DSG
Newsletter Term 1 # 1 | 28 January 2017

Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
It has been good to welcome back old faces and at the same time to welcome those who have joined our community
this year. By all accounts the new girls have mostly settled well, albeit with some experiencing the normal bouts
of homesickness. I am always proud of our girls for the warmth and generosity of spirit they display to visitors and
newcomers.
We have also welcomed a number of new staff members and it is with a sense of pride that I introduce them to you
in this forum:
Mr Jayson Flanagan has just completed his studies at Rhodes University and he joins us as a young, energetic and
highly accomplished musician. He will be teaching Arts and Culture and Music, specifically the clarinet, saxophone
and flute.
Mr Benji Euvrard was teaching at Pinelands High School before which he completed a BSc at UCT with Mathematics
as a Major and Honours in Computer Science. He is our Innovation and Learning Technologies Manager and will also
be teaching some Mathematics classes.
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Mr Ntobeko Qolo

Ms Louelle Sullivan

Mr Ntobeko Qolo joins us from the Alliance Francais in Port Elizabeth where he taught Matric French and also
isiXhosa to pupils from Port Elizabeth schools. He is a talented linguist and a welcome addition to the French and
Xhosa departments.
Ms Christelle Hutchinson has been teaching at Graeme College and we are delighted that she also joins our French
department. She is from Brittainy in France and is an experienced teacher of French as a second language.
Ms Louella Sullivan has moved across from Kingswood to take up a position as an English teacher with us. She has
many strings to her bow with an Honours in English Literature and a Masters in Creative Writing.
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Ms Louise Mardon

Ms Lucille Collins

Mrs Belinda Kroon

In addition to these new academic staff, I also welcome two new Housemothers: Ms Louise Mardon, Merriman, and
Ms Lucille Collins, Knowling. Both these women have shown strong nurturing skills and have been in jobs requiring
sound organisational and administrative skills. Mrs Belinda Kroon joins us as the Housemother in the Grade 8 House.
Belinda is a well-known face as her husband is a member of the St Andrew’s College staff and they are the parents of
children who have been or who still are part of our pupil body.
I am hoping with the change in the House structure that there will be an increased presence in the Houses for our girls
and that the immense strain on the Housemistresses will also be slightly relieved. I congratulate the following staff
members on their appointments as Deputy Housemistresses:
Crewe:		
Espin:		
Knowling:
Merriman:

Ms Jenny Kingwell
Ms Aneliza Geel
Ms Jayne Euvrard
Ms Morgan Collins

Grade 8 House: Ms Jami-Lee Janse van Rensburg
Holiday News and Thanks
On behalf of the DSG Community, I congratulate the following on their marriages:
Ms Clementine Davies to Mr Mark Fettering
Ms Megan Hibbert to Mr Guillym Theron
Mr David Wright to Ms Jessie Stidworthy
As always, DSG never sleeps for an entire holiday and I would like to extend my thanks and appreciation to those
who worked during the holidays:
Dr Petra Gentz, Ms Dionne Redfern and Ms Cherié Wille for their assistance in processing our Matric results and
releasing the news.
Mr Chris Hibbert, Ms Aneliza Geel, Mr Clinton York, Mr Mark Evans, Mr Dom Marx, Ms Sheena Price, Ms Sanel
Sobahle, Mr Walter Eksteen and Ms Denise Strydom for running and supervising the sports camps.
Mr David Jarvis, Mr Steve Emslie and his team, Ms Belinda Kroon and Ms Kim Barker for their intense run-around in
ensuring that the Grade 8 House was ready to open on time.
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Mr David Wright for the coordination and running of the Leadership Camp and Fr Rob Penrith and the Housemistresses
for their input.
Matric Results
I have already sent out a detailed letter informing you of our very pleasing Matric results. This is on our website if you
missed it in the holidays.
I wish to apologise to Tegan van der Merwe whose subjects were incorrectly listed. Tegan attained nine subject
distinctions – Accounting, Afrikaans Home Language, English Home Language, Life Orientation; Mathematics; Music;
Physical Sciences; Advanced Programme English and Advanced Programme Mathematics. She was also placed in
the top one per cent nationally for Mathematics and Music and on the IEB’s Commendable list for being in the top
five per cent of students across five subjects. This is an extraordinary achievement and we are still basking in the
reflected glory.
Marketing
The annual marketing trips to Johannesburg, Cape Town, Mthatha and East London, the South Coast and Port
Elizabeth all take place during the course of this term. We would appreciate it if you,as parents and friends of the
school, would spread the word on behalf of DSG and St Andrew’s College. One of the ways you can do this is by
sharing the page on Facebook when you see it there.
Grade 8 House
The Grade 8 House is up and running and my staff and I have been overwhelmed at the positive feedback and the
number of generous comments made in various forums. We have a happy, rough and tumble group of 60 Grade
8 who are all finding their way together and, as is normal, coming unstuck on occasion sometimes in wonderfully
humorous ways. Although we anticipated that there would be some teething problems, there have in fact been very
few – testament to the excellent team of staff operating in the House under the leadership of Ms Kim Barker. However,
parents are invited to feed back to us any issues that may arise of which we are unaware.
In closing, despite the lingering hurt and anger that will inevitably accompany the harrowing disciplinary processes
that ended our 2016 year, I believe we have had a very positive start to 2017. We are in a process of gentle healing
and it is important that matters are put to rest so that this healing can be expedited and our young people can have
a positive and successful 2017.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic Report
Subject Selection and Subject Changes
It has been rather alarming to note the number of requests for subject changes since school started last week. Since
last Thursday, no fewer than 27 girls have made changes – some then changing back to their original selection within
24 hours. Each time a girl changes, HODs need to be notified, set lists reshuffled and lists updated in PencilBox.
Obviously, the right choice of subject is of tantamount importance and I am not suggesting that changes should not be
made. Sometimes there is a clear mismatch between the girl and her subject choice but sometimes the girls are not
even giving the subject (or the teacher) a chance. I understand that sometimes “the sooner the better” applies but this
is not always the case. I am asking that due consideration be given to the initial choices. Attendance at the Subject
Choice Evening for Grade 9 parents is one way to guide these choices, which can be a daunting for both parent and
child. Information about subjects may be found on our website, and I or Jane Jarvis (our Educational Psychologist) are
available to help you and your daughter make the best decision regarding her subject selection.
There have also been a number of upset parents who have e-mailed me because their child was not placed in her first
choice of SAL. In Grade 8, there are 80 girls and 94 boys who need to be accommodated in seven SAL options (with
one being Music for which pupils need to audition). While we do our very best to give the girls their first choice, some
options are very popular and end up being over-subscribed. In such cases, we revert to second choices, which may
also be over-subscribed. We really do the best we can to accommodate everyone!
IEB Entries
The cut off for any Matric to change subjects is 17 February. No subject changes will be accepted by the IEB
after this date
Matric Revision Camp 2017 3–5 September
In order to plan holidays and book flights, I draw your attention to the following dates for this year’s Matric Revision
Camp. The camp will start at 08:00 on Sunday 3 September.
Grade 11 IeBT Maths Results from 2016
A total of 3 544 candidates wrote the Grade 11 IeBT in Mathematics in 2016. Two of our girls were ranked within the
top one per cent of these candidates, both achieving 90%. Congratulations to Alice Godlonton and Caitlin Bailey on
this exceptional achievement as well as to Annie Schaefer who achieved 85%
A reminder that my email address is d.redfern@dsgschool.com should any parent need to contact me.
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English News
Hannah Peffer, a Grade 8, wrote the following piece
22.01.17
Her Life
She was born on a chilly overcast morning in the Kingston hospital of Greater London, all blue eyes and pale hair.
It was early December of 2002 (the second of December, to be exact), and being in the northern hemisphere, some
might have called her a ‘winter baby’ - ironic considering she would grow to loathe the cold. She was the first child of
two very joyful parents - a mother from Johannesburg, and a father from Texas. Having only just been born, the girl
had absolutely no clue what a wild, complicated life she would live. And so, as the story goes, it was on that cold winter
morning that Hannah Elizabeth Peffer came into the world.
Memories of things like white roses, fluffy snow, forgotten teddy bears, and bowls of cereal (kids remember the
strangest things) are some of the things she remembers while living in England. Most of it is just a blur - after all, she
was only four when her father’s job took her and her family (which was now made up of the girl, her parents, and her
two-year-old sister) to Mozambique. There, in the capital city of Maputo, she would go to the American International
School of Mozambique, where she would grow and learn for ten years and form friendships that would last many more.
When the girl turned thirteen, she learnt that she and her family would be moving. She didn’t know where to at the
time, just that by the time she was fourteen, she and her family would not be where they were now. The way her
parents put it, they had two options: move to Texas, away from the part of the world she called home, or move to Port
Alfred, where her grandparents lived, where they already had a house, and where they already knew of a wonderful
school. The girl and her family decided on the latter, and in December of 2016, they moved away from everything and
everyone she had ever known.

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Headmistress: Academic
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General news

The Extended Dining Hall: The contractors worked incredibly hard
to finish the dining hall in time for the start of the term. Work is still
ongoing on the walkways and exterior of the building, but the inside
is breathtaking – the sense of grandeur instilled by the arched doors
along the front is offset by the cheerful table cloths, and the three
serveries mean that girls can get their meals easily and quickly.
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New Girls
2017
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New Girls’ Programme: The new girls were kept busy during their two days
of orientation so that by the time the returning girls arrived back at school for
the start of the year, they had found their bearings and were feeling less lost.
Parents and girls had the opportunity to meet the Housemistresses and hear
some important information about operational matters.
As is tradition, during the first weekend of the term, the Grade 8s and their
matric sprig mistresses go into ‘lockdown’. They move their mattresses into
the hall and spend the night together, chatting, playing and eventually falling
asleep. It’s a wonderful way for the new girls to connect with the most senior
girls in the school and to establish relationships that often extend beyond their
school days.
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The Grade 8 House: The support staff under Mr Dave Jarvis and Steve Emslie did a magnificent job and worked for
most of the holidays to get the House ready for the new girls. Ms Kim Barker, the Housemistress, and Mrs Belinda
Kroon, the Housemother, were was also hard at work furnishing the House and making it a most welcoming place for
our youngest girls. The photos can only give some indication of the beautiful home our girls are living in.
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New Prefect: Congratulations to Asia Hickey
who has been made a prefect in charge of
Community Engagement.

28 January 2017

Head’s new house: At the end of 2016, Mrs Shelley Frayne moved
into the new Head’s house in 1 Bedford Street.

Sport
After less than one week into the new term, the DSG Sports Department had kicked into gear and we are fast building
up a head of steam as we approach the busiest and most diverse month of the our sports calendar. In February we
have nine sports tours travelling to four different provinces – Gauteng, KZN, Western Cape and Eastern Cape. For
those not touring, there are plenty of local matches both at home and away in Port Elizabeth and East London across
all our summer sports.
Before the term began, we held our annual sports camps where the girls who attended worked hard and were offered
outstanding coaching across six different codes. They also attended a presentation given by local sports psychologist,
Greg Wilmot, who discussed building a winning mind-set and how to deal with pressure. It was interesting to hear him
speak about fear of failure being a major stumbling block in the development of sporting ability and hopefully left the
girls with much to think about and work on.
As alluded to above, this is an absolutely manic time of the year on campus. Because the returning girls have to settle
back into the rhythm of school after a long holiday and the new girls need time to adjust to the routines, the demands
placed on them may be big and girls may feel that they are being pulled from pillar to post. As always in the Sports
Department, our main focus is to get girls engaged in an active and healthy lifestyle and therefore it is compulsory that
all the girls to do a minimum of two hours of sport a week. If you feel that your daughter is under undue stress and her
sports requirement is a contributing factor, we encourage you to contact us in the Sports Department or come and see
us. She may well confide in you without letting us know that she is under stress. We will listen to her and make sure
that she maintains an active lifestyle without being overextended.
During the December holidays there were still DSG girls in action and we had a number of girls playing in the
interprovincial water polo tournament in Durban. Mr Evans, the DSG 1st team coach, was also involved, having been
appointed as the head coach of the Eastern Province U15A team. Our girls did very well as did their teams, with EP
finishing third in the U18, U16 and U15 tournaments – all outstanding results. The girls involved were Daisy Martin,
Emma van Vuuren, Amy Anderson, Jayme Cunningham, Erin Jarvis, Phoebe Elliot, Shaylen Ackermann, Lucy Martin
and Duki Sonuga.
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Off the back of this tournament and on the basis of her performances in the pool, Erin Jarvis has been selected for
the South African U17B team to play in the CANA Cup later this year. We are very proud of Erin for this noteworthy
achievement.

Erin Jarvis

Toni Rafferty

Also in December, Toni Rafferty flew the flag for DSG when she swam in the Eastern Cape Schools Swimming trials
in Port Elizabeth where she won four golds – in the 50m and 100m freestyle, and the 50m and 100m butterfly events.
Toni has been included in the Eastern Province team which will be going to the SA Schools event in April to represent
Eastern Province.
Courtney Repinz, who has joined us from the Junior School and is in Grade 8, competed in the Oudtshoorn gala in
early January where she won a bronze in the medal relay.
We congratulate Shaelyn Walker and Enya Kemp, both of whom are in in Grade 8, who have been selected for the EP
biathlon team. Shaelyn has also swum a qualification time for the SA Open Water Championships in the 3km event.
Our tennis players have already played their first matches: our 1st team played in the annual Settlers Cup Quadrangular
on Sunday against Kingswood, Union and Victoria Girls in unbelievably hot conditions. DSG started well and were 4-2
up against Union at the midway stage, but unfortunately ended up losing to Union in a very close match 7-5. DSG then
bounced back with convincing victories over Kingswood 9-3 and Victoria Girls 12-0, to finish in second place.
Our 2nd team played tennis against Kingswood on Wednesday, running out convincing winners by 58 games to 14.
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Settlers Cup Quadrangular

Looking at the weekend ahead: our water polo players are heading to PE to take on Collegiate, Pearson, Alex, and
Woodridge, while our 1st tennis team is playing Pearson in PE on Friday. On Saturday, the Albany Championships
take place in Grahamstown with 27 of our players entered.
On Sunday we travel to the Bushman’s River on Sunday for the annual swimming of the River Mile. This is always a
great day out and once again it will be well supported with over 120 girls travelling down to the coast to swim in the
event.
Finally, I would like to point parents in the direction of our new DSG Instagram account: you can find us at
thediocesanschoolforgirls.
Although it feels as though we are still in the middle of summer, the winter sports season is rapidly approaching. It
is compulsory for all girls playing hockey to wear mouthguards – anyone without a guard will not be permitted onto
the field. While parents are welcome to make their own arrangements for their daughter’s guards, we are once again
offering girls the opportunity to be fitted for a MAX mouthguards on our campus next Wednesday. If you would like
to take up this offer (at a cost of R620), please ask your daughter to sign up on the list at the Sports Office. It will be
charged to your school account. Cheaper options are available at sports shops, but may not necessarily offer the
same level of protection.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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Operational Matters
Grade 8 Outdoor Education
The date of the outdoor education camp is incorrect in the term calendar: it will take place from 9 April until 12 April
2017 (not 9 March as indicated in the calendar). Mr York will send out more information to the Grade 8 parents
regarding this event.
Traffic Lights on Worcester Street
Pedestrian lights have been installed in Worcester Street to protect the increased number of girls who need to cross
the road. We recognised that the traffic lights have affected the logistics of day girls being dropped off for school, so
we would like to ask parents who approach DSG from Somerset/Bedford roads to please use the loading bays outside
the school. Please do not come into school to drop off your daughter or stop at the vehicle entrance to the school. We
would appreciate your cooperation in this matter
Clubs
We have amended the Clubs programme for 2017. In the past girls were expected to sign up for clubs between 14h00
and 15h00 on Wednesday afternoons. However, we have reassessed our goals and in 2017, girls will be required to
accumulate a certain number of club credits from each of the categories. These clubs offered will have as an aim girls’
development and the acquisition valuable life skills. Below is an example of some of the clubs that will be offered. Each
girl will need to ensure that she has signed up for at least one club from each column by the time she reaches Matric.
The girls may accumulate as many credits they like above the minimum requirement and may take part in as many
clubs as they wish, within their own time constraints. We would like to encourage the girls to become as fully involved
as possible and ask parents to help them in this.

Column A

Column B

Column C

Column D

Column E

Tech Related
Skills

Personal
Development

Cultural Skills

Outdoor and
Sport

Life Skills

Touch Typing
(Compulsory)

Home
Maintenance

Speakers

Trinity Drama

Sport Umpiring

Robotics

Car Maintenance

Introduction to
Public Speaking

Trinity Music

Scuba Diving

Microsoft DL

First Aid

Dependable
Strength

Learn a musical
instruments

Self Defence

Math Skills (Gr
8&9)
Coding

Learn to swim

Modern Exam

Learn to cycle

Ethical Leadership
(Gr 11s)
Alpha Course

Teach: Learn-toswim
Ballroom Dancing

App building

Gardening 101

Religious Studies

Photography

Basic Counselling
Film Making
Run your own
club

Poetry
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Outruns
In our efforts to encourage girls to stay physically fit, we have allowed girls a degree of autonomy in going for outruns
off campus. However, towards the end of 2016, it was brought to our attention that this had been abused.
Therefore, the parameters for outruns in 2017 have been changed:
•
•
•
•

We have designated two routes. These are the only routes that the girls may take.
They must be signed out by the staff member on duty in the House
They will only be permitted to run at 16h30
Various members of staff will accompany the girls, either running with them, or driving along the route.

These measures have been taken to keep the girls safe and to ensure that, as far as possible, we know where every
girl is all the time.

Information Evening
Tuesday 31 January 2017 | 18h00 for 18h30
Stand 429 (7 Hoggs Bay Close) Kyalami Estate,
Midrand
Wednesday 1 February 2017 | 18h00 for 18h30
23 Pitt Road, Bryanston
Children are encouraged to accompany their parents

For more information and to RSVP
contact Craig Hatches | 083 351 5575
c.hatches@sacschool.com

You are warmly invited to attend an Information Evening
on our family of leading independent boarding schools
St Andrew’s College
The Diocesan School for Girls
St Andrew’s Preparatory School
Situated in Grahamstown in the Eastern Cape.

A family of three boarding schools, highly regarded for excellence in all spheres of education.
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INTERNATIONAL

PROPERTY

AWARDS

Winner Best Real Estate
Agency, Best Marketing
and Best Website.

Contact us to take advantage of our marketing expertise.
Office 046 622 2778 / grahamstown@pamgolding.co.za
pamgolding.co.za/grahamstown
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