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Grade 8 Induction
Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
One of the highlights of my marketing trips is the valuable contact I have with young people. In Johannesburg last
week and Cape Town over the past two days, I interviewed about twenty girls from Grades 7 to 10 who represented
a diverse group of schools. From talking to the girls, I was able to garner ideas for DSG; at the same time, I was
affirmed by the realization that we are doing a lot really well. I was also struck both by the opportunities available to
young people in our schools and, on the flip side, the pressure this can place on them to be ‘Jills-of-all-Trades’. This
is a topic for another newsletter; suffice it to say here that I believe there are warning bells we all need to be heeding.
When marketing within South Africa, we use the opportunity to take representatives of the pupil body of our schools
with us so Kate McMaster and Alex True (from St Andrew’s College) travelled with us to Cape Town. Besides once
again being immensely proud of how they comported themselves and the outstanding speeches they gave, I also was
granted a valuable glimpse into the lives of a Grade 9 boy and a Grade 11 girl. From Alex I was reminded of what a
remarkable school St Andrew’s College is. There is no one-size-fits-all mentality and each boy finds his niche. Kate
was a wise, gentle reminder to listen often and carefully to the young people in our care – give them space to express
their feelings and emotions and have them acknowledged and understood, especially during times when the even
rhythm of the school becomes disrupted.
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In her speech to prospective parents, Kate referred to the enormous grit DSG girls possess and substantiated her
assertion by referring to the way they tackle the challenges of The Journey. And she is quite correct – for many
girls, completing 22 days of physical endurance while carrying their everyday necessities is a remarkable feat. DSG
girls also display this wonderful grit in their commitment to sport, the President’s Award, Drama productions and in
ensembles.
This interested me because globally, those involved with girls’ education are concerned about adolescent girls’
approach to academic work and intellectual challenges. It is widely acknowledged that girls are more fearful of taking
risks and they shy away from subjects that required problem-solving such as Mathematics and Physical Science.
When they do participate in these subjects, they tend to fare less well than their male counterparts. Numerous
investigations into this phenomenon indicate that our young women have picked up the subtext of inadequacy in the
media, through social situations and in various other forums.
This was confirmed by a recent IEB analysis, as shown in the following three slides taken from a presentation given
recently to principals of Independent Schools.
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The challenge for us as educators is to find ways of enabling our girls to draw on the grit they show in many areas
and apply it to the STEM subjects too. I believe we should tackle gender stereotyping at all levels to counteract the
sense of inadequacy developed over time by society. This can be done! At a recent prefect braai I hosted at my home,
Nichola Quarmby braaied capably and superbly for 20 people. I fell into the trap of gender-stereotyping and, given she
has two brothers whom I presumed did all the braaing, I commended her on her competence. Her reply was priceless:
‘In our family we rotate the roles because my parents do not believe that girls can’t braai and boys can’t make salads.
We all take turns!’
Most importantly, however, in our drive to enable girls in the STEM subjects, we must be cautious of losing ground in
areas such as empathising ability. Another slide from the IEB presentation reflects that girls fare far better in this area
than boys:
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The slide clearly illustrates why we are a world in crisis: while girls are shown to possess considerably better
empathising ability than boys, the fact that nearly 50% of those surveyed fall below average ability is cause for great
concern.
As educators, parents and role models we would do well to bear in mind the UN global goals for 2030 (Illustrated in
the slide below). They are challenging and may at times feel insurmountable, but they are well worth striving for. If we
are to come anywhere near attaining them we will need to determinedly close the gender gap and use education as
a means to strive for human dignity and justice for all.
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I know that you will join me and the DSG staff in our goal of developing young women who will understand that they
have a responsibility when they emerge as adults to participate meaningfully in society and to contribute towards
building a better life for those around them. The biblical teachings in Luke 12:36 tell us that much is expected from
those to whom much has been given.
Kind regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic
Academic Awards
In assembly next Tuesday, we will be presenting academic awards based on last year’s results, according to
established criteria. For the Term Order marks, we take the six core subjects only (English, FAL, Maths, Geography,
History and Natural Science for Grades 8–9 and the six subjects of choice for Grades 10-12).
Academic Awards Criteria 2017
Merit award for academic achievement in Grade 8 (2016)
An average of 80% for:
•
Term Orders in Terms 1, 2 and 3;
•
Continuous Assessment;
•
both Examination Orders

(certificate)

Merit award for academic achievement in Grade 9 (2016)
An average of 80% for:
•
Term Orders in Terms 1, 2 and 3;
•
Continuous Assessment;
•
both Examination Orders

(certificate)

Merit award for academic achievement in Grade 10 (of 2016)
An average of 80% for:
•
Term Orders in Terms 1, 2 and 3;
•
Continuous Assessment;
•
both Examination Orders

(certificate)

Merit award with Half Colours for academic achievement (either in Grade 9 or in Grade 10) (2016) 		
					
				
(Acorn badge plus certificate)
An average of 80% for:
•
Term Orders in Terms 1, 2 and 3;
•
Continuous Assessment;
•
Grades 8 and 9 OR Grades 9 and 10 Examination Orders
(Two consecutive years of such results to achieve an ACORN award)
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Merit award with Colours for academic achievement in Grade 11 (2016)
		
(Green academic badge and certificate)
An average of 75–79% for:
•
Term Orders in Terms 1, 2 and 3;
•
Continuous Assessment;
•
both Examination Orders
Merit award with Academic Honours in Grade 11 (2016)
									
An average of 80% for:
•
Term Orders in Terms 1, 2 and 3;
•
Continuous Assessment;
•
Grade 10 and 11 Examination Orders

(Oakleaf badge plus white academic badge
plus certificate)

The calculation of all of these marks is done electronically.

Cell phones
Our policy regarding the use of mobile devices during teaching time has changed and we now allow girls to have
cell phones and/or iPads in the classroom as teaching aids. Recently, I confiscated a phone from a girl and had it in
my office for two lessons. In that time, more than 300 notifications pinged through, including group chats and lunch
orders. All these messages were being sent during class time. My concern was verified by one of our teachers who
when observing student teachers from the back of the classroom saw how rife the unauthorised use of phones during
lessons had become. The temptation to check updates or send a message is just too great and even the most eagleeyed teacher misses a quick sms sent under a desk. In response, we are implementing tighter controls and it is now
compulsory for all girls to hand in their phones at the beginning of a lesson unless the teacher specifies that it is a
device-friendly session.
Subject Changes
From Friday 10 February, we will not permit any Grade 9 girl to make EDAD subject changes.
There have also been a flurry of subject changes in Grade 10 and some in Grade 11. We are now far enough in to the
term for the girls to have had more than a taste of their subjects of choice so there will be no further subject changes
permitted unless there are valid and pressing concerns and an obvious need to change.
Careers Day
On Wednesday 8 March 2017, from 14:00– 17:00, DSG will once again be hosting a Careers Day, sponsored by
PriceWaterhouseCoopers. The objective of the day is to expose pupils from local schools to the various career
opportunities available once they leave school.
The programme is divided into three main categories:
•
Tertiary Education
•
Gap-year opportunities
•
Individual local career personalities
Pupils rotate every 25 minutes to presenters of their choice. Presenters normally give a talk on their profession and
have literature available. Pupils also have the opportunity to ask questions.
We have presenters coming from Port Elizabeth, Durban, Cape Town, Stellenbosch and Johannesburg. Also, every
faculty at Rhodes University will be on campus to explain the structuring of the various faculties available at university.
and the Rhodes Career Guidance Department will talk on “Career Development” and what options there are for pupils.
The day is open to all Matrics and Grade 11 pupils and we extend a cordial invitation to the Grade 11 and 12 parents
to attend.
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Interhouse Quiz
On Thursday evening, each House sent two teams to participate in the termly
General Knowledge Quiz.
The results were as follows:
In the Junior section:
1st – Merriman (38.5 points)
In the Senior section:
1st – Crewe (32 points)
Overall standings:
1st – Merriman (65.5 points)
2nd – Crewe (59.5 points)
3rd – Espin (52 points)
4th – Knowling (50.5 points)
Special mention must be made of the Merriman Juniors – Chelsea Cordner,
Pooja Vijay, Leah Micklewright and Oyama Mzayidume – who beat all of the
other teams, including all of the seniors!

Crewe House

Merriman House

Knowling House

Espin House
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Design IEB Conference
For the first time, our whole Design team had the opportunity to attend the IEB Design conference where we were
briefed by the markers and moderators on the 2016 Grade 12 written paper and practical work. In the process, we
were given some useful tips for future teaching. We were also informed of some changes to the Design subject
assessment guidelines and were given a layout of the contextual theme for 2017 Design, Grade 12 – ‘Ontological
Design’.
The highlight of our day, though, was the talk given by the keynote speakers, ‘Doktor & Misses’. These two successful
young designers from Johannesburg inspired us all with their story and their exciting designs. After a good day away,
we came back well informed, knowledgeable, inspired and excited to teach Design to our Grade 10 –12 students. As
well as this, we had enjoyed socialising with other Design teachers and sharing concerns and commonalities.

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Headmistress: Academic

Parent-Teacher Meetings
Term 1
The parent–teachers meetings will be held on Thursday 23 February at DSG, 16 Worcester Street from 8:00 –
10:00
On-line bookings will open Wednesday 15 February at 8:00 and close on Monday 20 February at 16:00.
An email with the link to the booking site and full instructions on how to book a meeting with your daughter’s teachers
will be sent out shortly.
If you have any queries please contact Margie McLeod at m.mcleod@dsgschool.com.
Term 2
Half-term in Term 2 begins on Saturday 1 July 2017 (Travel Day).
The Parent Teachers meeting for both DSG and College parents will be held on Saturday 1 July from 09h00 to
11h00 in the Clapham Jubilee Hall in Worcester Street at St Andrew’s College.
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Grade 8 Induction
“At last orientation is over, we no longer have to wear our hair in pony tails and we get to ditch those uncomfortable
bashers!”
The Grade 8 ‘Rite of Passage’ service was the brainchild of the 2014 Matrics who felt there needed to be a point at
which orientation stopped and life at the DSG began in earnest.
Coming out of this initiative was a very meaningful ceremony in which the Grade 8s (and all new girls to the school)
were asked to commit themselves to the life and ethos of the DSG. The whole school then reciprocated with a promise
to assimilate them into our sisterhood and to nurture them as they grow amongst us. The Grade 8s were presented
with small candles which were lit to symbolize their transition to senior school for the next five years. A symbolic
extinguishing of the candles takes places at the valedictory service in matric.
A very special ceremony!
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Cultural
Dance
2017 has started off with hop, skip and a huge leap with 110 girls signing up for ballet and/or modern dance tuition!
DSG Dance offers both classical ballet and modern/contemporary dance, yet only examines one of these genres per
year. As this year is a ballet examination year, we have jumped straight into our classical ballet syllabi and are working
up a sweat as we dance through our set work in preparation of the ballet examination session, which will be held in
September.
Between Kuschi Openshaw and teaching intern, Sophie Saunders, our studio is able to offer every grade of RAD
(Royal Academy of Dance) ballet from Pre-Primary in Dance (ages 5 – 6 years) up to and including Advanced 1 Ballet.
Our Senior school classes are filled to capacity.
Girls enrolled for Modern/Contemporary dance will be working on gaining strength and technique this year, and at
developing their dance vocabulary. Performance opportunities will be created this year for all to show their moves, so
watch this space!

Music School off to a great start!
The Music School year has begun in earnest with over 400 pupils across all four schools having signed up for music
tuition on an instrument or voice. All 13 full-time music staff and 17 part-timers are busy teaching thirsty young musicians.
The ensemble programme is also up and running with all five choirs, two junior ensembles, String Ensemble, Wind
Orchestra, Jazz Ensemble, Contemporary Band and three Marimba Bands all hard at work building repertoire for the
year ahead. Easter Cantatas are being prepared with meaningful energy and determination and concerts are in the
offing. The DRW concert season kicks off next week with a Valentine’s Day Senior Open Concert on Wednesday 15h
April at 17.30 in the Auditorium. All music lovers welcome!

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture

EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter 							

10 February 2017

Community Engagement

On Saturday the Holy Cross School held their annual fund raising
fair, at which Kathryn Basson, Victoria Barnes, Grace Christie, Avia
Repapis, Nicola Mason, Gigi Pfaff, Jenna Willcocks, Jules Parton,
Athena Karagwa and Jenna MacKenzie volunteered to serve teas
and assist with face painting. It was a lovely sunny morning and it was
delightful to see all the children enjoying the stalls and food for sale.
The girls’ assistance was welcomed by the community.

Rev Sue Paton
Community Engagement
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Sport
Yesterday I was still on campus in the evening and once again was amazed by how much activity there is keeping the
girls busy and occupied – rehearsals for the Grade 8 and 9 production are in full swing, while the cheerleading and
house war cry practices after prep make the campus a very noisy place!
We are fast approaching the midway point of this very busy term – half-term – and the excitement and festivities of the
interhouse gala. While loosely referred to as ‘the gala’ the interhouse swimming actually takes place over the three
days leading up to half-term, with the highlight being the relay races in the evening of Wednesday 22 February. The
sports calendar last weekend was incredibly full with girls involved in any number of codes. Not all the results can be
included in this short space, but please do keep referring to the sports website for results and fixtures.
For me, one of the highlights of 2017 so far has been the performances of the Grade 8s. Despite dealing with the
challenges of settling in and finding their way, the girls have embraced the programme wholeheartedly and are already
showing signs of being a very talented and committed year group. I am quietly confident that this group is going to
add great value to what is already a strong and vibrant sports programme at DSG.
A number of our girls participated in the Uitenhage gala on Saturday with some excellent
results:
Toni Rafferty won gold in the 50m fly, 50m and 100m freestyle, and silver in the 100m
fly;
Sage Cawse won bronze medals in the 50m and 100m breaststroke,
Emma Podesta won bronze in the 50m backstroke and 50m freestyle and
Courtney Repinz picked up gold medals in the 50m and 100m backstroke and silver
in the 200m backstroke. Courtney also won the Margaret Human Trophy for the fastest
100m backstroke of the entire event.
In the Nelson Mandela Bay Aquatics Open Water Championships held on Sunday, Toni
Rafferty won the 1km race, and Shaelyn Walker won the 3km in her age group. Shaelyn’s
time has qualified her to compete in the SA National Championships later in the year.

Courtney Repinz
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Beth Rennie
Beth Rennie competed in a SANESA horse riding competition in East London over the weekend: she placed fourth in
the Preliminary 1 Dressage, second in the Preliminary 2 Dressage and she won the 80cm Accumulator.
The DSG 1st squash team, played in the Dave Hodgson Squash Festival on Friday and Saturday which DSG hosted.
A number of DSG girls were also invited to play in the Grahamstown Invitational team. With two of the best squash
schools in the country playing at the festival – GHS and Clarendon – the standard of squash and level of competition
was very high. A young DSG 1st team played five matches at the festival, losing three and winning two, including a
very good win over Collegiate.
Basketball is a relatively new sport at DSG and there is little competition for honing our skills. Our 1st and U15A
basketball teams played against Kingswood on Saturday and despite losing both matches there were plenty of
positives to take from the games. The U15As are looking impressive as indicated by their narrow 13-18 defeat;
however, the 1sts battled to find their rhythm in their match and lost fairly convincingly to a strong Kingswood 1st team.
Last Friday, our U14A water polo team travelled to East London to play in the Jason Murray Tournament. The girls
played outstanding polo and finished top of their group with great wins over Merrifield, Pearson and Hudson. In the
cross pool matches, we beat Stirling before losing 2-1 to Collegiate in the semi-finals. In the third/fourth playoff against
Pearson, DSG had a convincing 9-1 win to take third place.
Our 2nds, 3rds, 15Bs and 14Bs travelled to Woodridge for water polo matches against Woodridge and Oakhill. We
played eight matches, with seven wins and only one loss. This included two outstanding wins for the 2nd team against
Oakhill and Woodridge 1st teams.
The DSG 1st team played in the Brian Baker Water Polo Tournament held here in Grahamstown over the weekend.
Despite playing some outstanding polo, DSG ended on the wrong side of a number of close results against Clarendon,
Reddam and Glenwood House, before securing a convincing win over Somerset College. This was followed by a loss
to eventual finalists Pearson, before two very good wins on Sunday over Alex Road and Hudson Park. At the end of
the tournament, DSG finished in ninth place.
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DSG U15 tennis team after their match vs Kingswood College
The Albany tennis championships draw entries from Port Alfred, Kenton and Grahamstown and in what must be the
first time in history, a DSG girl was the Albany tennis champion in every age group from U10 to U 18! Congratulations
to Jenny Du Toit (U18), Mikayla Eksteen (U16) and Enya Kemp (U14), Holly Clowes (U12) and Abi Holderness (U10).
Further, of the ten finalists, eight were DSG girls.
Congratulations also to the following girls who have been selected for the Albany tennis team:
U14 – Enya Kemp, Lauren Van Coller, Chelsea Cordner, Olivia Price, Ané Strydom
U16 – Mikayla Eksteen, Julia Basson, Lauren Poole
U18 –Jenny Du Toit, Caroline Ferraris, Teagan Thompson, Alice Godlonton, Sasha Domnick.
This coming weekend the 1st and 2nd water polo teams as well as the 1st tennis team will be in PE.
Our rowers are currently in East London rowing in the Buffalo and Selborne Regattas, and we have just had word
that they have qualified for the quads A final on Saturday and the pairs final on Sunday. I look forward to bringing you
results on how they fared next week.
During the week, we have been holding hockey and netball preseason sessions. These are open to all girls and are to
give players a chance to brush up on their skills or to learn the basics of the sport before the winter sport programme
starts (in three weeks’ time). If your daughter is keen on either of these sports and would like to attend these sessions,
please encourage her to do so.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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DSG rowers in action at the Buffalo Regatta which started yesterday and continues over the weekend

High Achievers
Fulfil your dream of attending one of
South Africa’s great girls’ schools

Scholarships for Grade 8 in 2018
The Diocesan School for Girls, Grahamstown

The scholarship is open to top achievers (averaging 75% and above for Mathematics
and English) and the value is equivalent to approximately 10% of tuition fees.

Applicants will write the scholarship exam on THURSDAY 2 MARCH 2017
For application details please contact Dean Bridger on
Tel: 046 603 4300 | Fax: 046 636 2363 or
Email: d.bridger@dsgschool.com, or download application form
from www.dsgschool.com

The closing date for applications is Friday 10 FEBRUARY 2016
www.dsgschool.com
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Valentine’s Concert
Senior Open Concert

Date
Time
Place

Wednesday, 15 February
17H30
David Wynne Music School
EN AVANT
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Information Evening
Monday 13 February 2017
18h00 for 18h30
Sanitas Tea Garden
Gaborone Dam Site (off Machel Drive)
Children are encouraged to accompany
their parents | Dress: School Uniform
For more information and to RSVP
contact Craig Hatches | 083 351 5575
c.hatches@sacschool.com

Prospective Parents are warmly invited to attend an
Information Evening on our family of leading independent
boarding schools
St Andrew’s College | The Diocesan School for Girls
St Andrew’s Preparatory School
Situated in Grahamstown in the Eastern Cape.

A family of three boarding schools, highly regarded for excellence in all spheres of education.

Blood Drive
Lilla Strong Hall, DSG
[Staff | parents and
pupils may donate]
Thursday 16/2/2017
14h00 - 18h00
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CYRIL HOUGHTON
SCHOLARSHIP
FULL SCHOLARSHIP FOR GRADE 8 to GRADE 12
Leading South African schools,

THE DIOCESAN SCHOOL FOR GIRLS and
ST ANDREW’S COLLEGE, GRAHAMSTOWN
invite applications for the

CYRIL HOUGHTON SCHOLARSHIP
This prestigious scholarship will be awarded to one girl
and one boy in Grade 8 in 2018 and will cover
FULL TUITION AND BOARDING FEES FOR 5 YEARS
Both successful applicants willl be competent academics with a sound work ethic. Active
participation in sport is a requirement. The applicant should demonstrate strong family
values and sound moral principles

The closing date for completed application forms and supporting
documents is Friday 10 February 2017
Applicants will write the scholarship exam on Thursday 2 March 2017
For application forms please contact:
DSG: Dean Bridger (046 603 4300) d.bridger@dsgschool.com, or
SAC: Gay Penrith (046 603 2322) g.penrith@sacschool.com
or download application forms from
www.dsgschool.com or www.sacschool.com

www.sacschool.com

www.dsgschool.com
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