youth Day celebrations and teachers are pushing girls to
complete a certain amount of the curriculum before the upcoming examinations. Understandably, in some quarters
tempers are fraying. The seniors are finding out that managing a Grade 8 group leaning a ‘foxy’ dance routine is not
dissimilar to herding cats and the cheerleaders are experiencing similar levels of frustration in training the school
for the ‘spell’ routine. In the midst of this, the academic pressure continues unabated, as do all the extra-curricular
activities.
I recently came across an article in Education Week that referred to an increasing tendency by schools in the USA
to include a score for the softer skills as well as academic achievement in reports. Skills such as determination and
grit, intellectual risk taking, relationship building and metacognition (an awareness of your own learning process) are
being rated. These report cards are being referred to as ‘character growth charts’ or ‘student-strength assessments’
and although it is recognized that there will be some subjectivity to this process, the motivation behind it is to involve
parents more fully in the overall development of their children.
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The obvious question this raises is: if we are measuring these skills, how are we seeking to develop them? Undoubtedly,
further research will uncover a myriad of ways this can be done, from encouraging teachers to ask open-ended
questions, teaching coding, expecting young people to take responsibility for their own learning and actions, and
using collaborative learning as a teaching tool – much of which we do here. However, the impact of our hidden
curriculum so evident in the run-up to Youth Day and K-Day plays an immeasurable role in this regard. Eighty Grade
8 girls attempting to learn a dance routine in unison, prefects inviting a guest speaker (including negotiating a fee)
and working with four schools to put together a Youth Day programme, and close to 400 girls coming together in an
attempt to create something unique and special has all the ingredients for encouraging the development of character.
Fundamental to this process is that we, the adults, need to caution against stepping in too quickly to rescue, while at
the same time being able to discern when it has all become too much. We won’t be correct in this discernment every
time but provided we have our ears to the ground, we can rely on past experience and make a reasonably accurate
judgement. The matrics are letting us know that they are exhausted and that there is too much pressure at the
moment. We are listening to them and gauging the levels of distress. For the time being, however, we have resolved
to counsel and assist on a case-by-case basis.
I remind all parents of DSG’s strong pastoral care network. If you are concerned about your daughter’s well-being
or progress, your first port of call is her tutor. Added to this, you can contact our educational psychologist, Ms. Jane
Jarvis, our clinical psychologist, Ms. Mandy Thacker, or the chaplain, Fr Rob Penrith. I have included in this newsletter
other people who may be of assistance. Also the ‘Information for Parents’ book can be accessed on the D6 (under
Resources). In the booklet you will find details of tutors, Grade Heads, the organogram of the school structure and
other useful information.

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Headmistress: 		
Ms Shelley Frayne									
				s.frayne@dsgschool.com
							
Deputy (Pupil Affairs) 		
Mr David Wright 									
				d.wright@dsgschool.com
								
Deputy (Academic) 		
Ms Dionne Redfern								
				d.redfern@dsgschool.com
				
Chaplain:
		
Rev. Rob Penrith									
				r.penrith@dsgschool.com
								
Financial Manager: 		
Mrs Penny York									
				p.york@dsgschool.com
San Sisters: 			
Sr Tania Montauge
				
Sr Louise Rischbeter
				d.san@dsgschool.com
				
School hours: 046 603 4313
				
After hours: 046 636 1403
				
Emergencies: 082 562 7022
				
Sports Director:		
Mr Chris Hibbert									
				c.hibbert@dsgschool.com
PA to the Headmistress:
Mrs Angela Southey									
				a.southey@dsgschool.com

The most effective way of communicating is by email as members of staff are generally fully committed during the day
and may not be contactable by phone.
Parents have the opportunity of meeting with their daughter’s teachers to discuss her academic, sporting and cultural
progress. These meetings take place during the morning of the half-term travel day. Details of the dates, times and
venues of these meetings are given in the term calendar.
Should you wish to speak to the teachers at another time, please contact your daughter’s tutor who will arrange a
meeting.
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D6 School Communicator
We have an effective communication tool, the D6 School Communicator, which offers an easy way for you to receive
our general news, upcoming events and results on a daily basis. Once installed, the information will automatically
update onto your PC and pop up when your turn it on. There is no cost and it is up to you if you wish to install it. You
can decide what information you wish to receive (i.e. just information pertaining to certain grades or everything that
is added).
To get the information you need, it is important that you personalise
what you want to receive by clicking on the ‘PERSONALISE’ tab and ticking the relevant boxes immediately after
installation. Please fill in the ‘MY DETAILS’ section and up-date it if your information changes at any time.
To install the DSG D6 School Communicator, please go to the school webpage (www.dsgschool.com) and click on
‘Links for Parents’ in the menu at the top of the page which will direct you to the D6 communicator.
You can also download the app onto your cell phone by means of this QR code.

For any support or installation problems, please contact the D6 School Communicator support team on 0860 22 11
36 or support@school-communicator.com.
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Academic
Grade 9 Subject Choice Information for Pupils and Parents
At the end of this term, we will be asking the Grade 9s to choose the subjects they intend taking to Matric. To help your
daughter make the best choice for her, we are hosting an information evening for the girls and their parents. Heads of
Department of the various subjects will be available to discuss the content of their subject as well as pointers about
the demands of the subject. There will be the opportunity to ask questions and to meet with the various teachers at
the end of the evening.
We encourage parents of girls in Grade 9 to attend this event if possible. We cannot stress strongly enough the
importance of making the right subject choice with your daughter as this will determine much about the rest of her
academic career as well as her enjoyment of her studies at school. This year, we have had far too many girls asking
to change subjects for various reasons, many of which could have been pre-empted had the girl’s initial choice been
more thoroughly investigated. It is always extremely difficult for girls (and their teachers) to try to catch up a subject,
especially once teaching of the Matric syllabus has started and their work load increases exponentially.
Date: 15 June 2017
Venue: Lilla Strong Hall
Time: 17:00

Parent–Teacher meetings
The Parent–Teachers meetings will be held on Saturday 1 July from 9:00 – 11:00 in the Clapham Jubilee Hall (College
Dining Hall), Worcester Street.
The booking interface has been updated – an email will be sent out shortly with instructions on how to book meetings
with your daughter’s teachers.
On-line bookings will open at 08:00 on Friday 23 June and close at 16:00 on Wednesday 28 June.

Geography Tour 2018
The Geography department is excited to announce that there will be a 17-day tour to Namibia (Fish River Canyon,
Sossusvlei, Swakopmund, Etosha); Botswana (Okavango Delta) and Zimbabwe (Victoria Falls) in April 2018.
The tour will be in a specialised overland truck (24 seater) and will include camping, chalet facilities and hotel overnight stays and is available to Grade 10, 11 and 12 Geography pupils (2018).
Please contact Mandy Ladds at m.ladds@sacschool.com for the itinerary and other details of the tour.
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Drama Tour 2018 - London, Edinburgh and Athens

.................................................................
The Drama Department is excited to announce that it is planning a 12-day tour to London, Edinburgh and Athens in
August 2018. The tour has been tailored to be of educational value to Dramatic Arts pupils and will incorporate the
origins of theatre in Ancient Greece, an overview of the theatre industry in London and exposure to the latest cuttingedge theatre at the Edinburgh Festival.
The tour is available to Grade 10 and 11 Dramatic Arts pupils (2018) as well as to others in Grade 10 and 11 who have
an interest in the arts and theatre.
Please contact Susan Baker at s.baker@dsgschool.com for the itinerary and other details of the tour.

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Head: Academic

Cultural
Debating Report
On Friday 26 May, our senior debaters ran a parliamentary debate against Clarendon. In this form of debate, both
schools entered two teams, one of which had to propose the motion while the other had to oppose it. The DSG team
opposing the motion was represented by Bule Mabanga, Libo Ngwenya, and Cleo Ntuthu and the team agreeing with
the motion was represented by Unathi Mdolomba, Oyama Mzayidume and Hlumi Kondile.
The motion set before them was: This House Believes That (THBT) the Zuma vote of no confidence does more harm
than good.
The proposers built their arguments on the net harm of the Zuma vote of no confidence and maintained that such a
vote would be detrimental because:
•
•

It affected the President’s reputation and promoted the other political parties;
The vote would be bad publicity for the country and would trigger unprecedented criticism on the President and
the ruling party. This would increase instability in the country and bring thousands of people into the streets, calling
for the President to step down.

They tabled a motion for the President to step down voluntarily rather than have a vote of no confidence.
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The debating team from left to right: Bule Mabanga, Unathi Mdolomba, Cleo Ntuthu, Oyama Mzayidume and Hlumela Kondile.
Absent: Libo Ngwenya
The Opposition had to prove that the benefits of a Zuma vote of no confidence would outweigh the net harm associated
with it. They argued that the benefits included:
•
•
•

The impact on the country’s economy. Because the President was being seen as a liability, the Rand would
strengthen if a vote of no confidence was successful. However, the economy would take a while to pick up.
The country would benefit from new leadership as pressure from several fronts was being placed on the President.
Democracy would be seen to be working.

Both DSG teams tackled the motion with eagerness and open-mindedness. Congratulations to DSG’s A team for
winning the debate.
T. Tshabalala
Musicians excel at Eisteddfod
Five musicians from the David Wynne Music School took part in the Port Rex Eisteddfod in East London recently:
Matthew Thompson, Emily Morgan, Carla Coltman, Cebokazi Mtshemla and Nceba Mtshemla. Matthew was entered
in the solo piano section where he received a Special Mention Certificate – this is higher than a Gold. Emily and Carla
were entered in the piano recital section where they had to perform three contrasting pieces. Emily received a Special
Mention Certificate and Carla, a Gold. In the strings section, Cebokazi Mtshemla played a Faure solo violin piece for
which she was awarded a silver and her younger sister, Nceba, achieved a bronze for her cello performance.
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Pipe band enjoy a successful public outing
The Pipe Band was invited to open the Rotary District Conference 2017 at the Monument Theatre last Friday morning.
The conference slogan was “Kindle a spark.” The band would have appreciated a few sparks as they first performed
outside (in bitterly cold weather with a rather bracing wind) whilst the guests arrived. They then proceeded to play
Highland Cathedral on stage during the procession whilst the speakers and dignitaries made their way onto the stage.
This was the first public performance for a number of people: we welcome our newest DSG member of the band, Lucy
Ter Morshuizen (Grade 9) as well as Mr Angus Nixon (Master-in-Charge of the pipe band) and Mr Stephen Wagner
(Drumming tutor).
View the performance on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XbRQusl0Ng0

The pipe band performed at the Rotary District Conference 2017
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Carla Coltman blowing everybody away with a powerful performance

Emily Morgan on clarinet

Senior Open Concert
The winter concert season is maintaining the momentum introduced by the Youth Music Festival. Last Wednesday
saw another successful and interesting concert of soloists take place in the Music School auditorium. Emily Morgan
opened the event with an expressive rendition of Consolation No. 3 by Franz Liszt on the piano. She reappeared on
the programme later to perform Fantasy piece no.1 by Robert Schumann on her clarinet. Other highlights included
Ncebakazi Mtshemla playing Hungarian Stomp on cello, Sean Howard on guitar, Sascha Van der Merwe playing
Beethoven’s Larghetto Maestoso on piano and Josh Marx performing Sonata No.4 1st Movement by James Hook on
flute. The concert closed on a powerful performance by Carla Coltman on the piano. As always, we had wonderful
support from a very appreciative audience.

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture
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Tekkie Tax Day
On Friday 26 May a number of girls in the school ordered a sticker and/or laces to support Child Welfare for Tekkie Tax
Day. Girls paraded their beaded laces with their school tackies in support of the initiative and some staff also entered
into the spirit of the day.

Community Engagement
Rotary Conference
Alyssa Ross and Caydn Barker
represented DSG at the Rotary
Conference that was held at the
Monument on Saturday. They
particularly enjoyed being addressed
by Justice Malala on the future of
South African politics. The girls, with
representatives from Victoria Girls’
High School, Kingswood College,
Mary Waters, Graeme College and
Nombulelo, gave a presentation
of the vision and work done by the
Grahamstown Interact Clubs (ICOG).
Zethu Mpahla accompanied by
Grace Christie, Kate Mc Master,
Victoria Barnes, Nicola Mason,
Avia Repapis and Ahlume Mzwakali
helped distribute cup cakes at the
conference.
Somila Matyolweni and Cleo Ntuthu have initiated a service hour for girls at the Home of Joy. The Home of Joy was
started by the redoubtable Margaret Ncangca, who has fostered twenty-seven children from the poorest community.
DSG is fortunate to have had a long association with Ms Ncangca. The girls offer the children homework and literacy
support on Monday afternoons.
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Asia Hickey and Sandra Nagel are running a community service hour to our local and largest primary school in
Grahamstown, Fikizolo. Their role as educational tutors is giving them an opportunity to know more about the children
and the school. They were supported this week by India Tyers, Sarah Stevenson and Micaela Craven.

Rev Sue Paton
Director of Community Engagement
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U14B DSG hockey team after their 1 - 0 win against Clarendon

Sport
The trip to Clarendon last weekend was the biggest fixture of the season so far, and we can look back on a very
successful weekend. We took 28 teams to East London – 16 netball and 10 hockey teams as well as a squash and a
debating team – and I believe that the sports department could now offer their services as experts on how to manage
the logistics of such a venture!
The girls were again great value as they completed the trip with little hype and in good spirits. The road works in both
directions out of Grahamstown (to East London and to Port Elizabeth) are now largely completed which cuts the travel
time down to East London in a big bus to around two hours compared to the three hours we have endured over the
past two years. This in itself makes the fixture in East London a more pleasant one and, as always, Clarendon were
great hosts.
For the next few weeks the fixture list favours us, and over the next three weekends we are hosting Collegiate,
Pearson and then Kingswood for the K-Day festivities.
As well as hosting Collegiate this weekend, there is also a big reunion at the school, so Grahamstown will be a busy
place. All the hockey matches against traditionally very strong Collegiate should be highly entertaining. The same will
apply to the netball: in recent years we have had the edge over our PE rivals and hopefully we can continue this trend
this year.
Normally as we enter the last few weeks before a break, the energy levels around the school drop; however, with three
big sports fixtures (epecially K-Day) looming, the spirits remain high (well at least around the sports fields and courts
in the afternoons) on campus, and hopefully this has a knock on effect in all spheres of school life.
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This weekend the 1st team matches vs Collegiate are as follows:
1st Team Netball - 09h00
1st Team Hockey - 12h00
Here are the reports from the past week.
Our horse riders did very well in the SANESA Qualifier held in Grahamstown this past weekend, with the following girls
being placed in their various events.
Kiara Dewey: 2nd in the 80cm Working Hunter and 2nd in the Prelim 3 Dressage.
Beth Rennie: 1st in the 90cm Show Jumping
Sienna Evans: 1st and 2nd place in the 70cm Show Jumping
Bella Houghton: won the Equitation and the Working Hunter, finished 2nd in the 80cm Show Jumping and Prelim 1
Dressage, and placed 3rd in the Prelim 3 Dressage.
Tarryn Whitfield: won the 80cm Show Jumping, and picked up 2 second places in the Prix Caprilli and the Equitation
events.
Babette Swart: won the 1m Show Jumping
Emily Roodt: finished 1st in the Intermediate 1m Equitation and 2nd in the Novice 4 Dressage.
Clarendon
On Friday and Saturday we travelled to East London for fixtures against Clarendon.
In the hockey, we continued our good run of results and of the 11 matches played, we won six and drew five with no
losses. The stand out result was the 3rd hockey team who won 7-0. Well done to Krista Hill who scored a hat trick in
this game. In the 1st team match, Clarendon took an early lead against the run of play, but a minute later Caroline Mills
scored from an outstanding solo effort to draw the scores level. DSG dominated for the rest of the game but failed to
find a winner, and the match ended 1-1.
In the netball, 16 matches were played. We won ten and lost six of the games, which is a very good return of results
against a school the size and strength of Clarendon. Our U14 teams all excelled as they won their matches by
comfortable margins, especially the U14Bs and U14Cs, who won 22-2 and 22-3 respectively. Our 1st team had to dig
deep to win an exciting match in which we had extended our lead to a comfortable margin by half time, only to see
the gap narrow to just the one goal by the end of the 3rd quarter. Our girls refocused and saw out the 4th quarter to
seal a well-deserved 40-35 win.
Trials
The Eastern Province squash and hockey trials have been ongoing for the past few weeks and we would like to
congratulate the following girls who have made the various provincial teams for squash and hockey.
EP Squash
EP U19A - Louisa Pagel
EP U16B - Ivana Stevens
EP U14A - Olivia Price, Jane Dixie, Indipile Ndamase, Chelsea Cordner
EP Hockey
EP U18A - Julie Jevon, Jenny Du Toit
EP U18B – Willow Gainsford, Bailey Dovey, Gigi Pfaff
EP U16A – Nina Owen-Jones
EP U16B – Nicky Ralston, Diana Dixie, Torva Sharwood, Anna Jones
The EP U14 hockey trials are still ongoing.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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Operational Matters
K-Day and National Arts Festival Notices
There are two very exciting events on the horizon. First, there is K-Day (which has effectively become a full week of
activities) and secondly there is the National Arts Festival to look forward to. While these are both singular events on
our calendar and add considerably to the unique DSG experience, they do tend to incur associated strain, both on our
management of the logistics of arranging for the girls to be at various places at various times and making sure they
are safe. The Housemistresses bear the brunt of the extra load and ultimately, it is on their shoulders that much of the
responsibility lands.
We also know that many of you come to Grahamstown for the K-Day weekend and want to spend as much time with
your daughter as possible. It behoves us, therefore, to consider all these factors when we make arrangements for the
weekend. To this end you will find specific guidelines outlined below to help you plan your weekend and help us manage
these events.
K-DAY
Below are the guidelines for K-Day.
Main events:
•
•
•
•
•

Tuesday 13 June: 19h00 – 20h00: Music concert (Centenary Hall at SAC)
Wednesday 14 June: 17:15 – 18:30: SAC 1st team hockey (Webster field)
Friday 16 June: 17h10: 1st team netball (DSG courts)
Saturday 17 June: 12h50: Grade 8 dance
Saturday 17 June: 13h10: 1st team hockey (Webster field)
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1.

Attendance at 1st team matches is compulsory. Dress for the 1st team matches is formal browns.
Full tracksuits and match kit must be worn for the respective sports events.
		
Netball: Friday 17h10
		
Hockey: Saturday 13h10
2.

No sleep-outs on the Friday.

3.

Girls may have a sleep-out on Saturday. They may take up to two guests.

4.

Girls may take up to three friends out for lunch and/or supper on Friday and/or Saturday and for lunch on
Sunday. Guests need to be signed out by the host parents. Girls must be back by 21:00 on Friday and
Saturday and at 18:00 on Sunday.

5.

Parents need to inform the Housemistress in one email that they are in town for the weekend and will be
taking their daughter out for meals. This will cover the whole weekend. However, an email needs to be
obtained from guests’ parents for each occasion their daughter will be going out.

6.

If your meal is delayed in a restaurant (as does happen over the K-Day weekend) and you are not going to
make the curfew, please let the Housemistress know.
Formal browns must be worn when going to a restaurant, including the Highlander.

7.

Town leave on the Saturday morning from 10:00 to 12:00.
No town leave on Saturday afternoon or evening.

8.

Normal leave policy will apply on the Sunday.

National Arts Festival (Thursday 29 June until Sunday 9 July)
DSG and St Andrew’s College are spoilt by having the National Arts Festival on our doorstep. Although this year will
be different, with half-term being over most of the Festival, we have amended the timetable and have cancelled sport
for the couple of days before half-term so that the girls have the opportunity to attend shows and other Festival related
events such as the various art galleries. Each girl will be booked to attend shows with her tutor group.
We are aware that many parents will be in Grahamstown for the Festival and ask that you observe the following
guidelines:
•
•
•
•

Girls may attend additional shows with their parents but need to meet their school commitments first. This
includes going to shows for which they have been booked.
If girls attend additional shows with their parents they must be back in houses by 21h00. All DSG shows
have been booked to meet this curfew.
Girls must attend all shows in their school uniform.
Girls may visit the Village Green, but must be in uniform.

We very much look forward to welcoming many of you to Grahamstown this weekend and over Festival. We trust that
the weekend is one of good sport, sportsmanship of the highest order, and wonderful family time for all.
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St Andrew’s College and the
Diocesan School for Girls invite you
to a live interview with
Modisa Tim Motsomi
Modisa Motsomi, (2008 Graham)
is a Botswana-born artist working in
South Africa. His ceramic
sculptures and photographic work
reflects a visceral response to his
critiques of gender, culture and
symbolism in relation to diaspora in
an ‘African’ context.

Monday 5 June 2017 | 19h00
Roger Clark Staff Common Room, St Andrew’s College
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RUNNING WILD

TRAIL RUN

RUN WITH WILDLIFE FOR A REASON!

SUNDAY
11th JUNE 2017

8km Trail Run
Race to start: 10:00 am (registration at 9:00 am)
Cost: R70
Family entertainment, food, activities. Lucky draw at 2pm
Where: Sidbury Sports Club - Amakhala Reserve

Funds raised will help C4C inspire more kids to care through their unique one day bush programme

TO ENTER :

http://www.sacschool.com/community-engagement/c4c-run/

Any questions? Email c4crunningwild@gmail.com
Visit www.coachingforconservation.org for more details on C4C .
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