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Easter Cantata 2017
Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
The events of the past week have reverberated throughout the country and our school has not been spared. Many
of our girls have expressed anxiety because they are not sure what all the ‘noise’ means or the impact on them
individually. I believe that if we try to carry on as normal, we will create even more anxiety and stress.
Today DSG will hold a vigil at 12:30 to pray for our country and its leadership. While it is important that we recognize
that within our midst are parents and girls of diverse political allegiances and that we are sensitive and respectful of
their right to differing views, our young people also need us to model active citizenship and civic responsibility.
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As part of our vigil, I shall address the girls on the concepts of social justice and civic responsibility ending with
suggestions on what they could and should be doing. Some of my suggestions are as follows:
•

Stay informed – Read, listen, engage. Interrogate what you read and hear because much of what is posted on
social media can be construed as fake news or scare-mongering or sensationalism.

•

Respect the privilege you have one day to vote. It has been a hard fought privilege for many. Ensure that you vote
responsibly and that you are informed.

•

Take a moral stand on the small issues so that you are not compromised when you want to stand up against the
big ones.

•

You can exercise civic responsibility in your own lives today – respect the people who clean up after you in terms
of the level of mess you create, protect South Africa’s natural resources, use water sparingly, acknowledge your
privileges, be sensitive to fellow South Africans from different walks of like (‘South Africa belongs to all who live
and work in it’).

•

Remember that various South Africans will experience today very differently given the vast inequity in our country’s
wealth distribution.

Today I am taking a stand as an educator in an endeavour to safeguard the future for all South Africa’s young people.
Our youth deserve people who are prepared to be custodians of their futures.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress

Drama Department Showcase 2017
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Academic
June- August Examination Timetable and Preparation
The mid-year examination timetable is available on the school intranet and the D6Communicator and can be found at
the end of this newsletter. We have split the examination sessions this year – most of the Grade 8 and 9 examinations
being written before half-term and most of the Grade 10 -12 examinations being written after half-term. Teaching of
the Grade 8 and 9 classes will continue as normal after half-term, with Term Order marks still being collected. In order
to assist the junior grades with examination preparation, we will be holding an ‘Ace Your Exams’ session, run by an
outside company, early next term. Invaluable study skills will be taught.
In addition, Rose Grant (a well-respected and highly sought-after academic coach who has been working with pupils
from DSG for a number of years now) and her new partner, Nichola van der Poel, are offering their excellent course
‘Get on top of your schoolwork’ once again at DSG. This course has been refined over time, is continuously being
updated, the materials are of a high standard and the course is run in a very professional and interactive manner. The
groups are also kept small to ensure maximum benefit for the girls involved. The course is highly recommended for
those who have not yet developed sound study habits and for those who simply want to improve their marks.
If you would like further information, details of the course are included at the end of this newsletter. Places will be
offered on a first-come-first-served basis. This is a private arrangement between parents and Rose Grant and the
school is not responsible for the bookings or payments.

Pupils gathering around, getting ready for the dissection of the heart
Life Sciences Heart dissection under the oak tree
The Life Sciences department is currently exploring the finer details
of the circulatory system, lymphatic system and working through
the immune response in humans. On Monday 3 April, the Option 6
learners were treated to a dissection of a large ox heart under the
oak tree. A plastic pipe was inserted into the enormous trachea
(windpipe) and Carla Norris volunteered to demonstrate the process
of breathing to the rest of the group by blowing into the pipe to inflate
the lungs. It was quite a messy business removing the connective
tissue of the lungs and liver to free the heart from the pericardium
(heart sac), but was achieved by some tenacious scalpel use. Next,
a few volunteers dissected the heart down the septum to reveal the
heart valves, tendinous cords, the atria and the ventricles. Learners
enjoyed understanding how the pulmonary and systemic circuits
were connected and got first-hand experience in feeling how large
and strong the aorta (largest artery in the body) actually is. Being a
hot day, the flies also enjoyed the dissection, but this did not deter our
girls and boys enjoying “seeing” inside the body.
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Carla Norris getting ready to blow up the ox lungs
through a pipe in the trachea

The heart successfully removed from the connective tissue and lungs

End-of-term reports
The end-of-term reports will be available from 12h00 on Thursday 13 April and you will be able to access your
daughter’s report on the portal.

Please make sure you are able to log in before the release date!
We cannot emphasise the importance of this strongly enough as there have been times when parents were
unable to access their daughter’s report because they could not log in.
You can go to the following link to access the portal:
http://dsg.schoolmagic.co.za/login.aspx
If you have any difficulties you may contact Margie McLeod at m.mcleod@dsgschool.com (please only during
school hours).

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Head: Academic
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Cultural
Drama Department Showcase 2017
War Cries, Lullabies And Other (Un)Acceptable Sounds
For Post-Millennials To Make, created and performed by
the Grade 11 and 12 Dramatic Arts’ learners, was a bold,
funny and often brutal examination of the post-millennial
generation. The performance took place in a local night
club and audience members arrived to pumping music,
soft-drinks on sale at the bar and flashing LED lights.
What followed was a series of short episodes that varied
in style, tone and genre but all explored the single idea:
“What does it mean to be young today?”
The performers pushed themselves to deliver heartfelt
and touching performances, and tackled difficult topics
such as rape culture, homophobia, racism, the privileges
offered to different groups of people, gender inequalities,
body shaming and masculinity. Despite the serious
subject matter, some groups approached these topics
in a playful manner. A group of matric girls chose to
deconstruct the sex-obsessed music video culture by
‘stripping’ down to fat suits stuffed with items such as
food, magazine covers, and sanitary pads in an attempt
to talk about things they often feel they are not allowed to
discuss. Similarly the boys exploded on stage in fishnets
in an attempt to challenge what it means to be a man. A
visually impressive mask piece by matric learners showed
the evolution of the post-millennials and poked fun at the
‘selfie’ and Wi-Fi obsessed generation. Grade 11 learners
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tackled contemporary issues in a realistic style of performance and forced the audience to consider problems that we
often avoid, in the hopes that we can find solutions and change the future for the better.
The showcase was well-received by a largely post-millennial audience who felt the performances tackled the particular
set of challenges facing them as they attempt to navigate their way through a very unstable world towards an even
less certain future.
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Easter Cantata 2017
On Tuesday and Wednesday the Cathedral of St Michael
and St George was bursting at the seams during the
Easter Cantata services. The two congregations of
scholars, parents, teachers and Grahamstonians were
treated to a wonderfully uplifting spiritual experience. The
event was in essence, a contemplative service of worship
that explored the Easter message through words and
music. The services used music from various composers
such Handel, Karl Jenkins, Rutter and others. The musical
items were performed by three of the five choirs available
from the David Wynne Music School and accompaniment
was provided by the DSG/SAC String Ensemble, various
instrumentalists, as well as by Dr. AJ Bethke (Cathedral
Director of Music) on the organ. The choral music was
interspersed by readings taken from the Gospel according
to St Luke as well as four congregational hymns. Dean
Andrew Hunter described it as ‘being taken on a journey
through Holy Week’.
It is impossible to exaggerate how important it is for these
two Anglican Church Schools to pay due homage to the
most significant liturgical event in the spiritual calendar.
All the singers, musicians, readers and organisers must
be thanked for their superb efforts. Special thanks to
the Choral Director, Jovan Heynsen, for his vision and
industry.

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture
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Community Engagement
Claire Squires, Jenna Coward and Ruth Fick were the three enthusiastic DSG girls who volunteered to participate in
the Silver President’s Award Hike on the Assegaai Trail. They left on Friday 31 March and enjoyed two nights away
and three full days of hiking. They remarked on how much they enjoyed their hike leader and the other young people
from local schools who also participated in the hike.

Rev Sue Paton
Community Engagement
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Pilates and Step in the Aquatic Studio
From the second half of this term, Pilates and Step were introduced as optional extras to complement the existing DSG
sport programme. The classes have been met with much enthusiasm, with over 80 girls attending classes regularly.
Pilates’ classes are aimed at developing and improving core strength and flexibility through focused breathing, body
positioning, and pelvic floor activation; while aerobic Step classes focus on building cardiovascular fitness through
fun-filled choreographed exercises to up-beat popular music on an exercise step. The commitment and enthusiasm
from the girls thus far has been wonderful to see and we look forward to continued fun in the aquatic studio next term.
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U14B hockey vs Kingswood College

Sport
We had a busy weekend of sport with many of our
hockey and netball teams in action. We are grateful to
our neighbours across the valley, Kingswood College,
who agreed to play these matches at a time of the year
when (because many schools are on holiday), we would
not have had an interschool fixture. As I’ve mentioned
previously, both schools always approach pre-K-Day
fixtures with some trepidation, but I am pleased to say
that the matches went very well and the spirit on both
sides was great, supporting my strong belief that we
should play Kingswood more than just once a year.
We also had a number of teams on tour last weekend.
The U14A hockey team travelled to East London to take
part in the Rob Taylor U14 hockey festival, hosted by
Selborne College. The team had a great tour, winning
their first five matches, and scoring 24 goals in the
process and only conceding one. For the last match of
the festival, we were drawn to play Collegiate – the other
unbeaten team – and in a very good match, we went

The U16A hockey team at the Woodridge festival
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down 2-0 to well-drilled opposition. The girls have returned in high spirits and
are already looking forward to the Collegiate rematch on the 3 June derby day
in Grahamstown.
The U16A hockey team travelled to Woodridge College for the annual
Woodridge U16 hockey festival. We played six matches and returned
unbeaten from the tour. Despite playing great hockey and being the stand-out
team at the festival, a lack of form in front of goal meant the side could only
manage three wins and three draws, two off these being scoreless.
The 1st hockey team travelled to Graaff-Reinet on Friday to play in the SPAR
hockey tournament which features matches in a shortened format (matches
are 20 minutes, one way). We were the defending champions of the EP Inland
region having won the 2016 tournament. DSG played six matches against
schools from across the Eastern Province, winning four, drawing one and
losing 1-0 to Union. We unfortunately did not retain the title and Union were
crowned champions.
The 1st netball team also travelled to Woodridge College for the school’s
inaugural netball tournament. We had a successful tournament: we won our
matches against Woodridge A and B teams and Pearson B; we drew with
Stirling 1sts; and we lost by the odd point to Kingswood. We then played
Kingswood again in the semi-final, suffering a narrow defeat to miss out on
a place in the final. Third place was a good result for our netballers who are
starting to find their combinations, boding well for the upcoming tour to St
Stithians.

Toni Rafferty at the SA National
Championships in Durban

Results have come in this week from Durban where Toni Rafferty is swimming
in the SA National Championships. She did brilliantly in the 50m freestyle, qualifying for the final which places her
among the top eight swimmers in the country in this event. In the final she placed seventh in a new EP record time
of 27.03 seconds and confirming her spot as the number 1 ranked swimmer in her age group in the country. We
congratulate her and coach, Sheena Price, for this outstanding achievement.
The Bathurst Show was held this past weekend, which is always a highlight on the horse riding calendar. A number of
our girls took part in the various events with some outstanding results.
Georgie Gerber on Golden Cat won the Junior Working Rider and Junior Working Hunter, and placed 2nd in the 1m
Phase 2 competition.
Emily Paterson on Spirit won the 70cm Phase 2 competition
Cate Gerber on Count to Be had four 2nd places: in the 1.10m A2 Competition, in the 1.10 Phase 2, in the Show
Hunter and in the 1.10m Championship.
Beth Rennie on Secrets Told won the ungraded Working Rider, the 80cm Working Hunter and the ungraded 90cm.
Tarryn Whitfield on Ninja placed 2nd in the 80cm jumping
Jess Rushmere on Al Khali placed 3rd in the 80cm championship.
This weekend:
We have arranged some more netball matches against Kingswood (The weather forecast is for rain so we will wait
and see how many matches we can play).
On Saturday we are running an internal seven-a-side tournament for the hockey players.
The U16B hockey team is heading off to George to play in the York U16 hockey festival.
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Next week we head off to Johannesburg with our 1st hockey, netball and squash teams to play in the St Stithians
Easter Festival, which is always a highlight on our sporting calendar. We always appreciate the many DSG parents,
Old Girls and current pupils who normally come along to support the various teams over the weekend – sometimes
it feels as though we are playing a home match! We look forward to your support again next weekend. The fixtures
for all our games are on the sports portal, but here is a summary of both the DSG and St Andrew’s fixtures attached.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

ST STITHIANS FESTIVAL
DSG and St Andrew’s Fixtures – Hockey, Netball, Squash and Rugby
WEDNESDAY 12 April 2017
DSG
Time
15:00
18:00

Venue
Astro 2
Courts 4 & 5

Sport Code
Hockey
Squash

Team
DSG vs St Anne’s
DSG vs Saints Girls

St Andrew’s College
Time
17:30

Venue
Astro 1

Sport Code
Hockey

Team
SAC vs Westville

THURSDAY 13 April 2017
DSG
Time
08:40
09:30
11:00
13:30
14:00
19:00

Venue
Astro 2
Court 3
Court 4
Court 2
Astro 2
Courts 2 & 5

Sport Code
Hockey
Netball
Squash
Netball
Hockey
Squash
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Team
DSG vs Monument
DSG vs Trinity House
DSG vs St Mary’s (Pretoria)
DSG vs Krugersdorp
DSG vs Noordheuwel
DSG vs Kingswood
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St Andrew’s College
Time
08:30
10:10
18:10

Venue
Main Field
Astro 2
Astro 2

Sport Code
Rugby
Hockey
Hockey

Team
SAC vs St David's
SAC vs Michaelhouse
SAC vs Parktown

SATURDAY 15 April 2017
DSG
Time
All day
10:30
11:40
14:00
18:10

Venue
tbc
Court 4
Astro 1
Court 2
Astro 2

Sport Code
Squash
Netball
Hockey
Netball
Hockey

Team
Playoffs tbc
DSG vs St Dominic’s
DSG vs St Stithians
DSG vs Fourways
DSG vs St Andrew’s

St Andrew’s College
Time
11:20
13:00
15:50

Venue
Astro 2
Main Field
Astro 1

Sport Code
Hockey
Rugby
Hockey

Team
SAC vs Glenwood
SAC vs St Benedict's
SAC vs Clifton

MONDAY 17 April
DSG
Time
09:30
11:30
15:00

Venue
Court 2
Court 4
Court 1

Sport Code
Netball
Netball
Netball

Team
DSG vs Tholulwazi
DSG vs Reddam
DSG vs St Stithians

St Andrew’s College
Time
15:00

Venue
Main Field

Sport Code
Rugby
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Team
SAC vs SACS

Winner Best Real Estate
Agency, Best Marketing
and Best Website.

Contact us to take advantage of our marketing expertise.
Office 046 622 2778 / grahamstown@pamgolding.co.za
pamgolding.co.za/grahamstown
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