DSG
Newsletter Term 1 # 8 | 17 March 2017

Senior Interhouse Maths Competition
Dear Parents and Friends
There have been many times during my tenure as Head when parents have asked me or a member of my staff the
reason their daughter’s efforts have not been rewarded and acknowledged through being selected, being given an
award or mentioned in an assembly or newsletter. This is a parent’s right and there may well have been occasions when
there has been an oversight. However, many of our girls seem to be placing an inordinate emphasis on recognition
and reward and I have wanted to express my concerns in this regard for some time.
Last week, my colleague, Mr Alan Thompson, addressed this issue superbly in his newsletter and I’ve asked his
permission to use some of what he has written.
He wrote, “Recognition and prestige is not why we do things, it is not why we give of our best. We give of our best to
prove to ourselves what we are capable of. “
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Albert Einstein once said, “If people are good only because they fear punishment and hope for reward, then we are a
sorry lot indeed.”
While reward and recognition have a place (as does discipline), undoubtedly intrinsic motivation and self-discipline
are loftier ideals that we as educators and parents should strive to develop in our girls. For our girls to achieve in the
workplace one day and to be able to form significant, successful and committed relationships, they will need to be
hard-working and self-driven. They will also need to be humble and generous.
Mr Thompson ended his newsletter with the following paragraph:
“Humility is a sign of strength, not weakness. People with humility possess an inner peace. They’re modest about their
achievements, grounded in their values, and they have nothing to prove to others. They’re down to earth, comfortable
in their own skin, and quietly proud. Humble people shift their focus from taking to giving, from talking about themselves
to listening to others, from hoarding the credit to deflecting the praise, and from being a “know-it-all” to knowing there’s
so much more in life worth learning. There’s no ego, no pretense, and certainly no gamesmanship. Humble people
are authentic.”
“Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it’s thinking of yourself less.”
C.S. Lewis
Kind regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Left to right back row: Lauren Kirby, Anna Sprague, Josie Hickey, Olivia Heath, Isabel de Beer, Lauren Carmichael, Juliet Rogan
Left to right front row: Laura Fowlds, Hannah Loggie, Diana Dixie, Julia Basson, Kelly Hobson
DSG International Exchange programme 2017
The programme starts in May, when DSG will welcome exchange pupils from Pinegrove, India to experience life
on our campuses, and culminates in October with our last DSG group of girls returning from Wilderness School in
Australia.
We wish our girls well in this exciting and adventurous time that lies ahead for them.

Pinegrove (India)
Lauren Carmichael
Isabel de Beer
Diana Dixie
Juliet Rogan

Wilderness (Australia)
Josie Hickey
Olivia Heath
Hannah Loggie
Anna Sprague

Waihi(N.Zealand)
Laura Fowlds
Lauren Kirby

St Peter’s (N.Zealand)
Julia Basson
Kelly Hobson

Academic
Grade 12 NBT Preparation
We have received a few queries from parents about what we do to prepare girls for the NBTs. The girls can’t really
study for them as the purpose of the tests is to assess skills and ability to cope with tertiary education after 12 years
of school – encouragingly, our girls generally do well in these tests. Recognising, however, the anxiety around them,
the school does the following:
1.
2.
3.

Refers girls to the following website in January - www.nbt.ac.za
Updates the NBT folder on the intranet (\\saturn\pupils\Public\Subjects\A1 MATHEMATICS\Grade 12\NBT).
In Grade 11, the girls write an online IeBT test in Mathematics which simulates the style of the NBT
Maths test (no calculators and multiple choice questions)
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A booklet of 191 maths problems with solutions is available to girls. Feedback from girls who have written the
NBT indicates that working through these problems is extremely helpful, although they felt that the problems
were sometimes more difficult than the NBT problems (which is not a bad thing.) The Maths Centre has a
teacher on duty every day from Monday to Friday to assist pupils with these exercises.

We are aware that in some provinces NBT coaching has become a major industry and we would like to be able to
offer the girls extra support before they write the NBTs. To this end, we have been in touch with a company called
ADVANTAGE LEARN that offers the following:
► Training of essential sections known to be tested regularly in the NBTs
► Test day best practices
► How to go about answering multiple choice questions
► Extensive practice examples
► A full mock exam
► A full online learning experience with teaching videos
The company provides training in all three tested NBT competency areas:
AQL - Academic Literacy (AL), Quantitative Literacy (QL), and Mathematics (MAT).
The mock exam is facilitated online and comes with teaching videos to explain how to approach the questions.
This is done via an Online Course where matric students and one teacher receive a profile on AdvantageLearn.com
and can study the course and structure it in a way that suits the school.
Advantage Learn plays a key role in helping to ensure that your course is a success and includes:
► ± five hours MAT videos and practice questions
► ± two-and-a-half hours QL videos and practice questions
► two hours AL videos
► Automatically marked quizzes at the end of MAT and QL sections
► Downloadable notes
► A full mock NBT for the MAT and AQL
► Forum discussions – mirroring a classroom learning environment where students can ask questions of
each other and the teacher in a collaborative learning space
► Dedicated technical support agent
Cost : R600 per student for the full course (normal rate for Advantage Learn online NBT course is R975)
R400 per student for AQL only (normal price for Advantage Learn online AQL course is R500)
A minimum of ten students is required.
If you would like to book your daughter for this course, please email Ms Redfern (d.redfern@dsgschool.com)
by Tuesday 21 March. If we have ten or more girls who apply, we will proceed to implement the course.

Grade 9 Parent and Pupil Subject Choice Information Evening: 15 June 19.00
Later on in the year, we will be asking the Grade 9s to make their subject choices for Matric. We cannot stress enough
the importance of making the right subject choice with your daughter as these choices will determine so much about
the rest of her academic career as well as her enjoyment of her studies at school.
At this stage, we are merely flagging the date (at a time when hopefully most of you will be in town for K-Day) and
will be sending out further details closer to the time. The format of the evening will allow for HODs to give a brief
overview of their subject, a talk about University requirements, a talk about the A levels programme and then a chance
for parents to speak to any HODs.
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Geography News
One of the Grade 12 Geography classes went on a guided tour of the Carara factory in Grahamstown, where they
were able to witness production-line processing of peppers. The class learned that manual labour means hard work
and that the factory managers had to invest heavily in infrastructure to deal with issues such as blackouts and poor
quality of municipal water. This field trip has given the pupils a good start to understanding some of the issues
experienced in the secondary sector – an area directly related to their matric examination.
Senior Interhouse Maths Competition 2017
The relay component of the senior interhouse Maths
competition was held on Tuesday evening in the D&T
Centre. Each House entered a team of four pupils – two
from Grade 10 and two from Grade 11 – to vie for the
coveted title of Interhouse Maths Champions. Teams
not only had to contend with the out-of-the-box nature
of the Olympiad-style questions but they also had to
think carefully about team strategy and distribution of
workload, all done under constant pressure of time. The
winning House for the relay component of the competition
was Espin.

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Headmistress: Academic

Espin’s winning team – Genevieve Powell, Emily Morgan, Kate
McMaster and Emma Brockwell
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Senior Interhouse Maths Competition

Cultural

Jazz Ensemble sets the tone for the IBSC Gala Dinner
The International Boys’ Schools Coalition Conference was hosted last week at St Andrew’s College. The organisers
asked the DSG/SAC Jazz Ensemble to provide background music to the pre-dinner drinks session prior to the Gala
Dinner on Friday night. The Band, consisting of Tamia Mfazi (alto sax), Nicole Ruwodo (alto sax), Amy Anderson
(piano), Francis Christie (guitar), André Renaud (bass guitar) and Zuko Yaka (drums), put their best feet forward
and were very favourably received. One guest declared: “I wish we had a band like this at our school!” Many thanks
to the Bandmaster, Rick van Heerden (tenor sax), for all the hard work in preparing the ensemble and delivering the
goods.

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture
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Loads of fun at the Grade 8 and 9 social which took place last weekend

Update on the DSG dining hall renovations
The scaffolding has come down, the builders’ storage facility has gone, the rubble has been removed and plants are
appearing in the surrounding gardens. We are all thrilled with our new, enlarged Lilla Strong Dining Hall and the girls’
will certainly enjoy having their meals in such a beautiful space.
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The swimming team at the Pearson Prestige Gala

Sport
It feels as though the school is drawing breath after a hectic first two months of the year! As we approach the winter
sports programme the girls are refocussing and preparing for the chillier days which lie ahead. Playing a team sport at
DSG is compulsory and an important part of our offering to the girls and the parents. It encourages girls to experience
being part of something bigger and that if they let down the team they are disappointing not only themselves or their
parents, but their peers. They learn about working in a group and, believe it or not, have much fun along the way. I
believe playing a winter team sport is a special part of what makes DSG a unique experience, regardless of what team
a girl is selected for. A quick read of the benefits of playing a team sport can be found here:
http://www.letsplay.com/get-inspired/why-play-important/7-benefits-team-sports#.WMqI-m-GOCg
I especially like the one which mentions that playing a team sport contributes to stronger academics!
On Monday this week our swimming team did very well at the Pearson Prestige Gala and their hard work in preparing
for the SA Junior Nationals is paying off. We again extend our thanks to Mrs Sheena Price for taking the girls to
Pearson on Monday, and for all her work in the aquatic centre.
We have five girls travelling to the Western Cape this weekend to take part in the South African Currie Cup water polo
competition which is taking place in Stellenbosch. Daisy Martin and Erin Jarvis are in the EP U18 team, while Phoebe
Elliot, Shaelyn Ackermann and Lucy Martin are in the EP U17 side. We wish them the very best of luck.
There are also a number of horse riders competing in the Q3 SANESA Show which is being held at the Grahamstown
Riding Club this week.
We have finalised most of our hockey and netball teams. The teams will be playing internal matches this weekend
before the first derby day of the season against Hudson Park next weekend. Our 1st team hockey, however, are in
Port Elizabeth playing in the EP hockey opening festival at Collegiate on Friday and Saturday, while our U14A team
will travel to Woodridge on Saturday to take part in their opening festival of the season festival.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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Operational matters
Communication with staff
Because the large majority of our girls are boarders, we are aware that communication with parents is very important
and we certainly encourage interaction with parents. We understand that there are times when there is a crisis and that
parents need to speak to a member of staff urgently. In such cases, parents are most welcome to phone the school
at any time. However, there are times when the matter is not serious and does not need an immediate response. In
terms of the latter, there are two issues I would like to bring to your attention:
1.

Increasingly the staff are finding that they are being put under pressure by being phoned, texted or emailed
during teaching time and times when they are committed to the extramural programme and then being
criticised for not replying or returning the call immediately.

2

The Housemistresses are senior members of the academic staff, so have a full teaching load during the week.
They are also involved with the extramural programme and have to run their Houses. Their time over
weekends is precious; it is time to spend with their families and take time out.

To facilitate the communication between you and the staff, we ask that all parents try to observe the following guidelines:
Where possible, emails should be used as the primary source of communication. Members of staff will respond within
24 hours. If you feel that the matter needs a faster response, you can indicate this in your email and the member of
staff will reply as soon as she can, given the constraints of her teaching load and extramural involvement.
Texts will be handled in the same way as emails, but the staff would prefer you to send an email.
If you do need to telephone a member of staff, please would you restrict your calls to break (10:05 until 10:30), the
lunch break (13:05 to 14:00) or after the extramural activities (17:00)?
The Housemistress should not be phoned after 20:30 or over weekends, unless there is an emergency. If you send
emails, they will reply as soon as they can.
Friday early departures
We are getting more and more requests from parents for girls to leave school early on a Friday. While we consider
each request on merit, this practice does undermine the full boarding ethos of the school and often compromises the
Friday afternoon activities. I am appealing to parents to only make such requests in unavoidable circumstances.
We would very much appreciate your cooperation with regard to these matters.

Bully awareness drive and Emma Sadleir
DSG and St Andrew’s College will be running a Bully Awareness Drive from 20 – 27 March. As part of this initiative
we have the pleasure of hosting Emma Sadleir and Dr Lizzie Harrison who are specialists in Social Media Law and
making public presentations to both the youth and adults. We have organised presentations for the pupils during the
school day and have arranged a special presentation for parents on Monday 20 March at 19h00. There is a document
attached to this newsletter detailing this talk. Given the high profile of social media amongst teens I would encourage
parents to join us for the very enlightening presentation.
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st Andrew’s PrePArAtory
sChool

What do parents need to know about social media?
What do children need to know about social media?
What do parents need to tell their children about social media?
Social media is a subject about which we probably know enough to concern us but not enough to be
useful to us or our children.
Therefore, we are delighted to advise that Emma Sadleir, hosted by DSG, St Andrew’s College,
St Andrew’s Preparatory School and Kingswood College, will be visiting Grahamstown for two days for
presentations to parents, pupils and staff on social media.
Who is Emma Sadleir?
Ms Sadleir is a media law consultant and speaker with expertise in all aspects of print and electronic
media law, with a particular focus on defamation and privacy and social media law. Much of her work
involves creating social media strategies and policies for corporates and schools, drafting social media
agency agreements and providing training and workshops on social media law. She has a formidable
track record that includes being an anchor for the Oscar Pistorius trial, a Carte Blanch channel and coauthoring the book entitled Don’t Film Yourself Having Sex … And Other Legal Advice for the Age of
Social Media. This book was described by Professor Jonathan Jansen as the ‘most important text book’
a university student will buy.
In short, Emma is a guru on social media and more importantly, the pitfalls and hurdles that both
parents and children are likely to encounter.
Emma will be doing a presentation specifically for parents on Monday 20 March in the DSG Lilla Strong
Hall to which ALL Grahamstown parents are invited. The cost will be R100: tickets can be obtained
from Ms Dean Bridger at DSG reception and will also be available at the door.
Emma Sadleir Parent Presentation
Date: 20 March 2017
Time: 19h00
Venue: DSG Lilla Strong Hall
Cost: R100 (tickets available at the door or from DSG Reception)
Queries: David Wright (d.wright@dsgschool.com)
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