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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
There is an ebb and flow to DSG life that is part of the rhythm of each girl’s time here and is more clearly defined
at certain stages than others. Today, the Grade 10s finished exams and tomorrow they depart on Journey. Most will
not sleep much tonight; the mixture of excitement and nerves is a concoction not conducive to rest. However, we as
adults recognise the time and place in their lives and are comforted by the knowledge that the sentiment is normal
and that they will be fine.

EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter 							

15 November 2018

The juniors are about to start their exams and I spoke to them on Tuesday about the diagnostic nature of exams at
this stage in their senior school careers. They are absolutely no cause for anxiety but are used to diagnose individual
learning progress, as well as the progress of the class as a whole. They need to be taken seriously so that they can
be a fair reflection of each girl’s progress. I told the girls that they need to work hard in preparation for this reason,
and also so that they practise the skill of preparing for and writing exams. They also need to honour the investment
that has been made in their education and acknowledge the tremendous privilege afforded them by working hard.
In this conversation, I was again comforted by the pattern and process that is part of this stage in their lives at DSG.
They have joined a school that has a culture of working hard. The work ethic is strong and the girls have learnt the
importance of balance; there is a time for everything and the time now is to prioritise their academic work. The
Grade 8s move into the Senior Houses this weekend and they will note the example of industriousness from our 11s
and 12s who are in the thick of their exams.
Usually when one talks of institutional culture, it is about how difficult it is to shift certain patterns and behaviours
that are harmful or no longer relevant. At DSG, the practise of developing a strong work ethic and endeavouring
to give of your best needs to be safeguarded and emphasised. Each girl who joins our community should realise
quickly that we expect this of her.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress

Manyano House Farewell
The Manyano House farewell was both a joyous and sad occasion. The farewell marked the end of our time in Manyano House
and the beginning of a new chapter in the main Houses. Tami Morris and Ntsako Hlasi both gave heart-warming speeches,
followed by various entertainment pieces. My time in Manyano House has been short and sweet; of course there have been
ups and downs, but everything always comes right in the end. Manyano House has played an important role in forming bonds
between girls that will last to matric and beyond, regardless of the House they move into now. The farewell reminded me that
even though we would soon be split into our different Houses, the friendships formed this year will remain as strong as ever.

Megan Barrow
Grade 8
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Academic

Grade 9 Geography Field Trip
On 7 November, the Grade 9 DSG and SAC classes went on a field trip to Kenton-On-Sea. The learners were able to identify
the various river and coastal features we have covered in class, such as the mouth of Bushman’s River, wave-cut platforms,
bays and stacks. Some girls even enjoyed ‘off-the track’ rock climbing. It was gratifying to see the girls working together,
clambering over the rocks to reach the rest of the group. All learners had an enjoyable and productive time, learning from
being in situ and experiencing Geography first hand.

Michelle Mason
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Culture

Music Examination Results From London
Demanding external practical music examinations by Trinity
College London and the Associated Board of the Royal
Schools of Music were recently undertaken by 93 pupils from
the family of schools associated with the David Wynne Music
School. The results were exemplary: 77% of the candidates
passed with merit and above (above 75%) and of these 46%
passed with distinction (87% and above). Congratulations to
all the candidates and their teachers. Special congratulations
to Camagu Mgwedli and Aidan Reynolds who were the highest
distinction achievers in the two senior schools.

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture
Camagu Mgwedli

Sing in Harmonie

In April this year, the camera crew from kykNet recorded the DSG and St Andrew’s College Chamber Choir in Centenary
Hall. Although the choir were announced as episode winners, little did we know then how incredibly well they would do in
September, when they were honoured as one of 14 out of 180 choirs who went on to the Finals. However, I digress. May I
encourage you to tune in to KykNET NOU on 25 November at 17:00, when you will be able to view our girls and boys in Sing
in Harmonie Hoërskole!

Natasja Eksteen
EN AVANT
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Cathedral Conversations with John Rennie
Old Andrean, John Rennie (1958), will be visiting Grahamstown next week to
attend his 60th Reunion. Since leaving St Andrew’s, John has become a Capetonian
Architect and Heritage expert, founded an award-winning architectural firm and
been awarded the Cape 300 Gold Medal for his service and contribution to the
City of Cape Town’s buildings. However, very close to John’s heart is the landmark
George Gilbert Scott Cathedral of St Michael and St George in Grahamstown. Not
only did he sing treble in the Cathedral Choir, earning the position of Head Chorister
in 1954, he also restored the Cathedral himself in the 1980’s.
John will be giving a talk about the architecture of the Cathedral at 10:00 on
Thursday, 22 November at the Bowling Club for U3A. The talk is open to the public
and all are welcome. There will be an entry fee of R5.

Gap Year Opportunities 2020
The Letz Live/Tutors Worldwide team are currently
recruiting Gap Assistants (Stooges) for schools across
Australia, New Zealand, Thailand and the United
Kingdom. All positions offered to potential applicants
will be provided with board and lodging, in addition to
a weekly stipend during their time abroad. Depending
on the country of destination, placements are either
six or eleven months in duration.
The closing date for 2020 placements is 15 December
2018, with interviews commencing in early 2019.

If you are currently in Grade 11 (Grade
12 next year), you are eligible to apply via:
www.letzlive.org or www.tutorsworldwide.
org.

Rev Sue Paton
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Community Engagement CEMA Awards
Congratulations to the following girls for their dedication and commitment to others.
Commended
Laaiba Anjum
Dalitso Banda
Katarina Behr
Acacia Bell
Daniella Benjamin
Danique Bouman
Tayla Brown

Jess Coxwell
Landon Crowther
Natasha De Beer
Mikayla Eksteen
Saskia Gambale
Kate Gregory
Demi Hele

Tess Holden
Anna Jones
Georgina Mackenzie
Indipile Ndamase
Jenna Peoples
Toni Rafferty
Sabine Renaud

Avia Repapis
Isabella Russell
Angela Sheard
Erin Southey
Tati Tsinonis

Highly Commended
Lauren Baines
Kelby Barker
Casey Bush
Isabel de Beer

Sasha Domnick
Kristen du Plessis
Kate McMaster
Nina Owen-Jones

Kendal Rose
Alexandra Rowe
Leigh Saywood
Lucy Schlebusch

Torva Sharwood
Sarah Stevenson
Chiara Williams-Wynn

Half Colours
Caroline Cotton

Isabel de Beer

Jules Murray

Kirsten Wishart

Greenpop Festival
We are going to take a group of girls down to the Greenpop Festival of Action in Knysna next year from 22 - 29 June 2019
over half term. We have heard good reports about the project and would like to give girls opportunities to travel and engage
locally. If you would like your daughter to join us, then please apply online using the following link: bit.ly/GPEden19Apply
and send me an email confirming your application. (s.paton@dsgschool.com)
What is Greenpop?
Greenpop is an award-winning social enterprise on a mission to (re)connect people with our planet and do so having
fun. They plant trees and restore ecosystems through urban greening and reforestation projects, spread environmental
awareness, run leadership and eco-education programmes in Southern Africa. www.greenpop.org
The Programme
The programme includes various Eco Education Activations at local schools, community centres and NGOs. Activities and
events include: Tree planting, Natural building, Mural painting, a workshop day on various sustainability topics, guided
nature hikes and inspirational speakers and a film screening under the stars.
The girls will meet local and international participants whilst developing attributes of good leadership and citizenship. For a
better idea of what happens, see the 2018 video: Eden FOA 2018 Video
The Cost
The fee for the week is R5100 excluding Vat, plus transport costs to get to Knysna.
President’s Awards and Community Service
The Eden Festival of Action 2019 meets the requirements for the Gold Level Residential Project of the President’s Award.
Pupils can earn community service hours and up to 30 hours of community service per week is allocated for participation
in activities such as: Alien clearing, Tree planting, Mural painting, Eco-education workshops and Beach clean-ups. See the
resources folder to learn more Eden Festival of Action Resources.
Kind regards

Rev Sue
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Sport
Dear Parents
Not a great deal on the go this past week, however our
swimmers and horse riders were busy and the inaugural DSG/
St Andrew’s College mixed doubles tennis championships
were held last Friday. You will find the reports on all of these
below.
The year is fast drawing to a close, so I would like to take
a moment to pay tribute to all those who made the year a
successful one on the sporting front. Firstly, a big thank you to
the DSG staff for all their efforts, from the coaches to the team
managers, to the DSG grounds staff, the SAN, the House staff,
the catering team and those in the transport department,
who all play their part in making sure everything keeps ticking
over and runs smoothly.
Obviously nothing is possible without the efforts of the girls
themselves and they have (for the overwhelming majority)
been committed and dedicated sportswomen. And then to
the parents for being the girls’ biggest supporters. Wherever
and whenever we play, there is always a parental presence
and while there are those parents who live great distances
away and can’t often get to watch their daughter, they can
rest assured knowing that those who are there, take on a real
collective parenting responsibility at sports fixtures, which
is always wonderful to see. The overwhelmingly positive
support and generosity of spirit sets such a great example to
our girls.
It is also at times like this when one questions what is the
hallmark of a successful sporting year, as it is not based purely
on the performances and results of the 1st teams. While we

Enya Kemp and Ignus Potgieter

do strive to offer an environment where sporting excellence
can thrive and for girls to reach their full potential, our key
objective is to provide a sporting environment in which all
our girls are able to participate and more importantly, enjoy
themselves while doing so. We also endeavour to provide
a platform for the development of important life-skills such
as teamwork and sportsmanship, for the girls to realise the
importance of commitment and for them to build resilience.
Reviewing the year past, I believe we have met the majority
of our aims which makes 2018 a successful one, and while
there is always room to improve, we have a great foundation
to work from as we now turn our attention ahead to what
2019 will bring.
Sports Reports from the Past Week
The Inaugural DSG/St Andrew’s College Mixed Doubles Tennis
Championship took place on Friday with eight couples taking
part. These couples were made up of the top players in St
Andrew’s and DSG, and the enthusiasm leading up to the
event was fantastic. At the end of the round robin stage, cross
over play-offs determined the overall position. The final was
contested between Lollie van Coller and Dylan Marx, and
Enya Kemp and Ignus Potgieter. Van Coller and Marx won the
final 8-3. The Best Dressed title went to Erin Preston and Guy
Murray.
The 4th A league Gala was held in Port Elizabeth on Saturday.
DSG swimmers had some great results, and well done to the
following girls who placed in their races.
•

Emma Podesta won both her 50m and 100m backstroke
races and placed 2nd in the 50m butterfly.

Guy Murray and Erin Preston
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Courtney Repinz won the 200m freestyle, finished 2nd in
the 100m freestyle and 3rd in the 100m butterfly.

•

Nikki du Toit won the 50m butterfly and picked up two
2nd places in the 50m backstroke and 200m freestyle.

•

Riley Cawse won the 50m freestyle, placed 2nd in the
100m backstroke, and 3rd in the 50m backstroke.

•
•

Finally, we are very proud of and congratulate the following
girls on their selection to the various East Cape Equitation
teams:
•

Kei Repapis - Eastern Cape PR Open Equitation Team

•

Shaelyn Walker won the 1500m freestyle and shaved
almost 2 minutes off her personal best.

Georgie Gerber - Eastern Cape Junior Intermediate
Equitation Team

•

Cally Still won both the 50m freestyle and 50m backstroke
events and placed 3rd in the 50m butterfly.

Anna Bradfield - Eastern Cape PR Intermediate Equitation
Team

•

Sienna Evans - Eastern Cape Junior Novice Equitation
Team

Our equestrians had some successes in the various shows
too. In the November Graded Show held in Port Elizabeth this
past weekend, Kei Repapis picked up 2nd places in both the
1.1m and 1.2m championships.
In the Grahamstown Show held at the Grahamstown Riding
Club this weekend a number of DSG girls competed and did
outstandingly well. Hannah Jones won the 70cm A2, while
Franci Rowe picked up two 1st places in the 80cm category and
Bella Houghton won three events. In the 90cm competition,
Anna Paterson won two events and Emily Paterson placed
2nd in two of the events. Sienna Evans won an event in the
1m category and Tarryn Whitfield picked up two 1st places
in the category. Georgie Gerber also had a great competition
winning two of the 1.10m events as well as the 1m A2.

The week ahead sees the Grade 10s leave for Journey, along
with many of our sports staff, and the Grade 8s and 9s are in
their final preparations for exams. As previously mentioned
the official sports programme has now ended, but girls are
still able to join the trail and road running groups which go
out every day. The girls have the opportunity to swim at
the aquatic centre in the afternoons as well. There are also
activities like summer league hockey on the go, and as always,
we encourage all the girls to remain active over this period,
to not only remain fit and healthy, but also to help them
concentrate and achieve better results in their examinations.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

Parkrun

Nikki du Toit
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Dance Extravaganza
Dance, as a sport, as a form of creative art, and just for the joy of it, is a large part of the DSG community. This month, we are
spoilt for choice, with three dance productions to choose from, or you could see them all.
On 16 November at 18:00 and 17 November at 11:00 and 18:00, the Sirenskyscraper Dance Studio presents ‘A Karoo Tale’.
Performances will be held in the Rhodes University Theatre and you can obtain tickets from sirenskyscraper@gmail.com.
The Pixie Highland Dance Studio presents ‘Tartan Rock’ on Friday 23 November at 18:30 in the Memory Hall at St Andrew’s
Prep. You are invited to bring your own food and drinks to enjoy dinner and a show. For ticket bookings, please contact Lana
on 083 440 1033 or email johanandlanda@gmail.com.
Finally, for one night only on Saturday 24 November at 19:00,
the Movements Dance School will perform ‘The Heart of
an Island Goddess’ in the Guy Butler Theatre at the 1820
Settlers’ Monument.
The story of a young girl’s destiny to voyage alone beyond the
reef into the wide ocean and return the heart of the island
goddess in order to save her people from hardship. Told in
the beauty of dance. Following 3 sold-out performances at
the National Arts Festival, this one-night-only performance
promises an extended cast and more breathtakingly
beautiful dances. Contact 084 419 6450 to book your tickets.

PIXIE HIGHLAND DANCE STUDIO
PRESENTS

TARTAN
ROCK
friday 23 november 2018
18h30
memory hall @ st andrew’s
preparatory school

adults r50
scholars r30

bring your own
food/drinks to enjoy
dinner and a show!

to book tickets contact lana 083 440 1033
or email johanandlanda@gmail.com
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