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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
Half-term is upon us and the mood on
campus is light and spirits are high.
This is partially in anticipation of the
mid-term break and partly because
the interhouse gala is underway.
As always, the girls have found
creative and unusual ways to
express their passion and loyalty
to their Houses – yellow lace tutus
over school dresses, red bandanas,
blue chairs strategically placed and
massive purple Ks on foreheads.
Most girls are decorated in face
paint (which has slipped off the faces
and down the arms) and there is an
assortment of ribbons adorning the
hairstyles. There is much fun and
laughter and it is good to see their
enjoyment and happiness. A more
fitting entrée to half-term I cannot
imagine!
Not all members of our community
will be taking a full half-term.
Our 1st water polo team will
be competing in the St Peter’s
tournament (widely regarded as the
SA interschools tournament of water
polo) accompanied by coach, Mr
Mark Evans, and manager, Mrs Sue
Webber. Our U15 water polo team
are playing in another tournament
at Crawford, Lonehill accompanied
by their student coach and manager,
Ms Aneliza Geel. Our all-matric
rowing quad will compete for a
medal at SA Champs in Roodepoort
next weekend and they are heading
up this week to acclimatize and to
train. I shall be in Johannesburg
supporting the girls and coaches and
I wish them all much success in their
competitions.
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The President’s Award Programme at DSG is run under the auspices of Community Engagement and the watchful eye
of Rev. Sue Paton. This is an outstanding self-development programme whose mission it is ‘to empower young people
between the ages of 14 and 25, by providing a balanced, non-competitive framework for self-development that will
increase their self-esteem and enhance their capacity to achieve in whatever context they find themselves: enabling
them to become responsible active citizens within their communities.’
At DSG the girls are introduced to the programme in Grade 8 and each girl is encouraged to complete the bronze
certificate in the earlier grades. It is the girls that continue with the programme and pursue the silver and gold certificates
that deserve special accolades. This they do solely through self-motivation and drive (as well as through the facilitation
of Rev. Sue) and in the process they cover four important pillars: skill development, physical recreation, community
service, and the adventurous journey.
Rev. Sue will be accompanying four of these girls as they complete their residential project over half-term. Well done
to Cwayito Bam, Caydn Barker, Bailey Dovey and Nichola Quarmby and my grateful thanks to Rev. Sue.
I wish all members of the DSG family a happy half term and safe travels.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress

Academic
Academic Grit
In assembly this week, I made reference to the students who barricaded the road outside Alice with their school desks
in a simple, silent and effective protest over classrooms. Their desire to be educated in decent facilities drove this
protest and giving up was not an option.
I put it to the girls that all of us have given up on things at school, including me. I was too lazy to train properly for
athletics and, knowing I was up against the fastest girl in the country who happened to go to my school, there seemed
little point in trying. I didn’t consider setting personal goals and being the best that I could be. I just gave up. Likewise
mathematics. I blamed the boys in my class. I blamed my teacher. I tried extra lessons for a while. How many past
papers did I do? How many examples did I grapple with on my own? None. I lacked resilience, determination and
persistence.
The point I was making was this: every single day this term I have had girls asking for a subject change or a different
tutor. Every day, I have had girls complaining about a teacher. Sometimes the need to change subject is real; sometimes
a different tutor is the best option; and sometimes the teacher-pupil combination is not the best fit.
I acknowledge that part of the problem lies with the teachers but it is my concern that sometimes girls are actually
looking for the easy way out. Sometimes it’s one bad test that has defeated them and made them want to drop a
subject. And I have to ask:
•
Are they really grappling with a problem?
•
Doing the past papers?
•
Putting in the time to struggle with a concept?
Are they prepared to acknowledge that they are perhaps not paying attention in class?
•
Or asking the questions?
•
Or doing the prep properly?
Our Grade 11s and 12s have all done Journey – a real test of resilience, determination and persistence. How do we
get those attributes to spill over into academic grit?
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In order to address this, as well as other academic matters, we have formed a Students Academic Council to discuss
ideas and give girls a forum for voicing concerns and frustrations. A similar staff committee will be formed after halfterm.
Unlike the students in Alice, we don’t need to barricade a road. Our classrooms are open and our girls are doing well...
but we can always do more. If we are not building that academic resilience and grit, we are not all that we should be.

English Writing
The following pieces are from our Grade 8 girls.
Hannah Peffer
SAWC Feb. 2017
Topic: Sunset Haikus
Tropical
Bursts of magenta
Cornflower blue and bright gold
Forms a sea of fire
Himalayan
Dark jagged shapes loom
The sky gives a final roar
And then cold nothing
Polluted
Fading murky skies
The sun; a weak glowing orb
The stench of fumes hang
Beneath the Waves
Tumbling whitewater
Light dancing above the sea
Waves drink up the sun

EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter 							

23 February 2017

Desert
The blinding light wanes
Sun baked dunes beneath pale stars
The dry wind howls on
Forest
The scent of fresh pine
Trees streaked with ribbons of gold
Gentle light dissolves
Universal
Final light dwindles
The sky is stripped of color
As night takes over
Valuable Valentine’s gift to the DSG Art department
Valentine’s Day celebrates love, often symbolised by the giving and/or receiving of a red rose, but this year the ‘red
rose’ for the DSG Art department came in the form of a rare, valuable collection of art books. On Wednesday 14
February 2017 the school received the donation of art books from Bridget, the niece of the late Mrs Rosemary Hogge
(former Rhodes student and whose husband taught at St Andrew’s College many years ago). The photograph shows
some Grade 10s with the collection.

Ms Gabrielle Richards, HOD of Visual Arts, said ‘We were overwhelmed when we saw the donation of art books.
Almost every book is relevant in terms of the artists we teach and there are many other books that are very rare
indeed. The books in this collection cover French Realism all the way up to German Expressionism and Cubism.
We are deeply grateful for this early Christmas present. There is no doubt that this wonderful gift will serve many
generations of artists to come’.
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Left to right: Lisa Huber, Willow Gainsford, Caroline Mills and
Morwena Shamwana
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Grade 12 pupils from DSG and St Andrew’s College looking very
serious but proud after winning their different conferences. Left
to right: Maxine Barnes, Richard Jillings, Sandra Nagel, Emma
Davidson

Banango Traders
Banango Traders is a highly stimulating and competitive business simulation game (from the Johannesburg School of
Finance) which is guaranteed to bring the content of the Business Studies curriculum to life. The programme has been
tried and tested for over 15 years at more than 120 schools nationwide, and the outcome is always the same – that
finance and entrepreneurship can be fun! As well as this, the game is educational, relevant and controlled.
This year again we partnered with Kingswood College and invited Banango Traders to run their simulation game for
the Business Studies Grade 12 pupils. The event was facilitated by Mrs Corlize Viljoen from the Johannesburg School
of Finance, and was played during the course of the school day. The simulation not only entertained our pupils but also
(and perhaps more importantly) taught them valuable financial planning and strategising skills.
In addition to the simulation, pupils completed subject and grade-specific assessments that were of the highest
standard and have been moderated and approved as a portfolio piece.
Early Notification:
Matric Examination Preparation Camp 3-5 September 2017
In order for holidays to be planned and flights to be booked, I draw your attention to the following dates for this year’s
Matric Revision Camp, which we have re-named the Exam Prep Camp. The change of name is intended to re-focus
the purpose of this camp, which is not to re-teach sections of work but to focus on the specific language and demands
of the exam papers.
The camp will start at 8:00 on Sunday 3 September, so girls who do not live in Grahamstown will need to be back the
night before.
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Site visit to Somerset Cottage where Design pupils observed the renovation and the interior decorating processes
Design and Technology pupils inpired by interior design
Following on from the pupils’ visit to NELM a couple of weeks ago, on Monday 20 February, Mr and Mrs Basson,
whose daughters are at DSG, visited the D&T centre to talk to the Grade 10 Design group about interior design. The
Basson’s educative talk about interior design was certainly most inspiring.
The pupils were then invited to visit to Somerset Cottage which used to be the St Andrew’s College headmaster’s
home (in days gone by). The Bassons recently purchased this property and are in the process of transforming it into
a guest house. On site, the Design students could observe the challenges of the renovation process and how interior
decorating is part of the whole process.
After the visit, the students were given a floor plan of the cottage and their assignment is to renovate and redesign
three of the communal spaces. This task will not only challenge their design skills, but the best design will actually be
used by the Bassons in their guest house. The winner will be treated to a night’s accommodation in the guest house
after completion.
Both the staff and the students were greatly inspired by this visit and are looking forward to a follow up site visit when
the entries will be judged. Watch this space for the winning entry!

Dionne Redfern

Deputy Headmistress: Academic
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Agatha Rex, the 2017 junior production, was based on one of the
earliest plays – Sophocles’s Antigone, adapted and set in the Thebes
High School by Lindsay Price. The plot involved two brothers treated
differently for doing the same thing, and their sister’s search for
fairness from Dr Creon, the school principal who was more committed
to rules than to justice. Agatha (played by Juliette Ridley) learned that
crowds are cowardly and fickle, and that mob mentality leads to loss
of thoughtful response. Creon (played by Philip Beynon) is forced to
a wise compromise against his nature and pattern of behaviour. The
most important and difficult character to play in a Greek tragedy is
that of the chorus, who retell, interpret and amplify the story.
The production was directed by Mr Tim Barnard, Mr Alan Redfern and
Mr Andrew Stuart-Watson and thanks go to Mrs Dionne Redfern, Mr
Wesley Deintje and Ms Maretha Potgieter for their time and assistance
with the production. Thanks also to all the pupils who participated.
As well as offering our juniors the opportunity to participate in a stage
production, the junior production was also an opportunity to implement
some of the ideas that have been formulated around the Leading
Edge programme. A key aspect of the programme is to create as
many opportunities as possible, for as many pupils as possible, to be
involved in leadership and it was felt that the production was the ideal
platform for leadership learning to take place. These opportunities
included full ownership of producing the play. Various responsibilities
were given to pupils ranging from booking of the play, costume design,
organisation of props, make-up, set and programme design.
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Scenes from Agatha Rex the Junior Production performed by pupils in Grade 8 and 9
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Sport
I write this in the midst of our interhouse gala week. The campus is
awash with the colours of the various Houses, the girls are walking
around school with faces painted, war stripes festooning their cheeks,
and there is a buzz of excitement in the air. This, no doubt, is partly
due to the fact that half term is starting tomorrow, but it is also all about
the spirit in the Houses and the school which is unique to DSG. Since
the middle of January, the school has reverberated with the sound of
war cries as the Houses have practiced and practiced and there have
been regular dance rehearsals for the traditional Grade 8 dance at
the Wednesday evening gala. These are the traditions that are part
of the school and, from the youngest Grade 8 girls to the most senior
Grade 12s, are recognised as being part of our culture and the DSG
sisterhood. In the aquatic centre this evening, the highlight of this term
will reach a crescendo of fun, song (‘song’ is rather loosely used here
to describe the noise that actually emanates!) and dance. Besides
K-Day, when the school all comes together to cheer and support,
this is arguably the biggest demonstration of the girls’ passion and
their identity with our school. It is a great example of how sport brings
people together.
I look forward to bringing you all the interhouse gala results next
week, as already a number of records have fallen in the 100m and
200m events, and swimming is in a good space at DSG.
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Once again a busy week has passed – the reports are as follows.
Our 1st basketball team took part in the inaugural East Cape Basketball Championships hosted by Kingswood College
on Saturday. The team won the three pool matches played, thus qualifying for the final, where we faced the hosts
Kingswood. The DSG team put in a valiant effort but unfortunately lost the final 35-15, to end as runners-up in the
championships. The result against Kingswood is a vast improvement on our previous meeting and the DSG team must
be commended for the hard work they have put in.
Our 2nd water polo team travelled to Knysna to take part in the Oakhill Waterfront Chukka Festival. Both 1st and
2nd teams from around the country attend this festival which is played in the Knysna lagoon – a unique experience.
The team played seven matches, winning three, drawing two and losing two. The highlights were our draws against
Clarendon and Collegiate, as well as the wins over the Oakhill and Rhenish 1st teams. DSG’s player of the festival
was Emma Davidson as voted for by opposition coaches.

DSG siblings taking on South Africa’s best when the participate in the Old Petrians water polo tournament in Johannesburg this
weekend. From the left: Lucy Martin, Daisy Martin, Asia Hickey and Josie Hickey
Beth Rennie competed in the SANESA qualifier in Port Elizabeth over the weekend where she placed fourth in the
Prelim 1 and second in the Prelim 2 Dressage.
On Thursday last week, the DSG 1st tennis team travelled to St Anne’s in the Kwa-Zulu Natal Midlands to play in
the Independent Schools Tennis Tournament. A tough opening match against one of the pre-tournament favourites
Herschel, led to some great tennis being played, but we ended up on the losing side. We then lost a close match
against Epworth (which meant we could not make the semi finals) before going to in win against the St Mary’s Kloof’s
invitational side 5-4. When we played Kingswood for fifth and sixth place, we battled to find our rhythm and lost this
match 5-3. All in all, this was a very valuable learning experience for our tennis team who will benefit from having
played against stronger players and having to dig deep. I would like to especially mention Jenny Du Toit who playing
as DSG’s number 1, only lost two of the eight matches she played.
It was also the last ISTT for 1st team stalwarts Caroline Ferraris and Alice Godlonton, and we thank them for their
service and performances for DSG tennis over the years.
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Left: Mikayla Eksteen in action against Herschel. Right: Caroline Ferraris and Jenny du Toit in a doubles match
Looking ahead to the half-term break – as always there is much on the go. Our horse riders are at Kleinemond for
an Eventing course, in preparation for horse riding events after half-term, while our rowers head off to Gauteng to
continue the preparation for SA Champs which take place next weekend. Finally our 1st and U15A water polo teams
will be in Johannesburg for the Old Petrians and Sean Fuchs water polo tournaments respectively.
We wish all our girls the very best in their various endeavours.
If you are in Johannesburg over half-term and want to come and support our teams, please check the sports portal for
their fixtures. We look forward to your support!
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

Notice from the Foundation Office
South African taxpayers will be aware that the 2016/2017 tax year ends on Tuesday 28 February 2017.
Donations to DSG receive a Section 18A tax receipt (in accordance with Act 58 of 1962) which qualifies you for a tax
deduction for donations of up to 10% of your annual taxable income. Please consult your tax/financial adviser for
more details.
To support DSG, and take advantage of this tax concession and add it to your Tax Return, we’ve made donating
easy.
With our secure Online Giving facility you can use your Visa/Master card just ONCE to arrange a once-off, monthly,
or annual donation
www.dsgfoundation.co.za
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8 Kay Nite Race 8 March 5:30 pm
Graeme College

Category prizes and spot prizes.
Entry fee – R10 Scholars and R20 Adults

Proceeds to Grahamstown Hospice

Registration from 4:30 pm at the
Graeme College main sports field –
Somerset Field.
For queries contact : Cathy or Lindsay
046 622 7896
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