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The Diocesan school
For Girls

Peace, Joy and Love
to you and
your family this
Christmas
Warm regards
Shelley Frayne and the
DSG staff and girls

Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
When writing the final newsletter of the year, it has been customary for me to reflect on our successes and failures
and to thank the many people who have made a positive contribution to another chapter in DSG’s 144-year history.
Every school has its highlights in any given year and DSG has once again had many moments worthy of celebration
in 2018 in all spheres of school life. We have celebrated these and applauded them in our weekly newsletters, on
social media, and at our prize-giving ceremony.
However, increasingly, I am recognising that success needs to be measured in terms of purpose and that much of
what the purpose of a fine educational establishment such as ours is, cannot be measured over only one year.
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At the ICP (International Confederation of Principals) Council meeting I attended in Ireland in August, a presenter
posed the question, ‘What makes a school an institution of learning?’ I think that given the chance, any educator
could speak for quite some time on this topic and answers would be varied and probably all relevant. I was, however,
particularly drawn to the presenter’s answer, which was that: ‘The school must have a compelling purpose to make
a difference in each individual’s life’.
Numerous moments and events in 2018 have helped to develop and shape each individual girl at DSG. Some have
been frivolous and good fun and seemingly insignificant; some have been challenging and arduous; probably a few
have seemed boring and irrelevant; others have made the girls curious and required them to think critically; and
others have been moments of considerable joy and unbearable sorrow. I have been reminded that in education,
one cannot package the product because much of what young people have to deal with while growing up cannot
be predicted or pre-empted.
However, it is most definitely DSG’s purpose to make a difference in each girl’s life. It is my sincere hope that each
girl has had moments when she has been stretched and when she has had to develop resilience and determination.
I hope that she has had a fair dose of laughter and fun; that she has had time to reflect and to grow spiritually, that
there have been moments of celebration and joy for her; and that she has felt comforted in times of sorrow. Most
of all, I hope that she has known that she is loved.
I leave you with this message for each of your daughters written by Archbishop Desmond Tutu and published in ‘The
Book of Joy’.
Dear Child of God,
You are loved with a love that nothing can shake, a love that loved you long before you were created, a love that
will be there long after everything has disappeared. You are precious, with a preciousness that is totally quite
immeasurable. And God wants you to be like God. Filled with life and goodness and laughter – and joy.
I wish you all a happy, safe holiday and a blessed Christmas.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress

Thank you for joining me this year through our newsletters. I hope you have enjoyed the 2018 DSG experience,
sharing our girls’ many achievements and successes along the way. Before you go, please do take a moment to view
a final Christmas message at https://youtu.be/UqO0a1l-pTc.
I wish you a happy festive season with much love and laughter. Travel safe and we look forward to seeing you in
2019.

Faye Hardisty
Editor
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Staff Farewell
At the end of each year, it is inevitable that we bid farewell to some of our staff members who leave us for varying reasons. It
is with best wishes that we say goodbye to the following:
Sophie Saunders: Sophie is a DSG Old Girl, who has spent the last few years in the dance studio as a dance intern. Sophie has
given a huge amount to the school in this role and the girls will miss her immensely.
Denise Lesar: Denise has stood in as the junior school music teacher for only a short time, but her energy and excitement for
music has been infectious. I am sure she will be in and around the campus from time to time, to visit her granddaughter who
is currently a pupil here.
Nicky Rosslee: Nicky has been dubbed the ‘Boomerang’, as she keeps coming back to assist with teaching roles in the junior
school. She is very much a part of the family and we have a sneaking suspicion we will see her back, despite her argument to
the contrary.
Aletta Pretorius: Aletta has been housemother in the Grange, where hugs have been the order of the day. Her deep love of
the girls will be remembered by all who have passed through the Grange. We wish her well as she settles into her retirement.
Sylvia Israel-Akhinbo: Sylvia has assisted in teaching Spanish this year, where she has been professional and dedicated. Sylvia
still has children at the school, so I am sure we will see her more often than not.
Jenny Kingwill: Jenny has had a relatively short stay at DSG, but has had a deep impact on all those she has engaged with,
whether it be in the maths classroom, on the netball court or on outdoor ed. Jenny will be retiring, but we have no doubt that
she will continue to coach her long jump athletes for years to come.
Jayne Euvrard: Jayne leaves DSG to join the teaching staff at Herschel and enjoy life in the big city. She has been involved in
numerous areas of the school, from boarding to outdoor education, but it is her love of words and dedication to the A Level
literature programme, where she has had a profound impact.
Wesley Deintje: Wesley has been a force at DSG where he has contributed in many areas, but most especially in the drama
space, where he has left his own legacy. He leaves us to take up a position in Somerset West, where he is better able to pursue
some of his own theatrical aspirations.
Elaine Clarke: Elaine has been involved in our schools for over 10 years, first as a teacher at Prep and then as the Grade 6
teacher at DSG Junior. She leaves us to start a post at St George’s, where she will be closer to family and Woolworths.

New Prefects
Selecting prefects is not an exact science and contrary to
popular belief, ‘ticking all the boxes’ does not guarantee a
leadership role. However, subsequent to the announcement
and swearing-in of our 2019 prefect group, two girls have
stood out as leaders and organisers, with the ability to nurture
and inspire others.
We are pleased to announce, therefore, an additional 2
prefects for 2019:
Megan Redfern, who will join the Pastoral Care portfolio, and
Lucy Schlebusch, who will join the Cultural portfolio.
Congratulations Megan and Lucy.

Megan Redfern
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Culture

Pipe Band History
The St Andrew’s College Pipe Band celebrated its eightieth
year of existence in 2018, and is believed to be the oldest
school pipe band in the country. Girls from DSG have played
in the band since 1995, when Christine Harris became the
first DSG piper, and since then a good number of girls have
played in the band, several of them holding the position of
leading side drummer; but in 2019 another historic milestone
will be reached, when Lucy Ter Morshuizen becomes the first
ever DSG girl to hold the top position of Pipe Major.
Originally taught by another DSG girl, Kaeleigh Vetch, Lucy
began learning in March 2015, when she was in Grade 7. Her
first performance in the band was at the beginning of last
year, and she has played in almost every band performance
since. She has enjoyed some success in solo competitions
too, notably at the Knysna Celtic Festival in February this year.
We congratulate her on her appointment, and wish her well;
and we look forward to her leadership and guidance in this
important position over the next two years.
Lucy Ter Morshuizen Pipe Major 2019 and Jonathan
Campbell Pipe Major 2018

Awards
Before we end the year, we must congratulate the following
girls on receiving their various awards:
Music Awards
Commended: Sihle Bhangaza, Erin Powers, Lucy Schlebusch,
Emma Weeber
Highly Commended: Lauren Carmichael, Nomhle Mini,
Indipile Ndamase, Amy Thompson, Tarryn Whitfield
Half Colours: Tlanyi Bomela, Nceba Mtshemla, Asive
Ngcebetsha, Yolisa Ngcola, Angela Volschenk
Grade 4 Piano Grading with Distinction: Megan Searle
President’s Awards
Bronze: Laura Fowlds, Jessica Ovendale
Silver: Hannah Loggie, Jemma Quin, Lucy Schlebusch
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Grade 8 Camp
On Saturday 1 December a group of very grumpy Grade 8s
boarded two buses, heading off to the Hobbiton’s Educational
Centre at Hogsback. The girls literally touched the ground
running, immediately starting off with the first and second
rotation of group activities. These included different hikes
to Madonna & Child and the Swallow Tail Falls, while other
groups were busy with the middle ropes course and group
dynamics.
Each afternoon, after teatime, there was a 90-minute slot
where the girls could take part in individual challenges. They
were encouraged to overcome their fears by attempting
the zip-wire, abseiling, the lateral climbing wall or the log
challenge.
On Monday the rotations were changed to a manhunt, ‘island
hopping’, the high ropes course and the king swing. In the
evening the girls were divided into three rotating groups,
doing night hikes through an indigenous forest, an exotic
forest or taking part in activities in the hall.

The final activity, in beautiful weather on Tuesday morning,
included a 15km hike up Tor Doone, which everyone
completed successfully and in high spirits. Back at camp, the
girls had plenty of free time, cooling down in the swimming
pool, sliding down a slippery slope or playing Volleyball. Before
bed time, we were entertained by the girls in a “Hobbiton’s
Got Talent” show.
The Grade 8 group were amazing in their involvement,
enthusiasm and generally positive attitude and this
contributed to making the camp a huge success. We were
all very sad to bid farewell to this beautiful place and a very
competent team of instructors.

Thea Steele

Time Out
Team Work

On top of Tor Doone

nds! Sarah Brotherton takes a
Look Ma! No Ha
leap of faith
Ciara Francis
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Grade 9 Camp

Grade 11 Camp

The girls enjoyed a camp at Mansfield, just outside of Port
Alfred. The girls hiked to their camp by the river and learnt
how to pitch their tents, with some having the opportunity
to repeat the experience a few times. They climbed rocks,
engaged in orienteering, played water balloon games, cooked
delicious food and enjoyed Mr York’s famous hot chocolate.
The group was amazing, singing whenever they got a chance,
always helpful and cheerful, and making the camp a blast.
Thank you to Mr York for organising a wonderful camp and
to Ms Boynton, Ms Gambiza, Mr Hibbert, Ms Mason and Ms
Kingwell for looking after the girls and ensuring they had fun!

The Grade 11s enjoyed camp at DSG, where they had some
wonderful down time eating Sushi on Mountain Drive,
chilling at the pool or having burgers at Spur. In between
they participated in workshops covering some difficult issues
around Leadership, Transformation and sustainability and
learnt about their own performance. The Grade 11s leave
camp ready to guide the school as a group in 2019.

Michelle Mason

Thanks to the following people for their assistance:
Ms Konjwa, Ms Stretton, Ms Flanagan, Ms Norton, Ms Barker,
Mr Evans, Ms Fumbata, Mev Ferreira and Ms Collins.

Rock Wall

Braai Time

Face Packs

EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter 							

7 December 2018

Grade 10 – John Jones Fish River Journey
On the last day of term, the Journey groups awoke to a
beautiful day down at the Kap River Reserve. The previous
day had seen the frenzied excitement at the arrival of the
various groups at the reserve, where they saw each other for
the first time in three weeks. The sheer joy of seeing friends
from other groups and then the excited telling of war stories
occupied the rest of the day.

Torva Sharwood with pupils on Community Service
made their presence felt, but inevitably, the girls and boys
were fine after being patched up and given a bit of TLC.

Group 4 Hiking
We were all treated to a scrumptious spit braai before
spending the last night in our tents. Then the big pack and
clean up before we loaded the buses and walked the last
seven kilometres down to the Fish River Mouth. The groups
gathered for the last time for a closing chat, before they all
bombed into the sea in celebration of successfully completing
the 2018 Fish River Journey.

There is no doubt that all the girls and boys will have many
Journey stories to tell when they get home. Their perspectives
on countless aspects of life will have been influenced. One

The groups went really well and they can all be proud of
themselves for making it through. We had the usual bumps,
bruises, scrapes and thorns along the way and tummy bugs
Group 2
hopes that there would have been many learnings with
regard to things such as consideration for others, the need for
patience and self-discipline, managing litter and waste, not
taking water for granted, respecting other people’s property, a
sensible approach to food and hydration, the hidden strength
that we all possess, the importance of a positive attitude and
mental strength and above all, to look for the fun in whatever
we are doing.
I have been very impressed with this group of young men
and women and look forward to seeing their contributions to
school life going forward.
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Lastly, I just want to pay tribute to the many staff who have
given so selflessly of their care, time and energy to ensure the
success of this year’s Journey. I salute them all!
Group Leaders: Wesley Deintje, Kwazi Mkula, Benji Euvrard,
Dom Marx, Eurico Marques, Sandra Marques, Lesego Libisi,
Vanessa Bowes, Jayne Euvrard, Christelle Hutchinson, Monica
Ives, Nicol Gowar, Tami Maiwashi and Julia Braadvedt.
Additional: Clinton York (various), Rev Sue Paton (Community
Engagement), Rev Rachel Ssekimpi (Solo), Michelle Mason
(Rest and Create), Graham Gooden (food drops), Dionne
Redfern, David Wright, Shelley Frayne.

Group 2 - Taryn Glew, Katarina Behr and Emma
Davidson - canoeing experience

Pete Andrew

Zanda Nkosiyane on

Solo

Sunset on Journey

Leah
Micklewright

DSG Reunion
“Sometimes you will never know the value of a moment until
it becomes a memory.” Dr. Seuss
DSG had the privilege of welcoming back four old girls, Lu
Dowell, Grizel Hart, Jean Turvey and Di Selwyn-Smith to the
1958 and 1968 Reunion over the weekend of 23–25 November.
And indeed, it was a weekend filled with memories!
Before taking the old girls on a tour around the DSG campus on
Saturday morning, we all gathered for tea on the Espin House
lawn. We were joined by two Old Andreans, Bruce SteelGray and John Bryant, who are in fact also ‘DSG Old Girls’,
having attended DSG for their initial schooling years. What a
joyous occasion! So many stories were shared, causing much
laughter and the feeling of pride for being a DSG Old Girl was
tangible. The campus tour was appreciated by the Old Girls,
generating more reminiscences of who slept where in the
various boarding houses, which buildings had changed their
use since their school days and utter amazement at the more
recent developments and enhancements around the school.
Needless to say, much fondness was displayed for our Chapel.
With many other activities over the weekend having taken
place, including lunch at the Head of DSG’s home, dinners
with fellow St Andrew’s College alumni and other social
events, a very successful and memorable reunion weekend
was had by all.

Diana Selwyn-Smith (nee Hood), Jean Turvey (nee
Thompson), Lu Dowell (nee Rance), Grizel Hart (nee
Copeland).
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Sport
Dear Parents
Surprisingly there are quite a few things to report on, given the
time of year. Despite their exams, the swimmers and athletes
have kept up with their training regimen and have been busy
competing in events. All the results are outstanding as you will
see below, but I must make a special mention of Toni Rafferty,
who swept all before her in the pool this past weekend. We
also have a number of girls representing Eastern Province
water polo over the holidays and they too have been putting
in some long hours over the exam period. Reports on all of
these are below.
We start the reports this week by congratulating Julia Basson,
who has been announced as the DSG 1st team tennis captain
for the 2018/2019 season.
Then onto athletics, with the interprovincial triangular held in
Port Elizabeth on Saturday, comprising athletes from Eastern
Province, Western Province and South Western Districts.
Jamie Campbell represented Eastern Province in the girls U15
200m and 400m races and she ran brilliantly. She picked up a
bronze in the 200m, but it was in the 400m where she came
into her own, winning the race and with it the gold medal, in
a new personal best time of 61 seconds.

In the Nelson Mandela
Bay Open Water
Swim Series held two
weeks ago, Shaelyn
Walker tackled the
10km swim, which
would have required
a herculean effort just
to finish, and after
spending 2 hours and
38 minutes in the
water, Shaelyn not
only finished the race,
she won the women’s Shaelyn Walker
section and swam
an SA qualifying time in the process! Toni Rafferty and Nikki
du Toit swam in the 3km race at the same event and they
both finished 2nd in their respective age groups, also in SA
qualifying times.
A number of our top swimmers over the course of the season
to date had qualified for the Nelson Mandela Bay Swimming
Championships, and this was held in Port Elizabeth this
past weekend. Our girls were again outstanding and we
congratulate them and their coach Ms Sheena Price, for
all their efforts so far this season and on their results this
weekend.
Emma Podesta won gold in the 50m backstroke, two silvers
in the 100m and 200m backstroke events, as well as a further
two bronze medals in the 50m and 100m butterfly. Emma
also swam a national qualifying time for SA Juniors in the
100m backstroke.

Jamie Campbell

Medalists - Toni Rafferty, Courtney Repinz, Emma
Podesta and Shaelyn Walker
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Courtney Repinz won silver in the 50m backstroke and picked
up three bronze medals for the 100m and 200m freestyle,
as well as the 100m backstroke. Courtney swam national
qualifying times for SA Juniors in the 100m backstroke and
200m freestyle.
Shaelyn Walker picked up two bronze medals in the 200m
backstroke and 1500m freestyle.
However, it was Toni Rafferty who stole the show. Toni won
an incredible 7 races in the Women’s Open category, with
wins including the 50m, 100m and 200m freestyle, the 50m
and 100m butterfly, as well as the 50m and 100m backstroke
events. She also swam 3 senior national and 4 junior national
qualification times, an incredible achievement!
We wish the following DSG water polo players the very best
of luck over the holidays, as they travel to East London to
represent Eastern Province in the various interprovincial
water polo tournaments:
• Shaylenn Ackermann - EP U18A
• Franki Behr, Courtney Repinz and Rachel Stevenson – EP
U15A
• Amy Fowlds – EP U15B
• Derrin Bush and Josie Apps – EP U14A
• Erin Powers and Lucy Pringle - EP U14B.
Good luck girls!

Emma Podesta
and Courtney
Repinz

And then a final reminder about the Sports Camps we are
hosting in early January; the response thus far, from parents
and girls, has been fantastic.
The East Cape Residential Hockey Camp runs from 11-13
January 2019 and there are 40 DSG girls joining us for this.
Then there is the DSG Summer Sports Camp, which includes
netball, swimming, squash, tennis and water polo, with over
50 girls already signed up for this camp. Firstly, a thank you to
all those parents who have replied to confirm their daughter’s
attendance. However, for those of you still considering holiday
plans and needing more time to discuss these camps with
your daughters before you commit, please drop either myself
or Sandra an email in the meantime, so we have an idea of
who else might still be joining us.

Nikki du Toit (centre)

Finally, a heartfelt thank you once again to all our parents,
friends and family of the DSG for all your support this year
and most importantly, for being our girls’ biggest fans. May
you all have a blessed and restful Christmas break, and best
wishes for a happy and successful 2019, from all of us in the
DSG sports department.

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

Toni Rafferty
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Starting Monday 14 January to Wednesday 25 March 2019

LEARN ALL THE BASICS CORRECTLY AT AN EARLY AGE
WHERE: DSG INDOOR POOL
WHEN: Monday and Thursday, 18:30 - 19:30
WHO: Boys and Girls from Grade 5 to Grade 9
Build and improve your child’s:
• Overall strength and fitness
• Co-ordination and ball skills
• Swimming strength
• Water polo knowledge
• Individual skills
• Game experience
Club water polo is an opportunity to gain essential experience to make the higher
teams!
Coaches with International Experience
Mark Evans, Ian Mellier, Brian Webster
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