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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
On Tuesday evening, we held our first discussion on our Draft Policy on Racism and other forms of Discrimination. The
conversation was robust and meaningful and I’m grateful for the input from the Old Girls and Parents in Johannesburg who
attended. Some of the observations and questions were around the curriculum, a subject that has taken much of my reading
interest and school leadership direction in the past few years.
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There is plentiful evidence for me to boldly state that if we wish to develop strong, independent, confident young women, then
we need to ensure that our girls have appropriate role models. These need to be successful women diverse in race, culture and
spheres of success. We have actively sought these role models in staff appointments, guest speakers, and curriculum material
such as set works, plays, History and Geography curricula, Life Sciences practicals and projects, and in Assemblies and Chapels.
The curriculum provides opportunity to expose our girls to moments for reflection and discussion on the ethical challenges
that are part of everyday life and will be posed to them in their work and personal lives in the future. The Grade Nines have
studied, ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ and through my daughter I have insight into some of the observations they are making and the
influences this set work has had on them, including the naming of our latest puppy, ‘Scout.’
A quote in the recent Marshall Memo caught my eye:
“Having taught ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ to thousands of kids, I can explain the significance of Harper Lee’s novel with this
observation: It causes kids to cry out, ‘That’s not fair.’ And from that simple comment comes all the power of literature and
all the hope in the world… At the core of Scout’s story is her harsh discovery of unfairness: Tom Robinson is falsely arrested,
unfairly tried, unfairly convicted, and then killed. Recognising unfairness is the engine for empathy and activism, and literature
– the great window and mirror – is where it starts for so many of us.”
Gene Kahane in a letter to The New York Times, July 8, 2018.
Reflections such as the one above inspire and challenge us as educators to continue to seek opportunities in all manner
of means for our girls to question aspects of the world in which they live and to explore creative solutions to some of the
challenges.
Regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic

Eastern Cape Schools Debating Championships
On Friday 20 July, the DSG senior debating team comprised
of Cleo Ntuthu, Libo Ngwenya, Jemima Baum and Oyama
Mzayidume went to Gonubie High School in East London
to participate in the Eastern Cape Schools Debating
Championships. The team was accompanied by Mrs Mason
and their coach, Londiwe Mntambo.
It was very hot on the way to East London, so we were
happy to arrive at the hotel to freshen up and look at the
beautiful sea views before heading to the school to debate.
The weekend was highly enjoyable: lots of laughs were had
by all, including when we waited for food at KFC at 22:30 and
the girls enjoyed socialising with debaters from other schools.
We debated six rounds on Saturday, making it a full day of
debating. Our motions were on very topical issues, ranging
from denuclearisation and austerity measures in developing
countries, to the 2019 general elections in South Africa. The
competition was tough, with Clarendon, Selborne and Stirling
being some of the best debating schools in the province.
This made for a good challenge to test the team and the
girls acquitted themselves well. We broke undefeated to the
quarter-finals (meaning that we were the only team to win
all five of the preliminary rounds!), but unfortunately we
narrowly lost to Selborne in the quarter-final debate, which
presented us with an opportunity to support the College
junior team who made it to the junior semi-finals.
Cleo Ntuthu, Libo Ngwenya and Oyama Mzayidume were
selected for the Eastern Cape squad for the second year in
a row and will attend SA nationals in Gauteng later this year.

Libo Ngwenya, Oyama Mzayidume, Londiwe
Mntambo (Coach), Jemima Baum, Cleo Ntuthu
Even more fantastic news was the announcement of Cleo
as the second best speaker in the province and Oyama as
the best speaker in the province. By the time we returned
to Grahamstown on Sunday we were tired, but had lots of
funny anecdotes to tell everyone back at school (plenty of
pictures to show as well) and we are thankful to Mrs Mason
and Londi for ensuring that everything went well and to Mr
Zingela for transporting us.

Oyama Mzayidume
Grade 10

SA Maths Olympiad
“The South African Mathematics Olympiad is the biggest Olympiad in the country.
It is well known that mathematics competitions generate a lot of enthusiasm and
curiosity for the subject. The Olympiad organisers continue to emphasise that
Mathematics is about thinking and the discovery, and validation, of problem solving
methods.”
The SA Maths Olympiad has announced the national top 100 final-round qualifiers
for the 2018 Olympiad and we would like to congratulate Erin Powers as being one
of three students from the DSG / St Andrew’s College family who have been named
as finalists.
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News Update from the Water is Life Conference
This group of young scientists is currently attending the
Water is Life Conference in Japan. The conference is an
invitational one aimed at developing youth in the knowledge
and leadership necessary to manage and overcome local and
global challenges on water management. They have worked
hard on a project involving the use of bio-absorbent, alien
invasive plants and other organic materials, to remove heavy
metals from contaminated water.
Only the top projects are selected for an oral presentation
at the conference, and we are extremely excited and proud
to report that our team from DSG and SAC is one of only 6
schools that has been chosen to present their work. Eighteen
countries are represented at the conference, including
Australia, USA, Canada and Poland. The 5 other schools
chosen for the presentation are from Denmark, Germany,
Japan, Singapore and Thailand. We congratulate them on this
wonderful achievement and look forward to hearing more
once they return.

Lucy Schlebusch, Lauren Poole, Laaiba Anjum,
Euan Stokes, Jules Murray, Amanda Gambiza

Ingrid Foster

Beautiful Borneo
Rev Sue is planning to take a trip to Borneo next year in the August holidays with the World Challenge organisation, which
organised this year’s recent trip to Nepal.
Borneo is an island in Southeast Asia, which is home to one of the oldest rainforests in the world. During the trip Rev Sue
is hoping to focus some community service around assisting in the animal conservation projects for the Bornean sunbears
and endangered orangutans. The trip will assist girls with their President’s Award through community service hours and a
residential project.
Pupil Information Session Wednesday 12 Sep: 17:00 –
17:45 (JW1)
Wednesday 19 Sep: 17.00 17:45 (JW1)
Parent and Pupil Information
Session Tuesday 9 October: 11:30 in
Josie Wood 1 at DSG School.
For more information click on
this link:
https://weareworldchallenge.
August 2019, 8th to 23rd August
Pupil info session - Wed 19 Sept 17h00 (JW1)
com/international/dsg/
Parent and Pupil info session - Tues 9 Oct at 11.30am in Josie Wood 1 at

Trip to Borneo

DSG school. https://weareworldchallenge.com/international/dsg/
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Grade 9 and 10 Design Project
The Grade 9 and 10 Design students completed an IGCSE
controlled test as part of their exam order for the term, with
some very successful results. Students had to take their own
photographs as inspiration for their projects and develop their
ideas within a set amount of time. They then had a practical
exam of 4 hours (Grade 9) and 8 hours (Grade 10), to make
the product that they designed. A great learning experience
for both teachers and students!
We hope you enjoy sharing some of the outstanding work.

Joha Dreyer
HOD/D&T & Design
St Andrew’s College

Tayla Barrett, Saskia Gambale, Joey Taylor

Emma Paul

Zoya Manana
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DSG Old Girls News
DSG Old Girl and Rhodes University student Zakeera Docrat, has had her
master’s thesis advocating for fair inclusion of African languages in the
South African legal system, recognised by the African Languages Association
of Southern Africa.
Born and bred in Grahamstown, Zakeera chose isiXhosa as her second
language subject at DSG. “At school, my teacher always placed an emphasis
on the importance of language, culture and how language can be used
as a tool for social cohesion in South Africa. So that’s really where the
intellectualisation of it began,” she said.
In her master’s thesis, Zakeera argued for African languages to be used as a
tool to transform SA’s legal system – and the country at large.
Zamandulo Malonde, Herald (Morning Final), Monday, July 23, 2018

Community Engagement

President’s Awards
The DSG subscribes to the President’s Award programme, the
purpose of which is to encourage young people to become
active within their communities.
Congratulations to Jemma Boonzaier for achieving her Bronze
award and to Sasha Domnick for accomplishing her Silver
award.

Jemma Boonzaier
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Sport
Dear Parents
We hosted six teams from Herschel this past Saturday. The
last time Herschel travelled in this direction was 2015, so it
was great to have them back in Grahamstown for a round of
fixtures.
While it was a little disappointing that they left their 1st hockey
team behind in Cape Town, they did bring three hockey (2nds,
U16A, U14A) and 3 netball (1sts, U16A, U14A) teams to us,
and we had a wonderful morning of sport with them.
In the hockey, the DSG 2nd team gave their best performance
of the season, as they put a very strong Herschel team to the
sword, running out 3-1 victors. Headgirl Kathryn Basson scored
a brace in the game. The Herschel U16A team is the top rated
U16 team in the country, so it was with some trepidation that
our girls went into this match, but it proved unfounded. We
dominated the match in almost every department against
Herschel and our U16A’s should be very proud of their
performance. Unfortunately the only department we didn’t
dominate was in the goal scoring one, and Herschel managed
to score from two of their eight circle entries, while we ended
the game empty handed from over 20 circle entries, losing
2-0. The U14A hockey match was an entertaining affair as
Herschel dominated the early phases and scored in the 1st
half, only for DSG to bounce back and secure a 1-1 draw in
the 2nd half.

of the day, which was the 1st team netball. Herschel started
strongly and held the lead at the end of both the first and
second quarters. However, a strong third quarter from DSG
saw us edge ahead by one goal going into the final period.
The home crowd was by now totally into the game and the
DSG girls were in full voice, carrying their team home, as DSG
maintained the advantage with a victorious 21-20 result, in a
thrilling and memorable encounter.

Erin Lowe

It was in the netball that the lid really lifted off the fixture. In
the U14 match, Herschel edged the game 13-14 as we traded
centre passes and our luck just ran out on the final whistle.
Our U16A’s again showed their mettle as they won 22-14 in
another dominant display, and this nicely set up the last match
Katarina Behr and Emma Mulcahy

Duki Sonuga

Tamara Jack and Umtha Sibam
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Before the Herschel fixture, we played interhouse netball and
hockey on the Friday afternoon and evening. These sessions
are always a great deal of fun; lots of colour and noise, and
lots of laughter as the girls let off some exam stress and
reconnect with their housemates on the court and astro.
In the netball on Friday afternoon, Crewe and Espin shared
3rd place in the junior section while Merriman finished 2nd
and Knowling were the winners of the junior netball. In the
senior netball, Knowling were 4th, Espin 3rd, Crewe 2nd and
Merriman 1st.
In the hockey which was played under lights on Friday
evening, the junior section was quite clear cut - Espin finished
4th, Crewe 3rd, Knowling 2nd and Merriman 1st . The senior
hockey was a little closer as every house lost at least one
match. In the end Espin were 4th, Knowling 3rd, Merriman
2nd and Crewe finished in 1st.

We are heading off to King Williams Town this weekend for
our derby day against Kingsridge High School. The fixture
offers us 10 netball matches and only 4 hockey fixtures, so
it is a quieter weekend than that which we faced before
half term. With the grades 10’s, 11’s and 12’s all in exams,
the smaller fixture is welcomed by most. Once again, if any
parents are planning on joining us and wish to transport
their daughters privately, please remember to let the sports
office know well in advance.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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Defining luxury
for over 40 years
Through the years we have come to understand that some of life’s true luxuries are more than material.
Trust, a feeling that shrouds you in comfort and its ability to give you
the ultimate peace-of-mind, is just one of them.
Grahamstown +27 46 622 2778 | grahamstown@pamgolding.co.za
51 African Street, Grahamstown
pamgolding.co.za/grahamstown
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