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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
This Friday, St Andrew’s College and DSG will be celebrating the launch of the Inkunzi Bursary Project, and on Monday
afternoon in preparation for the launch, Mr Alan Thompson, Mr Malcolm MacKenzie and I travelled through to
Rietfontein Farm where we met with farm owner, Mr Murray Danckwerts, to have photos taken beside the recently
purchased calves.
At no time has the ‘city-girl’ in me
been more evident! En route there
was much mirth about a previous
suggestion that a cow be brought
to Lower Field and the photographs
taken there; the assumption being
that farm cows were tame. I listened
to the banter and grew nervous,
because I actually had pictured
standing next to Daisy and patting
her while pictures were taken. The
reality was far less charming and
quite messy. We were there to be
photographed tagging the calves
who don’t stand still for you and
whose necks are held by metal
gates. I must confess that my photo
is a pose!
The highlight for me was being invited to see the ‘maternity ward’ and having the privilege of witnessing the birth
of twin lambs. Aside from the excitement at observing the wonder of birth (and the deep desire to ask to take one
home to rear as a pet), I was struck by the gentleness and vulnerability of these newborns. Little wonder that lambs
are used biblically to symbolise innocence, purity, forgiveness and meekness.
The farming community in the Grahamstown surrounds form the foundation on which our schools stand. Our ethos,
down-to-earth and uncomplicated outlook on life, and the generational stories that are fundamental to DSG and St
Andrew’s College – and mostly told amidst great laughter - are derived from our farming community. Parents from
afar choose DSG because of its Eastern Cape flavour and we are determined to do all we can to protect our Eastern
Cape numbers.
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We are incredibly grateful to Dale Ramsden, Malcolm MacKenzie and Murray Danckwerts for their foresight
and generosity in creating the Inkunzi Bursary Project. Our gratitude extends to the donors and farmers offering
assistance also. Donations have been sufficient to purchase the first herd; the proceeds from which will go towards
the creation of a Bursary Fund for Eastern Cape farm children.
My impressions from my farm visit were of innovative and dynamic farmers who have embraced modern and
scientific farming methods; of kind, wise, uncomplicated people; and of people who are quick to laugh and to spread
this infectious ingredient. I was also delighted to meet Mr Andre Danckwerts, Murray’s father, who epitomises all
of the above.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress

EN AVANT

2 August 2018

DSG Newsletter

Academic

DSG/SAC Team Bring Home Gold from
International Water is Life Conference!

Lauren Poole, Lucy Schlebusch, Euan Stokes, Jules Murray, Amanda Gambiza, Laaiba Anjum
The Water is Life 2018 Conference was held over the past
week in Tokyo, Japan. This international conference brings
high school learners together from countries all over the world
to discuss and solve the current and future problems relating
to world water crises. Each team had to present a scientific
investigation on the topic, ‘Local Water Crises’. Lauren Poole,
Jules Murray, Mandie Gambiza, Lucy Schlebusch, Euan Stokes
and Laaiba Anjum (unfortunately not able to attend the
conference) represented South Africa. They were the only
team from Africa to compete against 43 teams from other
countries including USA, the Netherlands, Spain, Austria and
Brazil. The South African team presented a project on the
effects of natural, bio-absorbent substances on the removal
of heavy metals.

the team that had the best solution to their local challenges;
The African Society of Japan Award was given to the team
for coming up with the best solution to benefit the African
water crisis; and then to top it all, the DSG and SAC team was
announced as the gold medallists and first in the Engineering
and Technology category. This was a real honour, as it is one
of the most prestigious awards in the competition.

After a day of travels, the team reached the Tokyo Airport where
they were met by their 6 host families who accommodated
them during the conference. The conference consisted of
poster and oral presentations to international guests and the
public, as well as cultural activities and general discussions
with other international students regarding water crises.

We would like to give a big thank you to Mr York who handled
all the admin for the trip and accompanied the team, providing
constant support. The experience would not have been the
same without him. We would also like to thank Dr Foster
for her constant guidance and input over the last eighteen
months of preparation. A lot of the success can be credited to
her. Lastly Mr Jacques Pienaar, for arranging the attendance
of our schools at this conference over the last 4 years. The
next Water is Life Conference is being held in Florida, USA in
2020 and we hope that other students will take full advantage
of this amazing platform and once-in-a-lifetime experience.

On the first day of the conference the South African team was
announced as one of the top 6 teams, and was chosen to give
their oral presentation to the judging panel and an audience
of 500 people. The results of the judging were announced at
an awards ceremony on the final day. The South African team
from DSG and SAC was delighted to receive three prestigious
awards: The Toyota Challenge Award, which was awarded to

This experience exposed the team to new cultures and
traditions, and taught them valuable life-lessons. Some of the
greatest aspects of the conference were making connections
and friends with people from all over world, being exposed to
new ways of thinking, and having to find solutions to difficult
problems quickly.

Written by Lauren Poole and Lucy Schlebush on behalf of the
DSG and SAC WiL Team
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Chinese Bridge Proficiency Competition
The Chinese Bridge competition consists of three parts: a speech, a talent show and a test, accounting for 50, 50 and 100
marks respectively. Therefore, the contestants need to prepare for a speech related to the theme of the competition (3
minutes) and a 3-5 minute talent show performance in Chinese.
In addition, to prepare for the test, they have to study a 28-page
question paper consisting of 120 questions. The test will be on
Chinese language skills and a general knowledge of Chinese
culture, geography and history.
The competition is taking place on 4 August, but Julia Murray
and Rebecca Millard have been working extremely hard to
prepare for this linguistic feat since early June. Julia will also
enter a Chinese Calligraphy Contest for South African Primary
and High School students on the same day. We wish them all the
very best for the competition and look forward to hearing about
their experience next week.

Rebecca Millard

Julia Murray

Shuying Fu

SA Highlands Dancing Competition
Anna Paterson and Amy Thompson, both in Grade 8, spent this
past weekend in Gauteng, competing in the SA Highland dancing
championships on Saturday and Inter-Provincial Highland dancing
competition on Sunday.
On Saturday, Anna achieved a 6th place and Amy achieved six
placements, including a 1st and a 4th place. On Sunday, Anna achieved
a 5th place and Amy achieved two 4th places and a 6th place.
The Eastern Cape team won the Beginner section and Intermediate
section and was placed 3rd overall out of 5 teams.
Middle Row - Amy Thompson, Anna
Patterson

Lana Pretorius

Beautiful Borneo
Rev Sue is planning to take a trip to Borneo next year in the
August holidays with the World Challenge organisation, which
organised this year’s recent trip to Nepal.
Borneo is an island in Southeast Asia, which is home to one
of the oldest rainforests in the world. During the trip Rev Sue
is hoping to focus some community service around assisting
in the animal conservation projects for the Bornean sunbears
and endangered orangutans. The trip will assist girls with
their President’s Award through community service hours
and a residential project.

Pupil Information Session Wednesday 12 Sep: 17:00 – 17:45 (JW1)
Wednesday 19 Sep: 17.00 - 17:45 (JW1)
Parent and Pupil Information Session Tuesday 9 October: 11:30 in Josie Wood 1 at DSG School.
For more information click on this link:
https://weareworldchallenge.com/international/dsg/
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DSG Turns 144
Our beloved DSG attained the grand age of 144 on Saturday,
28 July 2018. Beautiful birthday cakes emerged from the
kitchens on Monday for a slightly belated celebration.
DSG Marketing Manager, Vanessa Bowes, together with
Graeme Holmes, founder of The Grahamstown Project,
recently visited England and more specifically, Cheltenham
Ladies’ College. There is a connection. Graeme will tell us the
whole story.

between Cheltenham Ladies’ College and the DSG.
We made an online booking for a private tour of CLC and
Angie Marriner (Development Director DSG / SAC) provided
further information about the relationship between DSG and
CLC. Sister schools with roots stretching back to 1874 when
the DSG was founded. Dr Hilary Laver, biology teacher and
Director of Admissions, graciously conducted us on a most
informative tour.
Miss Dorothea Beale (second Headmistress of Cheltenham
Ladies’ College 1858-1906) had a profound influence on
education throughout the world. Her educational philosophy
reached deep into the Eastern Cape at a time when the British
Army was still at bitter war with the mighty amaXhosa nation.
CLC served as a teacher training school and at the time of her
death in 1906, 40 Head Teachers of girls’ schools in Britain
and around the world were former CLC pupils. The first four
headmistresses of DSG (Mrs Espin, Miss Battye, Miss Lilla
Strong, and Miss Burt) were former CLC pupils. The Lilla
Strong Hall will be familiar to many.

Graeme Holmes, Dr Hilary Laver, Vanessa Bowes
We had the privilege recently of visiting England and the
opportunity to tour Cheltenham Ladies’ College (CLC). “Why
Cheltenham Ladies’ College?” you may well ask. Well, simple
answer. It has had significant influence on Grahamstown and,
specifically, the Diocesan School for Girls, Grahamstown.

We were intrigued by the similarities and differences between
the two schools. CLC is only 21 years older. The DSG “green”
appears to have been inherited from CLC although their
uniform is matched with blue, sometimes in a tartan design.
Both Old Girls’ Guilds have a daisy on their badge. Like DSG,
CLC draws scholars from across the world.
We admired the ancient library, virtually unchanged since

Cheltenham is a hundred miles west of London in the
Cotswolds. Old, grand, and pretty as summer gardens. Not
far from the Welsh border and just north of Bath. We have
friends in Cheltenham and DSG staff members (including
Shelly Roodt, 30 years teaching at DSG) pointed out the link

the first book borrowed. A quiet space the girls say “makes
them feel cleverer”. In an adjoining corridor stands a bust
of Miss Beale and close by one of Queen Victoria (reigned
1837-1901) who was the Godmother of a past pupil. CLC
has balance and symmetry. Old blends beautifully with new.
Sciences taught in the old buildings, Arts & Technology in
more contemporary facilities. A compact modern theatre
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annexed to an historic building. A school apparently in tune
with past, present, and future. Perhaps the only lingering
question is the preparedness of their graduates to contribute
to a world suffering inequality and impoverishment.
Following contact initiated by Angie Marriner in 2013, a
recent graduate of CLC (Jenny Laurence) was hosted by the
Marriner family, spent time at DSG, and 3 weeks working
in impoverished Grahamstown communities. Having
visited Cheltenham Ladies’ College, both schools and their
communities would benefit enormously from a sustained
reinvigoration of the historic relationship.
A beautiful stained glass window, presented in 1887 to the
DSG All Saints Guild by the President of the Cheltenham Guild,
serves as a reminder of the sisterhood between the schools.
The window depicts the scene from the New Testament when
Jesus resurrects a little girl. He says to her ‘Talitha Cumi’
which means ‘Little Girl, Arise’. This refers both to the physical
act of getting up and the encouragement to women to live
meaningful lives.
To conclude, a quote by Miss Dorothea Beale inscribed on the
memorial to her.
“Do not think of this life as discontinuous with the eternal. God
has arranged the work you have to do on earth in relation to

that fuller life which you are meant to live when the symbols
of earth are replaced by the realities of the eternal world.”

Graeme Holmes
CA(SA), MMR (Wits Business School), AMP (INSEAD)
The Grahamstown Project
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Culture

CEMA Awards
Congratulations to the following girls on their achievements:
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Commended
Victoria Basson
Jemma Boonzaier
Chelsea Cordner
Julia Parton
Angela Sheard
Highly Commended
Charlotte Abraham
Kate Allanson
Julie Brotherton
Olivia Heath
Jemma Quinn
Carrie Shuter
Half Colours
Victoria Barnes
Julia Basson
Grace Christie
Molly Johnson
Abigail Mukungu
Nina Owen-Jones

Kate Proctor
Emma Sutherland
Nande Vena
Colours
Caydn Barker
Kathryn Basson
Emily Campbell
Somila Matyolweni
Ntombizethu Mpahla
Cleopatra Ntuthu
Alyssa Ross
DRAMA
Commended
Olivia Bauer-Gunn
Sihle Bhangaza
Savannah Coventry
Pamella Ganca
Demi Hele
Tokologo Lekoma
Unathi Mdolomba

Sbonga Nduli
Liyama Ngcuka
Aphiwe Ngqawana
Somila Notyesi
Caitlin Robson
Aduke Sonuga
Nande Vena

Colours
Alyssa Ross

Highly Commended
Mbali Booi
Micaela Craven
Isabel de Beer
Esona Dyantyi
Qhayiya Dywili
Lisakhanya Maqula
Kate Proctor
Juliette Ridley
Emma Weeber

Highly Commended
Grace Christie
Georgie Evans
Rhianna Mwami

Half Colours
Luisa da Molo
Sune Jurgens
Sanelisiwe Mkhungo
Josie Rohde
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Colours Re-Award
Avia Repapis
CHAPEL CHOIR (Matrics)

Half Colours
Anita Usoro
Colours
Avene Jongile
Somila Matyolweni
MUSIC HONOURS
Emily Morgan
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Sport
Dear Parents
Ms Marquees and I were fortunate to spend the day on
Sunday in Port Elizabeth at a sports conference hosted
by Powerade. The event was compered by Neil Andrews
(Supersport presenter) with some outstanding speakers. The
highlight for me was Gary Kirsten who shared his insights into
current coaching trends. Interesting points discussed, were
how the top coaches are always looking for improvement
or the marginal gains; how to treat every player as a unique
individual with different needs and drivers even in a team
environment; and speaking about checking your ego at
the door when you take up coaching. However the biggest
takeaway for me, was the discussion on trying to keep our
focus on player development while at school, rather than
a result-focused approach. This is especially true with the
demanding world of professional sport always on our horizon,
and the additional pressures of parental and institutional
expectations, among others. A good day out, with some
interesting ideas to ponder.
Back to the players. We took nine netball teams and four
hockey teams to King William’s Town on Saturday morning
for a fixture against Kingsridge High School. The last away
derby of the season meant another early start, but a lovely
day was in store for those on the early buses. The matches
were all played with a typical DSG approach of fun, optimism
and enjoyment.

In the netball we won 7 of the 9 matches played, with only
the 1st and 2nd teams coming unstuck away from home. The
pick of the results were the U16A and B teams who won 29-2
and 18-5 respectively, while the U15B’s won 20-7 and the
U14A’s won 23-9.
In the hockey we won 3 and drew 1 of the 4 matches played.
The U16B’s put in the big performance of the day with a 10-0
win, with Beth Rennie picking up 4 goals in that match. Duki
Sonuga scored a hat trick in the U16A’s 6-0 win. The DSG 1st
team was held to a 1-1 draw.
There were also netball matches played last week against
Kingswood, with all our C, D and E teams in action, and we
won 5 of the 7 matches played. All the results from this fixture
and the weekend are on the sports portal.
A few weeks back we mentioned that Shaelyn Walker was
off to Slovenia with the South African Junior Open Water
Swimming Team. The team raced in the Bled 5km Challenge
which is held in Lake Bled. Shaelyn put in a great performance
to finish 15th overall and 11th in the U17 section.
This week sees us wrapping up the winter sports season.
The teams are having their final training sessions and looking
forward to the last fixture of the season this weekend against
Queenstown Girls High School. They are bringing 10 netball
and 8 hockey teams to play against us, so it will be a relatively
busy day. We have also scheduled internal matches for the
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balance of our netball and hockey teams on Friday and
Saturday to make sure all the girls have a last match to wrap
up their season.
For those parents who are joining us this weekend, we look
forward to seeing you in Grahamstown again. For those who
are not able to make it down, can I take this opportunity
to thank you for your warm and generous support of your
daughter and her team over the course of what has been a
very busy season.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

The Bled 5km Challenge
The South African Junior and Youth Open
Water Swimming Squad participated
in the Bled 5km Challenge held at
Lake Bled in Slovenia on Saturday 21
July 2018. The race was preceded by a
thunderstorm that moved one of the
buoys and the swimmers ended up
racing over 6.4km.
DSG girl Shaelyn Walker, finished in
a time of one hour and twenty-five
minutes, placing her 15th overall and
11th in the 17 and under category.

Sheena Price
DSG Swimming Coach
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14 & 15 September
2018
────
Guy Butler Theatre @
Settler’s Monument
────
7pm
────
R60 per person
────
Bookings:
Mrs. Bridger
d.bridger@dsgschool.com

(046) 603 4300

14 & 15 SEPTEMBER 2018

ODYSSEY

A DSG Dance Studio Production
Prepare for a night to remember!
Dancers ranging from 6 to 18 years old will, once again, delight while
telling a tale of the adventurous and eventful journey of young love. Set
in Paris in an era reminiscent of days gone by, yet still capturing the
modern energy of youth, the love story of Roxanne and Leo unfolds...
Excitement, misunderstanding, world travels and inner landscapes
populate this dance narrative and audiences are invited to come and
enjoy the Grahamstown dance event of the year!
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Enquiries please email:
Kuschi Openshaw
k.openshaw@dsgschool.com
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Defining luxury
for over 40 years
Through the years we have come to understand that some of life’s true luxuries are more than material.
Trust, a feeling that shrouds you in comfort and its ability to give you
the ultimate peace-of-mind, is just one of them.
Grahamstown +27 46 622 2778 | grahamstown@pamgolding.co.za
51 African Street, Grahamstown
pamgolding.co.za/grahamstown
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