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Careers Day
Dear Parents and Friends
It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, ….
Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities

This opening line to A Tale of Two Cities refers to what Charles Dickens regarded as an age of contradictions at
the time of the French Revolution and describing the cities of London and Paris. In many ways, we are faced with
an equally complex and paradoxical situation today. Technology has made our lives easier and has most certainly
enhanced education in unchangeable ways. But it has brought with it social ills, increased exposure and vulnerability
for our young people and an erosion of the previously unchallenged moral and values-based foundation on which our
school rests.
It is said that, due largely to technology, education has altered more in the past two decades than in the 200 preceding
years. We have to keep abreast of these changes if our girls are to hone their 21st century skills that will afford them
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the opportunity to be competitive in the workplace. We are doing this through our 1:1 iPad policy and through the use
of smartphones as teaching devices. In so doing, our girls regard education as relevant and exciting and they become
more engaged in the learning process. Using technology as a vehicle to teach also provides greater scope for learning
valuable skills such as problem solving, critical thinking, globalization, collaboration, etc.
But it is a double-edged sword: we have had to purchase docking stations for iPads and cell phones so that we
can take the Grade 8 and 9 phones in at night. But our senior girls are on their devices constantly and our juniors
have plenty of time other than the evenings to misuse their devices. At a joint Heads of Department meeting with St
Andrew’s College this week we highlighted our concern that these devices were as much of a distraction as they are
a teaching tool. Ms Dionne Redfern has been tasked with drawing up a document outlining the expectations around
usage of these in the classroom and the consequences of misuse. But parents are battling to control this seeming
addiction at home and it is equally if not more difficult in a boarding school environment.
Mr David Wright, on behalf of DSG, St Andrew’s College and Prep and Kingswood, has arranged for Emma Sadleir
and her team to address the pupils and teachers in various forums. Emma is a lawyer who has specialised in the legal
aspects around social media. She is an outstanding presenter to whom young people respond well. Our experience
is that our girls need constant reminders of the dangers and pitfalls around what they put on social media, both from
a safety aspect as well as ensuring that they do not fall foul of the law.
Emma is also presenting to the Grahamstown community on Tuesday evening in the Lilla Strong Hall at DSG. Please
look for the flier later in this newsletter as her talk is of exceptional value to all of us.
Kind regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic
The DSG campus was a veritable hive of activity on
Wednesday afternoon as young people from the
various schools in our community were welcomed
at our school for the annual Careers Day.
On a beautiful, mild summer afternoon, Ms
Shelley Frayne opened the proceedings at
14:00 by thanking PriceWaterhouseCooper for
their sponsorship of this event and encouraged
all those present to take full advantage of the
very many presentations of offer and explore all
avenues for future opportunities.
And what a smorgasbord of presentations
there were! Young people with an inclination
towards finance and commerce could visit the
PriceWaterhouseCooper stand or listen to Prof
Sewry’s presentation; those more interested in
the Humanities could find out about journalism
and degrees in languages; the more medically
inclined had their interest stimulated by the
medical doctor, physiotherapist, speech therapist
and occupational therapist and for the scientists,
there were talks on engineering, geology and
pure science. However, it was not only academic
careers that were on offer: gap year options and
out-of-the-box possibilities (such as Beyond
Adventure) also had their place.
From small beginnings, this event has grown
exponentially and now has become a significant
event on the calendar of local schools. As always,
a great deal of hard work happens behind the
scenes to make such an event happen smoothly
and the DSG staff across the board (catering,
Grounds staff, IT, teachers and especially Sue
Paton and Dionne Redfern) are thanked for their
sterling efforts yesterday.
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Grade 11 Design students getting ready for the
live-streamed presentations. Excitement and
expectation!
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Gus Monday, Anita Usoro and Caitlin Wells show off their purple access
wristbands during a quick outside break

Grade 11 Design pupils visit the Design Indaba
On Wednesday 1 March, the Grade 11 Design students went to Port Elizabeth to see the simulcast of this year’s
Design Indaba, hosted by the Bird Street campus of Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University.
Despite it being a hot, humid day, our pupils were kept on the edge of their seats as they watched the live streaming
of some of the world’s best designers. The great graphic designer, Michael Bierut, said in his opening address: “There
won’t be any bad PowerPoint presentations here: no ugly typefaces like Comic Sans or Calibri. What you’re about to
see is some of the world’s finest designers showcasing their designs in the best possible way!”
How true his words were! All the presentation were outstanding and the students were all inspired, stimulated and
motivated by what they saw, despite (to our great disappointment) the afternoon being cut short by a breakdown in the
signal from Cape Town where the Indaba was being held.
However, a bonus was that being the only school group there on that particular day, we were able to rub shoulders
with Design students from the university and professionals working in PE and listen to their comments and discussion.
There is no doubt that we will see the benefits of this creative “direct transfusion” in next year’s Matric work!
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Current Displays in the Design & Technology Centre:
Upstairs we have:
An exhibition of the Grade 12’s year work. Using their theme, Legacy, the matrics have created a variety of work from
Architecture Design, Visual Communication Design, Surface Design, Product Design, Environmental Design and
Fashion. They had to create a workbook that includes their design process, a prototype of their designed product and
an A2 drawing of their product placed in a context.

On the railings we have:
The Grade 9’s ‘Ice breaker’ project. These are called Agamographs, named after the artist Jacov Agam, who makes
similar artworks. The students worked in groups to create their Agamographs, and based their designs on the following
themes: ‘Capture the spirit’, ‘Oh, the places you’ll go’ and ‘A burst of Excitement’. The Grade 9s thoroughly enjoyed
this project and were really proud of their outcomes.
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Grade 9 ‘Ice breaker’ project called Agamographs

Cultural
New Chapel Choir Leadership
During last Sunday’s Holy Communion service
the school were introduced to the Chapel Choir
committee for 2017. Father Rob performed a
simple induction ceremony for the new Choir
Leaders to draw attention to the fact that, like the
Sacristans, the Chapel choir serve both God and
the school community in our beautiful chapel.
The Chapel Choir exists primarily to improve the
quality of worship for the body corporate. This was
highlighted by the whole Chapel Choir reciting the
following prayer: Bless, O Lord, us thy servants
who minister in thy temple. Grant that what we
sing with our lips, we may believe in our hearts
and what we believe in our hearts, we may show
forth in our lives. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. Congratulations to Alexandra Duckworth
(Head Chorister), Bule Mabanga (Deputy Head
Chorister), Lauryn Kariuki, Lily Nkosiyane, and
Vanisa Kuze (committee members) on their
appointments.

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture
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Community Engagement
G Town Funk: an Interact Project
On Saturday evening, pupils from schools all over Grahamstown
came to support local talent in the annual G-Town Funk Concert. With
acts from Mary Waters, VG, DSG, St Andrew’s and Kingswood the
show is always guaranteed to be a festive celebration of song and
dance and a delightful opportunity to connect with others from around
Grahamstown.
A wonderful evening was had by all and the camaraderie and enjoyment
was contagious. The money raised by the event is used to fundraise
further initiatives throughout the year in and around Grahamstown.
The concert was a huge success and the co-coordinating committee
made up of St Andrew’s College and DSG pupils is to be highly
commended for their stellar efforts. Well done to the amazing acts –
the crowd loved you and without you there would be no show.
Of course, a concert of this standard cannot be done without help and
a huge thanks goes to Rev Sue, Mrs Pretorius and Mr Flanagan for
supervising the rehearsals, organizing transport and keeping the ship
on course. Thanks also to the DSG IT department for always being so
willing to help, DSG transport for bringing everyone together for the
different rehearsals and performances and to the teachers on duty on
the night. As Bono said “Music can change the world, because it can
change people”

Congratulations to Nina Owen-Jones (left) for attaining the bronze President’s Award level and Jayme Cunningham and Asia Hickey
on their silver awards.

Rev Sue Paton
Community Engagement
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Sport
On arriving back from a very rewarding experience with the England men’s hockey team in Cape Town, I didn’t skip
a beat in getting straight back into the excitement and energy of the DSG sports programme (anyone who thinks
Grahamstown is a sleepy hollow has no idea of what actually happens here – it sometimes feel as though it must be
the busiest place in the country!). It seems that one moment ago we were starting off the year with the water polo,
tennis and basketball season and chatting about the tours and fixtures to come for all these sports, and in what seems
to be the blink of an eye, hockey and netball trials are upon us. The trials are in full flow – an exciting time on the
campus as all the girls are involved in either hockey and/or netball. This has an amazingly unifying effect and brings
a different energy to campus: players who were in the A and B teams last year work hard to make the same teams
and players who may feel they were overlooked last season get a chance to start afresh. There are already some
encouraging stories emerging of players who are putting up their hands for higher teams and hopefully the message
that hard work and perseverance pays off will resonate with the girls.
While the winter fixtures begin in earnest on 25 March with a derby day against Hudson Park, both our 1st hockey and
netball teams will play fixtures before then. Because the state schools start their holidays two weeks before we break
up, the Hudson Park derby day is the only big event on our calendar before we break for the April holidays. However,
there are a few tours for various hockey and netball teams.
We will create match play opportunities for our teams on the free weekends so that when we return in early May from
the break we will be ready to take on what will be an action-packed eight-week run of back-to-back derby days before
the July half-term. When I glimpse ahead to what at this stage seems to be a daunting programme, I am nevertheless
pretty sure next term will be one of teamwork, fun, laughter, sportsmanship – as well as a fair few early morning starts
and some frosty conditions.

DSG rowers perform well at SA Champs
The DSG rowers had a wonderful weekend of rowing at the South African Schools’ Rowing Championships held on the Roodeplaat
Dam north of Pretoria over the weekend. They won silver in the B final, were sixth in A Final – out of ten girls’ schools which have
fewer than 20 + crew members
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The past week has seen DSG girls playing and competing in a number of events which wrapped up the summer
sports season:
Basketball
On Saturday we hosted Kingswood for the last basketball fixture of the season. The 1st team, as they have been
doing all season, continued to show improvement and the gap against Kingswood has narrowed even further. While
we lost the match 25-12, the team can be very proud of their efforts this season and especially on Saturday.
The 2nd team lost 10-6 in a close and entertaining match.

Water polo
On Saturday we also hosted Kingswood in our aquatic centre for the final water polo fixtures of the season. Of the five
matches played we won two, lost two and drew one.
The 2As and 2Bs both played the Kingswood 2nd team: the As drew 1-1 and the Bs lost 6-2 Our U15As took on the
Kingswood U16A side and narrowly lost 7-6 in the last play of the game. The U14A team put in a fantastic display,
beating Kingswood 14As 12-1.
In the 1st team match, DSG played with freedom and focus in the final game of the day, and were rewarded with a
brilliant 7-0 win over Kingswood. It was without doubt one of our best performances of the season, and a fitting end to
a day where we also celebrated the accomplishments of Jayme Cunningham who passed the 100-cap milestone for
the 1st team earlier this season, as well as Daisy Martin, Emma van Vuuren and Amy Anderson, who have all passed
the 150-cap mark this season.

Amy Anderson: 150 caps

Daisy Martin: 150 caps
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1st team water polo action against Kingswood College

Jess Rushmere on Lady Tory

Horse riding
In the SANESA eventing show held this past weekend, Jessica Rushmere placed first in the 1 m, Emily Roodt placed
first in the 80 cm, and Bella Houghton placed third in the 60 cm.
Jessica Rushmere was also named the Junior Equestrian of the Year for 2017, by Sunshine Coast Eventing.
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Swimming
We congratulated Shaelyn Walker in assembly this week, as she finished fourth in her age group in the National Open
Water swimming championships held in Jeffrey’s Bay over the weekend.
Athletics
A team of ten athletes travelled to Port Elizabeth last Friday to take part in the Eastern Province athletics championships.
Despite a lack of regular competition, the girls all put in quality performances with the following girls being placed in
their various events.
Emma Podesta – second in the U15 3000m
Kendal Rose – third in the U17 3000m, and a qualifying time for SA Champs
Emily Mclean – third in the U15 1500m
Toni Rafferty – third in the U17 400m
Rowing
The DSG rowing team of Caitlin Little, Emma Conroy, Terri Harris, Maxine Barnes and Erin Little have spent the past
two weeks in Gauteng, training and competing in the South African National Rowing Championships.
The team had worked hard, with many hours spent on the water and in the gym in preparation for this event.
Caitlin made the B final in her singles event, but unfortunately the race was cancelled due to bad weather. The
doubles put in a great effort, but narrowly missed out on a final place. However, our quad put in a herculean effort
to make the B Final, where they held on to finish second. This placed us sixth overall in the country – an amazing
achievement by our girls.
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Finally, the annual Makana Brick 8km Nite Race, hosted by Graeme College, took place on Wednesday evening. The
proceeds go to a local charity and once again the DSG girls showed great support for this community event with 60
girls from the DSG Senior School and 42 girls from DSG Junior taking part. Kendal Rose is to be congratulated on

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

Kendal Rose winner of the Ladies section of
the Makana 8km Nite Race
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Chris Hibbert in the news

Read the story on the website:
http://www.dsgschool.com/director-of-dsg-sport-boasts-more-than-one-feather-in-his-cap/

Bullying Awareness Drive
DSG and St Andrew’s College will be running a Bullying Awareness Drive from 20 – 27 March. As part of this initiative
we have invited Ms Emma Sadleir and Dr Lizzie Harrison to Grahamstown. Both these women are specialists in the
field of social media law. We have organised presentations for the pupils during the school day and have arranged a
special presentation for parents on Monday 20 March at 19h00. There is a document attached to this newsletter giving
details of this talk.
Given the high profile of social media amongst teens I would encourage parents to join us for the very enlightening
and informative presentation.
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st Andrew’s PrePArAtory
sChool

What do parents need to know about social media?
What do children need to know about social media?
What do parents need to tell their children about social media?
Social media is a subject about which we probably know enough to concern us but not enough to be
useful to us or our children.
Therefore, we are delighted to advise that Emma Sadleir, hosted by DSG, St Andrew’s College,
St Andrew’s Preparatory School and Kingswood College, will be visiting Grahamstown for two days for
presentations to parents, pupils and staff on social media.
Who is Emma Sadleir?
Ms Sadleir is a media law consultant and speaker with expertise in all aspects of print and electronic
media law, with a particular focus on defamation and privacy and social media law. Much of her work
involves creating social media strategies and policies for corporates and schools, drafting social media
agency agreements and providing training and workshops on social media law. She has a formidable
track record that includes being an anchor for the Oscar Pistorius trial, a Carte Blanch channel and coauthoring the book entitled Don’t Film Yourself Having Sex … And Other Legal Advice for the Age of
Social Media. This book was described by Professor Jonathan Jansen as the ‘most important text book’
a university student will buy.
In short, Emma is a guru on social media and more importantly, the pitfalls and hurdles that both
parents and children are likely to encounter.
Emma will be doing a presentation specifically for parents on Monday 20 March in the DSG Lilla Strong
Hall to which ALL Grahamstown parents are invited. The cost will be R100: tickets can be obtained
from Ms Dean Bridger at DSG reception and will also be available at the door.
Emma Sadleir Parent Presentation
Date: 20 March 2017
Time: 19h00
Venue: DSG Lilla Strong Hall
Cost: R100 (tickets available at the door or from DSG Reception)
Queries: David Wright (d.wright@dsgschool.com)
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2018 TERM DATES
St Andrew’s College, The Diocesan School for Girls
and St Andrew’s Preparatory School
Term 1 (Easter)

Thursday 18 January to Wednesday 28 March 2018

Wednesday 17 January
Thursday 18 January

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Half Term: Thursday 1 March (Travel Day) to 18h00 on Monday 5 March 2018
Wednesday 28 March
Thursday 29 March
Term 2 (Trinity)

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day
Wednesday 25 April to Thursday 9 August 2018

Tuesday 24 April
Wednesday 25 April

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Half Term: Thursday 21 June (Travel Day) to 18h00 on Tuesday 3 July 2018
Thursday 9 August
Friday 10 August
Term 3 (Michaelmas)

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day
Wednesday 5 September to Wednesday 5 December 2018

Tuesday 4 September
Wednesday 5 September

Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin

Balloon Week 8 – 11 October 2018
Half Term: After Athletics Prize Giving (13h00) on Thursday 11 October to 18h00 on
Monday 15 October 2018
Wednesday 5 December
Thursday 6 December

Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day
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