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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
There has been an air of celebration about DSG this past week. Our DSG/St Andrew’s Chamber Choir sang in the
‘Sing in Harmonie’ competition and won the prize for ‘Best Sacred Piece’, four girls attained their Gold Standard in
the President’s Award and we celebrated Heritage Day amidst great fanfare.
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Achieving a Gold Standard in the President’s Award shows immense personal endeavour and commitment to
leadership and service. There is no club or team to join that will take you there; you have to make it happen for
yourself. DSG is enormously proud of Kathryn and Julia Basson, Caydn Barker and Emily Campbell. Well done, girls!
On Heritage Day, the girls were encouraged to dress as “proudly South African’ or ‘proudly in South Africa’. The
isiXhosa department also ran their annual ‘isiXhosa Day’ which ended with traditional isiXhosa food, dancing,
poetry, story reading and singing. There are pictures in this newsletter of the girls who take isiXhosa as a subject
proudly dressed in traditional isiXhosa dress.
DSG has worked hard on its transformation and diversity journey and this space has at times been challenging and
uncomfortable. The journey is an ongoing one, but we can pride ourselves on being leaders in this field, with other
schools contacting me to request that we share our processes and documents with them.
The wealth attained through diversity has been most evident here over this past week and I’ve enjoyed noting that
we are a more inclusive and generous place where girls are able to laugh with one another once again, but are more
sensitive to and accepting of differences among their peers.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress

World Knowledge Olympiad
The World Knowledge Olympiad is a long standing national Olympiad
for Grade 6 - 12 learners. For almost 30 years, it has attracted bright and
curious young minds who are self-starters wanting to know more about
the world around them.
The Olympiad is open to all learners at South African schools so it is an
opportunity for schools and their learners to test their general knowledge
against the rest of the country.
And now the results are in! Congratulations to Oyama Mzayidume who
came 9th nationally in the grade 10 section.

Louise Todd
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President’s Award: Gold
For the first time in my history at DSG, four DSG girls achieved
their President’s Award Gold Certificates this week. All these
girls have been very committed to the community engagement
programme and serve as leaders on the Interact Committee.

Sisters Kath and Julia Basson

They are:
Emily Campbell, Kathryn Basson, Julia Basson, Caydn Barker
Congratulations girls!

Rev Sue Paton

Gold President’s Award, left to right, Caydn Barker, Emily Campbell,
Julia Basson, Kathryn Basson

Trip to Borneo

Trip to Borneo
8th to 23rd August 2019

Pupil Information Sessions – Wed 12 Sept 17h00 in Josie Wood
1 (JW1) or 19 Sept 17h00 (JW1)
Parent and Pupil Information Session - Tues 9 Oct at 14h00
(JW1) at DSG
school. https://weareworldchallenge.com/international/dsg/
Please make a note of the upcoming information sessions for pupils and parents. Please get your online applications in to
World Challenge by Wednesday 17th October 2018, by following this link: https://weareworldchallenge.com/international/dsg

Rev Sue Paton
EN AVANT

28 September 2018

DSG Newsletter

Supporting Life
On Thursday 20 September, DSG and SAC hosted the third
blood clinic of the year in the Design and Technology Centre.
Even though many of our regular donors were down with
flu on the day, the South African Blood Services (SABS) still

managed to collect fifty-two units of blood.
Many thanks to each and every one who took the time to
give, especially those who donated for the first time. You are
making a difference!

Bandana Day
Bandana Day is run by the Sunflower Fund, which raises funds and awareness through campaigns like Bandana Day.
Its purpose is to rally support for individuals diagnosed with life-threatening blood diseases like leukaemia.
It encourages people to get mobilised and to engage in simple action like buying a bandana (TOPE) or registering as blood stem
cell donors to give the hope of life to their patients.
This year’s Bandana Day was dedicated to Andrea Williams who was a Grade 9 PJ Olivier pupil who recently died of leukaemia
after only three weeks of being diagnosed.
The DSG girls got fully behind the spirit of the day, and with the many bandanas on display, we had a stunning swathe of colour
moving through the school.
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Grade 8 and 9 Social
On 22 September, DSG hosted another successful junior social with a Coachella theme in the Lilla Strong Hall. The learners
enjoy dressing up every once in a while and responded to the theme with great enthusiasm and creativity. Funds raised will
be contributed to Community Engagement projects during the 2018 John Jones Fish River Journey. A special thanks to the DJs,
who kept the crowd entertained with their popular playlists, the staff involved and the Grade 8 and 9 learners who contributed
to this cause.

Mareli Human
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Heritage Day Celebrations

Heritage Day was the perfect opportunity to celebrate the diversity of countries and cultures represented at DSG. Our theme
this year was ‘Proudly South African/Proudly in South Africa’ and girls were invited to wear something that represented pride
in their heritage. Flags from every country that is home to even one of our girls or staff members were displayed in the dining
hall – a total of 19 flags – and a traditional ‘Seven Colours’ lunch was followed by boerewors rolls for supper! Heritage Day also
coincided with Xhosa Day this year, so the entire Xhosa Department were dressed in the vibrant colours and designs rooted
in Xhosa culture. During a day that was full of colour and energy, we were reminded of the richness and beauty of our diverse
cultures and the incredible opportunity we have at DSG to open our minds and learn from one another.

Kim Barker
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isiXhosa Day
A very vibrant isiXhosa Day was held early this week. Coinciding with Heritage Day, it was a wonderful way for the DSG girls
and SAC boys to celebrate their isiXhosa heritage.
Colourful traditional clothes were worn and the day ended in the Lilla Strong Hall, where the grade 8 to 12 isiXhosa classes
presented speeches and poetry, and performed isiXhosa songs.
The guest speaker for the evening was DSG Old Girl, Zakeera Docrat, who spoke about the importance of African languages in
future careers which the pupils may choose.
The evening ended with a delicious meal of traditional isiXhosa food.

Shelly Roodt

Grade 8 Braai
On Friday 21 September the weather finally played along so
we could hold our twice-postponed Grade 8 Braai. Manyano
House hosted the braai and all SAC Grade 8s were invited.
One brave boy arrived at 17:00 on the dot and the others
trickled (or had to be coaxed) in over the next twenty minutes.
The initial awkwardness gave way to a buzz of chatter and
laughter when the Manyano prefects got them competing
for a chocolate with ‘Getting to Know You Bingo’. A picnic on
the lawns followed with a delicious braai prepared by DSG
Catering and music supplied by the prefects. Judging by the
reluctant goodbyes as the sun was setting, the evening was a
very happy success.

Kim Barker
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Culture

The John Axe Arts Week Ends In A Blaze Of Glory!
BLOW, BLOW THOU WINTER WIND
On Wednesday at 1.30pm, the Wind Orchestra presented
a short but innovative concert of music. Although the title
of the concert was a misnomer from a point of view of the
music presented, the chilly weather inadvertently brought
it a modicum of believability. The first piece was taken from
the serious literature for the ensemble entitled Resonance by
Keith Foley and the 2nd piece, Puttin’ On the Ritz was in total
contrast. The orchestra then attempted the death-defying
feat of playing 30 tunes inside 3 minutes! This was a rendition
of the concert band classic by Harold Walters entitled Instant
Concert. The concert ended with two jazz Standards that
were well-received by an enthusiastic audience.

Access Music Project, Kingswood, Victoria Girls High, St
Andrew’s College and the Diocesan School for Girls.
The massed orchestra performed four works to begin with,
from composers such as Handel and Brahms as well as more
contemporary material. This impressively large group also
included two indigenous tunes and a groovy Despacito with
which to end the concert. Their energy was infectious!
The middle part of the concert consisted of the DSG/SAC
Strings performing two demanding works by Vivaldi and
Brahms followed by a professional ensemble of teachers
offering three movements entitled The Gathering composed
by Ms Lizzie Rennie. At the end, the happy audience left
well-satisfied! The String teaching staff of Ms Lizzie Rennie,
Mr Kwazi Mkula and Ms Mikayla van Blerk can be justifiably
proud of a job very well done.
OPEN MIC

ALL STRINGS ATTACHED
At 5.30pm on Wednesday the David Wynne Auditorium was
home to a Grahamstown Strings extravaganza. There were 68
String players from six different institutions on display. The
schools represented were the Keiskamma Music Academy,
Wednesday night was for both the brave and ambitious.
Although the event had to move indoors because of the
weather, it was still well supported by experienced performers
like Sean Howard (and his band Beluga Bay) and Stuart Christie
as well as stars in the making like Dali Banda, John Marshall,
Amy Thompson and others. Mr Jayson Flanagan, the master
in charge, was well pleased that so many young musicians
plucked up the courage to get on stage and perform. Despite
the cold, they braved the most daunting task of all - sharing a
little bit of their soul. And all of us were allowed to suspend
the drudgery of everyday life just for a few magical moments.
This was an excellent initiative that deserves repetition.
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CHAMBER CHOIR CONCERT

SHIFT

The Drill Hall last Thursday at 12.25pm was alive with the
sound of music. The illustrious Chamber Choir presented a
concert that demonstrated that they had been diligent in their
preparation for their imminent final competition in Pretoria.
The rich, balanced and sonorous tone was impressive as was
the sense of ensemble. It was all a testament to their hard
work and the commitment of their choirmaster, Mr Jovan

Friday at 1.30pm the Centenary Hall became the venue for
Shift which is an annual art ‘happening’, which embodies the
concept of having as many different performing and visual
artists on stage together at once. The idea is that all of the
performers feed off of one another to create an hour and a half
of improvised, and some rehearsed, creative entertainment.
This year our crew consisted of over 40 pupils. Musicians,
thespians, visual artists and dancers all teamed up to show
case their talents. Many of the performers this year were
amateurs and through Shift they were given the opportunity
to perform on stage for the first time. Shift is a largely pupilgenerated project and thus Gabriel Walsh, Ntombizethu
Mpahle and Teejay Tshukudu are highly commended for their
efforts.

Heynsen. A short but demanding repertoire was on display
and it was enjoyed enormously by the full house audience.
SOMETHING FUNKY’S GOING ON HERE
At 1.30pm on Thursday the Jazz and Contemporary musicians
took to the stage in the D.R. Wynne Auditorium. First
up was the very groovy Jazz Ensemble which impressed
everybody with their sophisticated harmonies and tight
ensemble playing. Probably the most interesting piece was
a fascinating composition by Mr Rick van Heerden. Their set
was characterised by some inspired improvisation by Nicole
Ruwodo and Stuart Christie and their bandmaster. They
were followed by the stylish Contemporary Band, run by Mr.
Flanagan, who presented two beautiful pieces. What was
particularly impressive was the neat guitar playing by Sean
Howard and the obvious and infectious joy that Cally Still
experiences while singing.
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Chamber Choir Tour

The St Andrews College/DSG Chamber Choir participated in
the KykNet, “Sing in Harmonie” finals on Sunday night. This
year, 180 choirs nationally vied for a position in the Finals and
the Chamber Choir was honoured to be one of only 14 choirs
to make it through.
The finals were held at the Silverstar Casino in Krugersdorp.
Each choir had to perform 2 pieces. One sacred song and
one own-choice piece. One of these also needed to be in
Afrikaans. Despite the fact that we were by far the smallest
choir, the judges commented that “dynamite comes in small
packages”! The choir proved themselves worthy of this title
as they sang with clear diction, musicality and near perfect
intonation. The choir won the “Best Sacred Song” category
with their rendition of “Wildsbok”.
My thanks must go to Mrs Eksteen for all her hard work and
support on the tour and to the choir for doing such a sterling
job!

Mike Skipper
Director of Music

Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration

While South Africans celebrated Heritage Day on Monday 24 September, in China, the Mid-Autumn Festival was fêted on the
same day. This festival, one of the three most important commemoration days in China, is always held on the 15th day of the
eighth month of the lunar calendar, which happened to fall on 24 September this year.
Mid-Autumn is meant to celebrate the harvest and family reunion. It is also called ‘Moon Festival’, because the full moon in
the evening of the day symbolises ‘being together’.
Some members of the Mandarin classes celebrated this Chinese festival on Monday evening, enjoying various flavours of
traditional moon cakes and Chinese tea, while learning about the traditions and customs. The pupils’ curiosity about the
festival was apparent through the interesting questions that were raised. A little quiz on the festival followed afterwards.
We would like to thank the Confucius Institute at Rhodes University (CIRU) for hosting our pupils, who thoroughly enjoyed
themselves.
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Highland Dancing

The inaugural St Andrew’s College Highland Gathering and
Ceilidh took place this past weekend (22-23 September)
on Lower Field and in the Highlander. Pipe bands, Highland
dancers and supporters made the journey to Grahamstown
from different parts of the country in order to take part in
proceedings.
As part of the Highland Gathering, some of our girls
participated in the first ever Highland Dancing competition
in Grahamstown, which took place on Sunday. We were
fortunate enough to attract dancers from Cape Town,
Johannesburg and East London for this event. With 23 dancers
competing, the day ran very smoothly and ended with the
presentation of some wonderful trophies that were donated
by various families and friends. A big thank you must go to
our adjudicator, Ms Jennifer McWilliams, a parent of a past St
Andrew’s pupil, for helping to make this event a big success.
In addition to the dancing, the day’s events included individual
piping and drumming events, as well as an interhouse
Highland Games. A flea market was also set up, providing
craft and food option to those who visited the Gathering. We
hope that this annual competition will continue to grow and
attract many dancers from all over the province.

Angus Nixon and Lana Pretorius

Amy Thompson

Kate Rose-Innes, Layla Johnson, Morrigan Irwin
(The Highland Fling)
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Balloon Week Notices
US/UK University Presentation
Crimson Education, an international business assisting young people to gain entry to top-ranked universities in the US and
UK, will be visiting DSG and St Andrew’s during Balloon Week. In order to facilitate the pupils who wish to study overseas,
Crimson Education will be giving an interactive presentation on Tuesday 9 October at 08:00 - 09:00 and 14:00 - 15:00 in the
Cawse Auditorium at St Andrew’s College.

Parent - Teacher Meetings

amme
018

The Parent-Teacher meetings will be held on Tuesday 9 October from 09:--13:00 at St Andrew’s College. We ask parents to
pre-book slots, as far as possible, as indicated below:
• 09:00 - 11:00 : Surnames A - L
• 11:00 - 13:00 : Surnames M - Z
Online bookings will open at 08:00 on Monday 1 October and close at 16:00 on Friday 5 October.
https://sacdsgprep.meettheteacher.com
Friday 5 October
08h00
14h00

Junior School Sports Day on Lower Field, St Andrew’s College
Interhouse athletics relays on Lower Field, St Andrew’s College

Sunday 7 October
19h00

Centre,

o UK and USA Universities
Centre to 13h00
11h00
13h00
o UK and USA Universities
hments at

de 8 – 11 (RSVP required)

Matric Farewell Eucharist in the DSG Chapel

Monday 8 October
14h00
16h00
18h30

�������������������
Opening of the Art and Design Exhibition in Centenary Hall, Arthur Cotton Design Centre,
Cawse Auditorium and the David Hodgson Exhibition Centre
DSG Sports Awards Dinner in the Nonie Mullins Dining Hall

Tuesday 9 October
08h00
09h00

12h30
14h00
18h00
19h00

Crimson Education presentation in the Cawse Auditorium – Successful Applications to UK and USA Universities
Parent-Teacher meetings for all parents in the Drill Hall, Centenary Hall and D&T Centre at
St Andrew’s College
Online bookings required.
Pupil surnames A – L preferably from 09h00 to 11h00
Pupil surnames M – Z preferably from 11h00 to 13h00
Opening of Manyano House at Manyano House
Crimson Education presentation in the Cawse Auditorium – Successful Applications to UK and USA Universities
Valedictory Service for Matrics and Parents in the DSG Chapel
Matric Leavers’ Dinner in the Lilla Strong Hall

Wednesday 10 October
08h30
17h30

Senior School Prize-Giving in the Guy Butler Theatre, Settlers’ Monument
St Andrew’s College Retreat Ceremony on Lower Field, St Andrew’s College

Thursday 11 October
07h30
14h00

DSG and St Andrew’s College Sports Day on Lower Field, St Andrew’s College
Half Term begins after Athletics Prize-Giving and roll call
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Sport
Dear Parents
The term is now firmly underway and we have had a very
positive week on the sports front. There has been much on
the go in the shape of athletics, water polo and horse riding,
as well as the quarter and semi-finals of the tennis and squash
school championships.
The DSG Athletics team retained the Anne Bandey Shield
last Wednesday at Kingswood, setting the scene for some of
the interhouse field events taking place this week (javelin,
shotput and discus). Two long-standing school records have
been broken: Sarah de la Harpe threw 26.88m in the U15
javelin competition, setting a new record by 0.89m, while Erin
Powers broke the U14 discus record by 0.54m, with a throw
of 25.74m.

end of the sports newsletter, to assist with your daughter’s
travel plans for next year.
Athletics
The annual athletics triangular – the Anne Bandey Shield,
which we compete in along with VG and Kingswood, was held
at Kingswood on Wednesday last week.
The DSG Athletics team, under the watchful eye of the
coaches Mr York, Ms Kingwill and Ms Marques, once again
successfully defended their title. There were too many
outstanding performances from our team to mention any
one individual, but an overriding sense that athletics at DSG is
thriving, came through strongly. We congratulate all the girls
for their commitment and their efforts on the day, especially
the matrics who competed as well.

Water polo season is also officially underway and our 1st
team were in Cape Town where they played in a tournament
at Reddam House. This is always a tough one for us, with our
matrics no longer included in the DSG 1st team selection, as
we are into our last term of school. However most schools
in South Africa only start their final term in October, so their
matrics are present. This puts us at an obvious disadvantage
in tournaments over this period, but the DSG 1st team were
again outstanding in facing up to this challenge. We also
hosted a successful U15 water polo festival on Saturday in our
aquatic centre.
Finally, one of the major local horse riding events of the year
was held this past weekend at the Grahamstown Riding Club
with the East Cape Championships. All the results are below,
with special mention of Tarryn Whitfield, who only two weeks
ago was thrown from her horse. She bounced back to not
only compete, but also to win, the East Cape 90cm Victrix
Ludorum!
All the reports from the past week are below, while if we look
ahead to the coming week, some important events to note
are the U15A water polo tour to Port Elizabeth this weekend
to play in the Collegiate U15 Tournament, the finals of the
school tennis and squash championships next Wednesday
(3 October), as well as the interhouse competitions for both
tennis and squash which take place next week.
On a separate note - if your daughter is passionate about
her sport and is keen on attending either the East Cape
Residential Hockey Camp or the DSG Summer Sports Camp,
both of which happen before school starts in January, please
can I draw your attention to the information included at the
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Water Polo
The DSG 1st team water polo girls toured to Cape Town for
the Reddam House Tournament this past weekend. The
competition was tough, as we were the only team playing
without our matrics. Our girls remained positive throughout
and despite having some very challenging matches, played
every game with heart and determination. We ended in 16th
position.

Our U14A and U15A water polo teams hosted the Kingswood,
Pearson, Clarendon and Collegiate U15 teams in the DSG
aquatic centre on Saturday for the East Cape U15 Springfest.
Both DSG teams played some great polo and are well prepared
for the season ahead.
Horse Riding
Results of the Eastern Cape Championship held in
Grahamstown over the past weekend:

Tarryn Whitfield

Cate Gerber: Reserve Eastern Cape Champion in 1.2m
Championship and 3rd in the 1.1m Welcome Stakes
Kei Repapis: 2nd in both the 90cm A2 and the 90cm Welcome
Stakes. Kei was also the Reserve Eastern Cape Champion on
Open Pony in 1.1m and 1.2m
Anna Bradfield: picked up three 2nd places – in Intermediate
Equitation, in the A2 90cm and in the 90cm Accumulator
Ellie Counsell: picked up 1st place in the 80cm A2 Speed, and
2nd place in the 80cm Accumulator
Kiara Dewey: 1st place in the 80cm Welcome Stakes, 2nd place
in the 80cm Equitation and she won the 80cm Championships
Georgie Gerber: 2nd in Intermediate Equitation and 3rd in
the 1.1m Accumulator
Beth Rennie: 1st in the 80cm accumulator
Hannah Jones: 1st in the 60cm Welcome Stakes and Reserve
Champion in the 70cm competition
Babette Swart: 2nd in the 1.1m Welcome Stakes and 2nd in
the 1.1m Accumulator
Tarryn Whitfield: Eastern Cape 90cm Champion, she placed
1st in the Welcome Stakes, 1st in the A2 speed and also won
the East Cape Victrix Ludorum in the 90cm event.
There was also eventing at Kurland this past weekend and
Bella Houghton placed 5th in the 80cm ŚA Eventing Champs.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

Cate Gerber
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National Sailing Champs

Jemima Baum and Tammy Bailes
Over the Heritage Day long weekend DSG’s Jemima Baum, along with her crew Tammy Bailes (from Kingswood College), took
part in the 420 National Sailing Championships hosted at Zeekooeivlei in Cape Town. Racing took place over three days, with
the first two in strong wind. Jemima and her crew sailed well over the weekend, despite a lack of practice as a team. The girls
finished as the first female team and managed 8th overall (out of 21 teams).

U14A and U15 at the Springfest

Dates at the Start of 2019
The sports programme for 2019 is slowly taking shape, and
the big fixtures for the winter season are almost all locked in
(K-Day will run from 12-15 June), and almost all the tour dates
are confirmed. Once I have all this information I will publish
accordingly.
In the meantime the normal camps at the start of the year will
be running, and the details are as follows:
East Cape Residential Hockey Camp – 11-13 January (16:00
Friday – 16:00 Sunday)
Open to all hockey players across South Africa from Grades
6-12 in 2019. (This is an extension camp and not aimed at

those starting out in the game.)
DSG Summer Sports Camp – 13-16 January (16:00 Sunday –
12:00 Wednesday)
Open to all DSG girls in Grades 9-12 in 2019.
The following sports are on offer – Basketball, Netball, Squash,
Swimming, Tennis, Water polo.
Please note that if numbers for a specific sport at the Camp
are too low, we reserve the right to not offer that particular
sport.
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Defining luxury
for over 40 years
Through the years we have come to understand that some of life’s true luxuries are more than material.
Trust, a feeling that shrouds you in comfort and its ability to give you
the ultimate peace-of-mind, is just one of them.
Grahamstown +27 46 622 2778 | grahamstown@pamgolding.co.za
51 African Street, Grahamstown
pamgolding.co.za/grahamstown
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