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The newly renovated Dining Hall at DSG
Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
There is always excitement and warm, exuberant greetings at the start of a term and it has been good to welcome
our girls back. In the first assembly, I challenged them to strive to be the best that they can be and to acknowledge
within one another the unique contributions each will bring to our community this term. I’d like to share with you the
story I read to them:
An elderly Chinese woman had two large pots. Each hung on the ends of a pole which she carried across her neck.
One of the pots had a crack in it while the other pot was perfect and always delivered a full portion of water. At the end
of the long walk from the stream to the house, the cracked pot was only half full.
For a full two years this went on daily, with the woman bringing home only one and a half pots of water. Of course, the
perfect pot was proud of its accomplishments. But the poor cracked pot was ashamed of its own imperfection, and
miserable that it could only do half of what it had been created to do.
After two years of what it perceived to be bitter failure, it spoke to the woman one day by the stream.
‘I am ashamed of myself, because this crack in my side causes water to leak out all the way back to your house’.
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The old woman smiled, ‘Did you notice that there are flowers on your side of the path, but not on the other pot’s side?
That’s because I have always known about your flaw, so I planted flower seeds on your side of the path and every day
while we walk back, you water them. For two years I have been able to pick these beautiful flowers to decorate the
table. Without you being just the way you are, there would not be this beauty to grace the house’.
Each of us has our own unique flaw. But it’s the cracks and flaws we each have that make our lives together so very
interesting and rewarding – if we just accept each person for who they are and look for the good in them.
This story served two purposes. In the first instance, it celebrated the role each DSG girl plays in creating our interesting
and unique DSG community and secondly, it prefaced a caution I needed to make to the girls about an extremely
scarce resource in Grahamstown: water.
I asked them to imagine having to collect and carry their own water each day and to use only one-and-a-half pots per
day. I called on them to be mindful of their water usage and not to use showers to warm up in, as is their tendency in
the winter.
DSG has a borehole connected to an osmosis filtration system which we can and will tap into if municipal water runs
out or is switched off. However, it would be exceptionally selfish of us to not apply our own water restrictions for the
sake of the town.
Accompanying this newsletter is notice of a self-evaluation we will be undergoing in June and surveys that will be
made available to parents, girls and staff next week. I plead with you to make time to respond to this survey to ensure
that we can be the best that we can be.
Lastly, you will note later in this newsletter that many of our girls participated in sports festivals during these past
holidays. Our 1st squash, netball and hockey teams went to the St Stithian’s Festival and our 1st hockey team also
participated in the Kingswood Festival. I congratulate them on their fine results and I thank Messrs Hibbert, Marx, York
and Wright as well as Misses Geel, Sobahle and van Heerden for coaching and managing these teams.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Dear Parents/Guardians
School’s Quality Assurance Self-Evaluation under the auspices of IQAA
We are conducting a mentored internal evaluation of the school in June. The reason for the evaluation is two-fold:
•
DSG strives to be excellent in all spheres. This is an aspiration that requires constant measuring and strategy.
This Self-Evaluation will assist us in identifying areas where we need to improve and areas that we can justifiably
celebrate.
•
DSG is a member of the Independent Schools Association of Southern Africa (ISASA) and a condition of
membership is that each school must undergo a quality assurance check at least once in every six years.
The evaluation will be run with the assistance of the Independent Quality Assurance Agency (IQAA) and they have
appointed a mentor who is Lynne Rivett-Carnac.
The school evaluation begins with a survey of the opinions of parents/guardians, teachers/staff and learners.
Online Survey instructions:
•
You will receive a link to an online survey from the school
•
Open the link, complete the survey and submit when done
•
Give yourself sufficient time to answer the survey
•
Please be aware that there is a cut-off date for the survey. The survey will run from
09:00 on Wednesday 10 May to midnight Tuesday 16 May.
•
The survey is anonymous and confidential
•
Online surveys take between 10-15 minutes to complete and must be finished in in a single sitting.
Thank you very much for your assistance. We value your input.
Yours sincerely

Shelley Frayne
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Academic
Subject Changes
No further subject changes will be permitted until after the end of term examinations.
Important Dates
15 June: Grade 9 Parent and Pupil Subject Choice Information Evening: 17:00
3–5 September: Matric Exam Prep Camp

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Head: Academic
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2016 DSG Donor Report
We are enormously indebted to a multitude of Old Girls, Parents, Trustees, Organisations and Friends who have
donated so generously towards the academic, boarding and sports facilities at DSG.
Through donor generosity towards our Bursaries & Scholarships programme, we are also able to offer many scholars
the opportunity to attend our fine schools.
To view the extent of the philanthropic generosity expressed by the DSG community in 2016, please view our annual
Donor Report here: http://www.dsgfoundation.com/index.php?pid=85
Our sincere appreciation to all of our donors for their ongoing support.
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Sport
As we start Term 2, the excitement of derby days is upon us. The mornings are dark, the leaves are changing colour,
and I write this in the middle of what must be the first real cold front of winter with some much needed rain falling
during the past 24 hours. Over the coming eight weeks I will be reporting to you about our exploits on the hockey
fields and netball courts of the Eastern Cape. It is always a great time of year as the girls bond with their team mates,
learn the values of committing to something bigger than themselves and learning to be gracious in both winning and
losing. There will also be challenges along the way like the 05:00 departures on Saturday mornings: this year we are
off to Queenstown next weekend (13 May) and to East London on 27 May, but to kick the term off, we will be playing
netball and hockey matches against VG this afternoon and on Saturday morning.
This term, we will be making greater use of our sports website to publish times of games and details of team selection.
This information will also be fed onto the big screen TVs in the dining hall. I encourage you to refer to the sports
website for details of fixtures and results, and you can sync your daughter’s team to your calendar on your phone or
tablet.
What I refer to as the ‘touring season’ from January to April, which saw close to 30 DSG teams going to events outside
Grahamstown, culminated during the holidays. We had squash, netball and hockey 1st teams participating in the St
Stithian’s Easter festival, and at the end of the holidays, the 1st hockey team returned early for the Kingswood hockey
festival. Also during the holidays, DSG played host to the All Girls Junior Festival which saw 350 girls and staff from
ten different girls’ junior schools from around the country, descend on our campus for three days of sporting action. I
was lucky enough to be here to assist our Junior School staff run this event, and what a fantastic event it was! Credit
must go to the grounds and catering staff, housemistresses and housemothers, as well as academic and sporting staff
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The DSG squash team played five matches and won four and ended up second overall. It was the first time that DSG participated in
Saints festival. The players are from left to right, back: Ivana Stevens, Mr Dom Marx, Louisa Pagel.
Front, left to right: Zoe Ballantyne, Julia Basson, Kelly Hobson, Diana Dixie.
who pulled together to provide a fantastic festival of which the school can be very proud. The feedback from all our
visitors has been overwhelmingly positive. A fantastic advert for our school and a brilliant team effort from all involved.
The DSG 1st hockey, netball and squash teams all had very successful tours to the St Stithian’s Easter Sports Festival
and across the board, produced outstanding performances.
The DSG squash team, playing in its first Saints Fest, picked up four wins – St Mary’s DSG, St Stithian’s, Egoli and
Northcliff. We ended in second place at the festival, behind Kingswood, proving that squash in this part of the country
is very strong.
The 1st netball team also had a very successful tour, winning five matches, drawing one and only losing one. The wins
were over Trinity House, Fourways, Tholulwazi, Reddam and St Stithian’s in the main game on the Monday afternoon.
The 1st hockey team were unbeaten by the end of the festival. After drawing with St Anne’s in their first match, they
then went on to beat Monument, Noordheuwel, St Stithian’s, and St Andrew’s to end the festival as one of only two
unbeaten teams, the other being the highly rated St Anne’s.
At the end of the holidays, our 1st hockey team returned to take part in the Kingswood hockey festival. The girls played
five matches, recording three wins against York, Woodridge and Glenwood House, a draw with Parel Vallei and a 2-1
loss to Union (who we will be playing again on Friday next week).
However, the results on the various courts and fields are only part of the story. As we have come to expect, the conduct
of our girls at all these events was exemplary and they are to be commended for their behaviour, their sportsmanship
and their commitment to all they do. I also commend the parents for their huge support and encouragement of the
school at the festivals. It is very much appreciated by the girls and the coaching staff alike.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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PROGRAMME
Tuesday 16 May
16h30
19h00

Junior Choir Festival
Senior Choir Festival

St Andrew’s Centenary Hall
St Andrew’s Centenary Hall

Wednesday 17 May
09h00
16h30
19h00

Solo Category
Junior Ensemble Festival
Senior Ensemble Festival

David Wynne Auditorium/DSG Hall
St Andrew’s Centenary Hall
St Andrew’s Centenary Hall

Thursday 18 May
16h30
19h00

Junior Orchestra Festival
Senior Orchestra Festival

St Andrew’s Centenary Hall
St Andrew’s Centenary Hall

Friday 19 May
19h00

Gala Concert

St Andrew’s Centenary Hall
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