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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
The holidays are upon us and we are all breathing audible sighs of relief - DSG has literally limped to the end of term
with a ‘tummy bug’ knocking girls and staff flat in unprecedented numbers. I wish to extend my grateful thanks to
the nursing sisters at the San and all the staff in the Houses, particularly the Housemistresses, who have been on
duty day and night tending to sick girls over the past six days. I thank our school doctor, Dr Murray Gainsford, who
has been on call and has taken my calls after hours patiently and calmly. We love our girls very much but happily
return them to you for the rest of this month!
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As always, there are a number of school excursions and activities taking place over the upcoming holidays:
•

Twelve girls, accompanied by Ms Dionne Redfern and Ms Natasha Eksteen, are going on the Mfolozi
experience to sleep and hike in the ‘wild’. By all accounts, this is an incredible experience and we wish
them a memorable, but uneventful, trip.

•

Seventeen girls and three boys, accompanied by Ms Susan Baker and Mr Wesley Deintje, are off to the
Edinburgh Arts Festival and then to Greece. In my pre-tour talk to them yesterday, I challenged them to be
‘curious’ so that they can take every opportunity to learn and develop from this exposure.

•

This weekend, DSG is hosting its second U14 Hockey tournament. We hope that this tournament will grow
over time into something really sought-after. Already it has expanded to fourteen schools from throughout
the country in only two years. My grateful thanks to Mr Clinton York, Ms Barbara Hibbert, Ms Sandra
Marques, Mr Gregg van Mollendorf (Graeme College), Mr Alan Redfern (St Andrew’s College) and the
Housemothers for making this possible.

•

Our 1st Hockey team, together with coach, Mr Chris Hibbert, and Physiotherapist, Ms Carey Pohl, are
playing in the Top Twelve tournament in Bloemfontein. This is a tough tournament and a wonderful
opportunity for our girls to develop as players. We wish them much success and a bit of luck also.

•

The Grade 10 girls going on exchange to New Zealand, Australia and India are all leaving over the course of
this week. I trust that they will return having learnt much and having been good ambassadors for DSG and
our country (see front page photo).

•

Towards the end of the holidays, DSG will once again run a Matric Revision Camp as well as pre-season
Water Polo and Tennis training Camps. My thanks go to Ms Dionne Redfern and the Matric teachers, and
Ms Julia Braatvedt and Mr Walter Eksteen.

I wish all our girls and staff, wherever this holidays may take them, safe travels and a well-earned rest.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic

Chinese Bridge Competition

Prof Zhang, Rebecca
Millard, Julia Murray,
Ms S Fu
As we reported in last week’s newsletter, Julia Murray and
Rebecca Millard took part in the 11th Chinese Bridge Chinese
Proficiency Competition for Secondary School Students
in South Africa on 4th August. This event was sponsored by
the Chinese Embassy and hosted by the Cape Academy of
Mathematics, Science and Technology in Cape Town.
The girls competed with 24 students from all over the country.
Every contestant had to write a test, give a Chinese speech
and perform a show. Although Julia and Rebecca did not win,
they both performed well against some intense competition
and they can be proud of their efforts.

Julia also entered the 2018 ‘Chinese Bridge” Chinese
Calligraphy Competition for South African School Students,
for which she won first prize.
We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the
Confucius Institute at Rhodes University (CIRU) for arranging
and sponsoring the trip. We thank Professor Zhang, the
Director of CIRU, for leading the team.

Shuying Fu

Rebecca Millard and Julia Murray on stage with awards
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ISASA Transformation and Diversity Workshop
On Wednesday 1 August, 9 staff members from DSG boarded
a very early bus to Port Elizabeth to attend an all-day ISASA
Transformation and Diversity Workshop. These workshops
are designed to equip participants with the language and
concepts related to transformation and to allow them to get
to grips with the transformation opportunities and challenges
facing their schools.
Participants are guided to evaluate the current situation in
their school in relation to transformation and to look ahead
and plan effective next steps. The workshop allowed for rich
conversations within the DSG group, and with participants
from other schools as well as time for self-reflection.
It was encouraging to reflect on and appreciate the journey
we have already embarked on at DSG, and to think together
about the way forward.

Kim Barker

BR - Cindy Fumbata, Angie Gooden, Cheryl Flanagan,
Morgan Collins, ISASA Facilitator, Tami Maiwashe,
Kim Barker, FR - Barbara Hibbert, Lesego Libisi,
Tania Montauge

English Alive!
“English Alive is an annual anthology of writing from
high schools and secondary colleges in southern Africa.
The first edition of English Alive was published in 1967,
and it has been published every year since.
Many students who submitted to English Alive have
become professional writers, including Jeremy Cronin,
Nadia Davids, Henrietta Rose-Innes, Shaun Johnson
and many more.”
With that introduction in mind, we are very proud to
announce that DSG student, Olivia Wright, has been
selected to be published for her second consecutive
year. Olivia’s poem “What it takes to be a Rotten Poet”
will be printed in English Alive 2018, but with thanks
to Oliva and Ms Sullivan, we are able to give you a
preview.

What it takes to be a Rotten Poet
Some days
all I sing are dusty songs
In the shadows of my room
drag my fingers over the steel strings
watch the sad-eyed songs from the opposite corner
They smell of old wooden furniture
whine like pine floors
moaning with every miserable step
The guitar weeps bitterly
the poet’s heart tumbles out of his mouth
to land in a puddle of
old tears and old, rotten poetry
And I sit
grimly happy
in my lonely corner
with my lonely guitar and lonely self
and wonder what it takes to be
a rotten poet
and why my heart stays so intact
and quiet inside my chest.
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Academic News: Important

For Grades 9 and 10 in 2019
Please be on the lookout for an email from Faye Hardisty for:
Grade 9 in 2019 - OPTION 1 and OPTION 2 Choice
Grade 10 in 2019 - Subject Choices
All you need to do is click on the links provided. Please email Faye if you have any queries: f.hardisty@dsgschool.com.
In addition to the information mailed to current Grade 9 parents after the Subject Choice Information Evening, please be
aware that each girl was given a hard copy of her Cognitive Abilities Test after assembly at the end of term. The purpose
of this test is to further inform her subject choices. This test will not indicate what subjects she should take but will give
an indication of her areas of strength. Should you have any queries, please email Jane Jarvis at j.jarvis@dsgschool.com. A
reminder that there is also lots of information on the school website under Academics.

For Grade 12: IEB Entries Reminder
The Grade 12 parents will be receiving an email which will contain:
The sessions and meals your daughter has booked for the Matric Revision Camp. If you would like to make changes, please
email f.hardisty@dsgschool.com. Please remember to book transport back to school for your daughter if she is coming back
for the camp.
A form from the IEB detailing the personal particulars and subjects for which your daughter is registered according to IEB
records. The girls have checked and signed off their entries but parents are required to do so too. It is vital that the correct
name and spelling of the name is given, as this will reflect on the matric certificate. Please also check your address as
the results are mailed to this address. This form needs to be returned to Faye by 17th August 2018, so that examination
arrangements can be finalised.

End of Term Reports
Access:
The end of term reports with Term Orders and Examination results will be issued through SIMS from 13:00 on Friday 10
August.
All parents are encouraged to enroll with SIMS Parent to download reports. You would have received an email with a link to
enroll to SIMS Parent. If you experience any difficulty during this process, please visit our website for troubleshooting steps
http://www.dsgschool.com/links-for-parents/parent-portal/.
Reports will be available via this platform and be sent via email on Friday 10 August.
What do all the marks mean?
The report will indicate a Term Order and an examination mark. Term Orders are calculated through the term and cover
various assessment techniques, including cycle tests, class tests, pre-examinations, projects, worksheets, class tasks and
longer term assignments. Orals and essay writing marks are included for language subjects. The Examination Order is purely
what your child achieved under examination conditions in the July-August examinations. Please note that for some subjects,
such as English, we add a writing, oral and literature mark to that language paper written in the examination sessions, which
changes the marks somewhat. This is in alignment with how the results are calculated in matric.
The comment on the report should indicate how your child has worked throughout the term, her attitude and behaviour as
well as how she fared in tests and in the examinations.
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I am including this table as there is often confusion around these symbols and resentment from girls who are given an O or
an L. The teacher comments should point to why a particular symbol has been awarded. The teacher often considers the
class contribution a pupil made too, in terms of taking part in discussion and actively engaging with a subject.

L

O
P
R

LACKING

Homework not always done / correct books often not in class / tendency to be
disruptive / uncooperative at times / lack of effort in preparation for tests or
assignments / unfocussed in class / little engagement with work covered /
negative attitude / often not punctual
ORDINARY
Capable of better / work is generally completed but without extra effort /
room for improvement / attitude is neutral or passive / tests suggest
preparation could have been better / generally punctual and organized
PRAISEWORTHY Produces pleasing work / homework done and shows effort / attentive and
positive in class / cooperative and involved / grapples with the work and
makes the effort to understand it
REMARKABLE
Goes the extra mile / consistently puts in extra effort / positive example in
class / shows initiative / strives to improve on previous best / takes full
responsibility for learning

Who to contact with concerns
Should you have concerns that you would like to raise regarding your daughter’s progress, please
contact her tutor and cc her Grade Head. They will escalate the matter to me if they cannot resolve it.
Crewe

Espin

Knowling

Merriman

Ms Nozuko Konjwa
n.konjwa@dsgschool.com

Ms Cheryl Flanagan
c.flanagan@dsgschool.com

Ms Juli Norton
j.norton@dsgschool.com

Ms Shelley Stretton
s.stretton@dsgschool.com

GRADE 8 HOUSE
Housemistress: Ms Kim Barker
k.barker2@dsgschool.com

Ms Sandra van der Walt
s.vanderWalt@dsgschool.com
Ms Lesego Libisi
l.libisi@dsgschool.com

Ms Monica Ives
m.Ives@dsgschool.com

Ms Jayne Euvrard
j.euvrard@dsgschool.com

Ms Morgan Collins
m.collins@dsgschool.com

Ms Tami Maiwashe
t.maiwashe@dsgschool.com

Leza-Mari Schoeman
l.schoeman@dsgschool.com
Mr Clinton York
c.york@dsgschool.com

Ms Jane Jarvis
j.jarvis@dsgschool.com

Ms Nozuko Konjwa
n.konjwa@dsgschool.com
Mrs Sue Skipper
s.skipper@dsgschool.com

Ms Lindsay Davy
l.davy@dsgschool.com
Ms Cheryl Flanagan
c.flanagan@dsgschool.com

Mr Mark Evans
m.evans@dsgschool.com

Ms René Ferreira
r.ferreira@dsgschool.com

Ms Jenny Kingwill
j.kingwill@dsgschool.com

Dr Petra Gentz
p.gentz@dsgschool.com
Ms Lesego Libisi
l.libisi@dsgschool.com
Ms Wendy Boynton
w.boynton@dsgschool.com
Ms Louise Todd
l.todd@dsgschool.com

Ms Denise Strydom
d.strydom@dsgschool.com

Ms Tami Maiwashe
t.maiwashe@dsgschool.com
Ms Lizzie Rennie
l.rennie@dsgschool.com

Mr Benji Euvrard
b.euvrard@dsgschool.com
Ms Louella Sullivan
l.sullivan@dsgschool.com

Ms Nontando Mlilo
n.mlilo2@dsgschool.com

Mr Dominic Marx
d.marx@dsgschool.com

Ms Jayne Euvrard
j.euvrard@dsgschool.com

Ms Vivian Kayumba
v.kayumba@dsgschool.com
Ms Margie McLeod
m.mcleod@dsgschool.com

Ms Juli Norton
j.norton@dsgschool.com

Ms Shelley Stretton
m.stretton@dsgschool.com

Ms Michelle Mason
m.mason@dsgschool.com

Ms Morgan Collins
m.collins@dsgschool.com

Mrs Susan Baker
s.baker@dsgschool.com

Mrs Thea Steele
d.steele@dsgschool.com

Ms Christelle Hutchinson
c.hutchinson@dsgschool.com

Mr Ntokozo Biyela
n.biyela@dsgschool.com
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GRADE HEAD
Dr Petra Gentz
p.gentz@dsgschool.com

GRADE HEAD
Mr Mark Evans
m.evans@dsgschool.com

GRADE HEAD
Ms Jayne Euvrard
j.euvrard@dsgschool.com

GRADE HEAD
Ms Louise Todd
l.todd@dsgschool.com
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c.hutchinson@dsgschool.com
Ms Christelle Hutchinson
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Ms Cynthia Gambiza-Nyama
c.nyama@dsgschool.com
Ms Cynthia Gambiza-Nyama
Ms Nicol Gowar
c.nyama@dsgschool.com
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Ms Nicol Gowar
n.gowar@dsgschool.com

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Head

EN AVANT

n.biyela@dsgschool.com
Mr Ntokozo Biyela
n.biyela@dsgschool.com
Ms Shelly Roodt
s.roodt@dsgschool.com
Ms Shelly Roodt
s.roodt@dsgschool.com
Rev. Sue Paton
s.paton@dsgschool.com
Rev. Sue Paton
s.paton@dsgschool.com

GRADE 8 HOUSE
Housemistress: Ms Kim Barker
GRADE 8 HOUSE
k.barker2@dsgschool.com
Housemistress: Ms Kim Barker
k.barker2@dsgschool.com
Ms Tami Maiwashe
t.maiwashe@dsgschool.com
Ms Tami Maiwashe
t.maiwashe@dsgschool.com
GRADE HEAD
Dr Petra Gentz
GRADE HEAD
p.gentz@dsgschool.com
Dr Petra Gentz
p.gentz@dsgschool.com
GRADE HEAD
Mr Mark Evans
GRADE HEAD
m.evans@dsgschool.com
Mr Mark Evans
m.evans@dsgschool.com

GRADE HEAD
Ms Jayne Euvrard
GRADE HEAD
j.euvrard@dsgschool.com
Ms Jayne Euvrard
j.euvrard@dsgschool.com
GRADE HEAD
Ms Louise Todd
GRADE HEAD
l.todd@dsgschool.com
Ms Louise Todd
l.todd@dsgschool.com
GRADE HEAD
Mr Wesley Deintje
GRADE HEAD
w.deintje@dsgschool.com
Mr Wesley Deintje
w.deintje@dsgschool.com

8 August 2018

DSG Newsletter

Chapel
“Rev Rachel, thank you for today’s devotions. The verse you chose was exactly what I needed to hear!” Or the occasional,
“Please Rev, could you please pray for me…?” These and many similar comments have been very encouraging to me, this
being my first term at work.
That is exactly how our Lord works. Those things we might take as trivial, He uses them to speak the loudest to a needy
heart. There is definitely a place for Chapel and all that it offers in modern schools.
Chapel has continued to be a central place in the life of our school. It is a safe place for quiet reflection and prayer by pupils
and staff. SCA has continued to be an attraction on Monday evenings. The Junior school girls have enjoyed watching movies
during the RE periods. It’s been interesting to see how they can pick up a moral or lesson learnt, from an ordinary life story. I
have also loved to see the girls being able to re-tell the sermon after the Wednesday, Thursday or Sunday Chapel service, or
ask questions based on the sermon. At least somebody was listening!
A group of 40 girls have signed up for confirmation next term. Classes have already resumed, the group is starting to gel
together and during classes the girls are beginning to relax and participate in discussions with ease, while not forgetting to
ask that occasional question. The girls and I are all looking forward to next term to complete the Confirmation course leading
to the actual ceremony.
May you enjoy the grace, love and protection from God our Father, during the holidays. Those who are travelling, buckle up
and get enough rest during the trip. Have a fabulous holiday!

Revd Rachel Ssekimpi
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Sport
Dear Parents
DSG is now on holiday, and with that we see the end of the
winter sports season. It seems an age ago that I was writing
at the start of the season that we were off to a slow start, but
promising that it would pick up. And pick up it did. As we sit at
the end of the season we can reflect on 14 DSG hockey teams,
which played 157 hockey matches, and 20 DSG netball teams
with 198 matches under their belt - all this across 15 derby
days. These games all required coaches, team managers,
umpires, facilities, transport, meals and catering; let alone all
the training sessions to prepare the teams for these matches,
and it is easy to appreciate that a great deal of time and effort
has gone into making this season a success. There are too
many people to mention individually to thank for their efforts
and contributions, but they know who they are and we are
deeply grateful to them all.
Within any season there are inevitably both ups and downs
and hopefully most will agree that 2018 has brought with it
more ups, with the majority of our girls having enjoyed their
experiences and grown as players through the season. I must
make special mention of the U16C and U16D hockey teams,
as well as the U15C netball team, which all ended the season
unbeaten - a wonderful achievement for these teams.

teams all wanted to finish on a high. There were also internal
matches played on Friday and Saturday for those netball and
hockey teams without a match against GHS.
The squash was played on Friday afternoon with the top 12
players from each school in action. We were always going to
battle against arguably the top squash school in the country
and GHS boasts a number of national age group players in
their top 6. True to form, GHS cleaned up the top 6 matches
only dropping 1 game in the process, however in matches
7-12, we showed that we have fantastic depth in our squash
programme and we won 5 out of the 6 remaining games. A
very enjoyable squash encounter that ended 7-5 to GHS.
In the netball, there were a total of 10 matches played and
DSG came out on top in 8 of these, while GHS had to settle
for just the 2 wins. The U15B’s had the pick of the results
with a 23-2 score line, while the 3rd team had to fight hard
to win their match 7-6. In the 1st team match, DSG put up a
wonderful performance in their last game of the season to
run out 28-16 victors.

This past weekend we hosted Queenstown Girls High School
in Grahamstown in a round of hockey, netball and squash
fixtures. As the last derby day of the winter season, the

In the hockey, there were 8 matches played and we won all of
these, scoring 30 goals in the process with only 2 conceded.
The U14A’s won 10-0 and the U16D’s won 7-1, which were
the pick of the results, while Josie Apps, Dali Banda and Kath
Basson all scored hat tricks for their teams. The DSG 1st team,
which has been busy with their final preparations for the
upcoming Top 12 Tournament in Bloemfontein this coming

Jenny Du Toit

Kelly Hobson
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weekend, put in a solid performance to win their match
against GHS 1-0.
Kendal Rose ran in the Eastern Province Cross Country
Championships at the weekend in Port Elizabeth. Kendal had
an amazing run and finished 2nd in the girls U19 division.
In horse riding, several girls took part in the SANESA Core
Qualifier event hosted in Grahamstown, which leads up to the
SANESA Nationals in December. DSG competitors included:
Cate Gerber, Hannah Jones and Tarryn Whitefield. First places
were achieved by: Anna Bradfield (Equitation), Kei Repapis
(1.10m competition), Georgie Gerber (1m Accumulator and
1m competition) and Babette Swart (1.10m Accumulator).
As we look ahead to the holiday, the DSG U14A hockey team
will be playing in the DSG U14 hockey tournament, which we
are hosting, with 13 schools from around the country joining
us from 10-12 August. The event promises to be of the highest
quality. Our 1st hockey team is also in action, travelling to
Bloemfontein to play in the Top 12 hockey tournament from
9-11 August.

Zoe Ballantyne

Apart from those two events, it is a relatively quiet holiday
period on the sporting front. We wish all the girls some much
needed rest with their families, but I would like to add a small
reminder that we go straight into athletics season at the start
of next term, so maybe parents would like to encourage their
daughters to maintain their fitness over this break.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
Robyn Emslie

Kendal Rose

Indipile Ndamase
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Vile Diko

Babalwa Kleyi

Katarina Behr

Emma Mulcahy

Erin Powers

Cara Fisher
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14 & 15 September
2018
────
Guy Butler Theatre @
Settler’s Monument
────
7pm
────
R60 per person
────
Bookings:
Mrs. Bridger
d.bridger@dsgschool.com

(046) 603 4300

14 & 15 SEPTEMBER 2018

ODYSSEY

A DSG Dance Studio Production
Prepare for a night to remember!
Dancers ranging from 6 to 18 years old will, once again, delight while
telling a tale of the adventurous and eventful journey of young love. Set
in Paris in an era reminiscent of days gone by, yet still capturing the
modern energy of youth, the love story of Roxanne and Leo unfolds...
Excitement, misunderstanding, world travels and inner landscapes
populate this dance narrative and audiences are invited to come and
enjoy the Grahamstown dance event of the year!
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Enquiries please email:
Kuschi Openshaw
k.openshaw@dsgschool.com

