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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
Winter is upon us: the days are short and there is a definite chill in the air. However, it is the highs and lows of the
winter term that contribute in no small measure to the intangible part of what is DSG. It is in hours in the bus travelling
to away matches; in the whole school pouring down to the astro turf or netball arena to support the home games;
in a music festival with girls performing in concerts over four consecutive evenings; in the late-night study sessions
with girls wrapped up in blankets preparing for tests or the upcoming exams; in the sniffles and predictable colds that
sweep through the pupil body; and in the countless other events and challenges that our girls build resilience and
develop a togetherness unlike any other girls’ school I know.
In the photos and the video clips we show during our marketing trips, there is a pervasive yet impalpable theme of a
sisterhood and spirit of camaraderie. While mostly subconscious in the girls, this spirit inevitably forms part of the girls’
rhetoric and is a significant reason for why girls choose to come here. They want to be a part of it all. As a result, when
the Grade 8s arrive, I caution them that the life-long friends they have heard are made at DSG and the wonderful
sisterhood of which they will become members is not immediate and is dependent on what they invest in their school
careers during their time here.
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As much as we tend to glamourize hardship, going through it is not much fun at the time. The girls who caught the
05:00 bus to Queenstown on Saturday in the freezing cold most certainly did not experience the camaraderie which
was not very evident around them; and while the dancers were no doubt delighted by the support and encouragement
they received from the audience at Instep on Thursday and Friday last week, they had spent hours away from the
limelight practising. And the same is true for all the solo performers and members of ensembles during the music
festival this week. Success has much to do with exposure, and our girls have that in abundance – but to truly prosper
and be successful in their relationships and in their activities, the girls need to be prepared to invest time and effort.
Those that give generously of themselves, although they would have inevitably weathered some storms along the
way, reap the rewards in due course.
On to a more administrative subject: parents will have received an email notifying them of changes to the Enrolment
Contract and those on the very old contract (signed prior to 2012) will have been asked to sign the new contract – my
grateful thanks to the overwhelming majority of parents who have done so. If you have been requested to sign the
new contract and have not yet done so, I respectfully ask that you do so as soon as possible or contact me with any
queries or reservations you may have.
As part of this process, all our policies and our pupils’ Handbook have also been updated. The policies are available on
the website and the DSG Handbook is on the D6. It is also available on the school’s intranet for the girls. We are busy
reprinting the DSG Handbook and will soon provide each girl with a copy. Tutors will then work through some of the
changes with their charges over the next few weeks. Naturally, although most of the changes actually seek to clarify
existing rules and structures already in place, we expect a reaction from the girls wishing to flex their muscles and
argue for greater independence. This is age-appropriate and to be expected; however our intentions are to safeguard
them and protect DSG for future generations.
Regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic
Junior Interhouse Maths Competition 2017
The junior interhouse maths competition was held recently in the D&T Centre. Each House entered a team of four
pupils – two from Grade 8 and two from Grade 9 – to vie for the coveted title of Interhouse Maths Champions. Teams
not only had to navigate the “out-of-the-box” nature of the Olympiad-style questions, but they also had to consider
careful team strategy to make optimal use of the allotted time. There was a tight tussle for first place between
Knowling and Merriman, with the title of Interhouse Maths Champions ultimately going to Merriman with an impressive
173 points.

The Merriman winning team – Olivia de Kock, Georgie Gerber, Chelsea Cordner and Savannah Coventry
French
Last week, the Grade 11 French students attended workshops on four afternoons aimed at improving their spoken
French. Our students were privileged to be under the leadership of Philippe Guinet, who had come from France and
had much valuable knowledge to impart.
During the workshop, our students were able to learn a lot about the pronunciation of words and phrases through
various exercises. They also learnt more about French culture and notable personalities, citations as well as a few
tongue twisters. As part of the workshop, they were given the opportunity to do role playing: working individually, in
pairs and in groups.
All instructions were given in French which, although difficult, forced them to listen intently and try to make sense of
what was being said (a very good oral comprehension exercise!)
On the final day, the students performed in front of four French teachers who examined their performance. Prizes
were given to the best group, the best duo and the best individual performance.
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Best duo: Christian Dom and Ryan Thompson
Best individual performance: Anita Usoro

We thank Philippe for a wonderful, informative and practical workshop. A language is not only learnt inside the walls
of the school and because our girls and boys do not often have the opportunity to speak French in real life situations,
it was wonderful for them to have this opportunity to put what they had learned in the classroom into practice, thereby
boosting their confidence about speaking French.

The Diocesan School
for Girls
2018 Scholarship Awards
It is with great pleasure that we announce the 2018 Grade 8 scholarship winners.
The Cyril Houghton Scholarship is awarded to an all-rounder who will be taking
Afrikaans as a subject through to Matric. Emily Orphanides is a most worthy recipient
of this award: she was ranked in the top five of the approximately 90 applicants
nationwide who wrote the DSG English and Mathematics Scholarship and displays a
diverse offering in the sporting and cultural spheres.
The Academic Scholarships are awarded to the two candidates who achieved the
best marks for the scholarship examinations. Erin Powers and Megan Joubert are the
recipients of the 2018 awards. Erin Powers was also one of three girls short-listed for
the Cyril Houghton Scholarship.
We congratulate these girls most warmly.

Bongi Mdingi from Stellenbosch University
visited DSG this week to present the
school with its certificate for being one of
the university’s top 100 feeder schools for
2017
Emily Orphanides
Cyril Houghton Scholarship

Erin Powers
DSG Academic Scholarship

Megan Joubert
DSG Academic Scholarship

Congratulations
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Drama Tour 2018 - London, Edinburgh and Athens
The Drama Department is excited to announce that it is planning a 12-day tour to London, Edinburgh and Athens in
August 2018. The tour has been tailored to be of educational value to Dramatic Arts pupils and will incorporate the
origins of theatre in Ancient Greece, an overview of the theatre industry in London and exposure to the latest cuttingedge theatre at the Edinburgh Festival. The tour is available to Grade 10 and 11 Dramatic Arts pupils (2018) as well
as to others in Grade 10 and 11 who have an interest in the arts and theatre.
Please contact Susan Baker at s.baker@dsgschool.com for the itinerary and other details of the tour.

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Head: Academic

Cultural

Instep
On Thursday and Friday last week, there were lots of girls exuding nervous energy and excitement as dancers of
the DSG Dance Studio performed in Instep 2017 – a show once again deserving of the full houses and deafening
applause it received.
A wide variety of dance genres including sassy tap, classical ballet, incredible partner work, quirky cabaret and
contemporary dance were on display. Age groups ranging from talented amateur choreographers in Grade 8 all the
way though to those in Matric presented their original arrangements.
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Instep - a celebration of dance
Performances were filled with the hip hop moves of the Qeja and
Nkosiyane twins, jaw dropping tricks of Megan Taylor, Saffron
Gifford and Lauren Kirby, the boundless energetic presence of Lisa
Maqula and the soft balletic lines of Gemma MacRobert and Kirstie
Stevenson. The Mtshemla sisters bounced back into the DSG Dance
Studio with captivating synchronization in their effortless movements.
Kate Long and Mbali Booi managed to transfer the strength of their
friendship into their dancing while pocket rocket Nicky Flanagan and
the uber-flexible Umtha Sibam presented what can only be described
as explosive choreography!
The Grade 10 girls roped in some of the St Andrew’s boys which
added an awesome dynamic to Instep that DSG had never seen
before! The dynamic duo of Avia Repapis and Carla Coltman yet
again performed a most impressive contemporary piece showcasing
their fluid and excellent choreography.
The creativity and hard work put into this event was evident and wellreceived by the audiences.
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Dare 2 Dance Interschool Ballroom Dancing Competition
The Ballroom and Latin American Dancing Club, under the experienced
and expert instruction of Francois van Eck, entered 14 dancers in this
year’s Dare 2 Dance interschool social competition held on 13 May in
the Feather Market Centre in Port Elizabeth. The competition tested
skill levels in disciplines such as the rhythm foxtrot, waltz, quickstep
and tango, as well as Latin styles like rock ‘n roll, mambo, cha cha and
jive. Competing against entries from the top Eastern Cape schools,
our dancers once again did very well, with three couples achieving
well-earned placings in the finals.
Sanele Mboto and Regina Manyara placed fifth in the Level 2 finals
for the Latin-American section, while couples Nic de Jager and Abigail
Clayton and Courtney McKay and Esona Dyantyi earned fifth and
sixth places respectively in the Latin-American Beginner finals.
The club has grown much over the past year, with the number of
dancers competing in the interschool competition almost tripling in
2017. This can no doubt be attributed to our outstanding group of
dedicated and enthusiastic “ballroomers”. Our most sincere thanks to
the parents who accompanied our dancers to Port Elizabeth, for their
continued support and encouragement and for sharing in the joy of
dancing.

Nic de Jager and Abigail Clayton having fun on the
dance floor

Sanele Mboto and Regina Manyara, who have been
dancing together competitively since 2016

The ballroom dancers with instructor, Francois van Eck (third from the left in
the back row) and his assistant, Louise van der Merwe (right back)

Ruth Fick and Nicholas Stadler dancing in the Dare
2 Dance competition
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Debating
Rosalynn Carter believes that ‘you have to have confidence in your ability, and then be tough enough to follow
through’. The young debaters really had to have confidence and toughness on Friday evening: they had interhouse
debating and then 15 minutes later, they participated in the Rhodes Debate League (RDL) competition.
Our second interhouse debate took place between Merriman (represented by Oyama Mzayidume, Unathi Mdolomba
and Catherine Basson) and Knowling (represented by Hlumi Kondile, Anita Usoro and Avene Jongile.
The motion set before them was: This house regrets (THR) the ‘Rainbow Nation’ narrative. This was a very current
topic and a subject that many people have a stake in discussing.
Knowling, in proposing the motion unpacked the principles and politics of the Rainbow Nation ideal by concentrating
mainly on the net harm of the narrative. Their arguments were aimed at proving that the ideals of the rainbow nation
have not been fulfilled and that the narrative was actually just a very smart marketing strategy. (Coincidentally, this
subject was debated right after various tragedies had happened in the country). They said that the narrative of the
Rainbow Nation was just an empty promise and South Africans could not take pride in the concept. Their arguments
were sound enough to convince the adjudicators and they won the debate. The best speakers were Hlumi Kondile
and Oyama Mzayidume, who tied for the award.
Merriman, in opposing the motion, built their arguments on the net benefits of the Rainbow Nation narrative. They
believed that the term ‘Rainbow Nation’ was intended to portray the people of our country with their many cultures,
races, beliefs and backgrounds coming together, united in a country once identified with the strict division of white and
black in the apartheid era. Giving comparisons between pre-1994 and the present, they believed that the Rainbow
Nation narrative had fulfilled its mandate.
The senior debaters then took part in the Rhodes Debate League (RDL) competition, which was held at St Andrew’s
College. The motion set before them was: This House would incentivise voting. DSG’s team A had to agree with the
motion and debated against SAC A while the DSG B team argued against Rhodes debaters. The evening turned
out to be cleverly argued debates between the teams in dealing with the issue of choice, and the culture of voting.
Congratulations to the DSG teams who lost the debate by only the narrowest of margins.
Many thanks to our adjudicators and Ms Tshabalala for organizing and running the interhouse debate.
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Chamber Choir: ATKV Applous Regional Competition
On Thursday 11 May, the SAC/DSG Chamber Choir took part in the regionals of the ATKV Applous choral competition
which took place at Westering High School in Port Elizabeth.
The standards and expectations of the adjudicators were high as this competition has built up a reputation of national
and international recognition for the last 40 years.
The Saints Singers, as the Chamber Choir is now known, were the newcomers and underdogs at this highly competitive
event. At first glance they might have seemed out of their depth in this completely Afrikaans environment but nothing
would scare them off as they rose to take their positions on stage. The Saints, kitted out in their new concert uniform,
started their programme with the prescribed Afrikaans piece which all choirs had to perform. As an English speaking
school, our choristers did really well to navigate their way through tricky, complex Afrikaans passages.
Jacques Hoefnagels gave an excellent solo performance of the choir’s second Afrikaans piece and is to be commended
for mastering the Afrikaans with such aplomb.
The highlights of the performance were the choir’s own choice of pieces. Mr Heynsen, the Choral Director, believes
that the choir’s performance was the best they had ever given. The adjudicators, who were of the opinion that the
music was an ambitious repertoire for any high school choir, nevertheless commented that the choir had made an
excellent job of it.
The Saints Singers received a Gold Award for their efforts – an amazing achievement considering this was the first
time this choir had taken part in the competition and were up against seasoned veterans.
Thanks to Mrs Rocher for accompanying the choir so elegantly and congratulations to the choir on their achievement.
Mr Jovan Heynsen

The Chamber Choir, now known as The Saints Singers, performed at the highly
competitive ATKV Applous choral competition. They received a gold award.
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Youth Music Festival kicks off
The annual DSG/SAC Youth Music Festival
got off to an excellent start on Tuesday
afternoon with two excellent choral concerts.
The junior choir festival was at 16h30
and included six choirs from DSG Junior,
Graeme, Kingswood, St Andrew’s Prep and
VG Primary. There were some startlingly
charming and competent performances
which bode very well for the future of choral
singing in our city.
In the evening, there were five choirs
performing in the senior choir festival. SAC,
DSG, Graeme College and Victoria Girls’
High School were very well-represented.
There was some excellent singing and the
highlights included the VGHS ‘operatic’
performances and the sublime beauty of our
own Saints Singers.
At the time of writing, the auditorium of the
David Wynne Music School is packed with
pupils, parents and teachers all listening to
young soloists of varying playing levels and
instruments. If the bursts of enthusiastic
applause are anything to go by, they’re having
a lot of fun in there!
By the time you read this, the Festival will
be almost over save perhaps for the Gala
Concert on Friday night. Nonetheless, more
next week……..watch this space.

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture

EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter 							

19 May 2017

Community Engagement

C4C Bush Day report
At the Amakhala Game Reserve on Friday morning, the C4C team met a group of excited girls who couldn’t wait to
start playing soccer for the first time however, before they could start playing the day began with a lesson about the
black rhino and the girls were given information about how rhino could be protected.
After the lesson we got straight into the soccer. After a skills test it was very obvious that a number of girls did not have
much experience with kicking a ball but as the morning went on, their basic skills began to improve and they became
much more comfortable with the ball.
After a lunch break, it was time for a game drive through the reserve. Highlights of the drive were sightings of elephant,
buffalo and rhino, but the animal that drew the most reaction – one of hilarity – was the waterbuck with the white circle
around its tail!
After a long day in the sun we had begun to get to know a group of enthusiastic girls and we are excited about not only
watching their soccer skills develop over the next six weeks, but also to help them engage with their environment and
the need to protect and preserve it.
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Reading Assistance Club with the Good Shepherd School

Cwayita Bam with two girls from the Good Shepherd school

Sienna Evans with Good Shepherd pupil

Masixole’s Birthday Party
On Friday afternoon, the DSG girls held a birthday party for Masixole, a child at Child Welfare, whom DSG has
“adopted”. Masixole and Aphelele have been the focus of our attention from the inception of the ‘Children Helping
Children’ project that Grahamstown Child Welfare promoted. Part of our commitment to these children is to host and
run a birthday party each year for our adopted children.
Alyssa Ross and her team of girls made a wonderful effort to provide a chocolate cake and eats as well as gifts
and games to entertain the children. Despite the cold and rainy weather the girls entered into the spirit of the event
providing a day to remember for the children.

Rev Sue Paton
Director of Community Engagement
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Sport
The trip to Queenstown on Saturday morning followed a predictable pattern – it was cold and dark when we left; the
packed breakfasts were not well received; and inevitably, one girl missed her departure time, and had to get on a later
bus. Typically for DSG girls, however, they were in high spirits throughout the day. Nothing seemed too challenging
to overcome and every obstacle was faced with a great can-do attitude and ‘we are all in this together’ approach.
Queenstown is a lovely place to visit, set as it is in the shadow of a mountain. Its visual appeal creates a wonderful
setting for our sports fixtures and to add to the congenial atmosphere, the staff and girls of Queenstown Girls’ High
School are great hosts. However, we were also presented with a few challenges, not least playing on the grass for
a lot of our top hockey teams. Our players had to think hard about when was the last time they had played on grass
and for some, it was five or six years back. Despite this, we still managed to win all eight of our hockey games against
GHS, scoring a total of 32 goals and not conceding even one. The DSG 1st team secured a 4-0 victory on the day,
while the 3rds and the U16Cs both won their matches with a 7-0 score line.
In the netball we played ten matches, winning eight, with one draw and one loss. The DSG 1st team put in a very
polished performance to run out 48-15 victors, while the U15As were outstanding in their match, winning 28-3.
Last Friday, before the early departure to Queenstown on Saturday, we played hockey against Union High School.
Of the five matches played, DSG won four and drew one. The 1st team match was a highly entertaining affair – DSG
went out to an early lead and at the break were deservedly two goals to nil ahead. Unfortunately Union came back
to find two goals in the secon half, the last coming very late in the game, to secure the 2-2 draw. I would like to make
special mention of the 3rd hockey team who won their match 9-0. I also make mention of Jayme Cunningham who
scored five goals in the 2nd team’s 6-0 victory over Union. The other top striker of the weekend was Erin Jarvis who
found the net on no fewer than eight occasions for the 3rd hockey team over the course of the weekend.
All the results from both hockey and netball from the weekend are on the sports portal.
On Wednesday, our 2nd netball team had a match against the PJ Olivier 1st team and went down 20-12 in a wellcontested game.
In horse riding news, the DSG Eventing team competed at Woodridge last weekend, where Jess Rushmere and Emily
Roodt both excelled, winning the 1 m and 90 cm SANESA qualifier respectively.

EN AVANT

The annual Nelson Mandela Bay Aquatics awards evening was held last Friday evening in Port Elizabeth: Erin Jarvis
received her provincial colours for water polo, Toni Rafferty received her provincial colours for swimming, as well as
the Junior Swimmer of the Year award, while Courtney Repinz and Shaelyn Walker both received their half colours
for swimming.
This coming weekend we are hosting Cambridge which is always a great derby-day fixture. There will be no fewer
than 16 netball matches and 12 hockey matches being played on Saturday, so almost all our teams will be in action.
The 1st team netball match is at 10h30, while the 1st hockey game is at 12h20.
Next weekend is away in East London against Clarendon Girls. Please can we remind you that you must let the
Sports Department know whether your daughter will be travelling in private transport, either to East London or back
to Grahamstown.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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